AOccafion ‘d by his sealing Books treating 
of Magick, the. Black-drt, Damoniacks, Conjurers, 
Witches, Hobgoblins, Ineubus? s,  Succubus's, andthe 

 Déabolical-Sabbath; of Elves Wanton Spirits, 

Genius’s, Spectres and Ghofts ; of Dreams, the Phiz 

bofopher’s-Stone, Fudicial Aftrology, Horofcopes, Talif- 
mans, Lucky and Unlucky Days, Eclipfes, Comets. 
and all forts of Apparitions, Divinations, Charms, t 
Enchantments and other Sepefitinns 


Jorss containing a multitude of 
out of thofe Books, which have either Caufed: fuch 
Extravagant or may, torCut 
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Wrists Originally i in Freticti, by be Abbot 
and now into, 
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Everalvery Entertaining Fittionshave 


by reading Poets, Romances, “Books of 
Chivalry, and other fuch Trifles, wide~ 


be 
‘ 
is,” 


Don Quixote, the Extravagant Shepherd,’ and 
the Fal{é Clelia.. Zhey are daily read with Plea- 
ame fure, which I take to be chiefly owing to their lively 


ie very few who giveinto whimfical Studies, ever fail 


See Fables, and the Tales of Fairies, when thofe whofe 


| Duty "tis to take. care of their Conduct, ana give. 


ie them a good Education, are not wile enough to pre- 


ie pens, that even thofe. of riper Tears, are yet full ax 


was perfectly of thisOpinion; he belicv'd nothing 
firmly, as what appear'd incredible to others. 
me *Cading avaft Number of Books which treat of Mis 


a whatever the moft Celebrated Authors have. written 
in faveur of a great many Superftitions Practices. 


Ket been publifh'd to Expofe thofe deprav'’d 


ly diftant from Truth, and all Pro- 
ability.. The moft Confiderable of this Kind, are 


Defcription. of certain Characters which are — 
Natural: Experience fuficiently convincing us, that 


of becoming themfelves ridiculoufly whimfical. There 
very few Children who don't fondly believe Bfop's* 


| Went this fort of Credultty. Tt alfo frequently hap- 
weak as Children, in {wallowing whatever they read, if 


does but feem uncommon, wondrrful and prodigiouse. 
Perfon whofe xtravagancics we are going | 


| | Witchcraft, Spectres, Phantoms, Fobgoblins, 
anton Spirits, Elves, Fairies, Fudicial Aftvology, 
Livinations, Apparitions, Charms, and, in aWord, 


» ae 
«4 
4 
| ‘ \ 4 
+ 
A 
(4 
+ 
j 
Sa 
= 
| 
+4 
* 
4 
* 
+ 
as 
 * > 
Of 
a 
age pe 7 
a 


J 
ths, a “thowfand | 


ond: ‘this Poffeffion Dus ; 

bis he became a Pri 

pretended Ghofts, Forkumes? 

ahifranand Ferofcope-mongers 5° and ig general te 

al. sbofe, at either addantaging or divert= 


have Bf the Readers witt récur 
what.theyhave frequently obfery ‘din the 
 Weerldyt¢ Prejudice and Prepoffeffion, they 
denis Ofrthe Truth of what fay, much |: 
bien in this Place, fince the 
eis afin baratterize himana 
ly concerts inthis Story. 
pe Beaks which tainted Monf. Oufle.are pointe! 
them, will ‘help to vender this Etiftory th 
Cperceable; and: pent ly giving the \Reader~ 
be Goeater pleafurt, will not ortly his Curtofis® 
; And indecd. Notes alone: 
Matter foraBokequally Amufing and Inftru- 
the-wvariety of extraordinary and 
“rr jdents;:and Inftractive, by their man 
which either fhewthe ‘Extent o 
‘Superflitien, and its Ridi- 
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mention'd in thi 


7 In which -we find, Mon, 

Men transform. ‘di into Wolwes,. a 


Chap IV. How. . ‘Oufle came to eye, 
bimfelf transform into 4 Wolf, andto what. 
travagancies that Imagination hurry’ d 
Chap A Purfuit of the Adventwres, of Mon, 
“Oufle, asa Efobgoblin, 
BChap. VI. The reft “of the of Monk a 
“Oufle transform'd into 
"know. whether the was juft- to 
VII. A Parfait. of the Super} ryals 
which Monfieur Qufle made, _, to aifegyer 
“bis Lady was true‘to him. 
IX. of the Difference which arofe-f bet 
Monfieur Oufle and his Wife, and the Su - 
Means by their Son, the. Abbot Doudon, 
to endeavour 10 make Peace betwixt 
Chap. How Monfieur Onfle came. ted Lat, 
and what. he did to-render himjelf beley ds 
Chap.X!. f Ur .Oufle's. Engagement. A 
the Superft fitions act ices he usd to 
make her love him ; and what was the 5 
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Chap Phich is hew OF: veby great 
vain of Patticalars, how frongly Monfitur Oufle 
was difpos'd to believe all that was told him, ar 
co ncerning Phantoms, Spectres, 
Chap Continuation of Monfieur Oufie’s 
Difcourfe on Apparitions 69, 
Clap MEV. “Noncrede’s Difcourfe. of Apparitions, 
"whieh followed that of Monfteunr Oufic. 79 
Chap: Continuation of Noncrede's 

of Apparitions, {85} 
Chap. XVI. whichis treated of weak, ig rnorant, 
and Slaves to Prejadict, “and 
how tafy'tis to deceive them. Los}: 
“Chap Thé Aptifices, Tntri gues and cks 
Ruzine Mornand, to divert themfelves, 
 “Sgndtake of Monficur Qufle’s Inclina- 
tion toMelieve all that was [aid to hiws concerning 
Spectr Phantoms, in send all 
‘Yorts of Apparitions. ‘8 
XVI. Which informs as \ Monfeur 
Quite did to deliver himf:l from: the pretended 
“Phantoms and | which 
Oufle'dy Genius, 97 the Straragem 
of to diffuade his what he did 
rning the Power Judicial Aftrologers , 
vile tothe Stars. 100 
syeading the Critico- Relledions | 
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concerning . Deviles. the. Power 
4 which he afcrib d to thems cat of 
Bcha 1. A Difcour le of. Devilsy, drawn.upby Mon- 
Oufle, and the Abbet. Doucet his Som, ‘sad 
then fent to Non ede... 
Zhe ‘Difconrfe concerning. Devili,. 
‘Chap. iil. ‘Noncrede’ 5 
10 that compos d, by MonfeurOufic 
Doudou, on the fame 

ap. [V. AContinnationof Noacrede 


by Devils wherever he went, and that th 


flies. 


bim by their Means, 


of Devils, is: Ate 


Oufle, who perfuaded himfelf, that be was haunted 

to him in the Shapes of Dogs, Hogs, Pies, and = 


VI. What Monftesr Oufle did to free hime 
felf from, and guard himfelf again#t, the ‘prem 
dg Apparitions of Devils, which gave bim 
great Oneafine[s, and tormented him, with the 
continual Fears of fome Mifchiefs to be bronght om 
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“after having rede 

Shear Oufles inform 

of thote:, “wa iys which pretend 
envied Min,and puts them in Br 
ins on Mavic onjurers, 


agincies 
and fea very carious Refi 


inet whic Mons 

op on account of 

happen’ dt ‘0 him, 
a bewitch’ 


Ay 


dence, tg which he made feveral 
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Shall not fay whete Monfieut 
was bern, nor it what Town he 
led - his abode; neither Co 
try, nor:his Habitation affording any 
thing of Confequénce, witli regard 


any Part of what I’m going fo 
concerning His Conduct, fo tifard 
the Readers to fix whére they. pleafe;’ 


abfolurely y to name the Councry where this ¢elebtaa . 
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ours, I proveit 
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fince they cou'd’have hindred the Publication of 
may not.only give a great deal. of 
Pleafute, ‘but alfo ferve as fo many Advices and Inftructions 
on feveral Heads which difturb, trouble and alarm Men,» 
‘and throw. them intro fuperftitious, fallacious and culpable 
Practices. So” thar fince I publifh rhele Adventures, l've 
q Reafon to be perfuaded that thofe who read them, will be. 
*‘Wery little concern'’d to know of what Family Monfieur 
Oufle was, where and when he liv’d, or other Circumftances, 
which when known, will not add any thing either to their 


DiverGion or Inftruction. 
fhall then content my felf, with giving the Character of 


the Genius of Monfieur Oufle, andot thofe of his Family, of 
_ Which Lintend to.fpeak: which 1 fhall doin the remainder 
this Chapter, =. 
Oufle enjoy'’d a very confiderable Eftare, as 

‘Wellin Houfes, Land, Rents, asin ready Money, which 

he never {pent more freely, than when to ratify bie ridicu- 


4 


lous Prepoffeffion. He never would trouble himfelf with 
any or. Poft ; contenting himfelf with making ir 
u 


_ his wh finefs to read Books of Magic, Charms, Ap- 
itions, Divinations, and in fhore whatever related to 
Subjects, It muft be fairly own'd thar he read thofe 
 +‘pro and con, with equal Attention and Affiduity, But ‘tis 
me) ~~. alfO astrue, that he believd only thofe Hiftories, which 
affirm’d, for Inftance, that fuch.a Spectre appear’d ; that 
 fuch a wanton Demon playd his Pranks in the Night ina 
me  +Garret, ora Stable; that fuch a Girl was bewitchd by a 
= WNolegay ; fuch a Child by an Apple; that this Perfon 
nor avoid what was foretold by his Horofcope,-and an 
Number of the like Stories, which have no orher 
ae ‘Foundation, than the Addrefs of thofe who broach them, i 
the Weaknels of thofe whoreccive ‘em, In vaindid he 
Books written againft thefe Fables; retaining 
Only this Memory the Stories which he read, withour 
himfelfto be perfuaded by the Reafons which difcoe. 
their talficy but even often looking on the Authors of 
«thefe Performances as impious, and men without Religion ; 
(Ort. commonly believe all thofe to be | 
CAtheifts who.are not Superititious. 


have whol. List ought by. ‘ripe fta 
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only his‘Reading, but alfo: his Difcourfe, his a 
his Writings,andeven feveral of hisMoveables providand 
reprefented . his Prejudice. By the Moveables, which I 
mention d, mean Number of Pictures, 
which he had caus'd to be painred at aigrear Expence by the — 

ableft. Maiters of the Countrey and adorn’d with rich 
Fraines extraordinary well cary'd. Jn fome of therm 
fe drawn a Magician, with all the Appurtenances belonging to 
the Magical rlabir, holding a,Scaff in his Hand, ftanding in. 
the middle of a Circle, furrounded with hideous Monfters 
me or Devils, which, cafting out Fire and Flame, feem'd ready a 
co wait his Orders to ravage, terrify, and exterminatethe  § 
whole Univerfe,, Others conrain’d Aftrologers conremplas 
ting the Stars, Comets, and &clipfes, with Intention; not 
of forming Conjectures of Futurity, but rather infallible 
Lecifions, to which feveral People of all Ages and Profeifions 
cagerly attended in order to iwallow them greedily. All 
me forts of Diviners were alfo there reprefenred ; for Initance, 
which grop’d: in the Bntrails of the Victims, 
me queft of Informations which they perfectly well knew were 
not to be found there ; dugurs, with their Heads liftedup 
fe and Eyes fixed on the Birds flying in the Ajr,. which knew : 
nothing in the leaft of what thefe Cheats pretendéd'to ex- 
amin them with fo much Artention; Gipfes telling rheir 
good Fortune to young Wenches more curious to leatn 
cure Events, than the{e Female Deceivers.are capableofins, 
me forming them,; all the forts of Oracles of which Antiquity has . 
me pleas d to preferve the Hiftories, or rather Fables, perftia» 

ding it felt. that Pofterity would furnifh an ample Number 
me Of People to believe ‘cm; the Sybi//is with their Propherical 
fe Books confulted by Princes and Nations,: and feeming fo = 
learned as if Truth were entrufted to them alone, There 
me Were allo in others Demoniacks agitated with frightfulCon- = 
me vorfions ; Devils reprefented in either horrible or ridiculous 
Shapes; Spectres, Phantoms, Ghofts, fome wrapt up ih 
me Winding Sheets white as Flower which dagled the Byes 5 
others habited in long black Robes, and all dilplayed’ with a 
difmal Actions and Poftures, The Moon.teing in fone tors 
the Patronefs of Magicians, fhe a either concemplated 
by them by their Looks, their Charms,:of fhed- 
me ding her Influences, with which they prepar'd Myfterious 
Compofitions, to ule in Time and Place, according as’ Fools 


and weak eople fhould give One Gallery 4 
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{peak of his Books in the next Chapter.) ‘The Floor of 
—. this Gallery was filld, or rather wholly cover'd with a very 


| a % ‘Books of which I have been {peaking. He believ d nothing 
firmly, practis‘d nothing more willingly, and ftudied 

‘nothing with more App 
geprefented, or what had fome Relation to them. And in 
this confifted his true Chara@ter ; which what we fhall here- 
after fay, will make appear fo plainly, thar Bhope! fhall not 


accnfed of exaggerating tr. 
atprefent proceed to thofe of his Family, who ei 
=n ther in Conjunction with him, or feparately, will reprefent 
feveral Scenes inthe Courtle of this Hiftory : Ifhall give them 
’ 4Niames different from their own, that none of them may be Him 
*Monfieur Oufle had a Wife, two Sons, (the eldeft of 
‘which, was what we call an Abbor, and the younger had 2 Bm 
Poftin rhe Treafury ;) two Daughters, and a married Broo 
=~ © ther. One of his Domefticks was a very fubtle, fly fellow, 
whom eee hal! fee act feveral Parts inthe Series of this Hiftory 
. which will not be the leaft agreeable. I fhall call Monfieur 
Ojfie’s Lady, Madam Onfle ; his eldeft Son, the Abbot Doz- 
ymnggeerr, his Daughter, Camele ; the 
youngeft Ruzine ; lis Brother Noncrede; and the Valet 
Moarnand. The true Characters of thefe Seven Perfons follow. 
Madam Ouffe, Monfienr Onfle’s Lady, did not in the leat @ 
i give into the Conceits of her Husband : but tho’ Women aré 
generally ‘more: fufceptible of Superftition, fhe doubted the 
-‘Jruth of whatever Monfieur Oufle believ'd moft firmly on 


x 
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thatihead ; ‘and the weaknefs of the latter feem’d to have 
thee iid Of the former ; and that perhaps, to the 
fic might’ ave a fairer Opportunity of inceffancly 
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Aftrological initraments; statues which 
ral different and 2 great Number OF 
ae 
endezvous of Conjurers and Witches ; it. was crowded wit 
mber of Figutes, fome of which ftruck Horrour, 
q ners EX auphter. It may be faid, thar the whole 
and others excited L 
a of poor ft. Oufies L-earnin mployment, anda even 
* 
it 


contradicting him, * for nothing*reighs more commonly be- 
| twixt Men and their Wives, than the Spirit of Contradiction. 
However it was, the copitinually perfecured the Pretendersto 
Aftrology, the Chitomancers, and in generaball thofe which 
came. to her to divine what®was paft or predict what was to 
come. She was itri@ly on.her Guard, when any Impoftor 
promis d to fhew or bring hertothe hearing of the 
swatton Pranks of {ome Hobgoblin... They neyer in the leaft 
d find their account with her, nor either cheat or furprife 
: for-fhe was. always arm’d with all Care’ and 
Meee Attention, in order to difcoyer the Fraud : for which Keafon 
fe thefe Deceivers very carefully tookthe Opportunities of her 
mame Abfence to delude her Husband. We fhall hereafter meet 
ae with a very diverting Conteft which Madam Oufe had with 
The Abbor Doudou, the eldeft Son of Monfieur and Madam - 
me Oufie, was an honeft Gentleman, who affected a very mn- 
ae {uitable mixture of Learning and Devotion. He religioufly be- 
lievd that alithat he met with extraordinary in Books, was 
Me true, not being able to perfuade himfelf that their Authors = 
ee svould have been fo unjuft asto have printed fuch wonderful Mg 
See things, if they had not beentrue ; and the {mall Pittrance of 
earning which he had, ferv'’d ro no other end, than, by 
don’t know what means, to {uggeft to his Mind, ftraind Proofs — 
of the pofiibiliry of what he was abfolurely refolv d to believe, 
wastoo honeft to confent to turn Wizard ; Dut was 
dulous enough ro believe all the Stories of Conjurers there 
Was no Apparition how monftrous fcever, which did not to 
him feem poflible : Befides which, he was perpetually infuch 
ee 2 terrible Fear of feeing Phantoms, that nothing was more ae 
afiicting to him, nor did_any thing give him greater unea- 
eee finefs, than to be oblig’d ro be alone at Night in his Chamber.If ae: 
ee he happen‘d to be wirhout Company in a Church, he imagind 
Me that the Bodies of thofe there intert’d rofe our of rheir Graves, 
me tO appear to him in the dreadful Dre{s, in which they aredai- 
me ly defcribed in the numerous Srories told to filly Women and 
young Children. From this Character it may be concluded 
es that the Abbot Deudou did nor a little contribute to rhe con- — 
firming his Father in his extravagant Conceits. a.) oe 
me Sanfugue, Monfieur Oxfle’s fecond Sen, who had engag’d™ 
himfelf in the Treafury, was gay, vigilant, vigorous, and 
me d at nothing but Methods and Opportunities ofextreamly 
enriching himfelf. Diviners, Conjurers, Judicial Aftrolo-” 
Bets, and all the reft of that Crew were welcome to him, 
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don’t’commonly appear to any other end, than to make De 
mands on the. living, or to ftrike fuch Terrors as Con- 
geal the Blood .of thofe ‘who fee’em. Bur yet he fome- 
“times feem’d to believe them ; but ’twas when, by a Com- 

laifance to’his own Farher, he hopd for fome Profit by it. 

This was the Character of Monfieur Oufle’s younger Son ; 

Proceed we now to his Two Daughters. ‘i 
The Eldeft, to whom I've given the Name of Camele, was 
~an eafy fimple Girl, who believ’d whatever her Father faid, | Moe 
when with him, but disbelievd all when in Converfation Him 
her Mother. Being thus fufceprible of all kinds of 

_. pteffions, fhe acted all forts of Parts, how contradictory 

 foever they were. | 

_ Ruzine, Monfieur and Madam Ouffe’s Younger Daugh- 

ter, accommodated: her felf to the Tafte of both Fa- 

ther and Mother; but what the fotmer did in Simpli- 

‘city, the latter did out of Cunning. She was fly and fub- 

tle, had always her Ends in view, and it may be faid, that 

fhe in a fort banter’d the whole Family. She was extream 

uneafy to be marry'd, bur being the Younger Dzughter, 

coud not expect it rill after the Efpoufal of her Sifter ; who 

_ being {fo infenfible in that Point, that by her Indifference 

’ had turnd off feveral very good Offers, poor Ruzine founc 

herfelf under the cruel Neceffity of waiting, a tedious Time, 

the decifion of her Deftiny. The Uneafinefs and Impatience 

which this forcd Delay gave her, in order to gain her End, 

put her upon trying feveral equally ingenious and diverting 

_.  @tratagems, with regardtoher Father's Whimfies. 
 Nonerede, Monfieur Oxfie’s Brother, pafsd in the Judgment 
>  @f thofe who knew him, for a Man of ‘true Wiltdom and 


“Probity, and certainly if they had this Opinion of him, they 
did him Juftice. His Probiry and Wifdom bejng accom- 
‘pany with a great deal of good Sence ; “tis reafonable to 
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Mafters, and the other Domefticks ; Mornand’s Con- 
mduct, I fay, was very nearof a piece.with that.of Ruzine; 
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che following Chapters) fee what ground I have to fay fo. 
Mornand, one of thofe 


long feries of Yéars, have affum'd a: fort of Authority over 


he feem’d to believe or disbelieve, according as_his Interéft 
requir'd. His Profit was the Ruler and Director of all his 
Steps: As for Divinations, Apparitions and Charms, he 
never fail’d to putin Practice the moft fubrle Intrignes, 
either for or againft them, provided there was any room 
left to hope they wou'd terminate to his Advantage. His 
eee in inventing and carrying on a Cheat, was fuch, 


at the Chief Perfons of that Houfe with which he had to 


do, cou‘d not help giving way to’em ; which will be proy’d 


by feveral Inftances which we fhalf find in the Courfe 


" After having given you the Character of Monfieur Ouffe, 


and thofe of his Family, who are fo often mention’d in > 


this Work, I think it proper to {peak of his Library.; but 


fhall not particularize any more than fome Principal Books © 
which he moft frequently read, and which prodicd in 
him thefe Extravagant Conceits by an ill difpofition of Mind, 
which render’d the ufe he made of them dangerous to 


him. The following Chapter therefore fhall contain a Cata- 
Jogue of his Books 


e. that he «was very fat from falling into the Extra- 
vagancies of his er. “In_fhort, mac 
with him and his Nephew, the” Abbot Doudou, on 
‘Wars with nim C 4 
the {core of their ‘ridic re on: A efe Wars 
re 
were {o much the more J ious, Becaufe uftaind by uch “he 
d Arguments, thar they leave room, for Surprize, that 
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| OF Ou | ‘Liars, 
2 oF Books’ be very. 

to fonie Readers.” 1 have’ reafon .to “believe, 

‘that feveral will’ be inclin’d to” pass over this 
And to” enicoutage them to “skip it, and remove all Scru-, 


- ples on that Head, “I-here_ advertife’ ‘them, that the pre- 
Chapter, and thofe which follow, are fo littlede- | 
eht upon it, they ‘will not have lefs pleafure in the reft 
or not reading this. I fhall add, but very briefly, what T 
think of -fome of them, thar: this Chapter may not be 


A of the Principal Books in Manf. Oufie 


‘Agrippa’ s occult Philofopby. There is more Learn 
ing than. Certainty in this Book. 
A Defeription of the Inconftancy of E vil Angels and De: 
yons, by Delancre. Amongft feveral curious Things 
td in this Book, there is fuch an ample and very pare 
Defcription ofall thar pafles ar the Sabbath, thar 
J don’t believe I fhou’d be’ better inform’d concernifig i ity” 
had been there myfelf. 
An Apology of the Great Men accus'd of Magick, by Naude, 
We thall in the Sequel, thar Monf. Ouffc has not at all 
rofited by the reading of this Book, any more than of 
je following, whick bears this Title. 
“The World Bewitch'd, by Becker. This Work is very per-: 
| nic and it has alfo mer with great Oppofition. 
Curiofa Magna univerfalis, by Gafpar Schor, 
Bodin Demonomania. *TYis {aid of this Book, that ‘us a 
Colledtion made with more A ‘pplication Judgment. 
Daneus de Sortiaviis, 
Odio Satane, by Father Crefpet. 
aleficarum, Witches are not at prefent as 
of as formerly, not becaufe this Mallee 
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The Infernal Proteus, by 4 German 
Qlaus Magnus, 0 of the Northern Magicn 
De Magis Veneficis, by Colman, 
The Hiftor) of Doétor Faufius. "He that. is never. fo 
‘de Prafit, Demonum 
Gobn Adam Ofiander-de Magia, 
Petey Maffe of -the Impofture Of Devils, ‘fe: 
fee How many good Books might be written on this Subject § 
There’ is {carce’ a larger Field than that of demonftrating 
thar many Cheats ate intermix’d with Ea: 
Fafcino, by Leonard Vair, — 
_ Henry Boquet of Sorcerers, 
De fenfu Rerum Magia, hy Campanella: 
Magice, by Delrio. Monf. had alfo a a 
Se French Tranflation of this Book, by Andrew Duchéne. The 
Me Subject of Superftiricns is here throughly treated,. and thae 
with as:much Order and Labour, as tho. the Queftion had 
been about the moft i important Theological Principles, 
Torreblanca de Magia, in aperta vel occulta invocatio 
Demonis intervenit. 
The Incredulity and Misbelief of Enchantment fully Convitied, 
3 by de Lancre. Here’sa great Defi ign: This Author has hunt- 
mae cc after all poffible Means to convince ; but deep he P Read 
meme his Book and fee. | 
Oracula Magica Roroaftris. There being a diftaace 
4 Roroafter and -us ; “tis a great Chance whether fo mae 
me ny Ages have faithfully prefery” d thefe. pretended Oracles. _ 
Treatife of Angels and Demons, tranflated from the 
Latin of Ma/donat, by de Laborie. 
obfervatione Somniorum, de Divinatione, 
Pfellus de Oper atione Demonum, 
Remigii Demonolatreia. 
Filefacus de Idololatria Magica, 
Demonology, by Perreaud. 
me Cicogne Magia Omnifaria, feu de 
¢% Italico larine per Cafparum 
m Of Satyrs, Brutes, Monfters Demons, sheir 
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woe 
CY, 
Robert’ de Triex 
A Treatife of of Sorceries, arm 
ments, by Rene. Benoit... A 
‘Thireus de Lactvinfiftis ob demon 
Flail of Danions and Sorcerers, by Fobn din. 
Difcovery of the falfe Poffe ed, by Pithis, 
Vincenvius Pons de potentia (cientia a Pers 
fon after reading this Piece,-reads Becker’ World bewitch'd, 
he will find: much Matter for'difeuffion.". © 
Marti nus de Arles de fi perf itionrbus maleficoram forte 


A Treati of with on jhe Poffe offion 
@f Martha Broffier, by Leo Alexis. sag 

 AHiftory of the three poffefsd Vi irgins in Flanders, i in which 

gs treated of the Order of the Sabbath, and oftthe Secrets of the 


oats Synogogue of the Magicians and Sorcereffes, by Fobn de Normant. 


A Hiftory of the Poffeffion and Converfion of the Princefs of .. 
_ the Sorcerers of Provence, with a Difcourfe of Spirits, by Father 
Michaelis. 

‘The Hiftory of Apollonius Tyaneus, convitted of Falfity and 
Impofture, b Mons. Dupin. 
Apuleius's Golden A/s. 

Hiftory of the Devils of Loudyn. 

Learned Incredulity and Ignorant Credulity on rhe Subj c& of 
Magicians and Sorcerers, by by Father Fames Autum, aCapucin 

| Preacher. This Book, which is 3 thick Book in Quarto, 
charm: d Mr. Quffe, fo much i was to his Tafte. 

The admirable Secrets of Albert the Great. This Work 
4nd the following have been falfly afcrib’d to him who is 
- made the Author: bur notwithftanding that, they are in 

great Credit amongft Fools, 

The folid Freafure of Little Albert. 

Enchiridion Leonis Pape. Amoft Apocryphal Book, and & 
only defign’d for thofe who run headlong into faperttitious sy 
Practices. 

Clavicula Salomonis. This Book is wholly as falfe as the 

wecedent. Father Delrio {peaks thus of it and of another, 

f Queft.3. p.98. pretexunt etiam Salomonis auttoritatem 
cujus quandam claviculam (quam egregte refutat Bap. Segnits 
lib, ds vero fludio Chriftiano c.7.) aliud ingens in 
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Damonum. Hunc Librum Fudet Arabes in Hifpania 
pofteris bereditario jure relinguebant, per eum mira qua- 
dam atque incredibslia operabantur... Sed quot 1 
tuerunt exemplaria, juptiffime flammis Inguifitores fides conore- 
utinam ultimum exemplar natis fuiffent. Nicetas. 
inentions this Clavicula, Annal. invita Manuel. -Comnen. 
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The Grimoire, 2.Book: of Characters and Conjurations of. 


Ihave feet one of them fignd. at the end by-the 
Devil : aneedy Bookfeller gave it gut, inorder the more 


icffectdally to cheat thofe who-are fond _.of this fost of Books ; 


Truchofice 


ae for how as it poflible co come to the Examination of the 


% that the two thick Volumes, full cary with Greek and 
ey Latin, which have been lately publih’d againft this Work, 


. 


Trinum Magicum, Edituis 3 C-fare Longine Philefopho, 


Cicero of Divination.» 


Peucer of Divinations.. 


Several Thoughts cn the Comet jn 1680. There arefo ma- 


Argumeuts in this Beok againft popular Errors, 
chat i 

me on to ftick by his ridiculous Prejudice, he woud not have 
fall'n into fo many extravagant Conceits. 


Monf. Oufle had read it without an obftinate Refoluti- 


A Treatife of Superftitions, by Monf. Thiers. It containg 


2 prodigious Mafs of Learning,employ’d to provethar Super-- 
ie ftitious Practices are condemnable. “Iwere to be with’'d 
fuch a Learned Man had labour’d in the fame manner 
Se to fhew that they are fallacious in their Pretences, 


Modern Pagani{m, by Carolin. 
The Sweediflh Lapland, by Scheffer. 
Anthony Vandale’s Treatife of Oracles. 
A Treatife of Oracles by Monfieur de Fontenelle. It appea 


rs 


have not injur'd its Reputarion. "Tis written in a manneg 


Sdcrificiis 


fo agreeable and judicious, that ‘twill be needlefs for the 


| pape = Author to make any Anfwer ; the Publick has done 
iC for him. 7 


Cardan of Subtility and Variety. 
Tho. Eraftus de Lamiis. 
Cribrum Cabalifticum, by Gaffarel. 
Unheard of Curiofities, by the fame Author. 
F i Centuries of Antheny Mizaldus. A Book very fit for the 
 Voetius of Vifions and Augurs. | 


2 Fati- . 


4 


. 
Rak 
4 
4 
* - 
a 
‘ 
gt 
4% 
* 
| 
> 
x 
ob 
> 4 
; 
; 
it 
Ae 
ee 
4 
» 
a 
= 
- 
4 
* 


Lavaters Treatise of 
Fernelius de abditis rerum Ay 
Ragulesus de Divinatione... 
Sante, hucufque occulta refulgent, 
vine, 
Taifnerii Chyromantia, joncmia, Aftrologia naturalis 
fudiciaria, €5 ars divinatrix. 
Cochlitis Chiromantia Anaftafi is. 
 Trithemii Steganogr aphia, cum clavi. 
Trithemii declaratio, a Foanne a Caramutl, 
Salomonis clavicula. 
Of Spettres,.by le Loyer. - 
The Oracle of the Sibylis, 
. The Wheel of Fortune. | 
The Paftime of the Fortune Ave Diee, with the Queftions and 
a of the Woeel of Fortune, Thee four laft exhibit 
the Practife of Divinations by way of Play, only to amutfe 
anddiverr, 
OF Celeftial Influences Fc. by Father Fohn 
Pretorit Thefaurus Chyromantia. 
wv Of the Apparition of Spirits by Taillepied, 
A Hiftory of the Life'of Andrew Bugnot, Colonel of a 
‘of Foot, and of | bis after bis Death, ‘by 
ugnot, 
wd curious. Treatife of Fudicial Aftrology, or a Pr efervative 
againft the Ajtrological Praediftions of Genitures. — 
and Phyfiognomy in their Splendor, by Taxil. 
de Tertiis, de GraduHorofcopante. 
Treatife of Aftronomical Fudgments,on Nativitys, by Ferviere 
Ranfonii Trattatus Aftrologicus de Genethliacorum 
Fudicus 


&: Apomazar of the Significations and Events of Dreams, tranfl i 
fed from the Greek, 
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Artemidorus Je Somniorum Inter pretatione. 
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The Works of Belot, Curate of ‘Millemont,.; 
natural Chiromanty, - 


Michaelis. Scoti Phyfiognomica. 
Phyfingnomy of Adamantius., NMelampus; 
the Greek, by de Bayon of Vourouy. 
| Savanarola adverfus divi natricem Ital.Larine 
C us de divin ac Gre Ss Latif 
gue earum vocabuliss 
of Parace ifus. 
Baptifia Portas Works. 

Polydore Virgil of the Invention of rhingsi 

The Works of Picus of Mirandula. 

The Prophecies of Nofitradamus. 

Pliny's Natural Hiftory. 

The Images of Philoftratus. 
Plutarch of Superftition and thé of Oracles 
The Count de Gabalise 


In Monfieur Oufle’ Library, were alfo a. great matty 


other Books, whole Subjects related to thofe treated of in — 
thole {pecified in this Catalogue : but I pals them over in 
filence, left 1 fhou’d tire out the Reader's of 
fomewhat more diverting,» 

We proceed then in the fdllowin g Chapter to'a Particular 
of the Adventures, or A@ions, Sayings and Writings of 
Monfieur Oufle, and thofe of his Family; whofe Characters 
we have given ; which fhall be faithfully taken from thofe 
Memorials which we have receiv'd, which appear’ 0@ be 
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the mote 
eafily believe them, becaufe‘tis*by their Fathers, their Mo- 
thers, and tiieir Nurfes,; that thefe ridiculous Relationsmege 
handed to them. The Impreffion of the Idea of Hobgoblins 
or thefe Transforinations has funk fo deep into theit Minds, 
that they retain it their. whole Lives, if they don't labour 
to exterminate this childifh Prejudice by an unbiafs'd Seudy ; 
and if they don’t efface this Prepoffeffion, they afterwards 
turn to others and ’ris thus 
that we daily, fee’ fomany popular Errors perperuate them- 
 felves, witheut ‘being: by any than 
» bare Hearfay,. and that People rake no manner of care to. 
"examine into the Truth of them 
~ "Tis cerrain that Monfieur Oufle;, as well as almoft all 
_ Children; whem young, receiv’d the {ame Impreffion, and — 
he afterwards extremely, ftrengthen’d it Reading’; 
_ foer'as-we haye feen in the foregoing Chapter, he did-nor 
want for Books: which treat of feveral forts of thefe whim- 
__ ficab Metamorphofes, of the poffibility of which, many 
Reafons would have. engag’d-him to have doubted, if his 
fa) Francis Phebus, Count of Foix, | into a Wolf, is not poffible either in 


é 


-fayain his Book of Hunting, that the | Soul er Body: notin the Soul; for that 
‘Word garoux imports gardex, vous, (i. | would be a Sort of Mortality, to which 
beware, Or bave aCare of yourfeif) Be- | the Soul is not Subje&. The Sorceries 
tlin's Demonomahia, pag. 195. Image of | and mugical Fffeéts of evil Spiriis, ma 
‘the Demons, by Delanere, 3 permits ftop the Pat 
cof curr Sernfes, difturb them and: 
= French Word which I tranflare | enfeeble the Organs. Serpit hoc sy re 
and Loup is| St. Auguftim, per omnes fenfus, dat 
a Wolf, fe figuvis, accomedat fe coloribus, adbaret 
fb) The Taansformation of a fonis, oderibus fe fubjecit, infundit fe faporé> 
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Obgoblins have been long talk’d of ; (2) both Antients and 
. a Moder ns rell us ‘a great man y Sror 1eS of them W hich 
tho’ fabulous, have yer paffed in the Judgment of the Simple 
for mofttrué, A thoufand Tales are told to young Children 
fe 
; 
bem 
Ra 
T 
Me 
ful 
‘ 
al] 
| Tea 
lo 
St, 
| den 
973 a 


to-believe rheie Transformations, alt 
, pafs’d in his Mind for pee 


Truths, ; he did not.donbe that there 

- been, for. Inftance, whole Families, in which there: wa 
always fome one that becamea Wolf, ;. Ac)/as alfo thar Men 
became fo by. eating the Entrails of a facrific'd 
Cid he lakewite belie‘ that poffible to 


srories Whi 


fometimes 


tus intelligentia But.they cannot annihi- 

fate and éxtinguith this reafonable’Soul,. 

the Image of God; to-fubftitv re 
Place a brutal Soul. Which H»mer’ 


their SubjeSts ; and matter is {o.difpos’d 
iby the Providence of God, shar no 


Form can be without its propef and 


z knowlede’d i in. thofe which Circe tran- } Fctm proceeds from the force of matter, 


form'd, that the Soul did net Change, as in other things, (according to the Says 
And St, Ang. Nec samen in iis fieri men- | ing of our Philofophers forma.educitur ext 


fed vationalem hu 
fits acctdiffe @ Apuleias in 
finzit. But rn it fhould be al- 
the reafonable Soul fequefters } 
it felf and makes room for the other, 
that cannot be done without the intire 
death of the Body ; nor is it any more § 
poflible that the two Souls, the Reafona- 
ble and the Brutal fhou’d be join’d roge- 
ther, for then there wou'd be two effen. | 


| 


vi materia) for the Foray 


which i is the rea(onsble Soul, is. 


diately inte him by God who 
‘created it out of nothing, and'lodged — 
it in.a Veffel by, him appropriated so ig! 
Conclude we then. wich. St. 
Nec fane damenesnaturas creant, fed [pecia 
tenas qua a vero Dee creata funt; come 
mutant, wt videantur effe quod wen fants 


Non staque, folum animum, fed, we: 


tial. Forms inthe fame Subject, which | pus quidam’ wlla Yatione crediderim dan. 


Phyfical Principles will not allow. 
Nor is the Transformation of the Body 
any more poflible, for this Veffel cannot 


be chang’d in order to fubfirute another Au’ hor 


arte, vel pote 


roffe cemverté. de Lancre, p..292« 
fays. thet. Evanthes,, a.Greek 


to the reafonable Sou!,. which alfo is‘ that in ‘the Family of one 


impioper to vivify and organize the body 


[of them was. annuslly.chofen by Lor; 


of a Beaft,as 4r;ftorle very well urges a- Land that they led him near to aLake, » 
that he. imfelf, hung. hig . 


gainft the Pythagoréan Metempfycheofis. 

This Head, this human Brain, in which 
the [magination i is lodg'd before the 
fon, which is in the middle Ventricle, as] 


Cloaths on an Qak , (wane over the 
water, then fled into a Defest, where 


he was cransferm’d iato a wolf, and 


the Sovereign of all the reft : and the ‘convers'd wih the other Welves for 


Memory which is behind ir, is the faith. 

ful Guardian of thofe Things which pafé 
thvough the two former; and.in ger eral 
all the Members of the whole Bedy. are 
{o aptly compos'd for the Fun“tions of a 
teafonable Soul; that that cannot be 
Iodg*d_ in the Head and Body of a Brute. 

The Body of Man is alfo an admirable 
Work of God, according to what is faid 
by Ladtantius, de Omficio Dei. St. Bafil, 

St. ambrofe, S:. Gregor Nyffen, Nemefius 
de natura hominis, and Thropbilo de bua 
mani corporis fabrica, as Pletinus 


faid very well, is the Sovereign Orderer | marchof Parr afcer having 


nine Years. If during that time he faw 


no Man, he return’d ro the fame Lake, 


fwam over it, reaflum’d his. Humane. 


Shape, return’d Home, and prolong’d. 
his Age nine Yearte Mirum,, fays Ping, 
quo procedat Graca credulitas, nullune 


tam impudens mendacium eft, quod tefte 


caveat, Cameravine's Hiftorical Medita-. 
tions t. 1. L 4. ¢. 12. De Lamere, page, 
265. We find other Examples of thefe 
Transformations in Bodin?s 


pag. 193; 40. 


-ceffary merter. Yet noc that in Man, his _ 


(d) Pény aifo mentions one nam’d De. | 
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2 
_@) Twas in vain ‘that | 
ghere be any fuch thing as 
@ecafion’d only by a difturb’d 


‘the Patient that he really is a 
almoit all the 


» 


a Cat into a Horfe Tree, an Ox, 
Fly ;(g) a Cow 


- (b) and in fhort into all 


Actions of that Beaft ; 


4 


a Viptt, 
manner of Shapes, 


‘that he learnt‘ from fome Books, thar 
thefe transform’d Wolves, they are 


Imagination, which perfuddes 
Wolf, and makes him imitaté 
“this is called Lycan= 


tbropy ; (k) and ‘cis with this forr of Diftemper thar thofe 


are afflicted, 


for Example, whom they callin Pottou, Le béte 


 bivourne qui court la galipode, as I’m inform’d by a yery 
Lady of Ofality. Frequently alfo the pretended 


transform'd Wolves, are People who, to divert -themfelves, 


or 


the Entrails of Child confecrated to wards, inthe Shape of an Ox, pre? 


the Lycaan Jupiter, by the Arcadians, 
was inftantly turn’d into a Wolf 
‘Agrippa of the Vanity of Sciences, cap. 44. 
Spranger, in Malleo Malificarum, 
fpeake of three young Women, who in 
the thape of Cats, fell on a poer Plow. 
‘pan, who wounded them all three, .and 
~ thar they were found wounded in their 
‘Bed. Loyer of Speiters, 274. There 
other the like Inftances in the 
Bodin. p. 194. 
Wf) The Father of Preftantiu:, after 
having eaten of an enchanted Cheefe, 
beliév’d that he was turn’d into an Horfe 


that he carry’d very heavy loads; tho’ 


his Bady had never been cut of his Bed, 
St. Auguftin who relates this Biftory 
De Gut. Dei 1.18 c.17. and 18, in- 
- -terprets in this manner all that has been 


‘written concerning Wonderful rranfmu- 


‘@ations, and all the Lycantrhropys of 
eArtadia, of which Plate himfelf: has left 
os formethirig in writing in the 8th Book 
* Of his Republic, where he mentions the 
Fable’ of the Usrcadians ‘to make us 
~~ comprehend the Ghange of a King, into 
Tytant. The Nesrians of which Hero- 
4. Of his Hiftory fpeaks, who 


“annually became Wolves for fome Days, | 


doubtlefs were fo only in imagination; 

Agrippa of the Vanity of Sciences, ch. 
Mm. 16 819 de Lancre p. 

(g) The famous Empufa in Ariftopha- 


aflum’d all manner of Shapes. Epi 


fays, thar fhe fometimes ap. 


fently after in that of a Viper ; then 
turn’d to that of a Fly, and afterwards 
into that of a beautiful Woman, -The 
learned Incredulity p. 96. ies 

(HT have formerly read in Albert 
Kruntz, l. 1. Hift, Danie c. 32. that 
Frutho, King of Denmark, ag Prince 
very much addi&ed to Magic. retain’d 
in his Court a famous Witch, who af- 
fum’d the-Shapes of whatever Animals 
the pleas'd. ‘This Sorcerc{s had a Son 
as wicked as herfelf, and they jointly 
robb’d the King’s Treafury, which 


jdone, they Home, The King 
fufpecting tliem, went to the Witchet 
Houfe, when fhe feeing hiay enter, 
turn’d herfelf inte 2 Cow, and. her 
Son into a Steer. That Prince ap- 
proaching the Cow, to Obferve 
her nearly , fhe with her Horn. fo 
goa’d him in the Flank, ‘that "he 
fell dead on the Le Loyér, p; 

(i) We ih Diadorps Seculus, libs 
Of his Bibliotheca, that the Te'chines 
the fir Inhabitants of Rhodes,’ turn’ 
themfelves into whatfoever Animal's 
Shapes they pleas’d. | 

(&) Sabin in his Treatife of the Nati- 
vity of Conjurers, tells us, that there 
was brought in Company with Jobs 
Exvich, tO Pompénatinus, a famous Italian 
Phyfician, a Patient affected with a 


| Lycanthropy, whom the People of the 
Village found lying in the Hay, and 
took him for a wolf, the rather be- 


Tree, immediately after- | caufe he-faid he was fo, and cry’d out” 
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ath ys 


difmally,;. for certain Nights ; and thar to affrighten fi 
IE §=6People, who dare nor venture their Heads to the Window, a 
re rfuading themfelves, that if they fhowd be’ fo rafh, ‘the 


“SMonfieur Oxfle, did norin the. leaf doubr but twas ve- 
ry poflible to be chang’d into different Shapes ; and.as firmly 
believ’d that ’twas not at all difficult. to work the fame 


Change on others ; that for Inftance, a Wine-Merchanc 
} “might be trarisform’d j into a Frog, (m) that a Woman might © 
turn one Man intoa Beaver; (n) and another into an Afs. © = 
In fhorr he found no difficulty i in Transformations, becaufe 
he had read that they Had been petform'd. He believ'd with 
the fame Complaifance; or rather with the fame Weaknefs, _ 
e: that Rofes, or rather’ a Fork (7) or other Means and 
ftruments a3 improper to- the Effects which the Su- 
perftitious make us expect, are fufficient to reftore their 
priftine Shape to ‘who have’ undergone thefe Transfor- 
mations. 4 
plainly appears’ this poor Man, by thefe Notibis 
was extremely dif pos | to into very great Extravagan- 
/ cies : of which rhe Reader will'be throughly convinc’d ‘By 
am =the Adventures he: the furmre Courfe of this 
yi Work, in which’ ie will fee how’ out Hero of Superftition 
came to fancy himfelf a rransformid Wolf, and ‘What ‘did 
after this foolith — gor into his Head. 
ot 
to to fly away, otherwife hef A. Witch into a Frog 
e fhov’d devour them; they firft began] acertain Inn Keeper, againft whom the | 
0 to flay him, according to the vulgar} hada Spire. Delrro Difaisf. Mags p. 124. 
“Error, to fee whether he had Wolves} («) Another, Witch. to revengeher- 
2 Hair under his Skin, Butthey let him | felf of the Falfenefs of a Man which the 
loofe at the Requeft of Pamponat ins whe | lov'd, turn? him into a Beaver, ‘with 
Ye ‘cur’d him of his Difeafe. Camerar. a ft one fingle Word. This Animal bites off 
Medifet..t. 1.1. his Tefticles, to free himielf from his 
4 41), Baram King of Bulgaria, by the Purfuers, 
Force of his Magical Arts, affum’d the} (0) A young Man that liv’d at es 
Shape of a Wo'f, or another Anima!, ; was chang’d into an Afs by a Witch. 
ie to effighten his Subje&s. Learned In. tam Arch-bithop of Tyre, Spranger an 
e eredulity, p.65.) We read in Lustprand. | [nquifitor. eédin’s Damonomansa. P. 1996 
1. Ze ch. 8. Es Europam geftarsm, (p) Go den A‘. 
and in Sigebert,” Chromogravh, that it The Difeafe of Lycanthropy is 
a was Bajan the Son of Sigwon, King of the | cur'd by giving.the Patient a Biow with ae 
e Bulgarians. Le 142, ta Fork between the Byes. Cire 
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ow Monfeur Quile came to believe himfelf trans- 
form’ d into a Wolf, and to what Extravagancies 


SN one of the Days of the Carnaval, Monf, Ouffe enter- 
 taindall his Family, and feveral of his Friends at Sup-. 
ee er, at which the Company eat plentifully, and were not be- 
= ___ hind-hand in Drinking ; for tho he was very whimfical, and 
very fuperftitious, he yet lov'd Mirth, and good Eating and 
Drinking, provided, no Body threw down the Salt-feller, 

dad their Knives a-cro{s, or that there were not. Thirteen 
He this Evening plyd hard with 
ard promote their Drinking, inceflantly put abour 
as were very agreeable to them, and did juftice 
| all thofe who drank to him, fo rhat he’ had a much larger 
— -Dote than his Head coud bear. But yet it coud not be faid 
= _—__ that he was perfectly Drunk, cho’ ‘tis certain he was what we 
cali Half feiz'd-over. Madam Ouffe being charmd to fee 
» _. him fo gay, (for he prated without ceafing, was very nim- 

ble, light as a Feather, and his Feet {fcarce touch’d the 
— _ Ground, fo brisk had the, Wine render’d him) very carefully 
«giving any occafion of {peaking of Divinations, 

me . Apparitions or Charms, fo much fhe dreaded the turning 
A commendable Conduct, and very different 

SOM tt Of Wives, which, by I know not what Spi- 
git of Contradiction, never fhew more Uneafinefs, than when 

they fee their Husbands gay. 

_. After the Entertainment, and a yery lively and agreeable 
*Converfation on feveral* Subjects, as it commonly happens 
thee Wine enters imtoo’ the Company, all went away 
.wery well pleasd with eachother. Monf. Oufle did his beft 
compliment his Guefts ar their Departure, and then re- 
to) Chamber, and after thar, Madarti Oafle to hers: 
they conform’ to the Mode, that is, they had long made 

“feparate Beds. The young Folks alfo withdrew each to 
_ their own Apartments. The Abbot Doudou did not defire then 

» any Company to conduct him; the Wine which he -had 
a larger Quantity than ordinary drank remov'd all 
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a Thoughts ‘of Fear. Camele and Ruzine {carce touch’d the 
Ground with their Feet, fo nimble had’ this Evenings Mirth 


réridred them. As for Sanfugue, as foonashe gotinto his Cham- 


ber, he made ro his Maiquing Habits, of which he had a 
, great Number of various Sortsand Shapes, and after puttin 
on one he went to a Ball with other young Folks who wait 
for him at a Houfe where they were to rendezvous, — 

- Scarce was Monf. Oufle got into his Chamber, before he 
was feiz'd by one of thofe unaccountable forts of Uneafinefs, 
which will not permit People to ftay long in a Place, tho’ 
they can give no reafon for their Removal. Afrer having 
walk’d fome time about his Chamber, he left ir, and that 
for no other reafon than to go outof it; he went up Srairs ro 
Sanfugue’s, which finding open, he enterd, either pufh'd by 
defire ro know Whether he was there, or to chat with him. 
But I'm apt to think ‘twas for the laft Reafon, rather than 
‘the former ; becaiefe tis {aid che Wine had fet him inroa ve- 
ry prating Humour. However it was, being entred, and 
finding no Body there, sand only the Masking Dreffes, which 
his Son had carelefly left loofe, or forgotten to lock up, he 
obferv'd one defignedly made to Difguife a Man into the 
‘fhape of a Bear, “which moft engagd bis Eyes, 2nd which 
he reflected on with the greateft Attention. He coud ‘nor 
forbear looking on, and examining it. This Habit was 
made ot Bears Skins, with their Fur on, which was fo 
few'd together, as from head to feor to repreient the Shape 
of that Animal, on him that put it on. After having turnd 
it backwards and forwards for fome time, it came into’ his 
Head to play his Wife a diverting Trick, which was to drefs 
himfelf in thar Habir, and thus difguisd, to affrighten her =: 
which Defign he lik’d fo much the better, becaufe Madam 
Oufle continually jarrd with him on the Score of his Cre- 


dulity, with regard to Apparitions, Spectres, Fantoms, En- 


chantments. and other the like Follies. He did not doubt bur 


if fhe fhou’d be very thoroughly affrighted, 'twou'd be... 
eafy for him ro reduce her to Reafon on this Head for the -23e9> 
future.. —The Good Humour in which he was.in, furioufly” ~ 


hurry'd him on. "Tis incredible how much he hugg’d him- 
felf for having hir on this diverting Cheat, and na hd he 
—conceivd at the Hopes of producing an Effect fo favour- 
able to his Wifhes. But his Thought, rerminated ma 
Succefs quite different ftom iy which he had ‘promusd 
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as.will appear by the Adventures which we are 
te then took the Drefs, carry‘d ‘it into his Chamber, put 
~jton, and then ftole very foftly to his Ladys Apartment, © 
order to act this terrifying Part, which Opportunity and 
his own Imagination had fuggefted to him. When juft teas 


‘dy to begin the Scene, he heard a Noife, and difcern’d | 
‘thar Madam Oufe's. Waitingewoman had not yet left her. 
This Baulk chagrind him ; but yet he did not quit his De- — 
--fign, he return'd back to his Chamber to ftay till the Maid 
was gone, in order to ftrike the more furely, and to amufe 
and divert himfelf. And in the mean while, as foon as he had 
{eared himfelf by the Fire,he rook off the Table the firft Book 
he found, which was next at hand, which was Bodin’s De- 
monomania ; he open‘d it, and happen’d to light on that Place 
_- which treats of Men transform’d into Wolves. He pafs’d 
about half an Hour in reading upon that, "and forme other as 
ridiculous Subjects. In fhort, the Wine, the Fire, and the 
eafy Pofture in which he {at, lull'd and infenfibly plung’d 
‘him into fuch a profound Sleep, ‘that he neither thought of © 
‘what he had done, nor what he had refolv’d ro do, he 
Madam Oufle, not in the leaft fufpecting what was cone 
triving againft her, as we .may very naturally conclude, 
‘was fure to go to Bed and fleep as faft as her Husband ; 
but her Sleep was founder and more durable, and not attend- 
ed with fuch a whimfical and extraordinary Confequence | 


asthatof Monfieur Oufe. 
The fore mention’d Waiting-woman’s Chamber was over 
Monfieur Ovfc’s Apartment, and fhe perhaps having partici- 
‘pated too freely of the Entertainment of the Second Table, 
~ either nor regarding her Mafter’s being afleep, or whether by — 
a wholly unforefeen Chance, a Veffel: which the had in her 
Hand, which ’twill be wholly unneceffary to name here, 
the Ground, ‘and made fuch a great Noife, that it 
aa ds Moonie’ Hee rofe out of his 
all in Confufion, and being oppofice to the Chimney, 
_ Detore which was a Glafs, he faw himfelf in it in the Habit. 
ofa Bear. The Wine and the Fire which had’ warm’d his 
Head, the fo fuddain interruption of his Sleep,the Drefs which 
he found himfelf in; all thefe, J fay, join’d with what he 
had juft been reading, had fo turn’d his Brain, that he be- 
hev'd himfelf really nor a Bear, buttransform’d intoa Wolf. 
— This Ditorder in his Head was fo great, that it had int;rely 
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deftroy’d the Memory ofthe Place where he had met with 
™ this Habit, and the Ufewhich he had projected tomake of - 
it, fo that there remain’d only an Idea of his pretended = 
Transformation into a Wolf, and a defign of running,into’ 


a | the Streets, to how! rhere as loud as he cou’d, to bite, and 


put in Practice whatever he had heard reported that‘ Wolves’ 
ufually do. Away he goes then without Delay into the 
Street, and begins to how! ina moft frightful manner, * 
°Tis proper to obferve that he wasa tall, bulky, robuft 
full-chefted Man,’ ‘and that he naturally had a/ loud, ftrong 
and thundring Voite : So. tha ‘tis’ nor to be doubred that 
exerting it in the Night-time as high as it cou’d réach, inthe 
difmal Tones that ordinarily attend Howling, ‘tis not tobe 
doubted, 1 fay, but that «when he howl’d he frighted-all 
thofe who heard him. Accordingly: he made the firft Bx- 
iment‘on a parcel of roaring Serenaders, in the firft Street 
through whichheran. The Serenade’ was given fo a-very 
handfome young Sempftrefs, by a‘charming: young Fellow, 
who was violently in Love with her. ‘This Spark’ was. 
Shop man to one of the moft famous Traders in the City 5 
and not only fo, ‘bur diftinguith’d in’ his Profeffion. that is to 
fay, one of thofe‘pretry Fellows which had acquird a great 
Reputation, and which are kept by Shop-keepers for no 
other reafon. than to cajol ‘Women by their impertinent 
prating, and their gay Out-fide, when they come to buyfat 
their:Shops; | 
Whilft the Symphony was ‘{noaring out, the Gallant. was 


wrap’d up in a Cloak, and ftanding on one Foot, very at-_. . 


tentive, to obferve whether his Fair one wou'd appear at the 
_ Window, or give any Sign ro exprefs that the was pleas'd 
with it, or that fhe was fatisfied that twas in Compliment 
to her, and thar the whole Expence was defray’d by him. 
The Muficians, according to the Cuftom of that Country, 
as well as this.in Serenades, were noifing out rhe Defcent of 


Mars, when they heard Monfieur Oufle’s Howling. The | 


Terror which this horrible and unexpected Symphony 


infpir’d, froze up their Blood to thar degree, that falling 
-fenfelefg,, they at that time made a Stop, which was nor 
in their Scrolls. They liften’d to difcover from whence ~— 
fuch an extraordinary Voice fhou’d proceed, whilft the 


imaginary Bugbear howl’d yet louder, and approaching, 
they took him to be what he fancy’d himfelf. What a 
cruel mortification was it to the Loyer, to fee the Fidlers 
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make the beft ufe of their-Heels they cou’d, and td’ think,» : 
fit himfelf, for his.own Security, to follow ‘em? 
Oufle, after having put to flight fo many Peo-; 
who made a great Noile, was. confirm’d in the 
pinion ‘that he was’ really transform’d into a Wolf. 
never learnt what became of the Mujficians, or -him fet. 
= them at work. “Tis probable that every one went Home, 
and hat all of them told fine Stories.of the Hobgoblin. 
that I cou’d recover concerning this, Affair, was, that 
a certain Perfon: who,plaid on the Bafs-Viol, affur'd us 
ghat. be was the laft that fled, and that if any Body. 
wou'd have feconded him, he had made’ Head againft the. 
terrible Beaft which fo frighten’d *em, and doubtlefs had. 
taken Satisfaction of him. But .*twas added, that there. 
was no Valour in being the hindmoft in the Flight ; that: 
according to fome, ’twas the weight of his Ba{s- Viol which 
retatded his {peed ; aud according to others, that the only 
reafon of his lagging behind, was his being very Gouty. This 
laft reafon is not incredible, fince he was a Maufician, 
for the Gout is eafily gotten with that Profeffion ; and 
with that. Diftemper, ‘tis not poffible to run fo faft as 
one woud. As for his Bravery, it may be fufpected ; — 
-for, Courage and Valour are unneceffary ro thofe of his 
Profeffion, unlefs it be in the nature of that, us'd in cer- 
tain Engagements,where more Wine is fhed than Blood. But 
Ido not confider that I lofe fight of our Hobgoblin; bur 
proceed we'to find him again in the following Chapter. 
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A Pur{uit of the Adventures of Monfeur Oufle 


K Wwe left our modern Lyeaon roving in the Streets, after 
a terrible purfuit of the nocturna) Muficians which: 
fell-in his. Way: Let’s fee what Terrors his farther Pro- 
greffes have produc’d ; for he wastoo full of the Idea of his 
Metamorphofis, and too refolutely’ animated to maintain 
it, to ftop at the Fidlers. They feem‘d to be a forr of Fel-. 
lows who {eldom have any orher Merit, than that of impro-— 
ving Wind, or if you will, a Noife managd with Judgment 
and Cadence, which were not fufficient to fatisfy the greedy 
Defire which he had»to prove himfelf effectually a Hob- 
goblin. He was nor long without a favourable Opportunity: 
to that end : which was as follows. 
- No Place is ever free from a fort of young Fellows 
who fet up for Folly and Extravagance, woud be afhaind 
of appearing wife, and who pretend to glory in what-ought 
to be their Shame, Ithappen’d luckily in Favour af Mon- 
fieur Oufle’s Follies, that on the Night which he ran about as. 
a Hobgoblin ; there were in the Streets four fuch young: 
Fellows, lately deliver’d from the ‘Slavery. of an Univerfity. 
life, coming ouvofa‘Favern, where.they had empty d more 
Bottles, than their weak Noddies were ableto bear, and.con- 


triv‘d one of their moft Heroic Projects, which was to ftealk 
all the Bellropes at the Doors, and Knockers ; or if they coud ~ 
not. compafs that End toring, knock with all their Strength, 


with ‘their Arms remove all the Buttreffes, break down . 
ftone Benches, and Bulks, make a fort of Baricades of the 
thick Chains at the “Corners of the Streer, fpoil the Locks, 
and perform fome orher Actions, equally worthy of their 
Courage and Valour. If they happen’d ro tear off the. 
Knocker of a ‘Door, they boldly contefted Glory with the 
wifeft and moft intrepid Generals, {o they poffefsd of 
the Merit of their 'Prowefs. Certainly fueh rath and pre- 
fumptuous Hero's, as thofe of this when they went 
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‘men, Cirizens, Abbots, and other Perfons unprovided with. 


humour to Confulkem. 


On the Night then, that our Imaginary Wolf play’d his 


Pranks, thefe noéturnal Bacchanalian Warriers alfo plaid” 
theirs, working hard on the Bellropes of Doors, the Buttrefs. 
fes of Houles, the Bulks,\ Kenches, and Chains in the street. 

They had already fucceeded fo well, that. they had gotten © 
enough to make them drink luftily on the morrew, notwith~ i 
ftanding the {mall Summs for which they were forced to fell 


the Capuures of their petty War. 
“Whilft they were recounting to each other. their Actions: 
and Adventures, and fhewing the Marks and Proofs of ‘em, 
Monfieur Oufle,* whoie Way naturally led him to ’em, .be-. 
gan to how! moft difmally; Our Porvaliant Hero's, being . 
perfuaded that this hideous Noife proceeded from {omething 
more dangerous thanthe Ropes, Knockers and Corner-{tones,; 
began ro bethink themfelves, and apply to Confideration, 
which rarely happens to {uch as them, In the Interim, 
the Hobgoblin renew'd his howling with greater Force and) 
Vigour. This whole young Fry which before were fo 
farious and noify, . inftantly became quiet and peaceable : 
they *ftar’d on each other withour fpeadking one: Wordy 
During their filence, the howling continu’d,\the Howler 
appeard, ‘and our four fcarce yet bearded Bravo’s became 
wifer, “orto {peak more properly; more timorous,’ fears) 
fyland ‘heartlefs; ‘contriving to retire:as faft as the Beaft: 
approach'd them ; and in {hort finding that he kept on’ 
running ‘very faft towards them, and that they were. in. 
Datiger's of -becoming:his Prey (for. Fear had reprefen-' 
tedthis: Teeth to them' to be of terrible length, that: 
Kis;Phroat was wide and open, that he only hunted af-: 
‘wera Prey to devour’) without any farther Enquiry, and. 
without hazarding the tryal of-their Strength with him, 
they fled, and weéreirefolv’d to run fo faft that the’ Hob- 
goblin: fhou'd not‘overtake them.. ‘The: Fright which had 
feizd "em, was nor lefs than that which they had nor. 
__ Tong before been fenfible of at School, when they were 
in their Trammels, and their Mafters arm'’d with certain 
Initraments, of «great Ufe to make them good ‘whe- 
thet they wou'd or/no. But forall this they next mor- 
ming told’ wonderful and pathetic Storys of the furious En- 


 defenfive Arms, give very full Teftimony, if in 
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gapements. which they had bravely fuftain’d againft the - 


Hobgoblin (for his howling was the talk-of feveral Days) , 
The greateft Bragadocio of the Four, by a judicious'Pre- — 


icaution, to feem valiant, the next morning broke his. 


Sword. in two in his Chamber, to fhew and make Way. 
forethe telling the Srorys to the filly Flat-Cap Wenches in - 
his: Neighbourhood, whom he frequently entertain’d with . 


this glorious Deeds, and with what Bravery he defended. 


himielf againft the. terrible’ Affaults of this hideous Beaft. _ 
Bur let's leave them to cry aut: Victory after having ran; 


| away as faft as they cou’d, ‘and return to Monfieur Oufle,, — 


who deferves better at our Hands than to be-lefr for. 


| thefe ridiculous Champions ; for he will divert us more by: 


his Extravagancies than they by their ftupid Follies. Dull, 
Sots being fo common, that they afford lefg Pleafure than 
they give Uneafinefs; but a Hobgoblin, like Monfieur . 
fe, is a thing forare, that it may ferve for an Entertains: 
Our Fantaftic having then entangled his Feet in the Cords, . 
which thefe wretched Bullys had thrown on the Ground | 
and left:behind ‘em, gota very fevere Fall on the Stones, 
which made him howl yet lowder than before. ’Iwas well. 


for him that no body came by at that;Time, for they, 
might eafily have done what they wou'd with him, After. 


having lain fome time, for the Fall had fomewhat ftun’d. 
him, herofe up, went at firft on all Four, and ftopd near a 
Door, where he ftaid howling as loud as he was able 
feveral Times: the Story fays twas before the Houfe of a, 
young Widow who expected her Lover ; that he dard 
not venture in the. fight of our Hobgoblia, and for nor 
being punctual to the Time of meeting, fhe-in fuch an 
outrageous manner reproach d: and infulted him, that they. 
irreconcileably quarrel'’d : perhaps they began to be ‘weary 

of one another, if fo, fomething lefs confiderable. tham 

a Hobgoblin might furnifh an Occafion of Rupture, or 
at leaft a plaufible Pretext for ir. . However it was, 
we leave the Reader to judge as he pleafes, for thatis 
nothing to our Subject. 1 fhou’d have more than enough 
to do co recite all the Difcourfes which Monfieur 
occafion’d, not only this Night, but alio by his other 
Whimzys and Evtravagancys, of which.the particulars 
are mentiond in this Book. But yer I fhall not fo tie 
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We lefe Monfieur Oufle at the Widows’ Deor, 
-affrighted by his bawling, if we -will believe thofe: who, 
the turn which we have. juft smeation’d to t Story 
than rejoyédat the flight of her Lover. Lets now pros) 
-ceed*to other Terrors which he caufed, and what they’ 
“After having ran tho’ feveral Streets, he ftopd 
co reft himfelf, ‘before a Houle, where feveral Perfons were} 
playing very high.’ [know not what Whimzy took him» 
Pate, thar he houl’d here louder» and oftner than, 
he had yet done, and his repeated Noifes came fo thick u 
~~ ohne another, that one was {carce done before the other; 
began. The Gamefters: heating him, the Lofers feem'd” 
not very attentive to this howling, they being more fen> 
fiblyftruck with their Loffes, than. with fear of the difmalh) 
(Cries which they heard : but rhe Winners feem’d more un- 
eafy and difturb'd thanthe reft, at thefe extraordinary Roar- 
gngs. Particularly a» Lady who had won an exceffive: 
‘Sum, let the Cards fail out of her Hands, fuch an Im-. 


preffion had the Hobgoblin made on her Spirits, She; 
fhew'd afterwards that ‘twas abfolutely impoffible for her: 
to play any longer,. The Lofers who being perfuaded thar; 
refolving to give out, fhe plaid ‘em this Trick, by. a 
fejgn’d Fear, to gain a prerext of efcaping the giving them 
them their Revenge ; after having talkid very realonably 
with er to encourage her, and rid her of her Fear, per- 
ceiving that they coud not prevail on her by thefe means, 
theit Moncey, grew warm, and pufh'd their 
Heats fo far, that a Difturbance. and an Uproar prefently 
_ afofe in the Company ; for none are inore dilpos’d to 
- Paffion than Gamefters when they lofe: Im this forr of 
~ Converfation, People at firft begin with mutual Civilities, 
and act with all poffible good Breeding when they feat 
themtelves at the Table: a little after they grumble and 
jangle, and almoft always rife in Heat and Paffion with in- 
fulting and injurious Language. 
~*~ Burto proceed, ‘the Howling ftill'continu’d, as did the 
Lady. to exprefs ther fright, and: at the fame Time cthe 
Impoffibility under which fhe lay of granting what they 
evpected of her Complaifance. One of. the Gamefters who 
‘Bad loft the moft, to rid her of all Pretence, went out 
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invented 
which 


Lady, that fhe ought to recover herfelf, and play on with- 
out any Fear, She rook ‘the Relation of his Engagement on 
mehis Word ; but did not grant his Requeft. Say what he 
mewou'd, fhe woud not yield, The Vapours raisd as the 
m pretended, by her fright, came to her Affiftance, and fa- ce 
Vour d her perfifting in her Refolution with Impunity. Thefe 
Vapours then feizd of her Héad, and reduc’d her to fuch 
a condition as thar fhe knew neither the Cards nor the 
Counters. “Iwas abfolutely neceffary to yield to what fhe 
faid, and he that affirm’d he had hunted away the Hob=. i 
goblin, was one of the firft inclin'd to do juftice to this 
Lady, by the fright he had been in himfelf. = — 
_In fhort the farther playing was deferr'd to anotlier Day.. 
But the Lady carrying off her Winnings, (for her Frightand 
Vapours did not hinder her remembring that they were ve- 
ry confiderable, and that ’rwas proper ro fecure rhat Money) 
in order to carry on the Comedy to an end, defird a Guard’ ea 
to conduct her Home. -She being handfom, the young @ 
Fellows of the Affembly who took no fmall Pleafure in ren- 4 
dring her Service, granted her defire, and. zealoufly crow- Lar 
ded to wait on her. The Vapours feiz’d her again in the , 
Coach, for fear of “meeting the terrible Hobgoblin in the 


way. But yet fhe-ftill held faft the Mony which fhe had — a 
won ; which might perhaps be an Effect of thefe Vapours ; " 
for they fometimes caufe Women to fall into very violent <2 
and tenacious Convulfions. Her Conduttors did their ‘bett- 


his Sword in his Hand, to drive awayshe Holle 
was no,fooner in the Sereet but he fawtim ; Fear feig’d 
he ran in again, faftned the Door with alf the Boles 
which he could find, and for his Security: wifh’d for more: a 
ftay'd fome. time on the .Stairs. to recover his Spirits, 
fo did not appear fo much affrighted as he wasinthe 
~ BieStreet at the Sight of the Apparition which .prefented ir felf ‘a 
: to his Eyes. . Twas_happy for him that Monfieur Oufe re- - 
Bmov'd to another Place: when this Swords-man perceivd 
he Noife was no longer heard, he bokily afcends to the 
Gaming Chamber, gives a long, and very yee pe 
Particular of his imaginary Fight, fhews the Bl 
Bpiffu'd out of 2 Wound, which he gave himfelf in his | 
Hand, in fhutting the Deor with ‘much Precipitation ; and Je 
at laft affur'd the Company that he had ftruck fuch a aq 
Terror into this hideous Beaft, that he was frighted, =. 
fore'd to run away ; and thus ptovd ‘to the alarmd 
| 


Houle. Whilft all chis ‘was doing, Monfieur Ouffe” 
his‘Courfe," without taking notice, as’one: may! 
think, of what happend on his account. Proceed: -we to 
the of his Adventures in his Races'as a Wolf, in the: 


* 


TOOR fear we fhou’d tire the Readers by dwelling too: 


other Things to relate on feveral different ones, we fhall 


him more than the keeping of his whole Family ; an old. @ 


_flowly as they coud move, that they might not part coy 
foon a Chymift who came from ftoking at a Great Man's 
Houle, and brought thence with him. more Silver than he 
- coud ever produce ; in fhort, all. Perfons whom.our Hob. 


and» ftop only at  thofe of greater Importance, which 


__ Stlarded by two Horfemen which rode along with him, in 


— 


comfort hér, “and in fhort convey'd her {fafe and found ing 


t 


af 
— 
a 


forma inttaWolf. 


a” long on the fame Subject, and having a great many 


not run into an exact Defcription of all the Frights which 
he gave that Night as a Hobgoblin ; but pafs over feves 
ral Citizens which came from a Supper in the Town; a Man 
of Bufinefs, who having left his Wife quietly fleeping .in 
her Bed, wasftealing incognito to a Miftrefs, whovalone colt 


Lord in a Hack, ftripd of all Apparel fuitable to_his, 
Grandeur, to viftt without Noife, and not prove trouble- 
to a certain very mean Objet: Three, which cali'd 
themfelves Abbots, melodioufly finging certain Words, 
which they never learnt at their Desk in the Church ; fome 


Loyers conveying their Miftrefles. Home, and walking as 


goblin fo violently purfu'd, that he forc’d them to turn 
our of their way as faft as they cou’d, go far about, and 
make into diftant Streets to avoid meeting him. We fhall 
pals over in Silence, I fay, all thefe little Adventures, 


ares. | 


2 


Confiderable Perfon going in a~Chaife, being 
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Shis Paflage met with this unhappy Hobgoblin.» Both their 


ftartled, and flew up an end ‘oftheir hind Beer, 

Min fuch manner that they threw their Riders. The Man in 
Chaife feeing this, and at the fame time this pretended 
Mfrightful Beaft, got away, with precipitation; the Wolf 


Mrhrew himfelf now on one, then on the other, and then. | 
Mon the Horfes, yet without. doing them any other Injury a 
Mcthan affrighting them.. After having plagued them ar his ee. 
™ pleafure, for they were fo frighten’d, that neither of them a 
™ had the Courage to defend themfelves, he began to howl, 
Mas tho’ he.defignd to fing the Victory which he had obtaind. 
‘The Horfes. in the mean time took the Bit berwixt their 
Teeth, and gallopd away fo faft, as tho’ they were juft 
Mm come out of the Stable. where they had been wirhour 

@ ufing their Legs for a Month. The Men on their fide 
me were not lefs diligent in running, nor Monfieur Oufle in 
me following them. At laft they flung themfelves into an 


| Ally which they found open, and fhut the. Deor after 
‘Bem. The Wolf, which coud nor get into.the Ally with 
fe em, roard feveral times with all his Strength: an infi- : 


menite Number of Night-Caps and Night-Coifs appeard at 
me the Windows with Arms holding out Candles, to fee % 
what twas made fucha loud Noite ; bur all thefe Heads 
guickly withdrew ; but one of ‘them was unhappily caught ———_.-== 
Be sounder a Safh which fell down upon it, by reafon that he ie: 
‘Be who lifted it up, did’ not give -himfelf time to faften it. 
This poor Head cried out difmally, and as often as the 
Patient coud refpire, the Hobgoblin anfwer’d this complai- 
ning Voice, by howling, which made the moft horrible Mue 
fick in the World: | Such a Duette was never heard. No | 
body dar’d any more open their Windows, and look into the 
Street, becaufe hearing the Cries of their afflicted Neigh- 
bour, they thoughr the Beaft had climb’d up, and held him 
by the Throat. By good luck the Valer:belonging to this 
Head, whofe Neck was half ftrangled, entring the Room, 
| faw his Mafter in this miferable Pofture, immediately lift 
upthe Safh, and deliver’d him from the Punifhment of his ~ 
Monfieur Oufle after having given fuch a furious alarm in — a 
this Quarter, went in queft of another to carry on his Vifions. eae 
He might certainly have been content with this laft Adven- 
ture; but not being yet cur'd of his Difeafe, he could not - a 
Three 
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Three Thieves attack’d a Paffenger, of whom they de 


“either offenfive or defenfive Arms, than an eating Knife, 


 <@pproach’d them to quit their Prize, who paffing on, un: 


- swho were fo well difpos’d to exercife their Skill on bing 
“Whilft the Draper-and the Thieves ran, and the, Wolf 


- “his Coach carried three Men, which came from all the 


_. Mmencd their roaring and threatning, Yer the Horfes don’t 
_ Gronettep farther. But the Coachman more fenfible than 
they, and befides, an ill natur'd fellow, as thofe of bis Pro- 


_ ‘bid the Mafquets drive away the Devil that was before him, 


"and faw our Hobgoblin; he was affrighted ar firft, 


-“marided no lefs than his Purfe and Cloaths: the Complimem 
swas Very difagreeable ; but he could nor difpence with an. 
{wering it? for ‘twas an honeft Drapet who wore no othet 


and a Pair of Scizzars to cut his Cloath ; and having no 
ther martial Inclination, than that at moft, of reading thei 
Gazets, and going on Sundays and Holydays to ftretch hist 
Weck over the Shoulders of certain News-Mongers 
don’t talk better of the War, than they know how to make 
it: The Villains-who had us'd their utmoft Caution, held 
‘a Piftol at his Breaft, to oblige him to give up what ‘tis cer- 
tain they never had lent him. Our Hobgoblin who madeim 
’em, without any other Intention than to continue 
Courfe happen what wou'd, howl'd only for howling Sake, 
‘The Robbers did nor ftay till he howld a fecond Time, or 


‘doubtedly let ‘em go, without recalling ‘em to renew his Con- 
verfation with them ; but fled on the other Side, being at 
-Teaft as much afraid of the Wolf, as thofe ablé Gentlemen 


howl’d, a Coach came or rather ran ( for that is at prefent im 
‘the Fafhion to the great damage of Footmen) towards him 


Balls which they had heard of. The Coachman, Ccach, 
‘and Hories were of the worft fort of Hacks, bur the laft 
‘were rendred vigorous, by inceffant lafhing : but they all 
‘itopt in concert, either for Laffirude or Fear. The Mafe 
‘quers flew into a Paifion with the Coachman and Horfes, to 
“make them go on, whilft both continued as ftill as if they 
‘came to that Place ro lye there. The Mafauers recom- 


“tefijon generally are, at leaft till mollified by Liquor, boldly. 


Wf they wou'd have him goany farther. Oneof the Mafquers 
‘put his Head out ar one fide, to obferve this pretended De- 


but then giving himfelf time to confider this Beaft, he open’d 
the Coach-Door, :went to him , and threw himfelf 
‘bur with fuch téndernefs that thew’d that ‘he was extremely 
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‘afraid of hurting him ;, he called the’ orher,Mafquers to his 
Affiftance, them they had’no Reafon to be afraid, 
‘but he in prefling manner entreated them, for fear, faid he, 
of doing him any hurt. They all join in feizing Monfeur 
Oufle, and carry him with them into.the Coach, This. poor 
Rover being exhaufted by the Agitations he had given.into 


> 
aft 


‘chat Night, they did what they with him. 
alfo Reafon to furrender, fince’twas his Son San/ugue, who 
not doubting but twas his Father, becaufe he knew his Drefs, 
and was intirely convinced that *rwas fo, whenhe faw him 
nearer, thought of nothing but carrying home, and putting 
him to reft, which he very much wanted. - He inform’d the 
m two Mafquers of the whole Secret; they pity d both Father | 
Me and Son, and contributed their urmoft to get this poor Fan- 
Me taftic to his own Houle. As foon as he gor thither, they 
Se undrefsd him, without any Refiftance ; and puthim to Bed, 
me where he flept for above twelve Hours very quietly ; and 
m= when he wak'd appeard a Man and not a Hobgoblin. No 
Me body in the Family knew any thing of the leaft of what had 
pafsd ; Sanfugue having taken all neceffary Mealures thar 
this ridiculous Ramble fhou’d not become public. And what 
$s {aid here, as well as whatever {hall be faid in the Series of 
his sy ag’ of the other Extravagances of Monfieur Ouffe, — 
comes by fuch Ways as we fhall not publith ; becaufe there 
are very imporrant Keafons to conceal ‘em. If any Readers - 
me will refufe to divert themfelves with this Piece, becaufle.we 
m will not declare how we came by our Information, fo much 
the worfe for them, they.look more than the Hiftorians, fince, 
by Obftinacy, or if they will, by exaggerated Nicety, they 
will deprive themfelves of a Divertifement and Inftruction, 
from whence they may reap much Profit. 1, fhould enlarge 
on this Subject, had I not fo many other things to fay, and 
at laft to end the Relation of the fancy’d Transformation 
How many Reports ran for feveral Days, 


cerning our 


Hobgoblin ! how many. Storys were made on’! for he.ha= 
ving that Nighr.tambled thro’ almoft the whole Ciry, he had 
been heard by an infinite Number of People, moft of which 


were more then ever perfuaded, that there réally. are, Hob- 


goblins, which commit horrid Diforders. Tis incredible how 
Many falfe Stories were made on this Occafien. . Thole who 
did not dare open their Windows, ro; fee.it, were the fact 
in.affirming that they {aw it, drawing after ic Chains.of a 
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th “and that it was ( vail) 
rewe almoft reach’d the firft Story of their Houfes : for as 


‘portionate their Bulk to their own Fear. Others there wete 
 iayho affirm’d that they had cut off one of his Feerin defen- 
“ding themfelves againft his Violence, and that being a Sorce- 
chang’d into a Wolf, he was next day found in Bed with 
fone Hand cut off, and that his Indi¢tmerit was now draw. 
“ing up, in order to his Profecution. But this Story of cut- 
“ting off a Wolves Paw, having been fo many Ages fince re- 
“peated, and that alio pretended to’ have happend in fo ma- 
“ny feveral Countrys, ‘tis not to be wondred if it be {0 ea- 
fily trumpt up anew. The Extravagance of the credulous 
‘People in this particular went fo far, that a miferable 
“Wretch who had loft one Hand by an accident which fe- 
‘fembled Nothing lefs than Sorcery, begging in the Street, 
and fhewing the Scump of his Arm to excite Pity and the Re- 
‘lief of his Mitery, they got it into their Heads that this was 
‘the Hobgoblin which had been fo much talk'd of ; fo that 
he had been torn in Pieces, if obferving the Rage ‘which 
“began to kindle againft him, he had not quickly difappear’d. 
In one Part of the City ‘twas reported that our Hobgoblin 
‘had devour’d the Head of a young Woman of Eighteen 
Years of Age, who was promisd and contracted in order to 
‘be married, and that her future Husband who was then 
owith‘her, after having given the Wolf feveral Thrufts ‘with 
‘his Sword, fell dead with Grief and Affliction on the Spot, 
-vatthe fight of the horrible Spectacle of his Miftreffes Body, 
fall’n to the Ground headlefs, and floating in her Blood. 
In one Quarter of the City they gor together in Clufters, and 
‘dolefully bemoan’d an Ecclefiaftick, who being going 'to the 

- affiftance of a dying Perfon, was oblig’d to return Home; 
by Reafon of the violent Purfuit of this Wolf Sorcerer ; {0 
‘that the fick Perfon died without its being poffible for him to 
give him the help which he wanted. According to fome,a Cau- 
‘tier had been pull d off his Horfe, and his Portmantua with all 
‘y his Letrerstorn by this outrageous Beaft ; which fome unlucky 
__ Fellows faid tended to confole feveral Women and young 

| Girls, when they fhou'd hear of this Accident, becaufe not 
having receiv’d the Letters which they expected, they wou'd 
‘accu fe of Contempt or Negligence, thofe which they —— 
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ded ought to have written tothem. There were yet oth 7 
who protefted (and thar, becaufe they had heard it from 
‘ People, according to. them, who very well deferv'd belief ) | 
} that this Hobgoblin went to a Ball, thar he danc’d there, 
and afterwards threw himfelf on feveral Women, whofe 
Faces he fcrarch’d.-' Some contradicted the Hobgobtin’s be- 
ing wounded, alledging that thefe fort of Sorcerer$ are in- 
wulnerable. Others wou'd alfo have it he walk’d for 
i fevetal Nights fucceffively ; in fhort, each part of the City, 
or rather each Street had its particular Story, which was 
. believ’d for no other reafon than becaufe ‘twas faid, They 
, defir'd ro have it fo, and cook Pleafure in believing it ; ro 
- fuch fort of Peopie, no more is neceflary, to put it out of 
Doubt. This is fo true, that in popular Errors, the leaft 
s Rifgiie we run, is to be raken for? Men of no Religion, if, 
e when we hear thein broach'd, we difcover any Incredulity. 
. The People in this Cafe fet themfelves up a fort of Mi- 
q nifters of rhe Inquifition, and never forgive us if we don't 
= believe as they do, And ceftainly, we fhou’d be very much | 
is to be pityd if they hati as much Power'to punith; as 
tt lity to believe. But let’s leave moralizing and our Hobgobliri, 
h relume Monfieur Oufle, acting other Scenes, not lef{S extta- a 
1. vapant than thofe we have juft feen, 
[0 
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wtieafy at his Ladies Cond 
feueral Superftitions Practices, to know whether 
wit [he was juft to: him. | Tots rat 


t 
ty 


“ary ¥ know not: what Caprice, it came into Monf. Oxfle’s 
> 4). Head, that his: Wife. was not fo true to him as her 
Duty. requir’d, and he defir’d. Tho’ indeed he might have 
very eafy on that Account ; for befides her being real- 
dy: Wile and Virtuous; her external Figure was fuch as 
fecurd her agdinft. all thofe Dangers which the moft. Dif- 
¢xeer-and ‘Regular frequently. fall into, and never recover 
themfelves.. Ihe Men. lookd on her without any Confe- 
quence, and after, a Complemental facing each other, they 

artedon, both fides, with as much indifference, as People 
leave, a) Publick Converfation, where. Men and Women 
meet without any regard to,.or even fcarce fo. much. as 
_ thinking to look one on another. However it was, Monf. Oufle 
became jealous of Madam Oufle, fo true itis, that when 
People are jealous, ‘tis not always becaufe they have caule 
to be fo. “I am perfuaded that I fhou’d hit the true reafon 
of Monf. Onfle’s Jealoufy, if I thou’d afcribe it to his believing 
that his Wife did not love him, and confequently lov’d ano« 
ther (for few Women are without that Paffion) by reafon 
that-not-being able. to endure his fuperftitious Whimfies, fhe 
on that Account fo continually quarrel’d with him, that 
her Conduct in that regard, very much refembled Hatred. 
He then began to fufpect that fhe had fome Inclination elfe- 
where ; but that Elfewhere was to him wholly unknown, 
and this “twas which gave.him the greateft Difturbance. 
we was refolv’d at any rate to difcover it, to attain which 

nd. he recollected in his ° emory, and apply’d himfelf 
to fearch out in his Books, all the Tnftractions which had 
been gives for the Difcovery of the m@f, impenetrable See 
crets of others, and their Intrigues managed: with the great- 


7s ~ eft Addrefs ; being fully refolv’d to practice them all ex- 
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with all the Circumftatices which he believ'd moft 
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corgé’ar his Ends, and chis is whax we thalll 


Me ferit for’a Frog, of; which he took the Head, and a 
gon, of which he took the Heart, and after he had dry’d. 
pul¥eriz’d “eth; he apply’d that Powder ro the 


purfadtir ‘to’ whar ‘his Superftitious Books pretended, ihat 


fhe: wou'd be fure wirhont fail to tartlé in her Sleep, what- 


ever Whe Had done awake: (2) But alas! good Madam 


Oifle refted fo well thar Night, as perhaps the had ne- 


ver had fuch a profound Sleep before, and this Powder  ~ 


feem’d moré proper to procure Repofé than any thing. 
elfe. She fnoai*d, true, bur did not fpeak. Our Hus- 
band was very much mortify’d in the Morning, to find that. 
his Project had fucceeded fo ill; but yet did not charge 
the Fault on his Books; he thowght he had reafon rather 


aceufe himfelf,’ fully refolving to believe that *twas 


becaufe he had fail’d’ in fome Formality; for People of 
his fort repofe too. much Confidence in Superftitions, to 
allow the Falfiry of °em. Had this weak Man had never fo 
fmall 4 pittance of good Sence, fhou’d he not, reflecting on 
the Vanity of .chis Trial (for, in fhort, if Madam Oufle had 
never been: Guilty: of ary Infidelity to him, as it moft 
certainly apreats ; fhe might ar dleaft have talk’d of fomes 


| thing elfe, fince this incomparable Secret muft have made 


her ‘tell what fhé had done) ought he not, I fay, to havé 
entertain’d a very mean Opinion of himfelf, for having pre- 
tended to éxtott a Secret of thar importance, by 2 Me- 
théd fo ridiculous, and fo little proportion’d to ;what he 
aim’d at : But do the Superftitious make ufe of their Reafon ? 
No, they chia. 


(4) To make a Virgin or Woman telly awake. The admirable Secrets of Alber- 
all ‘hat fiz hus done, take a Pigeon’s | tus Magnus, 20.p: las. Quando, vis 
Heait, and a Frogs Sead, and after ha | «t narret tibs vel puclla twa omnia 
ving dry’d them,it reduc'd inte Powder owe fecit, accipe ea .columbsa @& caput 
on her Stomach whi ft aflecp *cwill| Rama, utraqne ce. 


make het own whatever is in her, oulver:fa fapra ware: 
Thoughts ; and when fhe has ‘rold’all, | rit omnia ond 
it muft be taken away, tor fear the} pag. 203,00 Se 
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Lot 
‘ot “fis poor Wife, . whil was alleep, anc 
kept ‘himfelf awake the whole Night, becaufe he believ’d, 
that for them, wherefore they blindly take the moit im- 
piident Impoftures for Truth, without at all informing ; 
them- | 
f 
| 


= 


~ themfelves whether they are attended with the leaft Chara-, 
of Poflibility. Nothing more favours chefe Superfi- 
tious Books, than the prohibiting the trial of the Truth 
“of what they promife : for Reafon tells us, that fuch Expe- 
riments wou'd entirely evince the Falficry of whatever they 
_ pretend to perform. But withal, it muft be acknowledg’d 
that this Prohibition is very wife ; fince ’rwas always Cri- 
‘minal to give into {uch impertinent Practices, and to rely 
on’em, 1 fhall not carry thefe Reflexions farther, leaft I 
foie fight of our Vifionary, whom I intend to bring on the 
Stage again, where he will try other extravagant Methods, 
which will not be more fuccefsful than the former. . 
“The following Night he made a fecond trial with a Frog’s 
Tongue carefully, and with urmoft exactne(s poffible, placd 
on his Wives Heart. (6) But this Frogs Tongue did not at 
all ftir that of this obftinate fleeping Lady ; and fo Monfieur 
Oufie rofe in the Morning juft as wife as he was the Night 
before when he went to bed. How great was the Mortifi- 
cation to juch a Man as he, who look'd on a Frogs Tongue 
--@§ an infallible Specifick to acquire Informations which were 
of fuch Importance to him! “ Ah! certainly, faid he to him- 
_ © felf, ‘tis my Fault that I don’t obtain my Defires, I have 
_ © not plac’d as 1 ought this Inftrument of the {atisfaction of 
— “ my Curiofity ; my fear of waking my Wife hinder’d my 
“ putting it where it fhouwd have been. Thus, after Men 
_ have been infatuated by cheating Secrets, they yet as ob- 
- ftinately perfift in deluding themfelves, as they have eafily 
been deceivd by others, 
continue his Endeavours, he made another trial, alfo 
founded from what he had collected from his reading ; fot 
he was inexhauftible on this Subject. He privately fent to 
get a Toad ; tore out its Heart, and after having exactly 
_wick’d the Time when this innocent Victim of his Super 
tition flept profoundly, he clap’dithis filchy Heart to her left 
Breatt ; (c) and liften’d with all poffible Attenrion, to hear 


tt) Ut confit eat ur qua ficerit, ( } Place a Toads Heart on a Wo- 
Wanam aqualem comprebende vivam, © | mans Breaft, when fhe fleeps, to 
, rematte illam in make her tell her Secrets. Mixeldus 

ling same Super par-"® Century 2. », 6 . cited by Monfieur 

aormientis, qua cum | Thiers, in his Treatile of Superftition® 

vera dicets Trimum Magicum,|¢. 1. p. 369, 
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% what his Wife fhou’d fay; but the did not fpeak one word, 
h and he not having flept in Two Nights, fell afleep himfelf ; ——~ 
bur rifing in the Morning, he periwaded himfelf that the 

: reafon. why he had learnt nothing of what he fo much 

defir’'d to Know, that he had nor been {ufficiently attentive 
. in hearkening to what, according to him, muft infallibly 
have been faid. How great Satisfaction is ic to a fuper- 
ftitious Perfon, to have fuch a plaufible pretext to excule 

e We the Fault of his Superftition; we may very reafonably 
fuppofe that he was very careful nor to be any more 

» I overtaken by Sleep, at a time which requird fo much 

*¢ faa Vigilance: And effectually ro prevent his running the fame 

i Rif{que again, he flept part of the Day, and then made the 

at following new Experiment, 

é Which was alfo to difcover his Ladies Secrets whilft the | 
nt Ma was afleep. He plac’d a Diamant on her Head, (d) and then © 
5 fe expected the Alternative, mentiond below in the Nore [4] 

se Me Lhe fleeping Lady, fome Hours after, perhaps tird with 

ve Mn lying on one fide, alter’d hér Pofture, without waking, 

| and turn’d her back on her inquifitive Husband. This 

ve Wa Change threw him into a cruel Perplexity. He fometimes 


concluded *twas a Proof thar fhe Defpisd, and did nor arc 
all Love him. Bur yer, when he corifider‘d thoroughly 
Y @ what his Books affirm’d the muft have done to exprefs her 
b- Falfenefs, he thought his Conclufions unjuft,. fince the had 
not waked with Fear‘and Trembling. The firft thing which 
he did in the Morning, as foon as he got out of Bed, was 
fo fm to confult his Books, to examine whether "twas really by 
| them affirm’d thar fhe muft. have wak’d in Surprize and 
'@ Fear, to have qualify’d him to accufe her of Difloyaltys 


fy fy he found there that his Memory had not in the leaft deceiv’d 
2. him. After this Satisfaction, he thoyght fir to pufh his 
itials as far as his Reading had furnifh’d him wih Inftru- 

 ‘ctions to make them | 

ar 

at Ee fpent feveral Days in fearch of three. forts of Stones, 

to which the Superftitious attribute the Power of difcover- 
ing what one defires to know, The firft is call’d Galeriates 

Some tell us, that if we placeaf and ‘affrighted: the contraty, if 


eur Diamant on the Head of a Woman] the is Chafte, the’ affeGtionately em- 
ne He whilft the fleeps, we fhall difcover | brace her. Husband. We admirable Se- 
whether fhe is faithful or difoyal to} crets of Albertus Magnus, lib. 2. fs 
her Husband: becauft, if th: is falfe 146. Trinum Magicum, p. 
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(c) the fecond Quirim; (f) and the third Beraride; (8) but 
did nor find them, how diligent foever were his Endea-. 

" ¥ours, and how confiderable foever were the Summs which 
he offer'd to purehafe them. He was certainly very lucky,, 

- mot to meet with fome cheating Raical, difposd to take an, 
Advantage of his Folly ; for ’twou'd have been very ealy to 
have foid him other Stones of no value, ata very dear rate, 
under the Names of thofe which he defir’d, fince never ha« 
ving feen them, he cou’d nor have difcoyer'd the Cheat, He 
alfo enquird whether ‘twas not poffible to get fome 

of the Warer of a certain Fountain in Ethiopia, (4) to 
which the fame Virtue was afcrib’d; but fcarce any Body 
wou'd give him a Hearing, fo little did they comprehend 
what he meant If he had had no other Referve, he had 

- been inconfolable gn nor being able to get this wonderful 
Water, nor thole admirable Stones: but his Memory came im 
ro his Affiftance, and put him in Mind, that a Black-bird’s “4 

| Aig (4 or the Heart and Right-footr of a Night-Owl, (4) i 

“would produce the fame effect as thofe Stones or thar Foun; 
tain. His Man Mornand, who made a Trade of teaching 

Linnets. xo. fing, and Black-birds and Strerlings to fpeak, 

being, extremely ‘bent on making Money of every thing; | 
he had, Lfay, a perfectly well taught Black-bird, known 
to, all. that part of.the Tewn,. by his prating -Talent ; 
but hated ‘by moft of the Neighbourhood, by reafon no 
Sleep, noteven the moft profound was proof againft bit 


* 


tek <>) Avicen fays, that if the. Stone] whofe Waters have the property of 
Gileriate, Which is ‘found in Lybia, making all thofe who drink them, | 

ahd in. betagne, be beatén and wafh’d, | difclofe all they know. Diadorws Si 

Woman be made to wafh ic, if 

$s ‘not Chaftr, the will void her Urice}] (i) If a Black bird’s Heart be laid 
immediately, if the contrary, not. The fundes the Head of a Woman whilft 

_ atrmirable Secrets of Albert the G-ear, afleep, and the be interrogated; fhe'll 

fdeclare aloud whatever the thall have 

“CF The Stone makes cAdmirable Secrets of Albertus 

whatever he has in ‘his’Mirid, if | Magnus, 2. p. 119. Trinum Magica, 

-laid on his Head whilft hesaficep. This ppag. 187. ep 

is found in the Lapwing’: Neft (k) Tf the Heart and Right Foct 

is Commonly call’d, the Tra.sor's Stonc.}of a Night-Owl be laid on a Wo- 

Eman. when. afleep, the will infantly 

We know the Thooghts tell what the done, and anfwer 

of orher?, we are ro take | to the Queftions pur to her. The 
which Yeblack, and] mirable Secrets of “Albertus Megnii 
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whifting and chatteriig;’; He: had, ‘the ftrongeft. firill Pipe 


which had ever been-heard, and the Day fcatce appear'd, te= 
fore he made.a tertible Noife, and accordingly was eurs'd as 
often as he whiftled,. But Monfieur Oufle’s Superftition gave 
all his Enemies their. Revenge, which perhaps was the beft‘and 
moft profitable Action, which ir influenc’d him to perterm, 
during the whole time of its Reign over him, He then 
went to Mornand’s Chamber, and whiift his Man was gone 


| into the City to difcharge fome Commiflions eatrufted 
to his Care, he feizd this poor Animal, not iuffering him- 


felf to be foften’d by his chattering, unmercifully broke 


his .Neck, carry’d him away, and took our his Heart. 


He had the Night before order’d the procuring a Night- 


Owl, of which he likewife tock the‘Heare, and the'right 
Foor. We fhall not here take notice of the Affliction 


under whith Mornand labour’d at. his return when he 
mifsd his dear Black bird, “Tis fufficient to make the 
Reader comprehend it, to tell him that ‘cwas one of the 
able{t and moft skilful Pupils he had form’d, and thar 
he hopd for no {mall Sum from fuch good Education. 

Monfieur Ouffe thus provided with thele extraordinary 


and whimfical Ingredients, wentto Bed to his Wife ; for 


3 


4 


during thefe Tryals, he kept her Company every Night, at : ; 


which fhe was nor a little furpriz’d; but did not lay any 
Strefs on it, as of any Confequence. 
Sleep as {oon as he laid down in the Bed, ) 
good Spoufe any Difturbance, that fhe might Pom! 
what he only feem’d todo. The poor, Lady according 


be plaid with her. He then at firft rais'd her Head as gently 
low Voice, put thofe Queftions to her, on which he defir’ 

Satisfaction: but receiv’d no Anfwer to all thefe In:errogate- 
ries. Half the Night pafs‘d in this ridiculous Employment ; 
which he purfu’d for the remaining Moiety of it, after ha- 


as he cou’d, laid under it the Black-bird’s Heart ; then in a 


to, avoid giving 


do, 
em'd ¢ ly fell. 
‘faft afleep, far from fufpecting what Tricks were defign d te 


ving laid‘on her a Night-Owl'’s Heart and Foot. . In fhort,- 


finding all his Artifices fo unfuccefsful, he grined the Enter- 


prize, fully refolv’d never more to confult Sleep, fince he tiad 


receiv'd fo little Satisfaction from thence, Perhapsnow, we 
are apt to think chat, after having difcoverd the Vanity 
and Impofture of thefe Superftitious Practifes, -he no longer 


believ'd, but for ever renounc’d ’em > wé might indeed with 
‘Reafon conclude, that it fhould be fe; bur this Man, was 
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nitich prejudic’d in Favour of thefe ridiculous Follies, 

{all into a Refolurion fo feafonable: He always charg d the 
Fault on himielf: ic never came into his Thoughts to accule 
the Mafters which had given him thefe’ fine Inftructions : 
fo that very far from leaving them, he reaffumes his Cou- 
rage, and thinks of other Operations ; which we fhall fee. 
inthe eighth Chapter, 
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4 P of the Super(titious Tryals wheih Monfteur 
made, to difcover whither his. Lady war 


prizd, charm'd him the moft, and took the fafteft hold of ) 


A 
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SCT «thers, thofe oftwo Women, to whom he did not at all doubr 
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four Pillow. That Thiftle which will 

exprefs the Perfon who hw the greateft 
OP Fr ‘of ct Of the | Tendernefs for us, will puth outa freth 

Cr give each Thiftle | Sprout, and.freth Prickles, Thers Frew 
of nt of thafe’T-ree or | tile’ of Superftitions, p. 240. 
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true to | 178. 
Oufle again began his fuperftitionus Tryals with 
Invention which feeining prodigious, fell in extremely 
With his Taft. For as I’ve already: obferv'd, whatever fur- 
oe this Work. This fine Invention was to difcover the Perfon 
© —__ by whom one is moft lov'd by Thiftles. (2) To this end if, 
Be for Inftance, a Man wou'd know which of three Women 
— have the greareft tendernefs for him, he need only take the 
fleads of three Thiftles, cut off the fharp Points, give to 
ch-of the faid Thiftles, the Name of each of thele three 
Fomen, then lay’em under his Pillow ; and the fuperftitious 
Ajears impudently affirm,that the Thiftle which fhall jet our a 
Sprout, and frefh Prickles, will point out the Woman by 
m that Man.is moft belov'd. Monfieur Ouffe accordingly 
three Thiftles, to each of-which he affix’d a Paper, on 
».._* *Swhich he. wrote the Name of his Wife, and on the two o- 
_ but he was vety indifferent, And conlequently was fully 
_ difpos'd to conclude that Madam Oufle did nor love him, 


* 


if one of the Thiftlesof thefe rwo Women fhou'd happen to 
{prout out fome Prickles, without the orhers budding out as — 
many. He wentto Bed, after having,unknown to any Body, 
laid thefe three Thiftles under his Pillow. His Lady who 
was not yet gone to Bed, even when he flept moft profound- 
§ ly, finding on the Table in his Chamber, 2 Book open, and. 
lying with the open Side downwards, prompted by I know 
not what Curiofiry, very unufual to her, thought of looking ~ 
into the open Place, and'there found the Paffage of the 
Thiftles, The Difpofition of the Book inftantly gave her a 
Sufpicion, to clear which, the foftly fearch’d under his Pillow 
and there found the myfterious Thiftles; the reflecked on 
‘em very attentively, and read the Names of which I have. 
| been fpeaking: this was enougtrto fatisfy her that this was 
an Experiment which her Husband defign’d to make. The 
Names of the rwo other Women in{pird her in her turn al- 
fo with a Fit of Jealoufy : notwithftanding which fhe again 


™ laid the Thiftles in the Place where fhe found "em, without 


making any Alteration ; but yet with Intention, as we fhall 
hereafter fee, to play this curious Impertinent a Trick. She 
did not fleep fo well this Night, as on thofe before mention‘d. 
On the Morning Monfieur Oufle thought of his Thiftles, 


took up, confider'd’ em, and found neither frefh Bud, / 


nor frefh Prickles. But yer was not at all alarm’d at thar, 


becaufe he imagin’d that more than one Night was-re- 
quifite to perfect fuch a wonderful Operation, and accor- 


dingly determin’d to continue the Tryal the next: Night 


Madam Oufle who had obferv’d every Step of his Conduct 
every Day, did not in the 'leaft doubr bur that he wou'd, 
repeat the fame Operation the Night following ; for which 
Reafon the made a Provifion of Thiftles. The Night came 
on, fhe went to’ Bed firft, pretended to fleep, and faw the 
 Thiftles plac’d. Monfieur Ovfle flept, fhe-arofe, took “em a- 


way, and laid in their Place three of her own providing, 


after having wrote on *em thefe three Namesy Michael, Ga- 
briel, BeelZebub: fhe cut off rhe Prickles ofthe two fieft, 
and them on that to which fhe had given-the diabolical 
How great was the Surprife and Amazement of Monfieur 
Oufle in the Morning, when he found this Change-of,the 


Names, and. was inform’d that Beslzebub wasone ok his 


‘beft Friends! What Divertifemenr did the fameTime 


give Madam Oufle, to fee his uneafinelsand Perplegity 


. 


é 
| 
; ? 
= 
» 
ye 
A 
. e- 
* 
| 
> 2 
i‘: 
= 
| 
| 
| 
¥ 
a} 
= 
i 
Pu 
‘ Be 
‘ d 
4 
é 
3 
ade 
+ % 


583} 


~ 


€ 


Ws, 


fhe having forefeen that he woud certainly be difturb’d:and 
gonfounded, atthe Sight of this ftrange Metamorphofis, 
ply’ herfelf the whole Day to watch his Looks and Moti- 

ens,’ By which Obfervation the difcover'd, that he refolvd 
‘to repeavithe Tryal again, to determine what he onght to 


- Gouclude. While on his Sidehe was hunting for Thiftles,to fee 


whether Beelzebub woud obitinately perfilt in terming 
felf his Friend, fhe prepar’d others, to continue perplexing 
‘him, and:at the fame time turn this Superftition to her Ad- 
vantage, by convincing him, that no Perfon lov’d him with 
‘more Tendernefs and Sincerity than herfelf : to which pur- 
fe we may eafily imagine that fhe took care to provide 
hiftles, one of which to bear her Name, and at the 
fame time to have its Prickles: which fhe did nor fail to do. 
She laid in the Place of thofe of her Husband, the three 
which fhe had prepar'd, that is to fay, two with the Names 
of thofe two Women above-mentiond, with the Prickles 
cut-off, and the third which bore her own, with the Sharp 
Points untouchd ; fo that this was a full Proof to this fu- 
perftitious and credulous Man, that his Wife was the Perfon 
inthe World which lovd him moft. Thus they who give 
into Superftitions,are almoft always the Bubbles of the Subtle 
and Cunning, who know their Weaknels, nor to fay,” their 


Folly. Happy they, when no worfe cheated than Monfieur 


Oufle, on this Oceafion! For in fhort, we muft do his Lady 
juftice, in fairly owning, that fhe fincerely lov’d him, that 


. fe was nor guilty of any of thofe Falfities which he fear’d, 


as alfo that her Deceit to endeavour to convince him of her 


Love was not blameable. Since fhe found him difposd’ to 
_ © believe nothing which was not told him by Superftition, fhe 


feems nor to be criminal, in making ufe of that Superftition 
‘to draw him out of Error, and lead him to Trath. But it 


_ Being the Bufinefs of learned Doctors to decide this Cafe, 


I refer my felf, without Appeal ro their Determination. 


~ In the Interim whilft they are concluding and confulting 
together in order to agree in the fame Opinion, ’tis proba- 


ble that many People will approve Madam Oufle’s Conduct, 
When one has to do with the Perfons of the Character of 
her Husband, one is expos'd to fo many extravagant Steps, 
‘that tis very hard to let flip thofe Occafions whieh offer, to 

‘free one from fuffering by their Follys. BS ae 

~_ Return we to the Exploits ofonr Vifionary : bur in doing 


} fo, I really commit a fort of Violence on my felf; for 
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J Gnd I'm fo inclin’d to an Invective againft the Diftraction 
of his Mind, and the Caufe of it, thar if I was not afraid of ti- 
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x. 


the Reader, who expedts Facts, rather than morak 


Reflexions, I fhou'd enlarge my felf as far as the Subject 


| _Monfieur Quffe in the Morning lookd over thele famous 


Thiftles, not at all doubting but thofe which he found, were 


the fame which he had laid under his Pillow; for he was 
very far from {ufpeéting the Trick which had been plaid him. 
‘He found a freth Subject for his Admiration, when he faw 
the Prickles on that which bore; his Wives Name, and the 
two others without any. He' felt ’sis true aJoy at this 
Sight; bur that Joy infenfibly diminifbd, in pro 


confidering that thefe three Tryals declar’d three different 
Things. In the firft there was no Alteration ; the fecond 
inform’d him that the Devil loy’d him better than any Body 
elfe ; and by the Thitd it appear'd, that his Wife Jovd him 
beft. Thefe Differences furnith’d matter for feveral Specusr 
lations, which ended at laft in bringing him to conclude, 
that he ought nor to give more credit to the laft Tryal than to 
the two former, and that therefore a Fourth was abfolutely 


necefflary to decide this Difpute. He then made this Fourth 


Tryal, aod Madam Oufle, by her Addrefs, rendred it equal- 
ly effectual with the Third, fo that her Husband wholly was, 
or at leaft almoft intirely convine’d of her Virtue and. good 
Conduct, I fay, at leaft almoft, becaufe what happen’d the 
fame Day, gave Reafon ro believe that there yet remaind 
fome Doubts in his Mind. | | 


He being difturb'd by various Thoughrs on this Subject, 


and a fort of Uneafinefs which woud not let him ftay long 
in one Place, rook a ‘Walk after dinner in a large Garden:be- 
longing to him, and which being about three quarters of a 
Mile out of the City, was intirely out of the great Noife of 
it, and frequently ferv’d ‘him for an agreeable Retreat, when 
_ he wou'd ‘nor be interrupted in his Projects, and Imagina- 


tions. This Garden was perfectly well kept; the thaded 
part of it, the Fruirs, the Flowers, the Jiguminous Plants. 


wanted nothing which the Seaion woud allow of ; and the 


whole difplay’d a Neatnefs, which gave a real Pleafure ; Af 


ter having vifited his Kitchin Garden, he enrred into a fort 
of Bowling-green plor, adorn’d: with all forts of Flowers, 
according tothe Seafon, Thofe which moft engap'd ‘his 
yes, 


ion to 
his Reflexions increafing. Thefe Reflexions .confifted in 
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_ Byes, were feveral Heliotropes, which took up his I 
foralong Time:-which is nor to be wond 
gaembred to have read, that 1 


‘ 


s 


‘ 


at; for he 
f one of thefe Flowers gather'd’ 
in Augu/t, when the'Sun is in Leo, and if after wrapp’d up 
ia a Lawrel.Leaf, with a Wolves Tooth, this little Pacquet 


” be laid in a Church ; during the whole time it fall remain’ 
there, ‘the Women who have been falfe to theit Husbands, | 


will not be able to go out of the Church. (6) 
Twas exactly the time mark’d out for this Superftirious 


Practice, that Monfieur Oxjle was in his Garden‘; 
~~ and accordingly the Means of intirely {atisfying himfelf 
on what he fo, earneftly defir'd to know, which prefented 

-themfelves, feem'’d to him too eafy; to be neglected. He 


had in his Garden abundance of Heliotropes and Lawrels ; 
a Wolves Tooth was not fo hard to be found as the Stone — 
Quirim, above-mention’d : for which Reafon he inftantly re- 


-folv'd tomake thisnew Tryal. He then immediately went 
in queft of a Wolves Tooth ; inftead of one, he found a— 
a great Number, and for fear of wanting, bought Six, 
freely giving what Price the Seller ask'd, fo fearful was he 
_ that they fhon’d efcape him, and {o throughly was he perfua- 
- ded, that he fhou’d be ar laft perfectly inform’d of what 


he onght to think of his Wives Conduct. He returns to his 
Garden, provides him(elf with Heliotropes and Lawrels, 
but withal takes care to keep ‘em from the Eyes of thofe 


_ Perfons which he might happen to meet. After he came home, 


he laid allin a fafe Place, and Night being come,’ be fhut 


‘himfelf up, and fecretly prepar'd his Pacquet, fully refolv'd 


to make wl€ Of it the next Day. 


Thus then he executed his Defign. He learnt exactly 
_ Of his: Wife what hour fhe wou'd go to Church; he 


came there. fome moments before her, he plac’d the He- 


- Getrope with all its Sawce ina Corner, and hid it fo well 


that no Body coud fee itr. He hid himielf, faw his Wife | 


ee fome time before Noon. After the had difcharg’d 
hl her Religious Duties, in about half an Hour fhe went 


| out 


A 


we lay in a.Church a Heliotrope, | have been falfe to their Husbands, ~ will 
having gather'd it im.the Month of 
sAaguft, whilft the Sun-is in Leo, and. 


uot be able to go out ef rhe Church, 


: ou Admirable Secret. bert 
‘wrap, 7d it up ina Lawrelfeaf with a] 2 730 
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yet the: Pacquet was-{till in the fame Place, which gave 


our Fantaftick an inconceivable Joy: fince giving fomuch . 
Credit, as he did, to all thefe Superftitious Practices, Ke 


had no room left to doubr of his Ladies Fidelity. °Tis 


really crue, this laft Trial render'd him fo very eafy, that 


he wholly quitted all thoughts of making any farther. 
Experiment. Burt yet he relolyd to give himfelf, she 


Pleafure of ieeing, whether of all the Women which 


were at Church, there might nor be fome one, which 
cou'd not get out, whilft his Pacquet remaind where he 
had plac’d it. Luckily for their Reputation, purfuant to 


his. Superftitious Prepoffeffion, they all. went out, -one af- 


ter another, except one, who ftay’d fo long, that ar laft 
our curious Impertinent growing impatient, took his Pac- 
quet, went out of the Church and waited at the Door, 
to fee whether fhe follow’d him ; the came out according- 
ly, almoft immediately after him; ‘but ’twas becaufe fhe 
had finifh’d her Devotions, and not as he believ’d, be- 


caufe the Heliotrope was taken away. But yet he did 


not fail to take it. for a certain Jruth, that ‘twas that 
Flower that kept her fo long in the Church ; and to fee 
whether he was altogether in the right to believe .fo, he 
follow’d her, dogge’d her Home, and informd-himfelf of 
her Condition, and found that fhe was a Maiden. Gen- 
tlewoman of abour Twenty, who had refasd feyeral.con- 
fiderable offers of Marriage ; that fhe had rejected em 
all, becaufe the had renounc'd the World; that fhe had 


always led a very regular Life, and that fhe was abour 


fhutting herfelf up in a Convent for the remainder of -her 
Days. So that the. Heliotrope coud not be of any Vir- 
tue with regard to her, fince irs end was only to difco- 
ver thofe Women which had been Falfe. ro. rheir Hus- 


bands. Monfieur Ouxfle, who was not at all fond of a © 


gut of the Church with. feveral other. Perfons, who had, 

as well as the, been prefent at the fame Worthip ; and 


| 
a 
through Examination of thefe Superftirious Practices, when a 
there feem’d r€afon to call in queftion the Performance oe 
of what they pretended ; refolvd againft any Enquiries = =~ ¥ 
concerning it. Thus the Superftitious have fo great am 
Averfion for all poffible means of undeceiving them, that A 
they are eafily deluded. Don’t we daily fee Women run A 
after Female Fortune-Tellers, and obftinately refufe 10 a 
yield to Reafon, how conclufive foeyer the Arguments may 4 
| ij 


| which are d ts 


oe “tender Sentiments for him, for two Reafons ; the Firft was’ 


forefee “what they predict : but on ‘the contrary’ obfti- 
Tales which they have taken for 
Truths, to fupporc the pretended “Science of thefe Shes’ 
Cheats; agdinft the beft grounded Principles made ufe of 
td undeceive them ? What Objects of Pity are they to 
#éafbnable Men! and how ridiculous do they appear even 
#0 their Gypfies;*when they confult them with fo much 
Confiderite ! Thete ‘is not certainly one of them which do 
nor look with Pity and Contempt, on all thofe who are 
fo weak, and Fools enough to regard what they fay, as 
infallible Qracles of what is to to them. But 
firice we fhall hereafter meet with Examples of it, pafs 
‘we to another Chapter, where ‘we fhall fee the Abbor 
Doadeu alfo act his Parts. | 


. 
a 
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Of the Difference which arofe betwixt Monfteus 
 Oufle and his Wife, and the Super |titious Means 
‘psd by their Son, the Abbot Doudou, to ¢n- 
deavour to make Peace betwixt "em 
out: was (0 perfedtly clear’d of the Jealouty 
“"~.. Which he had entertain’d of his Wife’s Conduct, that 
to fee the Complaifance, and all the obliging . Civilities 

which he fhewd her, one wou'd have {aid there had not 
_. Been any Alteration in his Tendernefs. But yet he had 
_ behav’d himfelf very coolly to her, duringgall the foremen- 
- tioned Trials; but whether *cwas thar be was truly faris- 


- fyd the had nor abus‘d him, or that he was weary of per- 

him with fo many Uneafinefles and Diftur- 
atices ; lie treated her with as much Affection, as if he had. 
fever doubted of hers. But fhe had not perfectly the. like» 


becaufe fhe had difcover’d an Ill Opinion of her ; the 
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evaili that: 1erfelf 
prevailing was, thac: fhe fi 


Women 


geil of Falfiry, onsaccount of thofe: Two 


rations prevented het making any returns to his obliging «and 
render Addreffes ; fhe feem’d to look on ‘em with: Confuse — 
Gon, and nor.to bear ‘em withour Pain ; which her 


and fhallow Knowledge, thought himfelf: entituled to make 
™ Reinonftrances and give Advice ; in a forr:blam’d the fmall — 
™ Returns fhe made to the Marks of her Husband’s Tendernefs. - 
She had good Nature enough to hear him, tho’ what he 
faid was not worth while; but fhe took care,not to own 
herfelf in the wrong? After having patiently heard the 
Abbot's wretched Sermon, fhe talk'd in her rurn, and gave 
Bhim a pathetical and exact Account of all that had pafs'd. 
Me He reply’d with great warmth in juftification of his Fa- 
Mther. But yet left his Mother no more convined by his’ 
Me Difcourfe, than if he had nor faid one word. She heartily — 
Mpity’'d him, and he fhrunk. up his Shoulders; for, being 
very near as Superftitious as his Father, he coud not relifh 
Seany thing fhe faid, becaufe fhe had no Tafte that way. 
= But in the mean time this Difference infenfibly encreasd 
mon both Sides: for the Husband tit'd with feeing his Affecti- 
mon rewarded with Indifference, at laft rerurn'dCoolnets for 
= Coolnefs, and Contempt for Contempt, ull high Words: be- 
Mm came reciprocal. Our Abbor finding that. his Kemonftrantes 
producd no good effect, was devoutly perfuaded, that fince 
the Intention was Reconciling Man and: Wife, andyparticu- 
larly his‘ Father and. Mother, ‘twas allowable for him tocall 
to his Affiftance fome Superftitious Practices, For whavis 
ignorant Bigor-without Brains capableoff! 
This Dutiful Son the Abbor turn’d over his Books to fup- 
ply the Deficiencies of admirable Speech: Admirable; I 
mean, only in his own Opinion, he thought it fo; bur I 
conclude from the Character which has been given me of 


w 


particular on it, if ic had reach’'d my Hands... 


charitable Operation of which he was fo defirons, faan 
fome which he thought perfectiy proper. His Books to 


neceflary 


lwhich the Thiftles had mention'd. Thefe Two Confide- 


dren perceivd. The Abbot Doudou, who by _ his Devotion * 


_ The Abbot Doudou, after having ran thro’ feveral Books; 
in fearch of the Methods of performing this’excellenraid 


him, that to-re-unite'the Affection of Man and ‘Wife, ‘twas 


the Man, thar neither the Reader nor myfelf. wowd shave: ~ 
thoughr{o, if wHhad heard it. ¥ fhou'd have been: more. 
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Male-Qiuail, and «the Woman that ‘of a Female-one, 
= or to make ufe oftheir Hair, after having made an Offering 
ig fit; in? a -mariner, which may be termd impious, we 
the. Reverence due to Religion ; (b) or caufe ‘em 
about “em the: Marrow of the left Foor of a Wolf 
bit of Harts-Horn.  (d) This well-meaning young 
“Gentleman on: the fame Day tryd all thefe-Follies, proba- 
imagining, that four fuch powerful» Secrets, and thofe 
anired together, cou’d not be refifted; fince: he did. nor 
doubt but-that one of them alone was {ufficient to. produce 
effet, He was alfo very careful (and thatby a Seruple 

of Gonfcience):to keep them fecret, ‘being -perfuaded, that 
others knew thele Receipts, they might imitate them, and 
petform them with the fame Innocence as he did.. 
>... .¢ommon with People of this fort, ro flatter themfelves witha 
power of rendring that lawful to them, which woud be 
— Flamesble in others. But yet all thefe Practices did not 
make the Jeaft Alreration in the Humours of Monfieur 
and Madam Ouffe ;-at' which the Abbot Doudou was amazd. 
musf? be very tenacious, fays he to himfelf,. fince 
"3 cou’d not be cur’d by means fo well authoriz'd.; that is to fay, 

mentioned in Books which he look’d on as:Oracles, of which 
_  *tis not allowable to doubt. It appeard then daily, thar 

this Man and Woman became more and more iniuppor 
il gable to one another. 

+ Nonerede, who was very uneafy at this growing Difcord,@ 

and who feard it might terminate in an open, publick, andi 
profefsd Rupture, difcours’d each of them in private, got 

from them both their Reafons for this Carriage ; and know: 

ing that ‘twas neceflary, in order to a Reconciliation, tharj 

- (a) To prevent Differences and a] (c). ‘Tis written inthe Book of Clea 

Divorce berwixt a. Man and his Wife, | patra. that the Woman who is not fatise 

‘take two Qnails Hearts, the onc. of 2] fy’d with her Husband roConcent, need 

Male, the other of a Female, and cay’ | only take the Marrow of the lefc Foot 

the Man to carty:about him the Maic,, of wolf, and carry irabous hee ; wheo 
and the Woman the*’Female. the fhill be and be the only 
Secrets of Alb. Magnus, /.3 pag. | Perfon which he will love. cAdmirable 
-Mizal. Cent. 8. n. 18. Treatife Secrets of Albertus Magnus, /, 2. pags 
flitions, by Monf. Thiers. 1. p, 283. 4-143. 
Dictnt Vis ut maritus tuus diligat’ (d) Let the yyoman caule her Husband 
accipe de ommibus & | to wear abour him a bit of Harts- Horn, 
illos ad altare ter ‘cereo ardenti | that he may continue always in’ good 
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quando portabis sllos fuper caput Correfpondence her, M:zald,Cent. 
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firmly,.concluded, that there never afterwards happen‘d 


; Return weito Monfieur Oufle, whois juft making a Figure 


they.fhon’d,explain themfelves. to.cach other, wwhich:they 
had nor yet done,“ he.ebtaind; of. ,em.that they fhouw’d do 
it before him. Thefe Conferences were fo fuccefsful, that 
as.foon as ended, and his wife’ Man had. accompany’d: them 
with his judicious Remonitrances, their, Reconciliation was 


any; appearance.of Difcord berwixt them. ‘Tis thus.thac 
Domeftick roils are appeas‘d, when, thofe who preténd 
make up, have! Underftanding enovgh to know.-what 
ought to be|done, and Prudence enough-to apply it proper- 
ly... This Ability is hat to be met with amongit che Doydopi's, 
I mean, amongft thofe People; who being full. of nothing 
but Trifles, venture to form: Defigns which, cannot,.be exe- 
cuted ; as ‘tis with thoie who have Dilcretion enought 


| 


very, different from thofe which we have reprefenteds., 0.1 


f 


J 


he was Content with his Fortune,and) Seat, fo he look’d on, 


He. very: feldom took more Pleafiire than what Necefiity re. 


quir’d;) and Regularity allow’d. «As for Love he knew no-. 
thing of ir, and had never felt its Darts with regard to any 
but Madam Oufle, whom he long lov’d before he marry’d 


and after Marriage, lov’d none but her, 


~ 


t 
a J 
Monfteur' Oufle camerte Le in Love;\amd 
what he did to render himf{elf below. 
Oufle, excepting his, Superftitions, had pafsd 4 
his Life. very eafily. 1 donc; hear chat he, had 
| been. difturb:d by any. of thafe Paffions. which a 
y the r, and diforder — 
s by the Anxieties which it gave ‘em to raife and agrandine 
themfelves. He was not troubled with any of thofe greedy 
ly Cares, of continuglly. acquiring more Riches than he poffefsd, ; 
wherefore Avarice,coud never find an Entrance with a 
p, 
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‘Mortienitiof which I'm going to fpeak. “We thall {ee which 


that Moment, arid what were its Effects: 


wretched Book falfly afcrib’d to an Illuftrious’ Author, 


fill’d'with impudent'and bare-fac’'d Lyes, ventur’d to af. 


<> Siem.o"Phat Children’ born on the Fifteenth Day of thé Moon, 
“naturally Jove Women (2).' Monfieur Ouffe had {everal times 


‘read: this Paflage, without taking {carce any Notice of its 


(One Day; when amufing himfelf with — afrer the 


“Moment of ‘his’ Birtl; he’ found by the way, that he was 


Born on the Fifteenth Day of the Moon ; and fonie time 
_- ‘after, the unhappy Paflage, of which 1 have been {peak- 


ing; by Chance, in the courfe of his Reading, fell under his 
Eyes, and chang’d his Mind and Paffions in the manner 
are going toread. 


He at that moment rhonght that he felt a violent Inchinas | 


Women, which he cou’d not refit. The fole Opi- 


nion which he had that thefe impertinent’ Books ‘never fay. 


‘any thing which is not true, producd this Inclination, by 
the- Force of his Imagination; fo that it may rather 


imaginary than real. This is fo true, far | 


we can judge by his paft Conduct, he had continu’d in 

‘Joving sone but Madam if his Book had faid, that 
‘Children Born on the Fifteenth Day of-the Moon, love no 
more than one Woman. [ think myfelf oblig'd to do him 

is. Juftice, \fince I never heard any thing to thé 
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itfous. 
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inform d myfelf, before. I. publifhd this Hiftory, .of whar- 
= foever was of moft Importance, in order to enable me to , 
. know him thoroughly ; and 1 proteft, all thofe who knew Fp 
hint molt intimarely, have exprefs d themfélves ro me in fuch 
Terins as mé to believe, and publickly declare, that 
his preateft Fault was that of giving too into 
“To fay the ‘Truth, ‘one cannot help’ concluding him § 
much to blame ro be’infaruated by fuch: Follies, and ‘alé 
f0'that thofe who wrote them are yet more fo, for without 
he: not have’ fall’n inro thefe Extravagancies. 
Yitteme then into his Head, that the Stars had given himy k 
eat Anclination to Women ; and ‘twas curfed Prepof- 
1@ féffion which led him to ati Engagement of which he never * 
es had thought, if he had nor been-io Supertt 
Childcen [Bornon_ the. 


Wee 


nde 


m i thall nor hete patticnlarize all that he did or faid.to ins 
form Dulcine of his Love, nor of thé Converfations whith 
he had.wish her on thar Subject ; how. the receis‘d his Des 
mclaration, his -Affiduity,:and other, complaiiant and:prefling 
m Practices of thofe ‘Love Tis enough for the 
know thar fhe plainly gave him to underftand, that as 
fought not to love any other. befides his Wife, fhe,wowd 
never admit of 4 Paffion which he could not difpofeofinFa- = 
Bvour of any other; The Reader will be very much furptizd 
when: T affure-yhim.that Monfiéur Quffe was fall of Joy. 
he had toom to beli¢ve that *twou'd be almoft jmpofible for 
lim tO thake her Love ; but, yet ‘this if very tfut, ihe 
feafon is, he knew that his Supérftitious Bobks Mint 


féveral Day$in Love, Ichowing With whom, '‘whick 
is nor very furprizing, beca HE was enamourd for any <a 
Reafon,: thati: becaufe he abfolutely -réfolv’d to be fo 4 
ald wou'd fiot be  fot-any orhéiRea(on, “thar becaufe: the 
Stars, ‘according to had ‘abfolutely: Decteed ic: And. 
chat enough to {uch a°Man ‘as he, who madeit his 4 
 Duty'to'be a’Slave 
whoni‘he’ had freqiént Opportunities of: fecing; 
becaule' fhe was Friend of Madam Ovfle's,. was 
the fir Womat whom he re(lv'd 46 love.» Before prow 
farther “in°declatmg the Succefs of this Amour, 4 
proper to hifit,’ that Monfieur Onjfe loved orily for the fake 
of loving. His only Ajith was to prove; ro himfelf, thatch 
had‘h ftrong Inclination for Women;' ‘and “that he ‘did no¢ 
contradict ‘what the’? Moment of his Birth predicted of hint. 
| His Intentions were very. pure, tho’ his Advances feein’d: as 
warm as thofé which® proceedéd: from’ the’moft ardent Pafs 
The Widow in-Queftion,’ and whore! thall call 
fee that | may not dilcover her, was young, handfome, rich; id 
and very difcreet. Monfieur Oufle was then in an advanced we 
‘Age, and not any thing like’an’ Adonis: ‘The Widow's Eftare 
being alfo very grear, canfequéntly fet het in futh a Station i 
as to have no need of, this Lover’s Liberalities, if he wou'd 
have beftow’d.’em’: She was out-of the danger of fuffering 7 
herfelf to be furpria’d by Itirereft,' and felling her Favours fot 
But whag farther rendred. this Conqueit éxtrethe 
ificult, was; thar was a) married Man, and thar hes 
Vitrue incompatible with fach an Engagement, which : 


ASee the Differs the Hip & 
Baftores lent diftillat ai inguine pomanes, at the of 


“The HISTORM of 


to excite Love. And.chus be wes 
pleasd with Dulcine for the Refiftance. the made 
than he’ woud have oes if he had found her-eafy... He Dee, 
‘catresa Lover out of Superftition, and alfo defir'd nothing. 
"more than to make ule of -itjin the Conduct of ;his: Amours,. 
The. Hippomanes, (b).that famous Philtre, of which both, 
Ancients and Moderns have. faid. fo. much, and which hag; 
been the Subject of {fo many Diflertations, on. the (c)won- | 
detful Property .afcrib’d to it; was,the,,ficlt Inftramens 
he refolv'd to. make. ufe of to vanquith the infenfibi-, 
tity of Dulcine.; promifing himfelf, founding,.as he did, 
the Corifidence he had in his Books, that the wou'd hereafter. 
to have as; great an Inclination for -him; as. fhe had 
hitheito He. then. made.ufe of it, ppr- 
fuant to the Rules with'which his reading had furnifh’d 
he made two different: Trials, and. as cool 
with regard to him,'as. if there never had been any Hippomar 
mes in the World. But yet, after thefe Trials, Mont. Oufle. 


_perfaded that the, seally lovid, 


to be a bit of | -mention’d inya 
Flefh, of the. bignefs of (mall Folio, printed. at . London, 1671 
dry Fig, which. the Foal brings with i it | entitul "A New - - Met hod and ‘extra- 
its Foaling. - The Dam, ‘added, } ordinary "Invention dreffing Her[es, 
teats off as (oon as the Foal is in the according . ‘to which perfelbed 
World, in order.to eat it, and if fhe by the fubsilty of. an Jet 
oes not find it, has {o great an averfion | by any but ibe mot$' Noble, High, ahd Poe 
Her Foal, char fhe cannot beat’ the'} tent’ Prince, Cavendifh, Duke; 
fight ‘offir,  Hippomanes has for | Marquis aud Earl of ‘Newcaftle,: Ge, 
ghe moft famous of all Phileres, ‘when | The Author, of ook. affects, thes 
pulveriz'd, ‘tis taken with the Bleod of never faw ing On a’Foal’s Fore- 
him ’tis defign’d to make to Din | head chat’ thi comes from the 
Cur. Coif which: is called the Secondine, in 
afferted, that if H be which the Foal, is; wrap’d, and all, the 
dyd in a new glaz’d Zarthen Pot, in , Strings of which center at the end, 
Oven, when the Bread is drawn out, | which tefémblé a-fort of ‘knoe}* and 
@pdithar if carrying ix about‘one, one] hang the and; 
_ only-makes the Perfon. whom one] foon as the: Foal is come. out, this 
would pe lov’d to touch it, “ewill fuc. | Knot and the Coif, which is the "fame 
Little Al. thing, fall rogether. - Go that the Ap 
pamanes has-not/ only none; :of- rhole 
is a Venom which iffiues | Virtues which are afcrib‘d to.it. by cae 
from a Mare,. when the is prone to take | dulour Antiquity 5 but alfo “tis falfe cha 
Horfe, Trevowx Ditionary, the Foal: has rhis: excrefcence 


Bee Hippomanes vero quod nomine | Nits. Front, ras'was, then{believ'd 


(Virg Georg. 1, 3. | the 
| cupide filtas ab equa. 
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this Pérftiation: was, ‘that fhe feeing et ‘Lovet: was 
and ‘that have no room: to fear:any furious Tran? 


ports, 'refoly'd to'divert herfelf with him. For which |Rea- 
fow the’ veceiv'd him with mote Gaiety than fhe had done; 


fhe Iaugh’d at, and agreeably rally’d his amorous Proteftau- 
‘ons, his tender’ “Looks, vhis refpectful -Pears, dis bright 


‘Thoughts when he °werer'd *em, “his little: Cates; his Afidui- 
“ty: and Complaifance,;'and in thort,’ all the Affected -Deport- 


‘ment of Men in ‘Love; of which he endeavour’d to acquit 


thimfelt rhe beft he cou’d.. Poor Monfieur Oufle wou'd) eality 
have feen that fhe rally’d him, if he had not been’ prepofle(s'd, 
thatthe Hippomanes muft infallibly have had its Effect. * "Tis 
© true faid he to himfelf, Du/cine does nor tell me. that fhe 
loves me; but ’tis alfo certain, thar the Pleafure. which fhe 


4 takes to fee andshear me, fhews that the has.a. greater. Ten- 


dernefs for me, than the dares publickly.own, Vir- 
tue hinders. her ‘declaring it: What have I. more+to with 


know that i’m lov’d ‘by her whom] love, 


“Before the trial of the Hippomanes, fhe wou'd {catce bear 
“my Addreffes; bur after having cail’d to my Affiftance 
“© thar wonderful and charming Secret, very far from being 
‘* infupportable to:her, I almoft always make her laugh, fo 
agreeable are my Actions and Difcourfe to her. Again, .I 
“ fay, what can I with for more? he’ 


felf with ‘having’ artain’d his End, . 
He hadi ftuck by thefe fo if he 
had not been tempted by what: he read: afterwards, to try 


fome other Superftitious Practices, which feem’d to him 
equally eafy and efficacious: So true ‘cis that Superftition 
follow’d him clof ay every where, and that he never loft 
hero: 

“The Firft of thefe: Experiments confifted i in the U fe of the 
‘Fur at the end ot a Wolf's Tail; (d) the Second. in faften- 


ing to his Neck certain barbarous "Words, (e) which are in- 


comprehenfible to us, and even to thofe who invented *em. 


The Third,in the right fide of a Frog knaw’d by a Pifmire. (f) 
‘he Fourth, in rubbin g the Hands with the JHieg of vera 


“ 


a@ Wolfe's Tail, the Vertue exciting Body love you. Mr. Thiers: 
Love.” Div. Cur. 6. 23 te Pe 410, | 


(f) faid, tharof a 


fe) 5 about your Neck rhefe Words, 
green Frog, knaw’d Pifmires, the 
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totichi ing the Rerfon one withes to maké lore 
‘one. The Fifth;in wearing on the Stomach a Kite’s heads. 
‘The Sixth, in a Pomatum compos'd of the Marrow: of 
‘the left Foot: of. a” Wolf, ‘Ambergtis, and Cyprus. Pow. 
ér. ‘(i 
eur Oufle, arm’d with thefe Secret. 
“to Dulcine with fuch a certain affurance of Succefs, ‘thar. be 
though: that as foon as he within the «fight of, -her, 
“fie muft have flung her Arms about: his Néck3" hot thathe* 
‘was fond of thefe Caretfes, or if he wifh'd for ? fem, “cwas 
-only becaufe he look’d on ‘em as Proofs of Affection, and 
‘pot that he defir'd °em with any voluptuous Intention. 
She receiv'd him as cuftomary, that is, as a Man that came 
‘to give her a’ fort of Diverfion, and confequently fhe was 
merry as foon as ever he appear’d. After converfing fome 
‘time with her, he negligently, and as by chance, pull’d out 
- a lictle Silver Box, in which -was this miraculnos Pomatum, 
‘the Scent of which being very-agreeable, Dulcine fhew’d that 
“fhe was pleasd with it ; nor was he lefs fo, to find thar fhe 
°awas fo charm'd with the Philtre which he had prepard for 
“her. He woud have herkeep it, and the receiv'd it without 
Compliment, or ‘Confequence ; by reafon -the Prefent was 
lof'fofmall Value, that “twas not it coud affect the 
“Wicerics. of her Freedom. 
We may think that Monf. Oufle being fare chat the 
often fmell to’ this Pomatum, and depending fo much-as he 
Ydid°on it, concluded that nothing more was tO gam 
Opis Miftrefs's Heartr.. 
conrinu’d vifiting her on the fame Foot, and wit 
ithe faitie Satisfaction ; asking mo more than to: be belovd; 
and believing himfelf to be fo, he aim’d ar meen farther. 
appy for-him, thar he was nor interrupted by his Wife in 


tide, Hat and the right Bearer bur twore efpecally Worn, 

"(vj To make a Man or Mromen Love (1) The way to be certainty tii 
one. tub both Hands with the Juice of | is to take the Marrow of a Wolf ‘s lefe 
Yervain, and then touch the Perfon by | Foor, and make of it a fort of Pomatum, 

one wa't'd helovid. The Adm:. with Ambergis and Cyprus, Powder, 
 wablé Stores of bertus: Magnus, !, 3) ry ir about one, and caufe 
par. 66 (mell of it from time to time, 
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all char pafsd, and fearing, in the Humour which;he begag. 
to be, his Addrefling. to. other. Women, who word be in- 
clin’d to take Advantage of his Weaknels; the,-on her Gide, 
contributed as mtich as fhe cou'd.to his. Amufemedt with: this: 
Widow,: with: whefe Difcretion fhe being perfectly well ac- 
quainted, that hindged:her fearing -any of thofe Effects, e- 
qually dangerous to. Husbands and Wives. But’yet her. 
. Precaution. was .of very little Effect, for Monfieur Oufle 


‘sefolving ‘to loye more than two Women, .in order, to. his. 


fironger Conviction of his pretended Natural Inclination, 5 “a 
engag'd elfewhere, and that unhappily, for he caft his Eyes 
ona Perfon of a very different CharaGter from. that of Dul- a 
cine ; as we fhall fee in the following Chayenw id 
d 


Of Mr. Oufle’s Engagement with a new Miftrefss 
the Superftitions Praétices which he usd te 
make her Love bim; and what was the Event. 


rT Here was in Monfieur Oufle's Neighbourhood a young 
Woman, avery Coquette, whom. fhall call Dorsfe = 
Her Family was of the moft Vulgar Sort, but her.Deport-_ 
anent made her feem a Lady of Quality, by reafon’ fhe — 
was very Beautiful, and knew fo well how to make ule of =~ 
her Charms, as co fupply the Obfcuriry of her) Family, 
and the Meannefs of her Birth. None of ber. Relations 
appear’ d. with her, but a pretended Aunt, ,who. feemd 
Difcreet and Strict, for no other Reafon thanithat her. pre- 
fended Niece might appear fo that tho’ 
ly Miftrefs of herfelf, fhe yet fhew'd a great Dependance on | 
the Will of her imaginary Aunt, and an extream fear of 
‘qifpleafing and angring her, which. was an artificial Conduct 
to keep thofe who figh’d for her long in Breath, and 
languifhing ; to the end, rhat by this Fear and Dependance,be- 
fupply’d with continual Difficulty.co object againft grant- 
their Defires, they might long with, and confequently-Jong 
gontiuue making of Prefents ; = unt, an old Stagerin 
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this "Trade, having frequently’ advertis’d her, that “Me 
longer than their Defires laft, and thar they ‘almoft 


i 


“always hold their Hands when they've nothing” thor’ to 
with ‘Dorife had made fo good ufe of this Advice, thatthe 


was grown rich enough’to make a magnificent Figure Abroad, 


and live fplendidly at Home. Her Drefs:‘was the Rule for 


all thofe Women’ who moft aim’d at acharming Air.’ Some 


of the Men which frequented her, valu’d’ her becaufe “twas 
reported; thatin giving Leffons of Good Breeding, agreeable 
Deportmient,’ and the Conduct of Life, none coud exceed 


Monfieur Oufle refolurely undertook this Conqueft. He 


was.at firft receiv'd'asa Man known to be very Rich; that 
is to fay, with much-Civiliry and Refpect. Both the Aunt 


_and the Niece perfuading themfelves that he was capable of — 


bettering. their Circumftances, made ule of all the moft 
.  dextrous Artifices to hold him loug in an Uncertainty with 
‘regard to their Sentiments concerning him, in order to fee 
whether he wou’d take out of his Purfe the moft proper 


Means to clear rhis Difficulry. He accordingly.frequently © 
_ tiiadé Prefents, and they had the goodnefs to receive ‘em, 
trading Coquersgenerally do, They think they doa great 

_ Favour in receiving Gifts, and Men are Fools enough to.ex- 


prefs their Sence of their great Obligations on that Account, 
Our Vifionary was one of this Number for feveral Months ; 


butiat laft began to: grow weary, meeting with no other 


return'of. Love, than leave to make Prefents, or asking "em 


_ Of him when he didnot. He frequently told Dorife that he 
fov’d her, and that he fhou’d think himfelf the happieft | 
» Manin the World, if the wou’'d fay as much to him: But — 


Dorife affected to avoid declaring herfelf on that Subject, for 
fear he had not really thofe Sentiments for her which he pre- 


vended. This was almoft always the Burthen of her Anfwers, 


‘which plung’d this poor Wretch into a Defpairing Condition, 


and that-yet without giving him room to think that he had. 
‘Suit Reafon ro quit her, forthe fame Words which made him 


Delpair,gave him Hopes, He redoubled his Prefents, to prove 
_ "yet more effectually that: there was'no room to doubt of the 


“Sincerity of his Amorous Proteftations; but this was the'direct 


contrary way of bringing her to a Decifion, finceit appeat’d 


“by this Conduct, that ‘twas his Uncertainty which engag’d 


and augment his Liberalities, This is ‘the 
great Maxim of Coquers, in which fhe was very well in- 
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firucted, and perfectly well knew -how to turn to Adyan- 

tage. 


amorous Spark feveral Months longer ‘continu’d his ~~ 
liberal Vifits. He refolutely perfifted in lavifh giving, and 
by a delicacy favourable to his Whimfies, afterwards grew 
pleas’d with the Ill fuccefs of his Prefents, in comparifon with 
m the Superftirious Experiments which he refolv’d to make t 
gain the Heart of Dorife, and force her to own that fhe lov'd 
m him. Amongft feveral Secrets which his Books taught him, 
he felected the following : he went to the Coquet, carrying 
with hima Reprefentation of Jupiter, in human Shape, with 
a Rams head ; (2) but ‘twas not the way to pleafe, to con- 
tent himfelf with carrying fomewhat about himfelf, without 
bringing any thing ro her ; wherefore he went away as wife 
| ashe came. He did not fucceed any better with the young 
| Swallows prepar’d in the manner which he had read. (0) He 


met with a Succefs unfortunate to the fair one,in the Tryal of 
a Compofition of hisown Blood,and other Drugs (c) which he 
made her take, without her perceiving it; (d) for on the. 
fame Day fhe fell-fick, and was reduc’d to-duch an Extremi- 


ty, that’rwas thought for feveral Days that fhe would nor : 
recover. “Tis not certain that this Philtre broughe the 
upon her, tho’ there are Examples, (¢) which may authorize ‘2 


fuch an Opinion. Perhaps fhe might have been fick tho fhe 
- Monfieur Oufle knew better than to think of this at all. 
He feveral times faw Dorife during her. Indifpofition : the 


Mts Cur Ca! ites ge tantem facit|ama- 


| Gilem, citogue imvetrantem quicquid volue- 


rit Trinum Magicum p. 289. 

(6) Wer affirms that young Swallows 
with their Bills open and ftarv‘d to death 
11a Pot putinto the the Ground for that 
Purpofe, caufe Leve, and thofe whofe 

| Bills are fhut; procure Hatred. 


) (4). Take of your own Blood, on a 


Friday in. the Spring-Seafon, dry it in 
the Qven in a fmalli glas'd Por, after 
the Bread is drawn out, wi.h the two 
Tefticles of a Hare, anda Pigeons Li 
‘ver; reduce ‘em all to a fine Powder, 
and oblige the Perfon whom you wou’d 


have love you, totakeha’f a Drachme 
of it. Solid Treafure of Little Albert p. 7 
Van Heimong has a Difcourfe to 


fhew how Philters operate, which is nos 
thing bur.a pure unintellig!ble Jargon : 
Philters are alfo mere Chime:a’s ; a7d as 
fer the Faéts allede’d for prove them, 
they are either falfe, or depend on 
ether Caufes, Dift.of Trevor, 
(e) Lucilla the Wife of Lucretius, 
defirous to make her Husband love her 
gave him anam'rous Phileer wht 
him diftra&ted,’ that he kill'd her 
| with hisown Hand. Jofephs Antiquities 


of the Fems, 1:12. Wherefore Ovid fays. 
Poiltva Animis vimque faroris 


Th: Drink which Cefenia gave, Cathe 
cvla, to make him love her, made him 


toofe hisSences.  Swer. im: Calig.’ 
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which the made to him. confifted in Complaints 

the Pains which fhe indur'd, and “exprefling to him_hee 

eee Apprehention of Dying. He had Folly enough to imagine 

feparate her from him. This Reflection extreamly 

~ pleas’d hitn. In the mean time her Difeafe abating made 

way for Health, the perfectly recoverd, and fo well regain’d 

dher Charms, that at her Lodgings there began to appear’a- 

gain all the gay vigorous young Lovers, whole principal Bufi- 

jnefs and moft importanr Affair, is to run after the 

-gvhich make the moft.Noife, and are moft talk'd of. 

_ *"Monfieur Ouffe had not yet any convincing Affurance that 

- Jne was more lov’d than the reft. To {peak freely, he had 

| @ great Reafon to doubt it ; for, ferting afide his Riches, 

____- there was nothing in him which deferv’da Preference. But’tis 

a. great Advantage fora Lover to pafs for rich ; With 

_ - phat Merit, great Progreffes are made with Coquets ; but it 

be own d that thefe Advances don’t reach their Hearts ; 

_ ‘they frequently grant the rich no more than feign’d Affection, 

and very ftudy’d Glances,° Whilft they yield up all their 

“Yendernefs to a poor Lover, who being more agreeable to 

fhares with them the Liberality of the others. 


Jn fhort Monfieur Ouffe refolv’d to render himfelf abfolutely 


- 


‘Belov’ ; and that by a very bold Effort of Superftition, 
“and whith may be juftly term’d very blamable, fince 
Magick and Enchantments feem'd to be concern’d in it, — Hi 
Paffion muft havé been very violent then, fince it puth'd 
He caus'd a fort of Magical Ring to 


his Superttition{d far. 
‘be made with all the ceremonious'and fuperftitious Circum- 
éftances;z (f?) *‘Hereunder mention’d inthe Note. After baving 
oi ‘taken all the Precautions which he thou he neceflary to the ff 
_ Bfiicacy of this wonderfyl Opergtion ; before he gave it tom 
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_ To procure Love, ger a Gold Ring 

adorn’d with a {mall Disinond, which has 
‘Meyer: been worn; wrap it up.in liz 
‘tle bit o Stuff or Silk, wear it Nine Day: 
ep} asmany Nights between your Shirt 
‘and-yourSkin, oppofite to your Hearr ; 


on the Ninth day engrave with a new 


Graver, the Word Scheva : then taking 
_ three Hairsof che Perion, by whom you 


‘wou'd be lov'd, join “em to three of 
own ; faying O Bedy: may “thon 


| ‘ove me, and thy defign foccecd ardent: 


ly as mine. by the efficaciors Virtue of Si 
Tye the Hair in the true Lovers Knoo, 
Manner as to wrap almoft round 
| he Ring, and having wrapt it up in ilk, 
then wear it next your Beart’ forfix 
| Days, and on the Seventh, take off the 
Lovers Knotts and give it ro rhe Perfon; 
but perform the whole Bafting “afd 


before Sun rifing, Liule 
8. 
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hétarry’d Morning to a Jeweller, toenlarge ¢ 


at a. little becaufe he had obferv'd that ‘twas fomewhattoo 
little for the Finger for'which’rwas deGgnd.. ThisRingwas 
not-a.very rich one ; for ‘twas fer off but with one Diamond, 
and that bur a very indifferentone: what was moft confidera- 
ble in it was, that its Fafhion was extraordinary, and ‘twas-at 
the {ame time very well made. The very Day chat hecarri'd 
at to the Jeweller to fet his laft Hand to jt, Dorife went thi- 
ther alfo, to change a {mall Diamond Clafp which fhe wore, = 9 @ 
fora richer and‘more modifhOne. She by Chance faw there 
| the magical Ring in Queftion,but yer without either her,or the # 
| Jewellers knowing that ’twas in the leaft rouchd with Ma- 
m gick. She thought it very fine and uncommon, the Jew- 
™ cller forward enough to prate, told her, that ‘twas a confi- 
™ derable Perfon that had order'd him to make it, that he was 
m xo have it that Day ; that he feemdto feta great Value on 
™ jt, thathe had cheapen’d a Crofs of Diamonds of grear Va- 
pes and that he had a great Defire to byy it.’ Dorie did 
not pufh her Curiolity any farther, which was the Reafon 
® the Jeweller cold her no more: but fhe made her Purchafe _ 
Onthe next Day Monfieur Oufle went for his Ring, and 
‘made a Prefent of it to the fair One, big with great Hopes ~ ‘ 
|.that nothing wou'd fail, Dorife knew it to be the fame of 
which fhe: had feen-the Day before, and remembring alfo ee 
the-Crofs of. Diamonds which this honeft Gentleman had | 
_cheapen’d, fhe prefum’d it might follow the Ring, if fhe _ | 
knew how to take her Meafures to get it. She then 
{tow’d on Monfieur Oxffle. more Favours, than the had ever 
before done. "Iwas the Hopes of drawing the Diamond- 
Crofs, which produc’d this Efution of, Heart, of which 
fhe was fo free. But poor Monfieur Ovfle very far from — 
afcribing it to the Caule, firmly believ'd, that “twas the 
Charm of the King which work’d. On the next Day fhe 
= went on fome Pretext to the Jeweller, and demanded to fee 
‘thar alluring Crofs, fhe faw it, and was charm'‘d with ir, . 
and hop’d in a litle Time to wear it on her Neck. . 7 
Monfieur Oufle for feveral Days obfcur’d all her other Ad- . 
| murers. + If any of them were with her, ‘twas to him alone ©. 
fhe directed her engaging Airs ; the others were wholly — 
| neglected ; and the {carce feem’d to think on them. The 
Door was alwdys open to him, and frequently to enjoy him — 
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the Aunt fajd’ feveral Times, thar, thar whielt 
Wore was toothin, and fhe had much beter wear none. 
thew fuch a‘fmall one, Several other Straragems were 
ynade ule of to engage him to make this Prefent ; of ‘which 
mn thee lleaft Notice, not having any fuch 
He waass fully perfuaded of rhe pretended Effect 
‘of Philter, which was enough for him, wherefore’ he 
et: did not think fir to proceed any farther. After that faid he 
himfelf, will any dare affert, that {uch Secrets are’ 
“effe@tual ? have F not ar prefent an invincible Proof of 
‘their Power and Efficacy? Dorife had {fcarce receiv'd my 
Ring, béfore fie felt a Paffion for me, and hardly any lon- 
ger forbore telling me fo. Thus Chance, and Ignorance of 
the true Caules of Things, frequently make pats for Prodi- 
gious, thofe Effects that are very natural. How man 
Things are there, which wou’d not be wonderful,’ if We 
meee ~=—Ss new their Caufe and Principles ! But yet they will daily be 
[a =  «admird: for the People will always be ae! of admiring. 
i = ‘Weak Minds are abfolutely fet on what is furprizing and 
“wonderful, nothing engages more’; but they yet think 
of nothing lefs than an exact and through Examination of 
* *em-; tor which Reafons thefe wonderful and prodigious | 
“Hvents will always be talk’d of, and the Truth of ’em will 


» 


‘not be doubted ;becaufe there will always be {ufficient Num- 


fort Mornfieur+ having obtain’d what he wifh'd, 
“thought of making a Retrear. His Vifits grew lefs frequent ;| 
madeno more Prefents. When he did not come; Letters 
+ were fent to him fill’d with tender Reproaches, and’ be 
.woid plainly declaring his Intention dlledg’d wretched ‘Ex- 


Gules, which the receiv’d’ for fuch as they really were: 
4 for Ladies of Dorife’s Character, have fo much Expefience, ; 
to. dilcern'the Defign of every Difguile’ Men make 


tc themifelves. Bur yet’ the tontinu’d for fome- 
Sime her affected Purfuits: the alfo fent him’ a very ‘fine 
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to thank her. And fhe, forefeeing that he might 


“pen to come to fee her, had practis'd all the Arts capable'‘of 


+ _ ,failing or improving her Charms, which fhe thought flie very 
wanted ‘on this Occafion: he “went away more. ten 


When he came home, occur’ to his Mint, 
much perplex’d him’: he Taney 
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In which i is ‘en! d be: 
Lats, show frrongly Monttewr Oufle was: difpos 
“to Delieve all that. was told or whatever 
read sing. Phanto oSpectres, and 


we thall in how true that a: 
Mind is very apt to make an ill 1 of whatever ir 
meets with in Books, which treat of 


if a woman aiven a any j thalt be’ freed 
thing tomake him love her, let him 


her Shift, and make Water through the'} bertus Magri. l, 2 


the sight Sleeve, and he 
» 


in him fuch a freth, Paifion for. q 
d prepar’d ir by forne Magical Arvifice : for, 
he firmly, believ'd all the upertticious,. Practices of Witches | 
and effes, as we thall fee. more, amply 
He was too well skill’d in thefeAgts,: to want.an immediase: 
procur. one of this Ladies Shifts, Affiftance of. her 
waiting Women, and the Note (4} will “inform, usof. the ; 
culous. ule, he madeof it. - 
«He yet made fome Vifits which were-very coolly. recenvi@ gi 
| becanfe. Dorife defpair'd of the Croflet-of Diamonds, which = 
had fo long ftuck in her Mind; and thus they.infenfibly, _ | 
.._Lfhall not ‘mention ‘any other Monfie cus Ou” An 
becaufe they were of {mall Importance, and fuch in whicks 
his. Superftition had no other Part; than.chat of him, 
‘to love Women, to fatisfy the Prognoftick at his Birth, “Bac a 
I haften to other: Subjects where -we fee, than. 


> 
| 
| 
| 
3 
q 
=. 
2° 
a > 
= 
» 
4 
¥ £ > 
i. 
> 
F 
WH 
= 
‘Sa 


ai Facility 


: 
det 


& 


&felves to his Fancy (which -ha 
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forme Vifion or other. 


‘One Day when he was very {etionfly talking with, his 


~ that he believ’d had no other real Exiftence, than that 


which his Imagination gave it. "Tis hard to exprefs the Rage 
int which Moonnffieur fell, on hearing thofe things call’ 


qmaginiary which he believ'd as real as his own Exiftenct. 


“What Noncrede had faid to him, join'd with the Reafons 


Aftrologers fay. that whofe than others, which. are under another 
Horofcope points diredtly to the firth Le Loyer of Spelthe? 459: 


of Saturn more Spectres | 460, Ww 


texertordinary thiges, ‘and with ‘wh 

Oufle; always ‘influenc'd by, and’ enflavd'to" 
his Prepofleftion, which 4ffar'd him that the incredible® 
Things which ever had been writen, deferv’d belief, had in’ 
his Library a very great Number of Books, which as have’ 
diteady hinted, contain’d an Number of Stories of 
Sorcerers, Diviners, and Ghofts ; of which’ laft, meart” 

Ghofts, Spectres and Phantoms, | piopofe ro {peak particu 
as larly at prefent. *Twill appear that I have a {pacious Field, 
to fhew how much this poor Mars Head was diforderd On 

Came into his Mind that his Horofcope had ordain’d 
him one of thofe People, to whom Phantoms fhou'd-be mioft’ 
.. fond of appearing, and that more frequently thah to others, ' 
etatife hé was born in the firft Afpect of Saturn. (2) Full 
Of ‘this imipértinént and fridiculous Notion: ‘he imagin'd phat 

4lmoft always had in View fome odd Phantoms or 
Noite (of which he knew not the which’ he 
© heard‘ in the Night, was to him a Sigh; that lome Ghoft 
©. walk’d in the Houte. A Shadow ,causd by the Interpofi- 
© __ tion of a Chair, or fome other Piece of Honfhold Stuff, fur- : 
 nith'd him with an Occafion of making:a Story of the 
 fition of a Spectre. He perfuaded himfelf, that with his 
Byes Were thut, [know not what Figures prefenting them- 
ppens dimoft every Body) 
Brother Noncrede concerning all thele pretended Apparitions ; 
latter, who was vety foc from giving any Credit tothefe 
laugh’d ar. hini to lis Face, and freely ‘told himthat 
| E 
O 
fy 


which he allede’d to undeceive him, fo heated his Head, 

lar once recalling to’mitid all thar he had read on that Subject, — 

he tah into a*Train of Difcourfe as long and ridiculous; as 
that of the-Dedtors in the Play, withour giving thofe who 
lhear “em leave t6 aniwer ‘em. This extravagant Oration; — 
I believe will not be tirefom to the Readér; wherefore I pro- — 
ceed to infert it, 2s"tWas pronounc’d ; fof the fubile Mornand, 

who was prefent, arid-.wlio defign’'d ‘to make ufe of it, as 


Mouth ; which he might eafily do ; becaufe-alf this liappen’d 
in his Chamber, whilft he was copying fair fome Memorials, 
which Work he left on purpofe, to take as {wiftly as his Pen 
|wou'd run,. this admirable Difcourfe; which we are going 
read. Nonerede fometimes interrupted him, to ftop fis fluent. 
current of Words ; but Monfieur Oxffe, without minding 
hit, ftill went on with a-Vehemence fo violent, and an Im- 
petiofiry fo precipitate, “as ‘was impoffible to be refifted: For . 
whicl=Reafon, ‘his Brother‘ nor having time’ ro- produce all 
the Arguments whic he had to offer, I did nor think fitto — 
recite em here, becaufe they coud not be exprefSd in all . 
the Extent which was neceffary to enforce I commit 
them’ to writing hereafter, *and collect’ all that this judicious 


then content my felf with reciting here‘only what Monfieur — 
Oufle {aid iti his Enthtihaftick Fir, adding to it fuch Notes 

as exactly point at the Places of the Books, which fuggefted 
to hin’ this terrible Current of Words, ‘to which his Brother 
‘was forc’d to allow/a ‘free Courfe,’ becaufe he coud not form 

any Dykes ftrong enough fer bounds'to We are cera 
tainly coming ro one“of the moft prodigious: Iniftanices ‘thar 
ever was feén, of an limagitiation infected by reading, be= 
caufe the Judgment'did not at all interpofe, in order to 
make a reafonable ule of it. Bur ‘yer thts’ fhom’d nor 
tremely furprifé-us, if we willbut throughly refett on what 
pafles'in the World, as I have already obferv’d ; I fo 
much the more willingly repeat, becaufe I fee bir too many 
Examples of it daily: for ’tis certain that there ate many 
Oufles which {poil themfelves by reading ; by reafon that be- 


Vifionary was perfectly difpos'd to believe whatever cou’d be 
fuggefted to him,. to authorize all forts of Apparitions ; 
Wherefore ‘twas not poifible for him ro call in Queer 


we fhall fee hereafter, took Care to write it'from his Mafters 


Man faid rothim, when he found him more fedare; Ifhall | 


ing incapable’of difcernini¢ Trath from:Falfhood,. they in= 
tirély regulate their Opinion by their~Prepoffeffion. Our 
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ther Noncrede to prove him(clf in the right in believing alli 


Monftenr Oufle’s Difcourfe on Apparitions... 


langhing at me to my.Face,,as you.do, Brother;) army 


in thewing your {elf incredulous on this Subject, youima, 
 “gin’tis the way,to prove, that you.are, really a daring pene. im 
trating Genius. .But for my part,, affirm to you, that‘you 
Mind is fo narrow, .that it’s Sphere cannor extend its,-felim 
 fufficiently, to acquire, like me,| all the Knowledge witht 

which I am perfectly .well. acquainted: with regard to 
Subject... Whar.a. Number of learned Men who informa wil 
of the Poffibility of all thefe Apparitions,, do you ridicule] 
How, many Hiftorians which relate thefe inconteftible Facviim 


‘ a ; 
<4, 

4 . 


f cheStories told him. But on the.contrary, . he believid “ei 


fortrue, that what Proofs foever :.were ,urgd him, 5 
him their Impofiibiliry, he always ranfack'd his ftock of 
Knowledge (which really was very fhallow and. wretched) 
find Matter wherewith ro encounter thefe Arguments, 
“to juftify himfelf foryieldingtoem. 

_ « The Difcourfe of which we are {peaking follows; here, 


| 


Imagin we then we hear Monfieur Oufie {peaking to his Bro; 
that is faid of Ghofts) 


Jed 


frequently telling you of Spectres appearing ro you 
make me fhed Tears of Compaffion for you ; becaufe-thay 


fince they are approy’d. and printed by Authority! How isit 


poiiible. thar Phantoms. fhould be Jefs frequent than they ate 


. 
>» 


faid.to be, fince the Stars produce an infinice Number, 
they daily fend out intermix’d with thofe Influences fo celewmm 
brated: amonft the Aftrologers, and fo common with{us.?-() 


‘Does. not One of the moft Iluftrious Philofophers of -An- 


guity affure us, 
liv d irregularly become Spectres after theit: Death ; becaule 
the Paffion which they had for their Bodies when unired, with 
them, has rendred them fo material, that after being {epara 
ted from ‘em, they become themfelves like Bodies, in appear’ 
ing vifible to. thofe;who come in their: Way, when theyi art 


that the Souls, of thofe; Men who 


© Pomponatins pretends that the Stats produce 
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Shells of natural Bodie ttle read in 
xy as notto know, that the Reafon whiy,the Aficients Were 
™ very careful ro burn their Dead, and gather their Athes, 
was becaufe-that; without this Precaution; the Souls: which 


\after their Death, ahd rendréd tHe th- 


be 


and rotting on Batth 2 (c) Does tit Philos. 


| jpher fay-alfo thar Phanrotns proceed. from the Shapes and 


Bodies (4)*Are you fo-little read in Hiftas 


had animated thefe Body wow'd have continvally wandred _ 


bout;withour evet being able toreft? (2) And tell iné,] entteat 


you, whiltt thefe Souls are in this toving State, isit inctedible 
for Diverfion, they thou'd amufe therfelves with appear 


ing to theliving,either to affrighit or enteftain efi Dont wé 
our felves, when at a Lofsfor Employment take iti 
very eafy. to take it, but alfo; into dating Genio’s, ‘thofe i 
credulous Minds who Wou d perfuade us nothing 
affriphten them? know befides (bist:as for you, ate 
folicirous co inform, your felf concerning all thefe: 

whiclt is the Reafon you. argue; fo. weakly) 1 know, I 


farther, that the Jews believe char the Soul hovers ab6tit t 


Body for the Space of ote Year. (£) whicii iticlines the to bée 
lieve, thac Wwhatis fid of tHe Dead appeating in Chutéfts 


Yatds, is very trae, wliatevet flick ptetended dafitig Liber 


| tines as You fay to the contraty. Believe, Sir, wirry atid inches 
‘dulous by Profeffion’ as ou aré, believe I lay; “that thie 
fnous Philofophers, call’d Pythagorean3, who cétrainly had 


Plete Wad of Gpitiion that the} gactler’d. tates Patter 
Souls of ill Livers,’ became SpeAres |'clus, kill'd by Heffor, Sppett t6 
felves vifible, . as Having coftradted ture of Him. Ditlerration Eohee 
Quality With their Bodies, to | wiat is ro be tliduglit of tlie 
which they. Were {0 Rrongly ehgag’d; |tion’ of Spirits, on Octafioli 
came to ih iome Mea- | Event thicti happend at Moke 
4. that the} Souls to Hover a fea about 
Shapes did of natural Bodies; | Bodies, wHicl ate fepas 


k 


fe to Our anti 


fit Gauls, Was, cliat | tlie Life of Forbagbras, 
Bédie Were ndt che Opinied of this PRilofspHer aff 


eth ‘Dy thé miniftration Ris’ Folléwers bught nor tobe ‘tak 
of the Pricfts cit Religion, dic fo as fevera} Have hiclierco tindertaod 
Ror Bur Wandet'd reftlefs; fit! He ‘takes it morally, whar ie 


inipiting a fort of Feat, not only..in.rtiofé: whotti we beliévé 
ealy 


Handéd doWn to tlie Rumans, and! Morfidat Datier wite 
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The ORY. of 
‘Learning, than you will shave whilft live,’ will not-con 
the as you do ; for'thtir‘Opinion of the Transmigra- 
‘tion of Séils: bné body to another, feems perfectly 
“to confita mine, ‘atid’ar'the fame Tite, that of ‘fo many 
“great Men, who~havé confider’d, difeu(s'd, examind and 
the’ faine Thing-before me. For might nov thefe 
Souls in ‘their Way,” a8’ going into other: Bodys, appear 'to 
“Lares, Lafvz and -Letnures, unlefs the Phantoms whi 
appear’d ? (4) Wehave 4 vaft Number of Authors,which are 
“of this Opitiion, and "twill its ground io {pice’all of the 
incredulous in the World.’ 'AhScoffer! how much will you 
be'furprisd at’ what I’m going to tell you ! for, being perfua, 
‘thar'you have thought ir below you, “to dive into this 
“Subject as I have done, ¥ doubt not but thar-what I’m going 
‘Yo inform:you of, willbe wholly new to you. TI tell yor 
‘then, that'it fomerimes happens, that there are Souls, whi 
‘like Moles, roll Jean’r'tell how many Hundred Leagues: - 


‘Conje@ure. We refer the thquifitive | domeftick Deities.” The wicked etd 
Reader toit, the Subje& very-well| called Larve, No&urnal’ Phantoms, 
@efervesthe Trouble. » and SpeGres or Lemures, which Word 
(The Manichezans .alfo believ’d the} is thought to be deliver’d from Re- 

Metempf¥cliofis, in fath manner, that mures , and Remures from Remus tlle 

- “the Souls, according to them, pafs’d | Brother of Romulus, who by fear fan 

into the Bodies of the like Species, | cied he faw his Brother appear te 
with thofe, which they were moft/ him, after he had kill’d him. The 

of during their Lives, or which | World 
they Had treated the worft., That} in fis Trad of the Gad of 

which had kill’d a Rat or, a Fly, | Secrates,. explains the Word: Maté, 
fhou’d be conftrain’d as a Punifhmentr! fays that the Soul of Man, loofen’d 
to animate the Body of a Rat or Fly. | from the Tyes of the Body,’ and freed 
That the condition in which we fhould| from its FunGiohs,  becomes’.a foft 
_ > be plac’d after Death, wou’d be like-| of Damon or Genius which the Ant- 
wife oppofite tothat we are in during | ents call’d. Lemures. , Of thefe Le- 
»@ur-Lives.. He that is rich fhall be mures, thofe which were geod to their 
‘poor, and he that is poor ihall become | Families, and kept their anrient Habi- 
gich <The World bewitcl?d. 1, 261. ‘| tations in Tranguilligy, (were 
Porphyrio -a Scholiaf&. on H.race; | Family,or Dome ick 4 ares, but 
and [idore, make the Lemures to.be which for Crimes, comiutted. during 
he Shades or Ghofts: of Men who } their Lives were coddémn'd to conti- 
~@y'da violent Death, or before their | nual wandring, witHour finding any 
‘Time. Le Loyer 1.205. «4. | place of and ffrighten’d 
‘The Souls of the dead were | the Good,” and did ‘Mi hief fo the 
Manes, becaufe they ftay’d near the Bo- Wicked, were walled Larvz, 
they-remain‘d in the ,Houfe as a | thatis, Masks whick Was & Name give 
bed 


to the Succeffors of the thing that. 


and were their Guardians, Lares and ! litle 
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ainly, you wou'd not thus. ridicule; what | 
what I know... -Xou.wou'd not Scoff. fo,muc 


had, as I have, read enough, .to. knew.thap tt re. are 
People who quit their Souls whenever they pleafe, .(/). nce 
come-out.of their Bodies, ,have full leifure,to appear wherever 


they pleafe : you will be again. fhall 
proye to you, that yourfelf daily produce an,infinite Number * 
of Spectres and) Phantoms, a. prodigious: JNumber of, Souls. 
Compute between to morrow Morning when you wake, 


meand to morrow Night when you fall afleep, how many Pul- 


fations of the Heart you have, and‘L will afterwards affire . 
meyou, thatas many as you fhall have, of thete ‘Pulfations,-fo 
mmany Souls you will have producd; (m) which will rove.to 
gall Quartets, and perhaps vific Men as incredulous as your 
felf, and who will yet be affrighted at the fight of them.” Is 
mit not true, that at the fame time that I rell-you thefe Things, 
A extremely pity you ? Yer whole Nations think fay, and 


| ‘(@) Sottie tell us thar a Sow! rolls from] Soul, when he pleas’d, and that when 

Place ‘to place, for feveral” hundred | it left his Body; the Spe@ators:faw, 
Leagués under- ground, and ‘unites its | it appearin the. Shape of a ? 
felf to a Body which is interr’d at the | (™) Amongft the Caribbes, every 
other end of the World. - World ‘be-| believes that he has as many Souls, as 
pWitch’d 2,99 Pulfatiorisof his Heart ,. thatthe 

(k) A Learned Man afferts that the | cipal one-is the Heare jt felf, tharthe 
Figure of che Soul is ‘a, Spherical] other wander in feveral Places, accors 
Glafs-Veffel, which has (&yes* on all! dingtothe.Quality and Nagure ofthoie 
Sides Delrio Difquifit. Mag. 229. which have’em, thar the Heart goes 

(!) Pliny l. 7.c, $2. and Plutarch in| to their God World 
the life of Romilus, fay that witch'd 
quiged and re-affum'd hist 


ws 


nerliaps are inverr'd! at/the orher,jend, of 
ny happen to breakup the Ground. at the;very, plage 
nd pafles, and may it norcome,out atshat Aperture a 

And if alfo/ what, is faid, sbe,tme, . and: w 
to onfequently I-believe\; that .the Soul, ,refembles.a G j 
Bowl, with, Eyes on all Sides, (k) this rolling Soul.,. 
ic clearly, finceit has fo many Eyes, can “it not at Plealure 
are choice of thofe. People who are moft fulcepibleof Fear and 
he Lertor,. in order.to\affright them ?,.Will.you,Brother after 
ou Mathis dare to-rally. me on may, pretended. .ealy:credulity 2 Core 
his I ay. * 
| 
| 
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Bence, I will yer cell 
- thar albthe Souls which 


_ cheir Death, for which we meet with 
fe pleafaht -Reafon-in Servins Com. 
“enrarerop Virgil, viz, becaufe they 


t 


_ @precks on the Sea, 


tie alfo printed. 


te 


tam; 


the {athe tinte. Is not 


thofe ‘which are not to afiimate 
Opinion; that after their Creation, have had fo mud 
be doing ; 
make all thofe lond Noifes, fo trequently 


till feveral Ages 

"Tho? Monfienr Oufle was 


Heart, All 


Spectres‘and 


fice of this 
their Bodies, 


fomething, they might 


 talk’d out of Breath; 


But for imy Part, 1 think fit to 
fetve the reft of this Difcourfe 


Heather baliev'd 


thofe who dy’d before their 
uf Ape, which they fix’d ar the 
mitry of vheirGirowth, tov'd and. 


4vander-d, till the time. was come, in 
which they should naturally have been 


ated fiomn'tHeir Bodies. Differta- 
Zim on the Adventure which happen'd 
ie 


allow myfelf time to rake" 
Reader the. fame leifure, 1¢ 
for the next Chapter, 


the Jews p: 319. hat their pion ie 


that the Souls were all eré 

with the Light. theDay of tie 
Creation ; and not. only, they 
were created together, but in “Pairs; 
the Soul ofa Man, andthe Soul oft 
‘Woman , fo that-by thar weimay 
fily conceive, that Marriages muft be 


believ'd that there 
no Souls but thofe of drown’d 
Perfons which could not return after 


the Soul to be nor 
‘Rue. Idem 


6» (p) Origen: thought that the Souls 


Men etifted:altogether, |before they 
$rocetided' to inform-the Bodies, World: 


Mtrabech Ris Book again 


and accompanyd with Eat 
|and Pleafure, when.one is married to 
ones proper Soul, or so that which 
was created with onesown: but that 
they are unhappy, and are only made 
for the Pugithment of Men, when she] 


{unite Bodies, whofe Souls were net 


hing elfe but a}. 


at the Greation They are # 
wreftle againft this Mifery, tll they 
can be deliver'd from. it, and bys 
fecond Marriage be united.to the Sauls 


{with whiclt they. were pair’d at th 
{ Creation, in 


order to lead a happy 
life. Id, 165. 
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“Conclude then that the Air maft be 
Spectres, fitice there in ore Day there can be fuch an 
Number of of the 
before their juft Age, except thofe Ship. 
oy (o) ate fo many Materials 
Antients thought fo, they were wifer thag 
and therefore, I conceive, that | may without any 
think as'they did. To bear you down with Evie 
you that Learned Men have maincaind, 
have or fhall exift, were created arg 
the naniral Confeque 
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fin order to inform ei of the Stare of Damnation in which — 


-peft People with lying, Will men of Religio us Orders lye 
Band forge falfe Stories? If we fhould think ‘em capable 


Deminic.chat the Referory ( or 


continuation of Monfienr' Oufte’ Difco om Ap 


porn 


the fame Impetuofity. Will you, Brother, alfo give rhe Lye 
£0 lo many Religious Men, who affirm their having frequently 
feen in their Churches, Phantoms feated in the Places of 
thofe who are to dye foon after ? (a) To others whe alfo 
proreft, thar fometimes the Monks of their Convent, after t | 
were dead have appear'd (4) in the Halls of their Conven 


re were, and by their Apparition to excite them t0°@ 
ftriéter Obfervation of their Rules, than they themfelves had 
pradtis'd ? 1 dont take you to be fo bad, to accufe fuch ho 


fuch a Crime, what wou'd become of us? If you woud vee 
have other Relations, ’ of other Fagts, to bring you overt) 
embrace my Qpinion ; at this very Inftant thar 1am ipeaking, 
fucha great Number prefent themfelves'to my Memoty, th 
Idontknow which:ro choofe. ‘Yon fhall immediate 
under the weight of *em. eee 

An Emperor, me Days before he was murcher'd, faw i in 
a Lakea ‘igure which holding a Sword. in its Hand, mi 


who faid they were ‘damn'd, 
pate fore d to declare, ro excite 
th: living Religious to lead a 
De Lancre # 


(4) It frequently in 
vents, shat intheir Churches are {een 
~ Heads, habired like 

onks/and Nuns, feated in the 
of the real Monks.and . Nuns Fulins thar the 
ace so dye fhorely. or ‘Pextinax, three or 
Medisar. '3 fore murther by y 'the_Sol- 

(6 nicles of ps uar 


ing-Hall) was by the Religious o 
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Ball, by 


Mot too throughly conyine of all that 


an the Morning heard thé Curtains of 
Bed drawn? and turning to fee 


‘ 


4, 


Ae 


4 ~ as \ 


great Commander after having kill'd a young Virgin,com 
tinually faw her befiderhim;; and neyer left him. 
is approaching Death, ara 


A Prin 


there 


Marqfhefs (f) appear’d after his 


to inform him, purfaant go ¢t 


“was advertisd of h 
pectre which bad the Impudence to come and 


Death to his Friend, 
he Agreement berweeh them, 


thar all rhat was faid of the other World was true. I cou'd, 
T woi'd, cite feveral Apparitions of the Dead; on purpofeita 


g@onians afcer having at Bizantium 
‘ill’d a young Woman rizm’d Cleonice, 
conunually “affrighted , 
sthought he ,always faw that Vir- 
in. Le Loyer p. 


Helier Boetins fayetn'Stnnal. Scot 


‘affirm the fame thing, 
‘y va) Paufanias General of the Laecede- | He leapt out of Bed, to Ang, his Armia 
about his Neck, to exprefs his Joy oni 


 ascountof his Return : but Ramibéwillé 
retiring feveral Steps backwards, told 
him that thefe Embraces were at thi 
Time unfeafonable, ‘and that the fole 
his coming was. to difcharge 


thar Alexander the third King of Scot- 
av-histhird Wedding which was 
> with a Daughter of the Ear} of Dreux, 
the Nuptial' night, the Ball being 
ended; there Ball Fi- 
egure of Death,. or. perfe eleron 
“wholly without Flefh, which hopp 

The. Marquis de Rambouillet, the 
seldeft Brother of the Dutchefs of 
taufier, and the Marquifs de Precy, the 


eldeft of the Houfe of Nentoxillet both | 


“aged between.25 and Years, were 
»intimate Friends; and went into the 
Army, as all Perfons of Quality do in 
France. One Day when they were 
Stalking of the Affairs of the other 
World, after feveral Difcourfes which 
plainly enough thew’dghat they were 


«as faid concerning a Future Staté,they 


himfelf of the-Promife which «he hadi 
made him; that he had been kuli.d thea 
Day before on fuch an Occafion, thal 
all that was faid of the‘other: Worldia 
was very true, that he oughc to think 
of an other way of living,. and thai 
he had no time to loofée, by Reafonii 
that he fhould be kill d: on» che: 
Opportunity that offer’d..,. 
poflible to exprefs the Surprife of the 
Marquifs de Precy at thefe Words, 
and not being able to believe what he 
heard he again attempted to embraai 
his Friend, whom he thought mean 
all this Time only to che hm 
but he grafp’d nothing but Airy ad 
| 
Rambowillet finding him incredulous, 
thew'd him the wound which he had 
receiv’d in his Reins, from whence the 
| Blood feem’d yet to flow, after which 
the Phantom difappear'd, and lef 


| 


~ mutually promis’d-éach other that thet de Precy in fach a Fright, ‘as is mort 
firft of them that dy d, fhou’d come to) eafy ro comprehend than deferibed 


the. News to 


is Friend. Three | He immediately called his dem 


bring the nd. 
Donths after the Marquifs deRambouile! Chambre, and’wak’d all rhe Houfe by 


so War at that time, and De Precy being 
by a-violent Fever, ftay'd at 
Paris. ‘Six weeks after,’De Precy at fix 


who did it he faw the Marquis de 
in a Buff Jacket and Boors. 


det went for Flanders. the Seat of the | hié Cries: Several Perfons run to 


to whom he related what he had feen: 
every ‘body afcrib’d thie Vitien to the 
Violence of his Fever ‘vahich might 
difturb: his’ Imaginationy’ and em 
treated him to lye down apainy 
monftrating to him thag he muft have 
been delirous in uttering what he bad 
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The Ghoft 
co kill him, 
replete with, very pro 


tions, and thofe fo diftinctly v 


No Body 


{everal affirm t 


done: but the Marquifs in outrageous | 
Defpair tg find they took him for a 
Vifionary, related the feveral Circum- 
ftances which I *have recited : ‘but 


‘Monfieurs 
Ghoft.of Severus. appear'd.to, Caracalla, and threaren'd 
found Erudition, ,fays, alfo believes 
what he tells.us, thar his Father faw feveral dtrange Appari- 


F L Be 7% 


has written, fo, many, Books, 


ifible, that he. related all the, 


ircumftances of their Appearance, as particularly as. if he 
ad {een fo many.common Men, 
idy is ignorant of: the 
(or Matter of the Game) of iil 


the Grand Veneuw, 


n they. faw it, and.a: great, Monarch, is fo ingon- 
teftable an Eyidence of it, (i). that. cannot imagine 
there fhou'd be any fo incredulous as deny if, 


ne that 
ferve our ferious Thoughts : “but yet 
thofe who have ever try’d the Power 


of, irediGtion, whofe Eite&s are daily 
fo commen may eafily:concéive ‘thas 


tho’ he folemnly affrm’d that he had 
feen and heard his Friend, ‘whilft 
himfelfawake, every body was of 
of the Flanders Po; By Wwhichthey re- 
ceiv’d the’News of ‘the! Death of the 
Marquils de Rambouillet: This 
Cicumftance being found true’ in the 
fame manner as‘ Precy had rold 
thofe to whom ‘he had related the Sto- 
ry, began to think that there might 
be fomething’in Reafon that 
Rambiuiller being kill’d exaly at the 
mention‘d Time, it-was impoffible: 
that the other cou’d naturally know it. 
What follow dawas that Precy engaging’ 
himfelf in the Civil-Wars was 
at the Battle of Sti:csnroine | 
_ Suppofing the Truth of all the Cir- ' 
cumftances-of this'Fa& I fhall offer’ 
follows, »to obviate the Confe: 
quences intended tobe drawn from: 
a Tis. not very hard to conceive, | 
that the; Marquifs de Precy’s Imaginati- 
tion being heared bythe Fever, and: 
difturb’d with: she Remembrance of 
the mutuatPromife berwen the Mar- 
quifs de Rambowiller‘and him, might 
reprefent to -himahe Phantom of his 
‘Friend; whom be daily 
anthe midft of Shor,’ and every Mo | 


the contrary Opinion, che Arrival | hig Friend 


Marqui(s. de Precy« whofe mind 


was diftra@ed by the Violence of ‘His 
Diftemper imagin’d thar hefoklowed 
inall the Dangers of War, 
and daily: expe@ed to fee him des 
nouncing by hi¢ Phantom ‘what muft 
‘have happend to him, forefaw that 
the Marquifs de 
By’ 2 Mufquet Shot in the Reins, and 
that the ardent Zealiwith which he 
himfelf was actuated“ to fight, wou’d 
 occafion his falling on the fame.Occa- 
fiom, * Differt. on the Adventuvesat 
(g) Hiftory tells us, that at Cera> 
cala's going out of Antioch, the Em- 
peror Severus appeard to: him, and 
faid-.to him in his fleep, in a mena- 
cing’ Tone, As thow haft kill'd thy 
Brother, willalfo kil'thee, Coefteteau. 
€ardan fays, that on the 13th 
or 19th of Auguft, '. Sever Da- 
mons appear'd to. his Father, drefsd 
in Silk, ‘with Caps of Greek Fahhion, 
red Breeches, Shirts, and Crimfon 
‘Doublets, who faid they were Aerial 
Men, affirming that they were ‘born, 
and died, that they liv'd three'hun- 
dred Years, and that they approach d 
nearef the Nature ‘of Gods-than that 


Ment inedangeriof his Life. . The 

_Circumftances wounding oi 
Marguifsde Ravibouiller, and the. 
Preey's’) death, which 
happend are what-de- 


| of Terreftrial Men, but “yee. that 
there was an‘ infinite diffetence be- 
swixethem'and she'Gods. De Lancre, 
We read in Hiftory, . 
Narrat, 1596 That the Great 


] 
| 
Teg = 
} 
| 
] 
¥ 
hie 
4 
4 
* 
} 
hit 
h 
i 
{ 
Te 
sit 
4 
| 
if) 
& 
tie 
“4 


ave | 


‘where: they" Mier 
were 2 at of th 


Empeéfar- 


chanements, grarify 
“A Father rerurn'd 
his Son fram the Death defi 


Te 


‘who to pevenge 
fronted him, ‘eauis'd ‘to -appe 


on 


which 


ta fee his 

who was dead, oncemore, a famous Magician, 

ardent Defire. ( 

he other World, § 
gn'‘d for him, and: atla 

ieces himnfetf The 


chat he‘cay'd ‘not fave him, rore him jn 
Story woud ftrike yon with Horror, if } 


Henry the Hunt; ia 
 thouga:). half a League diftant, the 
parking of of; Dogs, and the Cry and 
of. H ; but ina 
ment this.> Noite approach‘d to. with- 
jh twenty: »Paces. of his Fars: ° 
Count de Soiffens to fee what 
vthe: Caunt accordingly ad- 
Yanc'd-towards a tall ‘black 
Men appeard. in. the. Thicket, cried | 
‘pat, De you, hear me? and vanifhd, 
Country; :Reople and Shepherds 

ereabouts, twas a. SpeGre or 
which they calld the-Grand 
Venewr: { or Chief which 


hunted tn that. oreft 318 
to.revenge himfelf ead sPeople 


affronted him a a Rath; with 


fhou'd tell it you ar 


the fuffrage of t 
People, elected Ftolarch, or Chief 
Goyernour of By reafon 
he. was continu’d in thag 
Dignity for Three Years, during which 
time, he marry'd a Lady of Locriay 
and after having lain with her Three 
Nights on ly, dy'd 
leaving her wi 
mophrodite of 
liver d Nine Months 
Priefts.of the an “angus be 
ing confulted, om: this Prodi 
jectur'd. the «#telians an 
ape. mh War 
each becaufe; this Monfter 
‘hey. concl t Mother 
without 


Abilities, was by 


his Probity,. 


to 
& 


Child Here 


ta.an adjacen: 40 put and. Child carry. 
his; Cloaths,, {carce: was’ he | che Borders of. and 
before all t ofe. left, out both Rurar 


ith. precipitation, by. reafon they 
w afcend.from.the. borrom of 
Bath, hlack Men,. which.. kicking: 
vem on their Pofteriors, drove em | 
bofore them Le Ley, Pe 
Glycas fays in 
Bajilins Emperor of Con, 
frntineple, loft. his Son . Cn; 
aptine, which he tenderly loy'd, 
id. -him, at any; rate whatlo- 


his Death shatheapply'd | 


to one Santabarene, an Hereri-') the 


When, ait 
ready: for this. Execution, 
of. Polycritus eppear'd, and plac d 
elf next the Childs: 
ed i it] a: ‘black: 
th: ‘People were affrighted, and ¢n- 
deavouring to:fly: 


from the ‘places ie it 
call d themuback,,: told them they: need 
not be afraid; then: in athollow~ 
| low: Voice, made an exc 


to them; in wh'ch heinformd them, 
ifcheyt bares hia Wife and his 


ob who, after feyeral ries the Oration 


4 
«i 
fi 
ne 
i a 
tc 
ge 
* 
D 
= 
~ 
we 
fil 
St 
7 
CT 
} 
7 
2 
4 
t 
ag < 
nt 
¥ 
hay 
¢ 
t 


Vipin appear’d accompany 


and that:with {uch Ciréusiiftdnees 4s 1 will 
then vanith a bat if you-hatve titver'fo 


fpere recite: 


wi = Mah, and. 


informa of them, Pl thew you the Place (7) where you may 


coud not diffuade ‘em 

fom their Defign, he took his Child, | 
tore it in. pieces, and devour it. 
The, Peaple in a tumulguous man- 
ner cry'd out againft him, and 
| gn infinite number of Stones at 

all their ts 

cae his Son, of which he left on- 


d then vanith'd. -Af- 
Head, an Af | 
ans refolv'd to confult the Oracle at} 


ee this terrible Prodigy. 


Delphi, but the Child's Head 


to fpeak, predi@ed po ‘em int 
vere the CHlamities were | 


ayaa to them, and 
aon came to pals. Phlegon. Leger, 


24 
The Ste I'm. to tell. 
you, I Raye Phlegen,''2 oft 
Tralles, and 3 freed Man of a Em- 
peror -Adrian, who does not 
us where this happen‘d, his 
ing imperfee. Be 
lb ‘d tq conjeQure from the Names 
and Philinnion, one of 
ch is Macedon’an, and ‘the other 
Scene of this 
in Thigaly, 
e Metropolis of aly, 
to’ Apuleius, there dait: 
reater Prodiges than 
owever it was, the Story’ 
runs as follows. Philinnion the on- 
Of Demofratus and 
varito, di¢d at a marriageable Age,) 
so the preae Grief of her Parencs, 
‘who with her interr'd 


ewels, and other 


e was duriti 
Life. time after he Death, 
young ih nam tds, 
to lodg Wi 


after 


and at lafter agid 
toanfwer her Paffion. Mac ares, 
of his Love,’gave 
nie 2 Golden Cup, . and let her take 
off his Fi bye Iron Ring which 

with 2 Gold Ring, a be 


which the then wore, a aod 


at the fame Hour, ‘Whilft they 


in 
the 
rite went ae her Gueft, and 


eS Ca 
ny Bather, ou” 


how mi 
arene, Felicity, 


was his Friend. One 
he was in his Chamber, 
of whofe Death he wasi 


her Father, win 


‘9 


and running ts Wer 


ntq Machate’e Chamber, to fee 
e did there. She aw them | 
| Dott, and in the urmoft Aftonithmeny; 
tell | Mafter es 
ichates, 
own'd that what the had (id ‘way : 
the Necklace and Gold Ring, which 
the Mother knew to 
Maughrer. At which che Grief for 
her Lofs immediately {eizing 
he burft out into bitter Tears, ‘ 

chgaghd. Machetes to 
tat he fhoa’ hie 4 
- in which ‘ 3 ‘ 
did. The Bather and Mothes 
| your 4 
‘hall appointed far 
{hall bewail me mach 
“When T'was ‘carty'd tq tig 


r-which was‘kill’d, 

every where.: (p) The 
come and render 
Affectton. 
ground ic Men, 


to perform fome Religious Exercife. (r, 
dommon as rd fee, eat and talk 
Man meets-his Friend in an Inn, lies with, and ‘in.a {ore 


4 


“ thing can ‘you of, which 
“8, that did mot comechither with- } 
out the Confengof the Gods Af- 
| ter thefe Words, fhe felldown dead, 
and her Body was Jain on the Bed, 
d expofed to'the view of all in they 
Route. in fhort,afterthig Philinnjon’s 
ave. was fearch’!,. but her Body 
was not there, -nor. “any thing elie 
befides the Iron Ring and. Gold Cup 
wwhich; Machates had. given her Ma- 
ebates. ftrack with thame for having 
lain with a Speatre, Kill’'d him(elf. 
Pp. 2454 re, 
Ae) Plutarch tells us, that. a certain 
Larenian, going by a.Monument, faw 
a SpeGre, which: he attempted to 
piers with his; Launce, faying . to 


asd 


ugis, anima bis motitura,? 
Whither thon. ‘doubly 
‘doom'd to die}. 


lian, C32. of 
ong which being. kill'd 
e of a.Vine-tiller, ap- 
spear'd to. him,,(or. its, Sp:@re) and | 


ito pierce ic-with his Lance. 0) wis 
by 4 Peafant,: appear: ‘dxo. andy follow’, 
Spectres: calkd White Wothen, 
Services to thofe Men to which they 


}i There has been {een in the Air, an Altar, and 
who feem’d to be fo many Priefts, prepar'’d 


Nothing is fo| 
‘with Ghofts. (/) A ‘Dead 


aa 


( Let 2 Philofopier give me a 
Reafon concerning a Space in the Air, 
in the middie of which, fays Fulins 
‘Obfequens, de prodigiis, t re Was an 
Altar, and around it Men in. 
Drefles under the Confulate, of Fabius, 
| Gir-nam’d, Verrucofus, or his Wany, 
bas Wart on 


Qa of the Icy Sex 
is a Penin{ula, are the People called 
Pilapians, who drink, eat, and fami: 
liarly .conyerfe with Ghoft:; Olax 
us The Learned Incredulity, 74 
‘An Italian having bury’d 2 
dead: Friend, and being overtaken 
by Night, 3 in his return to Rome ‘was 


Le 


forc'd, to. pur inte an Ing on. 
Road ‘where he.took u ia 
Being alone, and perfectly awake, 


his dead Friend feem’d rand 


approach hi , pale.and meager, whilf 


he affrighted, ask’d him who he was? 
The dead Perfon return’d_no antwet, 
bu ut -undrefe' went to Bed, and feem’d 


him, wherever he went... |. 
fay Schortus writes, 4.339. Delrio 
lays, 

‘Spe which. like perfe@ 
“White. ‘Women: an the ,Woods and 
“Meadows. ‘and fomerimes alfo. in 
"Stables, holding i in ery Hands Waa- 
Candles. lighted, which they drop 
on the Main and. Hair of the Horfes; 
ea they comb, and. drefs very neat- 
‘The White Women ate alio call'd 
bills and Fairies, and”tis reported 
at, one. of the em,18 named Habana} 
is. as... were of, the reft; 


1: creep ¢lo 


re 16 4 certain Species of| turn himiélf, 


to the Living ont The 
other not knowin On, to 
e to red ge of the 
Bed Defun&” cotinaaly 
proac im, he puth’d, him” back, 
and ching thruft away, 
he look d at the Living, ‘drefs’d him 
felf,. arofe. out of Bed, put on, his Shoes 
‘and went out of the cl ig wit 


| 


one of hig in the Bed, 

it colder than Ice. Alex, ‘ab 
Der, Genial Tira gueam hi 
on this ranks all 
with Dreams, Hift.A 
533. 
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Nlun’s Lover) going” at Night thro’ ‘the Chtirch of'a Clo 
ro meer‘his Miftrefs, there faw feveral unknown Priefts 
performing the Funeral Office ; he ask’d for *rwas'? 
Me and was told that *rwas for’ him ; he then return’d, ané 
{carce got Home; before two Dogs kill’d him. 
a Carmelite Nun, 
narn’d Sifter Frances of the Holy Sacrament, is prodigious. (2) | 
Man hittitig his’ Féet againft the'Head of a dead Perfon; it 
fpoke, and recommended its felf'to ‘his Prayers. "Neat 
Cairo, at a certain time of the Year, dead Bodies infenG 
‘come out of the Ground: Some People affirm they have 
brought off fome Members of ‘em. (z) There are’ Nations 
which are véry much tormented’ with their Dead, if poetd 


<The Number of Dead which appear’d toa 


‘Tis laid down asan unqueftion’d | of the Living and Experience of the Dead; 

mm Truth, that a Phantom is always cold | ’tis faid that a greatmany Dead ap- 
when touch’d, Cardan and Alexander | peat’d to Sifter Frances of the Holy Sa- 
ab Alexandro, are the Witneffes which | cramment, a Difcalceate Carmelite Nun. 
affirm it, and Cajetan gives a Reafon By "Father Albert of Sr. James, Dif-— 
‘for it, which he had‘from the mouth | calceate Carmelite Monk, 
of the Devil himfélf, who’ being inter- (7) St. Fobn Damafcan fays, Trad. 
rogated by a Sorcerer on this Subje@, | de defunGrs, that a Perfon go ng'thro” 
anfwerd that it muft be fo, and cou’d a Church yard, hit againft the Mead 
not be-otherwife!’ The Cardinal ex- ' of one that was dead, which defir’d 
plaini’d the Devil’s Wordsin the Sence  his’Prayers. 

‘ that he wou’d not ¢ommunicate to the (2%) At Catto, in a'place, formerly 2 
‘Bodies which he affumes, that mode-, Church yafd! there’ generally affem- 
“rate Heat, which ‘is fo'agreeable, or | bl¢ annually an incredible Multitude 
that God does ‘not’permit him todal of People, ‘to fee the’ Dead Bodies 
It. Bewitch'd, p.199.° ‘{ there ‘Interr’d, in’ a fort rifing out 
A Spanifh Knight lov'd a Nun, of their Gravesand Sepulchers. This 
and fhe him. Going one Night to} begins on’a Thurfday, (in March) and 
vifit her, he went thro’’a ‘Church’ of | continues till Saturday, when all dit- 


“which he had the’Key, and in which 
‘he faw a great many lighted Tapers, ' 
and no {mall number of’ Priefts,, who 


‘wrapd up in their Winding-theets, 
‘in’ the anciént manner, but ‘none 


| appear. -We then fee “Dead Bodies © 


ftanding upright or walking, but‘on- 
ly their Arms, or Thighs, or other 
tangible Parts ofthe Body, whtith 
rife more and more, by’ little aid 


‘were chanting’ and performing the 
Office fora dead aroupd a very | 
high Tomb. “After having obferv’d 
the Priefts, who were’all'to him un 
Known, he went up to one of them, litrle.. Hiffories, t. 1-7 43. 
‘and ask’d for whom that Service was| George: Cortim, a Goldfmith whieh 
perform’d ? ’Tis, anfwer’d he, for a}livd at Rochelle in the “Year 1603. 
Knight, nam’d [N,J “which was his; afarm'dy that he had an entire Head, 
Own Name, another ‘gave him the} with the Beard and Hair; oneof thofe 
fame He went! out of the} which appear d to him near Cairo, and 
-*Church, mounted his Horfe, and that one Fobn Barcle, a ac 
_turn’d Home; whete tw6 Dogs kill’d | vant werp, had a Foot of the faméd Kind, 
him Torquemade Hexameron, 3 day, whighrdid nor putrity’ “He alfo 
tharhe did not (ce thefeMembers puth 
©) Book entivuled, The Light | our of the: Ground, but that they 
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| son Bg up their Refidence there. {c) A young Man 


heard ‘the Neigh 


Weneration -for the talleft and oldett would not baye you tuke me tobe 
Souls of the Bleffed refide in| bis Book, and endeavouring ta turn | 


(¢) Monfieur de’ Grigny, was was once! tho’ convincd, yet ftill teld him. 


HISTORY 


? 


was fought, in the Night. were beard. Noifes nfgally 
made by Armies furioufly | ‘Engaging g, I forbear. hinting, to 
curious particular, ( b) becaufe knowing yom 
am fure you: will not care to hearit, 
"The Berfisns are not furprigd at feeing, Spedires i in ‘theif 
the Reafon of which is, becaule they believe as ¢ 
maa, that the Souls of thofe which have liv'd Vir. 


himfelf he ‘cou'd not marry the Woman. he 
*d;.a Phantom, which affum'd his Shape, appear'd 10 
shis. yo ung Woman, to enjoy her, {d) Another was com 
eyealy, follow’d by: the Skeleton ‘of a young Woman, for 
which he had an extream Paffion, (¢) A Phantom took 
leafure in taking an honeft Gentleman’s Spectacles from 
is Nofe, ane into Garden. (Ff ) In 


in hole of the sith, from pooe 
nas they were drawn out, that | at his Devotions, and endeavour'd 
up imperceptibly like} curn over the Leaf in his Hora Ia 
Camerar. Hiftor, Medirat. t.5.| Thurfdey, he perceiv'd 1 know -not 
| what to make.a Noife.ander his 
The a Northern | and was per rfe@hy aftonith'dto find chat 
tion, formerly ro ‘d the Bodies of| it was the Leaf which was torn out 
their under their Hearths, | of its felf, butfoneasly ‘that itfe md 
-gnen ahe Appariti Spizits | At firft this good Man t 
. (6) We read in Paufanigs ‘(in At he was turning over the fecond Leaf, 
picis) that four hundred Years ‘after | she (ame thiag happening. 
‘the Battle of Marathon in the Place | ta be affrightend. 
twas Night was call up his Childsen 
Hories, and} flew. to him and ted an 
ahe noile of Men fighting And endeavour to -perfi 
‘what is admirable, is, that-chofe which | that he was miftaken, and os be 
came on-purpofe to hear thefe Noifes,|out of his Confufion. B 
pever -heard any. thi for they | Man woud. by :no.means 
‘were only theard by of who by | Vifionary ; He faid to ‘em, Very 
phance pats d that way. | my Children you {hall sudze ef the 
(c) Della Valle tells us, inhis f: what Ive. laid. if the Spirit berm 
‘Chapter, That the Perfians have agreat| Humour to teqr «2 Third Leaf, ‘fart 


‘Wrees; becaufe tlicy are perfuaded | On this he again opend 


over another Leaf, that tore a8. 
World Rewitch'd, 376, |others had done. His Son-in haw, 


Comtpaoy with a Man that was he himfelf :tore it, -for fear of his. 
ually follow'd by the Skelton of ling into a Fit of Sickne6s, if. not. 
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they never look’ for Thieves aniongft’the Living; becanlé 


they accufe noné’of that Crime but the Souls of the Dead; 
ts) A Lover being dead, appear'd to fis Miftrefg in the thape 

‘of a Snake ; the Ufe which the made of it was very pleafang 
(b) We read in feveral Authors, thar there are Mountains ia 


which are often heard ‘ar 
frequented by Spectres. (7 


Voices, and which ate much 
Same affure us, that a Phana 


tom, call’d Empuf#, goes on one Foor only, whilft it holds 
the other, which is of Brafs, in the Air, (k) A certaim 


fedging to him as his Reafons, that 
and his Sight not being guick enou 

$0 whether he handled is 
Leaf roughly or not. But the old 
Gentleman out of Patience, took up) 
dis Spedtacles; in order to try once 
more, and obferve it more narrowly, 
and in che fight of all.che Company, 
the cles of themfelyes quitted | i 
his Nofe, and feem'd as if they flew 
about the Chamber, then. made out 
of the Window, and ftop‘d.at a bar- 
der of Flowers ar ithe, Entrance of 
the Garden, Where they were found 
again wid the Three Leaves. The 
\(g) In Guinea, the Natives believe 

that the Souls of the 
‘appear on Earth, ithat « e 
out of the Houfe 
‘fo that when any thing is loft, they 
@mmediately think that they have 
‘taken it. The World) Bewiteh d, 1. 


(4) -A Lover: sd his Miftzefs 
that if he di before her, thatvhe | 
‘would .appear to ‘her in tlie shape 
of a Snake. He died firft,.and tis 
faid, -return'd ‘in that shape, The 
Lady keptethis Snake, without 
me 66¢ver hurting her, the kept it in a 
Box, and when hhetreatetl any; Body, 
‘fhe made them-dip this s Head 
“into their Glaffes. “Several were fo 
@ifgufted at-this Ceremony, that they 
much as poffibl- thunnd her En- 
terttinments. Related by Madam Delub |}. 
Clemens Alexandrinus fays, 1. 6. 
Strom, thar-in Perfia, nearshe: Region }: 


pg 


* 


a 
ted im the middle of 

approachin o them, 

| “re is heard a fort of confus 

| price of fevera] Perfons figlitings 4 

the fecomd a great Noife, and ac 

e third and laft, die Noifes feem | | 

exprefs People rejoici Tite 

me Author fays, that he read 

| the Ancient Hiftories of Great-Brs- 
jin, that there is 2 Cavern at tiie 
| pot of a Mountain, in which, whiega 

he Wind whiftles, thofe near it feem 

> hear the found of Cymbals aud 

ls, which keep time. 
Cardan the Apparitions of 
pecters Spirits at tiie Mouncas 
erle, and the whole Ifle of Inland £0 
Natural Caufe, and fays thas a 

full of Bisumen, that the Inhabi- 
ts:live on Apples and Roots, and 

eir Bread is made of the flower of | 

ish Bones, and that they drink no- | 

ing but Warer, becaute the. | 

ip. fo that at yields newh 

orn nor Wine, that their 

of: Living isthe caufe thartheir Spini | 

dull and grofs, and thar by 

e denfity of the Air, and the - el 

pours which are there congeald £ “ 

oid, feveral odd Figures arse fegn 

vandring and roving backwards and * 

orwards ;.the Fear, Imagination, and 

he weaknefs of the Brain.of the. 

habitants of this Country, 

nfe then | 

his Country think they.fee, soucd, 

and embiace Spectres and vain Ima- 3 

ges of dead Men, which knew 

Loger, 39 4) 

| | 


4 
x * 


Cardan affirms. that in the City | Father's-fide, from the Kings 


_Sgipproaching Death of any one of the| on the Fable, hy the Fairy Quality, 


thro’ all the Apartments of! Word mbain and Stranger in Francs, 
that a Page ‘attempting to 


~ the Face, upon which fhe grafp d him | and dying withonr Heirs begotrenef 


and Bohemia, when a Prince i$ Scotch, Albains or cAubains, or Aubions, 


anyof the Family of Lefignan 
“ef Nymphs, thofe of the Air, thofe defire to converfe wich ‘em like 


“t@rs: “Doubrilefs our Melafine, fo fa-| (n). The’ Philofopher. Anthenedergs 
in: our French Romances, ‘cou d | faw (whilft awake) 2 tall black Phan- 

tio other than Sea-Nymph.| tom chaind Houle in Athens, 

Theephraftus Paracelfus derives the! which thew’d him Place,:. where 


any ot 
(,affum'd any ¢ 


We.koow, that feveral Countries, there appears aj Phang fan 

tom fome. Days before rhe Death of fome Prince, or fome 

(am) How, many Inftances are there of..dead. Perfons,ap, _ 


pearing, exprefly tO ‘difcover | the P lace wher ¢ their Bodies 
are.Interr'd. Jn, fhort, the. Fews, aad Cabalifts draw 


‘Phantom’calld Empufa, which is fent ]a remaining of Paganifm: 
“by Proferpine to unhappy People, and | or taken from the Dreams of thie 


that it goes on one Foot, its other be- | Rabbies, who have their Voices of 4 
ing of Brafs, or like that of an Afs. Bird, which they give out to be 

(1) The Speé&tre of a Woman which , Elias, who moves thro’ the Air, and 
@ppearé in the Night) is nam’d Gilo | predi&s furure Events. d to pafs 
‘according to Nicepherns; in his Eccle-{ the Fable of Melufine forytrue, Her 
fiattical Hiftory. | Romance makes her defended by 


“Of Parma theré was a Noble Family, | 4anza, and a Fairy, and marries ‘her 
Gn‘ which, when any one of them! ro Raimoudin of Trosfilk, and ‘from 
Gs to die, there always appear'd an| that Marriage deduces the Houfes of 
‘old Woman feated under the Chimney | Lufignan, Luxemburg, Cyprus, Ferufa- 
the-Hall in the Houfe. .Gartarels and Békemia.. A& for the Re 
of Curiofity. p.122.° mance making’ her come from 
“Bis reported, that always, on the | bania tis only to fet the betrer 


‘Houfe 6f Brandenburg, a Spirit ap-' which Melwfine- receivd from: 
‘pears in the fhape of a large white ; Mother: The Albanians are the Scorch, 
Marble Statue of a Woman, and/| our Ancient Allies, whence came the 


“she? Palace of that Prince. | Tis alfo| For there was atime when we had: 
ther Strangers living amongft tsibe- 
fides the Scotch who acquiring Eftates, 


“ftop. this Statue, gave i: a blow on 


“aif one Hand, and bruisd him againft | their Body, their Effe@s were con- 
the ‘Ground. FalfeCielia 1. §. | fifcate to the King, and that was cal- 
white Woman appears in Ger.|led Aebatinage. And the 


‘near’ Death. World Bewitchd, 't,4,\.as they are called-in. fome Parts of 
| [ Scotland, have been reported even to 
affirmed that Melufine appear'd | this Day, to have had Nymphs: 
vifible Fairies, called Fine- folks. Elwes, 


“Was to Die. There are three forts}or Make-fools’ who lov'd Men, and 


the’ Earth, and thofe of the’ Wa- { cubus's. Le Loyer Bi. 


“Name from the Greek Word | were five dead: Men. chained, . This 


Melody, which proper: to the Air, | Houfe was uninhabited by reafon.of 
“Swheiite proceeds Sounds and: Voices | the Noife which this Phantom: made. 


MHence “tis that Melufine is feigned | Plin. 2. Epift. Bodin. peas, Camerarins 
“have flewn~thto che Air, ‘and | fays, tomers... 1. 25.) chere 


expre fed. herfetf Cries | was butonedead Body, 
Complaints, Her Fable is ether] A Woman having 
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Band his Mouth fo dry, thar he cou'd go tid 
Ifee in the following Lin 


Poor Monfieur 


*? 4 


es 


 Onfienr Oufle, Being 
VE he inflamd His, 


es what happend 


- 


iif refages from what we call Ghofts and Phantoms, (0) 
ufle ‘was by this time fo opt of Breath, 


oncrede’s Difcourfe. of Apparitions,owhich fo 
that. of Monfitur Quiles 
in a fort grown Speechilets, fo ha 
hroat by the be, bad 


fatther. We thal} 


Next. 


$ 


or 


gud 


¢ 89 
#4 


eechle{s, fo 


utter‘d with fuch.a violent Impetuofity, for fear he 


thou‘d be. 
luggefte 


d to him, .Noncrede.then took. occafjon to 


interrupted in, rhe delivery of what his: Memory, — 


(peal 


and endeavour to reduce hisdear Brother ro his right Sences, 


‘Twas indeed an Interprize, in which ‘twas .impoffible for 


him to fucceed ; for nore happens more rarely than the 
bringing People off from their. Prejudices, and engaging them — 


to Determinations abfolutely contrary to, what they are fe. 
folv'd on. . However, Noncrede was willing to yenture fome 


Arguments 
recite 


a 


te 
iy 4 


Husband-and'buried him, His Spectre] fage 


if t6'two together, Tit} 


to bring this honeft Gentleman to Reafon, 
here thofe which J’m inform’d 


‘ur x: | > 
he 


> 


appeared to his: Brother, led: him: to 
the Place. where his Body, was, and 


then vanithed. 


‘Story is told 


more large by Le Loyer, pag. 3%. 
See valfo, the Story. of rwo Students 
who went to live in:a Houfe which 
a-Spe&re had réndred Defolate‘ and 
Uninhabited: Torquemade Hexame-' 
‘ven, Third Day, Admit. Te 
5 43: 


Ben faye,” that! 


j 


bur chat they. never’ appear to shite 


at once, . World. Betvjggh 


aia 


Veil over t 


Buxtorf fays in his Lexicon Falmtdi2 
That\according to the! 
of, the a a 


fraid, hinders the Phantom’s difcov 
‘hitn’: Bur.if God! judges ‘that he 


has deferved this, f 
caufes the Mask 
an 
170, 


ti 


according ‘to the! Cabalifts} if Spirits 


*ppcarto.gne only, tis nd good Pre-* 


Nive 


© 
roy FQ 


0] 
d'bire him. 
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HISTORY 


“NONGREDE: 


Brother been ‘at 4 great 
—gnuch, but 


id not believe that ‘Narate had given you {¢ 
a Memoty,: ps that which. you Have juft now beey 

fo fiappily 4s you do. But-this Advantage woudl 
mote" “if Judgtnenr’ directed 
that is, if ih tetnernbring fo Thiugs, 


atid teally made a judicious Oiee of it. 
part what yon have beert recitin 
ry catefully prepoficiiing 
as to believe thefe Things trae. 
yout that you are nor in to 
to undeceive” ’Tis the’ unforewhar 
prejudit'd People, 1 will’ believe’ nothin} 
a: their P sffion; ‘not ‘will they evett vouct. 
to hear thofe of ‘a ‘Sehtiment different from 
You me of betaufe I don’t blindly 
No, Brother, ‘I ‘att’ no: at all 
affit Libertine, Genius?” ‘only 
B You to aitknowledge, that 
of nfe | ‘ed’ fhou'd not be too'credulous, pat: 
Soya “on this Subject, in which'there are fo many Ree 
to doubr, tha’ bur never {6 little influenc’d by found 
ahd difpos'd to diftingnith Truth from Falfhood 
wwill.abfolutely. believe. ts is faid in fayourd 
antotns, res, Ghofts, ftra Apparitions; of 
thany Stories ate ‘forg” ‘d, purely 
shat our Belief thay be by Reafon 
fr fon hat Truth exacts of us? But as for you, 568 are {0 
Bion, 


yourfelf with, any {uch reafonable Prect? 
of which you have’ patticularie’d, there® ‘att 
whofe Aiuthot's, from whence you have cited 
‘don't own to be Authentick, Ot adtnit ‘etn 10, bs 
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_are the Properties o W 
fcribe fo many Virtues, fo much Power, and of which fo 


which have had too 


SIC 
and the Opinion to follow ir, withour regarding the Senti- 


» 
‘ 


ments of the Author who furnifi'd you with-it ; fo 


cis, thar you -will “not belfeve any thing But falls in 
with: your Prejudice. . Alas! Brother, does ‘your Reafon 
ferve you to-no other end'than.to draw you into a Conduct 


fo unreafonable ? Do-you.acquire Knowledge alfo to act fo 
blindly ? I wou'd willingly attack what you, offer’d in the - 
--firft Place ; that the Srars’ continually produce Spectres and 


Phantoms ; but that Norion’s fo Extavagant, that | think 
it deferves no Anfwer to thew how Ridiculous’tis. Farther, 
by reafon *twoud pat a large difeuffion to fhew what 

thofe Stars, to which Aftrologers a= 


much Noife is made, 1 chofe rather to fay nothing of ir; 
for befides that, the Subject is nor worth while; it feems 


tome by your Looks, that you are not of a Temper pati> 


ent enough to hear me long, | 
I fhall reduce my Thoughts to fome Reflexions: only 


on what you have been faying tome; purfuant to which, . 
firft of all ‘twill not be eafy to difcover what Religion ‘you © 
are of ; for, if you believe all that you have faid to me, I 


find in you fuch a great mixture of I know not how many 
Religions, .that 1. fhou'd have reafon to fufpect thar you 
have embrac’d «thein all, or that youreally have none: 

For Inftance, if you take all your® Stories for Truths, 


you are then perfuaded that Souls become Material, 
, great a fondnefs for their Bodies ; 
you believe thar Souls pafs out of one into another, 


that they roul under ground like Moles; to join themfelves 
} know not where, to Bodies to which they have taken an 
Affection, thefe extravagant Opinions, there’ is *no 
more mention made of God, than if thete were not any 
fuch Being, fo unworthy are they of his Wifdom and 
Power. Ir feems, by your Words, that thefe Souls abfo- 


lutely difpofe of themfelves, without any Dependance, as . 


tho’ they had been the Principal of their own Creation, 
and were the Miftreffes of their Exiftence. ee 


Are you fo unreafonable (I dare not fay any thing worfe) ‘ 


to imagine that Souls are of Glafs, and that they have as 
many Eyes as 4rgus 2 -Do you believe them Immortal ? if 
you are.of this Opinion, f am fhort, for it requires a whole 


 Difcourfe to convince you throughly, that the infallible 


Conlequence of believing that a Soul is Glafs; is that ig 
will then be fnbject to Death, 
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* ‘Farther, when you perfuade yourfelf, as you. fay, that 
Man may-guit. his Soul when he pleafes ; have you 
thoronghly examin’d how that can. be ? defy you to 
_ comprehend it. “Tis incomprehenfible, as tis alfo very 
falfe. None but God can unite the Soul to the Body, nor 
— can any but he feparate it, in order to re-unite it. Try, 
‘Brother, endeavour to fend your Soul fomewhere Abroad, 
fo that your Body fall inanimate tothe ground ; but God 
forbid that I fhou’d ferioufly give you fuch Advice ; for if 
_ you fhou’d execute it, I fhou’d lofe you for ever, and in 
_ you a Brother which is very dear to me; and "tis beeaufe 
= you are fo to me, that I daily grieve to fee you yield your- 
= © felf up a Prey roevery thing that offers to feduce you. 

CO Do you really, Brother, believe the Production of Souls 


4 oe by rhe Pulfations of the Heart? If fo, God need only to have 
created a {mall Number of Men to have fill’d the whole 
 niverrfe with Souls. There are whole Nations, fay you, 


| which think fo. And to what fhoud we bereducd, if we 
obliig’d to conform to fo many extravagant Opinions 
. of know not how many Nations, who believe nothing 
_ but what certain People have perfuaded them, without 
being themfelves convincd, or who, if they really think fo, 
without Reafon or Judgment. 
= ‘See whither your Prejudice leads you, fince it engages you 
m= j.. tobelieve, even thar Beafts return from the other World, as 
_ if they had a Soul like thatof Man! The Srory of the Viper, 
which you told, is a Proof that you are of thar Opinion: 
And thus Cats, Dogs, Rats, Elephants and Pifmires, may 
return to Earth to afflict Men ; nothing is neceffary but rheir 
being willing to de fo, and inftantly they take their Progrefs 
arrive here. Ah! certainly if this was fo, we thould. 
not want Ghofts. | 
= ._—-~——*-—sOHow foolith is that Imagination alfo, when you depend to 
= + Maintain the Exiftence of ‘all thefe Phantoms and all thefe 
™  _ Spectres, of which fo many Stories have been told you ; when 
= +~—SC*Yourdepend ‘I fay, on what yon have read, that the Souls of 
m= Othe Bleffed lodge in Trees, probably you acknowledge no 
m ther Paradife than the Woods, Have you throughly confi- 
it? I fhall not much enlarge on this Head ; but intreat 
= .~ you to.confider the, Principles of your Religion to fer you 
right. Fiow many Follies are there that wou'd be rejected — 
with Indignarion, if Men did not deviate from thofe Princi- 
= _—_—*ples? Your Story of the Lover which promis’d his Miftrefs’ 
return to her in the fhape of a Spake; and which accor- 
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dingly came in that ridiculous Form, if we will'believe you; 
this Story, Town to you, excites my Pity to the laft degree = 
what did I fay? it ftrikes me with Horror! fo directly con- 
trary is ic to what-our Religion teaches us» How ! becaufe 
a rafh Fool promifes a Woman, of whom heis foolifhly fond, 
ro ferurn to her after his Death in a Shape by him defign’d, 
fhall he be permitted really to accomplifh that Promife! Tell 
me pray (and remember well the Queftion, with regard to 
feveral other Stories like this; ) tell me, I ‘pray, Wasvic 
after this Man left this World, that he had leave to rerurn; 


when and low he pleas’d ? where do we find that God has 


engap’d to give Permiffion to thofe who fhal! make thefe 
extravagant Promifes, to perform them whenever they thall 
think fit, for the Satisfaction of themfelves and their Miftref- 


Really, 1 cannot help ca'ling thoie impious, who have 


fuch a ftrange Opinion.. An etfeminate Fop in Raillery, tells 
a Woman that he Loves her to Diftraction, and that if he 


dies before her, he will appear to her in the fhape 


of a 


Turkey-Cock, for Inftance, ( the Metamcrphofe into a 
Turkey Cock nor: being more difficult than into a Snake) 
fhall he then, as foon as he is in the other World, be at li 


berry to transform himfelf inco a Turkey-Cock. and ftrut- 
ting about his Miftrefs, continue his Amours? or if he has 


not this leave to do it himfelf, fhall God perform this Change 
for him, on purpofe to fhew Women how juft Lovers are to 
their Promifes; and to animate ’em alfo to fer a great Value 
on their Words-? I term fuch an Opinion Horrid, Execrable, 
Sacrilegious, Impious and Blafphemous. Weigh it well, my — 
Brother, and -you will difcern how injurious it is to the Wif- 
dom of the Sovereign of all Beings, - If you did not loie fight: 
of that Divine Wifdom, how many Errors wou'd you reject) 
with horror and indignation, of which you have been hitherto _ 


the Sport and Bubble ! 


"Tis true, you have cited.a great many Stories which are” 
Approv’d, Privilede’d and Printed ; but faving the Refpect 
which I’m willing to acknowledge that I owe to ali thefe 
Reafons, which, you pretend, prove them, I affure you, that: 
amongft thefe Stories, there are {ome which ] have obferv’d: 
to be {o ridiculous, and fo contrary to good Sence, that even 
tho’ their Authors, to give them Credit, fhou'd bring Proofs 
which fhou’d feem to me Invincible, 1 fhou’d not,yer céafe to 
doubt the Truth of ‘em ; but fhou'd believe that they had. 
either fuffer'd themfelves to be impos’d on, or defign’d to de=" 
cewe me. Make a through on this Alternative, — 
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| *rwill be of preat ufe to fer you on your Guard, againft 
‘whatever prefents to engage your Credulity, 
‘Your Story of the Spectacles tranfporred by a Ghoft 
“ . into the Garden, is very well to make me laugh ; but nog 
Yo affront the Book from whence you had it, I fhall give no 
Creed tt, than the Knight which plays very agrees 
able Parts in that Romanee.. How can | perfuade myfelf, 
that Souls which are in Paradife, in Hell, or in Purgatory, 
.—l aa can get out, either by their own Power, or by the Permifit- 
on of God, purely to come hither to play a parcel of wanton 
Tricks, in truth very fit for Lacqueys and School- 
7 )6=—SCC(‘“S;~~©6O«&Boyss (2) but which don’t appear to me poffible to be 
cols, Who enjoy in Heaven the utmoft 
mm . Felicity, or being the Objects of God’s Vengeance, fuffer in 
(b) where they are fhut up in inconceiveable Tar- 
gents. This is what is call’d Reafoning, my Brother, and 
any Perfon whatfoever to be able to fuftain by fuch 
= -  —SC Arguments, I know not how many miftaken and impertinent 
jl-invented Stories, which fill up thofe Books which you be- 
__ lieve Infallible, and of which their Authors were not perhaps 
= {@ Credulousas you, whom they are willing to make believe 
- their Relations. Tis with Books as with Converfation: How 
_ aany People recount in Company extraordinary Facts, folely 
becaufe they know ’em apr ro divert the Hearers ! How 
= + many Writers are there which fend to the Prefs Fables, which 
ghey give out for Truths; becaufe they know that nothing 
_. more pleafes a vaft many Readers, than what looks like 
_ wonderful and prodigious! They are lefs concern’d to con- 
form to Truth, than to the Tafte of thofe into whole Hands 
expect to fall. But yet, fay you, what they {fay is ap- 
provd, therefore *tis true ; an excellent Conclufion! 4/op’s 
Fables, Homer's Iias and OdyfJea, Virgil’s Aineis, the Tales 
_Of Fairies, anda prodigious Number of Amorous Tales, and 

mew invented Anecdotes, are printed ; and that with Appro- 

bation ; therefore all thefe Books fay is true. I don’t think 
your Prevention is grown to iuch an Excefs, as to ad- 
© — wit this Confequence to be fo true, as that there is nothing’ 
Offer againit it. Mon- 


Thef: Gentlemen the Spirits | (6) Non eft qui agnitus fit reverfus ab 
+ gfe generally very rude, and one] — #feris. Sag 
wourdlay, that they come into the! | Facilis defcenfus averni, 
Weald for other reafon than to] Sed revocare gradum, {uperafque evaderé 
Foot- boys Tricks. Chevalier D| ad auras 
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Monfieur Ouffe then arofe, as tho’ he came out of an Ex- 
tafy, and exclaiming as tho’ he had been throughly touch’d 

| with what ‘he heard, faith, “Ah! Brother, you have charm’d 

“ me by what you have been faying, goon, I intrearyou, 

“ and depend on't that we fhall be pleas’d with one ano-. 
“ther”, He then claps down in his Elbow-Chair, turas 
his Head another way, and fhuts his Eyes, as tho he're-.. — 
folv‘d to avoid all Diftracting Obje&s, in order to hearken — 
with the greater Attention to what fhowd be faid. Noncrede 
perfuading him(elf thar he was mov'd, and very well difpos’d 
to give hima favourable Hearing, went on, as we fhall fee 


jn the next Chapter, 


i 


Continuation’ of Noncrede’s Difeourfe of 
Apparitions. 


yy lilt Monficur Ouffe feem’d the moft attentive in the 
3 World, to hear whar his Brother wou’d fay to him ; 
Norcrede to take hold of this pretended favourable Opportu- 
nity, made ule of all Means that he thought moft proper to 
clear his Mind of fo many Follies as poffefs’d it, and went 
on in the following Words. | eeoere 
I'm ravifh'd, my dear Brother, to fee you at laftbeginto — 
acknowledge your Errors, or be fo Complaifant at leaft as 
to hear thofe who endeavour to draw you cnt of them, and 
thew Confidence enough in me, to believe that I {peak fin= 
cerely, and thar ] know enough to gnide you to diftinguifh 
Truth from Falfhood. 
__ IT have frequently confider'd the poffibiliry of the Soul of a 
Dead Man appearing to the Living, and frankly own thar lt 
never cou'd comprehend it; and you will vefy much oblige - 
mein informing me, if you have a better Notion of it thanT - 
can conceive. My Arguments are, That when a Soul ap- 
pears, as "tis frequently faid ic does, how does it come to ap-~ 
ar? What is it that produces that Shape which it aflumes? 
. For there muft undeniably be fome Caufe which produces 


this wonderful Operation. “Tis certain, according to the = ~ 4 = 


Stories told us, that the Souls which appear, ftrike the Byes 
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"Jean fearce heartily believe, that there are Souls which 


‘continually wander hither and thither ; and that, as apunifh: 
spent,as ‘tis faid,for their not having paid fome Debts, nor ha- 
Ying perform’'d fome Promiifes, or having done fome Mifchief 
whilft they inhabited the Bodies which they have quitted. 
For, .fay1, fometimes to myfelf, to what end thefe Va-. 
gabond Rovings tend ? Are thefe Debts thereby the better 
difcharg’d? Are thefe Promifes the better performd P Are 
ahele Injuries the better repair’d, by theit wandring to all 
Paris like diftracted Wretches, which know not whither to 


~ go? Befides, from whence do they come ? Is it from Paras 


Mife ? they are certainly there in fuch happy Condition 
hat rhey are not inclin’d to leave that Place, to come hither, 


0 difturb and, tormert others. “Is it from Hell ? whatever 


jefcapes they make, if they have liberty to make any, all 


thetle Sallies cannot, according ro our Principles, afford them 
any Eafe. Js it from Purgatory ? ler-any Body thew methen 
there. gre pofitive.and inconteftable’ Revelations, which 

Goes give this Liberty. 1 farther confider, why thete’ Souls 
‘temeducd to this wandring Condition for no other’ reafon 


God has either promis’d to give, or that he really 


[  jjé§ the Bars by the Noifes which they 
tg makej;and the Words which they utter. To affert that. the | 
Soul renders Audible, and is of itsfelf Vifible, is 
= Mittake;sfiace.being a pure Spirit, ’cis nor liable to the Per. | 
ception of Sences. Ir muft then neceffarily be the Dead 
Body formeriy. amimated, which appears. But rhat is not 
ae true; for, befides that, that which appears is not {o Subs 
| ftantial as the Body, that very Body remains in the Grave, 
perhaps has been feveral Years turnd to Corrupuon. If 
a. it be alleag’d, thar the Soul forms the refemblance of a Bo- 
: dy of Air, whence is it, that when uniced to the real Body, 
a. it has not the fame Power as after its Separation from it? 
. for, do what we will, our Souls will never produce Aerial 
a. , Bodies ; at leaft, I believe mine will never be able to do it, 
 . and 1 very much doubr your Hiftorians having more Power 
than J, to that end.. This has always puzzled ine, when 
_ People talk’d tome of Phantoms, Spectres and Ghofts. Per- 
4 haps the fault lies in my Ignorance ; but I am nor to blame, 
“tismor a grofs Ignorance,fince I am nos unwilling to be better 
a inférm’d in order to get out of it; and till fuch Information 
Zz comes, I think | may with a fafe Confcience forbear blindly 
a SMM s into a Belief of all that is faid to me on this Sub- 
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ies, whilft they 


have ‘committed fo’ many other Crimes directly againft 
their God, as Pride, Prefumprion, Blafphemy, Murmuting 


againft Providence, &c.' Thus you fee tharthefe are Atgu- 
ments frons whiclf may be drawh important Confequences, 


“hs 


if we will but allow ourfelves time enough to give them — 


their due extent. | 
~ Nor can I yer determine to admit for Truth the Affertion 
of fome, that Devils difturb Men by Apparitions ; for this 
Conduct feems to me conrrary to their Malignane Na- 
ture, fince by terrifying them, they cannot expect any thing 
elfe than to excite thofe whom they have thus affrightéd, to 
repeat of their paft Sins, and ro refolve never more to com- 


mit thelike. The Devils don’r feem to me to be inclind to 


juch Charitable Intentions. But ‘tis yet certain, that no 
Atheift, no ‘Libertine, how refolure foever, but wou'd be 
difpos'd to change his Opinion and Conduct of Life, if once 
he faw an Apparition, of which he had no reaion to doubt. 


Another thing which yer perplexes tne is, that {uppofing by 


there are Apparitions, how to be fatisfy’d thar there is no 
Fraud in what appears ; that is, to diftinguith perfectly the 
good from evil Spirits; to difcern whether thefe Apparitions 
are not the effects of Dexterity, Artifice and Deceit of Men. 


_ (a) And hence there is always reafon to doubt of “em, and _ 


confequently to avoid being too eafy and credulous om that 
Subject, You fee that very brief, and thar if I thoud 
never fo little enlarge, I fhou’d have a fair opportunity to‘of- 
fer many Particulars, which woud help to rid you of your 
erroncous Opinion. I hope, that by the ferious Reflexions 
which yourfelf -willlmake, you will fupply my Brevity. fF 
fhorten each Article, to leave you the more room to make 


(4) We may learn from St Atbanafius, Anfwer, The, Soul ‘feparated from the — 
what were the Sentiments of his Age | Body is incapable of doing any thing, — 
concerning Souls feparated from Bo- | Good or Evil. Notwithftanding which, — 


dies by Death. In his Thirty Second | he fays a little farther, That re Soule — 
Queftion, Whether Souls after their of Saints animated by the Holy. 


Separa ion know what paffes amongft , Ghoft Praife and Blefs God in the 
Men, as the Angels ‘do? To which| Land of the Living He affirms in 
he anfwers in the Affirmative, at leaft|} che Thirty Fifth Queftion, Thee af- 
fo far asic regards the Souls of Saints, j ter Death, Souls never return hither 
but not thofe’ of Sinners; for the con- to bring News of the State of the 
tinual Torments ‘which they endure. » Dead , which might make room ‘for 
Keeps ‘em in (uch full Employment:as | feveral Delufions, becaufe the Evil 


~notto leave ’em leifure to ‘think of| Spirits might feign themfelves the 
any thing elfe His Thirty Third} Souls of the Déad, which appear (0 
Queftion “is, What is the occupation | difcover fomething to the Living. 
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d.and: judicious Deductions from ‘or Inftanee, 
follows-willfurnifh you with an opportunity. 
Hlow many Stories are there of pretended Ghofts, which. 
. are really nothing el fe bur'the Artifices made ule of by fome 


Fellow ro facilitate the Enjoyment of his Amours ; or ofa 
Serving-Man, the more.eafily to drink up the Wine in_ his 


Mafter’s Cellar ? (4) or elfe of a Farmer refolvd ro take all 
poflible Meafures ro render himfelf fole Pofleffor and Inhabi- 


: 


May 


as 
é 
hy 


‘ 


-taat of a convenient Houle, becaufe he thrives very wellin 


People of 


1t 2: (c) And on the other fide, meets with few 


_ (b) Befides what I have faid of 
Graves and Gibbets, (fays Le Lvyer, 
. 173.) lewd Rakes hold their Sab- 
bathe and play their Pranks, and they 


don't ftop there, but their Affurance | 


carries.°em much farther, even to 
People's Houfts to drink out the Wire 
and carry on their Amorous I ntrigues, 
in order.to which, they are not afraid 


fufficient 


of thar Country, who had been Be- 
headed above one hundred Years paft. 
Another met, in the Night, a Gentle- 
man related to the Prefident, who 
walk'd with a neighbouring Gentle- 
mans Wife, whom he namd. You 
may if you pleafe obferve, that this 
Relation and this Lady are yet alive: 
| He added that fhe yielded to his Ad- . 


_dreffes, and that. then fhe and her 
ever vanifhd. So feveral others 
or at leaft heard Wonders told 
of the Caftle of Ardivilliers... This, 
| Farce lafted above four or five 
: Years, to the great Prejudice of the 


to adt the Parts of Spirits, whence the 
old Froneh Proverb, | 


Where good VWne and young Wenches are, 
Roguifh Sprites are. fure torepair. — 


Ardivilliers isa very fine Eftate 


Prefident, who was oblig’d to let thay 


in Picardy, one of the moft confide- | Eftate to a Farmer at a very low Rate. 
able Provinces in France, fituate a- | But at Jaft he refolv’d ro put an end to » 


found Brerexil. There appear’d a Spi 
rit, and this Mafter Hobgoblin made 
aterrible Noife. During the whole 
WN ghr, were feen fuch, flames, that 
the Manfion-Houfe feem’d all in a 
Bire, ‘and. horrible Howlings were 
heard, but this,only happend at a 
certain time of the Year, abour 44 
Saints Day. NoB dy dard live there 


»  befides the Farmer with whom this 


Spirit was Familiar. If any.unha 
 Paflenger lay there one hae 

~ ‘was fo foundly beaten, that he car- 
ry’d-the Marks on his Skin for Six 
. Months after. Thus farfo the Man: 

‘fron-Houfe, but the Péafants all abour 
fiw much more, for fomerimes one of 

‘Mem faw at adiftance a dozen Spi- 
its hoveting in the Air over the 
Manhon-Houte; they were all of Fire. 


danc‘d a Couniry-Dance: Another 


in a Meadew, { Know not how 
many Prefidents and Counfellors in 
Scarict who doubrlefs were a'- 


#40 all Of Bire'There thy fate,and pals'd 


Sentence of D-ath on a Gentleman 


: 


againgt the Inhabitants of the 


thefe Apparitions being perfuaded 
by feveral Circumftances, thar’ che 
whole was a defign’d Trick of fome 
Perfon. He then wenr to. his Eftare 
at Alhollandtide, lay in his Caftle or. 
Manfion- Houle, caus’d to be with him 
in his Chamber, two Gentlemen his 
Friends, fully refolv’d at the fir 
Noife, or firft Apparition to hre 
their Piftols on the Spirits Bur the 
Spirits, who.know every thing, -pro- 
bably knew of thefe. Preparations, 
wherefore nor one of ’em appear’d, 
They were afraid of the Prefident, 
whom they knew ro be better arm’d 
both with Strength and‘ Subrilty 
than themfelves. They then contentr 
ed ehemfelves with drawing a. few 
Chains in the Chamber over his ; at 
the Noife of which the Farmers 
Wife and Children came. to theit 
Landlord’s Affiftance, and flung them- 
{elves at his Knees: to hinder his go- . 


ing up into thac Chamber, ‘* Ah! Six” 
cryd they. what is Humane 

“World? 
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fafficient. penetration to difcover bis Cheats, or Courage. 
enough to undertake it; when there appears {ome Danger peer 
the Attempt, Another reafon which makesmediltruf® 
the Truth of Apparitions, is, that frequently, either thto,”, =... = 
the Fault of our Sight, or by a certain-fimmayon of the Ob- 
jects, we believe we fee that which really is not for: od 
Does it not happen fometimes, that by acertain Motion of. 
our Byes, Objects appear to us otherwife than they feem to 
us, wher withoutthis Morion ? There are alfo fome who af 
firm, that certain Reprefentations which they fee in the Air, 
and in the Clouds, are nothing but reverberations of Teme 
which 


World ? Monfieur de Fecaycour, be- | ling, the Phantom turn’d: upon himy 
*< fore you, once refolv'd on the fame | and fix'd himfelf before him; when. 
intended Enterprize, but return’d |even he alfo began to be fomewhar 
* with his Arm diflocated Monficur | affrighted ; But yer reeollecting him- 

de Vurfelles alfo intended co thew | felf, beimg perfuaded chat it coud 
Courage, but was feverely { bea Spirit, andremembring that che 4 
* crufiid under feveral Truffes of | Spe@re dard not ftay, and avoided Soda 

Hay, and was the next Day taken | being feiz'd, he refolvid to catch ir, 

very fick” In fhort, they alledg’d | ro fee whecher twas palpableor whe- 
fo many fuch-like Examples to the} ther ‘twoud diflolve in his Bands. ~_ 
Préfidenc, that his Friends woud not; The Spirit being too hard prefs’d, | 
fudfer him toexpofe himfelfto what the | went out of the Chamber, and down 
Spirit might doin its Defence, but un | a {mall pair of Back-ftairs in a Turret. 
dertook the Affair themfelves without | The Gentleman follow’d it, keeping 
him ‘They both went up tothis vatt| ir ftill in fight, acrofs th: Yards and 
large Room where the Noife was, pro- ! Gardens, turning as the Spedtre did ; 
vided with a Piftol in one Hand, and fo thatat laf the Phantom finding 2 

a Candle iu the other ‘They faw) Barn open threw himfelf into it, and | 
nothing at firft but a thick Smoak | fnding himfelf thut up, chofe rather to ~ a 
which fome Flames redoubled, by | difappear, than {uffer himfelfto be ta- ; 
rifing by Intervals: They waited a| ken Ic vamithd againft che very 
moment, till it clear’d up. The Spi- | Wall, where the Gendeman thought 

nt confufedly difcoverd itielf inyro feiz: him, and left him confe- 
the middle. Is was.in black Panta-{ quensly in a great Confufion. 
loons, and cutting of Capers, whilft] ving caus feen it vaméh, he calld 
another mixture of Flames and Smoak | People to his Affiftance, and got - 
once more depriv'd ‘em of the fight | neceffary Urenfils to ftick 
of it; it had Horns and a long Tail, ! the Straw, where the Speétre feemd | 
in fhort, twas a frightful Object. One to have vanifhrd ; he difcoverd that 
ofthe two Gentlemen fourd his Cou-{ there was a Trap-door, which faut 
rage alitcle cool'd atth:s Sight: There | with a Bolt, after having paft which. . 
fomewhat there fupernatural, faid he | hedefcended into the Cave, andfound 
tothe other, /et’s. withdraw But the! the Pantaloon and the Mattraswhich 
other more bold, did nor retire: No,| hundred him from harting himéif. 
no, anfwer'd he, this Smoak ftinks ef | and teceivd him foftly at his defcent, 
Gunpowder, and there is nothing extraor | when he threw himfelf in Head fore- . 
dinary in it, the Spirit bimfelf has learnt * moft. _He madehimcome out, what 
but half his Trade, in not having yet put rendred the Spirit Proof agaiatt a Pi- 
out oar Cendlos. At thefe Words he] ftol-bullet -was a Buffle’s Hide 
advanc'd forwards, pur{u'd the Speétre, | for his, whole Body. The Spark: con- 
pitch d on that to Fige at, as he accor-| all his Tricks, and by | 
dingly did, and hit ic, but was per-} pay:ng to his Landlord the refidueof © 
fectly aftonity'd, thas inftead of fal- {the Five Years Rent, to make upthe 
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our Seriles often prove Deceivers; wherefore it becomes'oiy 
Pradence to-diftruft Idare not venture to conjectural 
with fome Philofophers, that the Air of itfelf ( ¢) produces 

thofethundring Voices which feemto be utter d by Phantoms 
fat Pm very apt to believe, thar whars call'd a Spectre ig 
frequently produc’d by very Natural Apparitions,’ without 
Souls or Spirits having any part in it; what inclines me to this 
Opinion, is, Experiments which have been made of certain 
material Subftances, reduc'd to Afhes, which have reaffum’d 
their priftine’'Figure, when their Afies have been fetin Moti- 
on’ by a Heat proportion’d to the defign'd Trials : Several 
curious Men affirm to have been witnefs of thefe Perfor: 
mances, and that they have try’d them themfelves. ( f). If fo, 
~ Price the Farm went at before thefe | ffe&, of his weak Sight, which: nt 
pparitions. The Falfe Clelja, being’ able to penetrate to the middle 
&e. of the Air, his Rays reverberated as in 
Ariftotle fays, that thofe whoja Mirronr, in which it appear'd foto 
obliquely and tranfiently Jook on the | him when his Eyes were open, Jd. 

Sun Beams, think at fir that the Ob- [9 7. Deivto, p. 274) | 
je&s which appear to them.feem| The Epicurean fay, that Voices 
Bright, then Red, afterwards Violet- | are Properties of the Airs that ‘they 
colour, and then Black and Dark. Le | are engendred by it, as the Blux and 
Eyer p88 Reflux by. the Sea, &c. Le 

- have a very quick fubtil Sight fee in| (f )Monfieur Duchene Sieur de la Die 
Sun and Moon, the Images of] chene Pioletee, an able Chirurgeon, affirms 
_ Whings here below. (Hermeti Med, cap. 23 ) 10 have feen 
 Cardan fays, lib 2. Contrad. Medic.4 Learned Pultfh Phyfician of Cracvuvia, 
That at Miian, the People thought] who kept in Viols the Athes of almof 
they faw an Angel in the Clouds, | all Plants, «f which he cou‘d get any 
and whilft every Body was aftonifh’d | Knowledge ; and that when any Per 
at it, a Lawyer obterwd, that this} fon, out of curidfity defir'd to fee a Rofe 
ae was nothing but the repre- | in‘his Viol, he took that in which were 
tation in the Clouds, of an Angel] preferv'd the Afhes of the Rofe-Tree; 
- awhich wason the top of St. Gotbard‘s } and placing it over a lighted Candle, afs 
Sreeple. ter its hiving been a little influenc’d by 
Some have thought, that all the | he Hezt, the Athes began to move; 
which we fee in the Clouds | rifing and difperfing themfelves in 
ate nothing but the Images of wha: | the Viol, there feem'd to appear.a fort 
Ta here below; whence they affirm, | of fmall dark Cloud, which dividing 
that the Armies which have frequently | i:felf into feveral Parts, came at laft-to 
been feen in the Air,' were the Raysof | reprefent a Rofé, fo beautiful, -freth and 
the A mics which were en fome part} perfe&, that one wou'd have thought it 
th: Earth. Goffarel, p.s20. equally palpable and odoriferous, with 
_ Apiftorle had not inform’d us, that { that produc’d by the Rofe-Tiee. 
he image which infeparably followd af 
_ certain Manin the Air, and which he | wienge, the’ Bodies vipers and rot, ‘tvs plain, 

not get rid of ,was natural, thou'd | Fair Bigurcs ftill in ther, Afges remath.. 

we nov have faid that ‘twas one of! 
thofe Spirits which are call’d Famniliars, | this we may draw this Conle 
_ Demon which hai affuin’d thi: | quence. thatthe Ghofts of the Dead, 
“Manis Shape? and yer the fole | which we frequently 
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naturally.as Exhalations, from 


fupernatural. 


"tis needfefs to make! Souls come from the other Wotld to 
produce thefe Apparitions, fince Spectres may be form'd as 


[ cou’d alfo, Brother, affure you, that there are a. vaft 
many Apparitions, | which are nothing but the Effects of an 


‘Imagination a 
uneafy Confcience, 


deprav’d, either by Difeafes, by a guilty and 
-or,Fears, by an aduft: Melancholy; by 


whence proceed fo many’ Me- 
reors, which we don’t admire, -hecaufe they have nothing — 


Excefles of Wine. or.other Debauches, or by f6me Diftradti- 
on of the Brain ; of which you muft have: read feveralin- 


ftances. (g) There are more 


Church.yards, are Natural, being the’ 


Forms of the Bodies Interi?d there, or 
their exterior Shapes, not their Souls, 
or Phantoms form’d by Devils, as feve- 
ral have believ’d., ‘Thefe Ghofts 
and Figures of Bodies being. incited and 
rafs'd, partly by an Internal Heat, eithes 
of the Body, or Earth, or by fome Ex- 
ternal Warmrh, as that of the Sun, or 
from the preflure of thofe yet alive, (as 
after a Battle) or from. the. Noife 
Heat of the Cannon which heats the 
Air. Pp. 10 12. 
"Tis affirm’d, thar after reducing a 
S,atrow to Afhes, and having extra¢t. 
ed its Salt, &c. that begins to ft, and 
difpofes itsfelf to fuch manner. as to 
reprefent a Sparrow. The Royal So- 
ciety Of England hope to proceed to this 
Experimenton Men.. Differt. on the Ad- 
venture at Sc’ Maur. p. |. 

(g) Ariftotie mentions a diftra&ed 


than you think which have 


tinue’ there) near the Ciry. Some days 
afre: his Executiov, acerrain Man, whol- 


ly Ignorant of all this, being in‘the . 
to the Market in‘the 


Nighr-time goi 
City, and fearing that ‘twould belong 


hetore the Gates were open’d, refted - 


himfelf under a Tree, neer the Gibbet: 


Some time after, fome ethers alfo going 


to the Ma:ket, and being neat the 
Gibbet where the Criminal hung; 
call’d out to him. in Raillery, to’ask 
him whether he would go with thenito 
Market ? On which, the Man ander the 
Trce, thinking they {pake to him," and 
being very glad of Company, faid to 


thefe 
|Corps was hung on a Gibbet (rocon- 


’em, Stay for me, and I'li go with you. 


They believing ‘twas the hang’dMale- 
faS&or which fpake to them, were fo 
affrighted, that they ran away as faft 
as they wereable.. 
Fear and Terror deprive a Man of his 


Wretch, who ftay‘d a whole Day at the | Judgment, difturb the Brain, and fo fill 


Theatre where the Plays were a&ed, 
tho’ there was no Body there; yer 
clapp'd his Hands and laugh’d, as if: he 
had been the Spectator of a very diver- 
ting Comedy. ‘Le Liver, p. 98 


his imagination with all forts of Ideéa’s, 
that he thinks he fees and hears what he 
does not, Wirld Bewitch’d, 4.1300 
—Thofe who have drank too much 
Wine, imagine they fee Mountains wal 


- Plifander, a Rhodian, fecing his Gheft, | Trees fal foul.on one another, the Hea- 


thought it his Soul feparated from his 
Body. De Lancre, 282. 


yens tucn round, and, at Juvenal faye: 
that there are two Candles lighted on 


Suetonius fays, (in Orhone, c, 7) that} che there be but one, Et 


Galba, after his Death, purfu'd h's 
Murtherer Otho, tore him out of his 
Bed, affiighten'd, and did him a thou 
fand Mifhiefs, . *T was perhaps his Con- 
{cience' that tormented him... 
We read in Bebe'ins, faceiarum, 
That there was, at Bafil, a Copper {mith, 


remin 


saxurgit menfa Lucernis. 

In Agryzentem in Sicily, was a Houfe 
call’d Galero, according to Timaus and 
Aihenaws. |, 2+ Deéij bof. by reafon thac 


| the young Drunken Bellows being in 


| this Houfe, imagining they were 


who for his Crimes- was: condemn’d | nm 
to he hang’d, which Sentence was. ac- | to lighten the igtaginary Gall). ° 


cordingly executed, and 


be 
“ne, 


Gally, and.cofs’d by a Storm, threw all 


thsic Maveables eut of th: window, 


The 
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shefe forts Weakneffes ; 


are perfuaded that: there’a are’ 


gomake People kelieve Spectres and Phantonis :"the 
_Grand-Mathers, and thofe who tend Children, frequently 


they.cry, orto. engage ’em to return to their Dury,’ whe 


-‘ws-that at the River which goes to] belongto him. He was card of this 
_ Novegred are heard Noifes which terri- | this Folly, at which he was mitch cor 


wanes. Le 332, 4 Gallenin his Tra& Dé Sfmptom atum 


-‘Brenzy, that they did nothing but 
fing the Tragical: Verfes of Ewripides,\ ous, thac- he firmly’ believ'd that 


Rocmy, Id p. 6. abroad. ‘Le Loyer 4 
) Picus of Mirandula believ d that Cite I take thefe Names to come from fome 


Key-hole of the Door to fuck his | dies or Comedies. Detrio, 
. Daughter’s Blood under the Fingers, 


 eruel 
+ Blanche hig Confort had given him to! 


who are not inclin’d to fuffer-themfelves to Ke led bp heh 
Apparitions 

which they ate not oblig’d to believe. 2 
*Tis alfo certain that Education does « not a 


‘talk of them to ’em; {4) to affrighten ‘em, to quiet them wherl 


they ftray from ir; that thefe firft Impreffions, ‘to’the 
Degree difpofe them, ‘to {wallow the like Tales; ‘wheneve 
they occurinithe Courfe.of their Lives.. -And when-a M 
as: known to be very credalous with regard to them, he’ can 
never mifs of meeting with People, who will endéavour w 
take Advantage of his Credulity, if they have.Reafon t 
expect any Gain by it: and even if there fhou’d nor.be any 
weal. Advantage which flatter'd their Intereft; there: are forme 
Men, who make 4 dt their to  afiight wit 


Then Baron of Herberfein Ambaffa- | be turn'd into a 
dor from the the V Thrafylas imagin’d, chat all the ce Ship | 
to Grand Duke of Mufcovy, tells which put into Port 'Pyraws at Athen: 


‘bly diftra@ the Minds of the Inhabi- cern’d. Le Layer p. 116 


Inthe Time of Lifjmachus, Alexan- | differentiis, vells the Story of 

des Succeflor, al the Abderites, Men, a Phytitian his rary, ‘who 

‘Women and Children, fell into fuch a during his Fever and Diftemper, tho 
he knew every body, ‘was fo déliti- 


what occafion'd this was the part of | parcel of Muficians plays ying on Flutes 
Andromeda being perfe&ly well ated, | and blowing of Horns, the par 

by the Famous Player varchelaus, in | of his. Chamber next the Bed, 
the Heat of Summer. Id. 93. | that the Noife continually’ 
he ang King of the Goths, though t| his Ears, fome ‘of them fitting, and 
he faw in the Head of a Fifh, others ftanding , and he continually 
frighef Face of Symmacbus (a cried out to have them turn’d away. 
ich he had killd) knitting his} () eco and Alphito, monftrom 
Li with Rage,and Women, with whofe Names Nurles 
the Face of an kept Children as crying or gomp 


‘We read in the Iralian Lettegs of} Narfes to afrighten Children, talk 
Paul Fovio to Ferome Anglaria, that] to them of Mormi- 


jurers came into his Chamber through | horrible Parts or Charactersin Trage- 
Morme. or Baboue, a Baboon) 


whence fhe fell ill. ) whence is deriv Mirmét, whit 

We read in Rodrigo Sanchez, Hifler. | fignifies the fame a at 
 Hifpan pars. 4. that Peter of Caftile, a a | bear to ‘Be 
t, fancy dthe Girdle which » 
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Siippofititious “Spectres: 1 know »feveral Inftances of 
his in our Times; and we alfo findin Antiquiry, 
feveral young Men attempted to affrighten a famous Philofo- <a 
fopher by a falfe Apparition, but much mifs’d. of their pro- a 
mis'd Diverfion in this Defign ; for he fo much defpis'd this. 
Mimickry, that he did nor vouchtafe once to interrupt his 
reading, even at the Moment they were endeavouring to di- 
fturb him. (i) There wou'd nor be fo many Stories if Men 
wou'd imitate his Conduct. But how can men avoid difturb~ — 
ing themfelves, at amazing Facts which they cannot compre- ‘ 
hend, fince they are alfo affrighted by certain Spectres, tho a 
they know them to be no otherwiile rerrible than in appearance,  @ 
and that there is no reality in them? Dion gives us an evi | 
Mdent Proof of this, in his Relation of the Entertamment, © © | 
which may indeed be term’d, terrible, which Domitsan gave “% 
to the Roman Senators and Knights. I will norrecit€ @ 
the Story to you, fince you may, if defirous to know it, read ~ 
it your felf in that Hiftorian. 


(i) The young People of Abdera, 
knowing that Democritus was fhut up 


to purfue his Philofophical Studies, 
drefs them{felves up like Spirits and 
Dzmons in black Robes and hideous 
Mafgues, tefembling the Dead, 
compafs’d and danc’d around him. The 
Conftancy of this Philofopher was fuch 
fays Lucian, that during the whole 
| Time he never turnd his Eyes from 
his Book. ‘ee | 


in a Sepulchre diftant from the City,} Name: 


Noncrede here defifted for fome Time, to expect fome An- 


{wer 


Pillar e-e@ed in a Form ofa Tomb, 
on was written the refpeAive Perfons 
Over this Prilar was hang 2 
Lamp as was cuftomary in Sepuichres- 
After this came ina parcel of young — 
Pages ftark naked, black’d and 
all over with Ink, refembling Manes 
and Images skipping around rhe Se- 
nators and-Knights, which pur them 
ina terrible Fright. After having — 
‘caper'd about ’em, they fat at their 


(k) Dion in-his Life of the Empe- : 


that Account, feaftced all his Subjects, 
as well the Nobleffeas the Commo- 


tors and Roman Knights, whom he 
entertaind in the following Manner. 
He caus'd for this Purpofe a Houfe to | 
be prepar’d, painted black without 
and within, The Pavement was black, 
the Roof, the Walls, the Floor, the 
Wainfcotting all of the fame Colout 
In the banqueting Room were feveral 
empty Séats © He made them all céme 
in, without allowing any of their 
Domefticks to follow em : being en. | 
terd, he made them fit down. and 


nalty ; but more efpecially the Sena- | 


Fees, whilft all the Ceremonies regui- 
fice to Funeral Obfequies, were per- 


ror Domitian cells this Story rhus.} formd. Which done, on black Dilber. 
After his Vi@tory over. the Walachians,| were broughtin black Meats of vari- 
which were the antient Get4, Domitian| ous Sorts, the 
amongft other Marks of rejoycing ‘on Guefts, every one of which believd — 


and _ prefented to the 


that their own’ Throats werego be cut! 
During this:-whole Time’ there was 
profound Silence, and Domitian to en- 
certain them, talk’d of nothing 6 
Death, Murthers and Slaughters The — 
Feaft being ended, he cau:*d em-to 
be conduéted home by unknown Pers _ 
| fons ; and {carce were they got thither 
bt fore they were fent for again by the 
Emperor (a freth Fright ) but twas tq 
them a filver Pilicr, or fome’ Plate. 
‘which had been.made ufe of before 


blac'd next cach of thiem a lisgle Square: 


‘them, andito each of them, ‘one of 
thofe Pages. which had afted 
vil , clean’ weihd and wel 
}drefsd, 
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have mafter’d. 


“—_ to be more careful of themfelves, and be more on their Guard 


Dhus ‘we have, and fhall more clearly fee hereafter, rhat Mote 
Oufle having in his fiat teading, believ'd all chat he mee wit 


4, 


from Moénfieur 


» 


giméhis Brorher was fpeaking. At laft he awak’d in furprize, and 
~ on Nonerede’s upbraiding him with fleeping, this fimple Manvery 


_ © fincel have been ftri@ly juft tothe promife which I made you, 
me,fince I have not interrupted you one moment ; 


_* Sleep, by your fine Difcourfe, that! fhou’d have yet flept on, 


-' think ficto ftay longer, for fear the Paflion in which he was, 


Be Br: proceed farther, and continue the Series of the Ret 


* 4 


Oufle, but was very much difappointed in his 
Expeftation, for his pretended atrentive Auditor flept the whole 


guietly faidto him, “ Brother you have no Reafomto complain 
« ‘that we fhould be pleas’d with each other, you ought to befo 
4m fo with you;. for having fet me into {uch a found agreeable 
if you had but continu’d talking.” Poor Noncrede was the more 
mortify'd by this Raillery, becaufe, far from been heard: 
‘he did not doubt on the contrary, but ali that he had faid pro: 
-duc’d onthe mind of his Brother fuchan Effe& as he wifh’d for, 
He departed immediarely fo uneafy and angry, that be did not 


might have rais’d in him fome excefs, which perhaps he cond 


i My 


Inwhich is treated of weak, ignorant, too credulous Minds 
- and Slaves to Prejudice; and how eafy tis to de- 


lation of what happen’d farther to Monfieur Oufie,with Re 
gard ro Spettres, Phantoms, Ghofts, and whatever elfe looks like 
an Apparition ; I defign to employ this Chapter to treat fuccinfly 
of thofe Perfons lik¢ him who have wezk Minds, are ignorant; 


or Slaves to Prepoffeilion, or are too eafily credulous ; and to fhew 
_ atthe fame time, with what Facility,they fal] into the Saares laid 
for them by thofe who defign to feduce’em. Perhaps thofe Rea- 


“dets which fhall find their Pourtraits here, may hence beinduc’d 


sgeintt thofe Tricks made ufe of co futprife ‘er. 


A’ weak Mind is timorous and fearful, yields. even to the Jeaft 


Violent Efforts, and defigning Men on the feebleft Artempts they 


make on it, do what they pleafe with it. It cannor refift, bes 


caufe Strength is requifite to Refiftance. Hence thar its firft 


Impreflions are {0 tenacious, and keep it fo low, that.it has not 


=  _ Vigour enough to efface “em, in order ta make way for fecond 
Idea’s; but it can believe nothing which ic didinorat firft. When 


“tis once vanquith'd it never rifes again, *cis conquer’d for evet. 
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pesfticious Pr 


of Knowledge is requifite,co be able perfeétly to diftinguifh Fale 
fheod from Truth ; and Refolution enovgh to defend withoug © 
any {fneaking Compliance, Truth againfi Falfhood. This is 
what we dont meet with in a weak Mind, and this is the Caufe 
why we are not to fet any value on what-ir thinks, on what it 
judges, and on what it decides, Let usthen endeavour when 
| Miwe converfe with any one,to difcover the Charaéter of his Mind, 
and if we find this weaknefs there,lec us not yield towhat he fays; §=§=———(<‘<Cs;:C:tCS 
any farther than Evidence proves,that we have Reafon to fubmig 
toit. Tis one of the moft judicious Precautions, that we dont a 
un our felves into Danger of abandoning the Inrerefts of Truth; a 
2 Danger to which we fhou’d expofe our felves if we fhould ea- ) 
fily believe what weak People fay to us. To difcover Truth 
ffe&tually,more Knowledge is neceffary than they have acquir’ds 4 
and more: Application than they are able to beftow. 
The Ignorant are alfo very naturally difpos’d, to fwallow er- 
roneous Notions, and hand them to others; to influence them 
to which, nothing is neceflary, but the Meafures us’d to gain ~ 
eak Minds ; which are to be fure to be firit, totalk impudently, _ 
thunder out hard Words which they dont underftand; inculcate 
o’em Subjeé&ts of Admiration ; fpeak much and longto*’em. 
They then become fo ftupified with what has been faid. to “em, 
ind fo little capable of thinking to the-contrary,by Reafomtheir 
nowledge is very fhallow,that having nothing to obje@& againft 
what is fuggefted to them,. they run head-long into a Belief-of 3 
whatever defigning Men dare to advance, how extravagant fo¢- ~ | 
eritmay be,and even value themfelves on it; becaufe they flate 
er themfelvesthey have nor yielded without athorough Know- — 
edge of the Reafon ; which knowledge of the Reafon is yet no | 
hing elfe,than the Noife made by tricking Knaves in their Bats, — 
ind the Pains they: have taken to hearken to ix Don’t we d _ fee 
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fhaken againft human Ref, j 
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nefs and Petu peet.ana Veneration, aga | 

thofe who aflert impudent inti the Bold- 

ain this Conftancy of Mind, a aa pnd. 4 
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Being really any ‘thing Supernatura} in their Proceedings; 
they will fttike Terror, and excite Admiration, ‘withoul 


ignotant) Dont we, fee Mien ind Women, who ay 


4 makes a great Noife, and! cears his Surplice, luftily chumps th 
Pulpic, and his Face is enflam’d with Rage. and coverd 


cher. How hard is it to convey Truth, to Minds enflav’d to Pre, 


jes Bavour! Bue if they have ftray’d from it, "tis in vain, tha 
any folid Arguments are offer'd to perfuade "em to embradil 


Notions which firft imprefs'd on them. Our Monies 
which he hug’d as very true Storys ; and thus prepoflefs'd bm 


eonvince him of his. Error. His Refolution is form’d, and ti 
_ Prevention is ftronger to defend him in it, than Reafon to pre 


safter having treated asl havedone, of weak and ignorant Mind 
asalfo.of thofe-enflav’d to Prejudice. All which are equally with 
“them fufceptible of Errors, ready to be deceiv'd, and capable ¢ 


; Prejudice, and fuch a ftrong inclination to a too eafy.Credulity 
. fwalfow “em for Truths,ard fo warmly engage on their fide, Foy 


_ lefS; and the latter need only refolve on it, which done, th 
Means will never be wanting. Let pleafe to make ufé of nt 

_ verfo little Contrivance ; Jet °em be but in the leaft able cd mak 
_. #dextrous ufe of feveral Natural Things, provided their Propet 


aseveafily affrighted, and fond of Admiring, without 


t 
; 


oméh, and even Men, ( for to do Jnftice, very many of. them 


they are pronounc’d with Vehemence, when he fpeaks very Youd 


Sweat. Ah! how exceilencly that Man preaches! cry the ignoll 
sant Croud; but if he does nothing but make a Noife; wife Me 
wilkcontent themfelves with faying thac he isa very loud Presi 


judice, atileaft if they have not been at firft happily prepofiels’d if 


and follow it: they’! never allow any thing to be Truth,befidg 
Oxfle: began with giving Credit tol know not how many Fably 
thefe Tales, was Proof againft any thing that cou’d be faid wil 


vail on him todbandon it. Prejudice is always obftinate, ther 
is ho gaining on’t, any otherwife, than by flatrering, anda 


voiding to contradic it. ! a 
As for thofe who are too credulous, T have not much to fy, 


déceiving others, if they will give into their Notions. © 
Grant we then, that confidering fo much Weaknefs Ignorance, 


which we obfervein a vaft many Minds ; that’cis not faeprizins 


to fee fo many Falfities get Footing in the World; and fo many 


if many are difpos'd to fuffer themfelves to be deceiv’d,, but the 
Number of thofe who are really inclin’d to deceive them is ne 


ties are but unknown to -the a they will eafily attain hi 
Eads ; they will maké a fhew of doing Wonders, without thet 


doing any thing téally cerrible or furprizing, Bur thei 
Happinefs is, that the People to whom they apply themfelve 


the Reafon why. For Inftance, witha Load- ftone, or fome oth 
Scones, with: Sugar, Copper, Quick Silver, or “other” équall 
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‘There art Seducers which abufe 


well-meaning People, getting into 
great Reputation by cannnig Tricks, 
which feem to¢arry with them fome- 
thing Super-tatural. As I pafs’d thro’ 
Lifle in Flanders, I was invited by one 
of my Friends to accompany him to an 
old Woman, Who was a great Bortune- 
teller, and Whofe Fraud I difcover’d. 
This old Woman carry’d us into a little 
dark Clofet, which had no other Light, 


of which we faw on a Table cover’d 
with a Tablescloth, a fort of litrlé Sta- 
tue or Puppet, feated on a Tripos, with 
its Left Atm extended, and hoiding in 
its Left Hand avery fine filken String, 
at the end of which hung arn Iron-Fly 
polifh’d very bright, and above it was 
plac’d aGlafs in fuch manner that the 
Fly hung about two Fingers high in the 
mention’d Glafs; And this old Wo- 
man’s Secret confiftéd in commanding 
this Mandrake to ftrike the Fly againft 


old Wife faid, Icommand thee Man- 
drake, in the Name of him which thou 


man be happy in his defign’d 
age, that thot caufe the Fly to ftrike 
three times againft the Glafs; And in 


on which fhe lean’d, rais’d véry neat 
as high as the hanging Fly, which did 
not failto ftrike the Glaf% three times, 
tho’ the old Woman did nor any way 
touch eithet the Statue, the String; or 
the Fly, which furpriz’d thofe who 
were ignorant of the Artifice which 
fhe us’d; and that fhe might bubble 
People by che variety of her Oracles, 
fhe forbid the Mandtake’s rhaking 
the Fly ftrike againft the Glaf$, if fach 
a thing was, or was nor, to happen. 
The old Woman’s whole Trick con- 
fifted only in what follows: The Iron- 


the Credulity and honeft Simplicity of. 


than only that of a Lamp, by the belp 


the Glafs, to declare what her Cultom-__ 
ersdefit’dto know. For Inftance, the 


oughteft 10 obey, that if a Gentle- 


uttering thefe laft Words, fhe carry’d 
her Hand near to it, grafping a Stick 


Bly hung in the Glafs dt the End of a | 


filk String, being very lights and very 
well touch’d with a Load-ftone:;when 
the’ old Prophetefs wou’d have it 
ftrike againft the Glafs, fhe put on 
one of her Fingers a Ring fet witha 

reat and very good piece of Load> 

one, jo that the Magnt:ic Virtue cf 
the Stone, mov’d the Fly which. be+ 
fore had been couch’d by one: of ‘the 
{ame Stones; and made’ it hit-againft 
the Glafs as often as fhe pleas’d; and 
when fhe wou’d not have the Fly 
ftrike, fhe imperceptibly took that 
Ring off her Pinger. Thofe who weré 
in Confederacy with her, and which 
procur’d her Pra&ice; took care dex- 


teroufly to inform themfelves of thé 


Circumftances and Affairs of thofé 
they ®rought to her: And thus they 
eafily bubbled them, The Solid Trea 
fure of little Albert, p..75; @e. 

If 2 Load-ftone well fet, be held 
under 2 Table, the Needle of 2 Com- 
pafs which ftands onthe Table; may 


by it be curn’d which wey you pleafe'; 


which will appear very ftrange t6 
fome-Peoples M.i v 1: 322. 


An Iron Cupid hung in the Airy 7 
(without bei 


any way fuppor 
in the Terhple of Diané at 
Le Loyer. 61. 


Cardan. 1.7. de fubsil. tells us of 2 


Stone which Albertus Magnus had; 


naturally mark’d with a Serpent, of 
that admirable Virtue, that it laid in 
a Place haunced by Serpents, it drew 
thera all to its 

It never fo litte Sugar be put into 
Butter, the Butter will coagulate: 


Bodin. 122. 


A little Copper thrown into anlron- 
Furndce; will hinder che melting of 
all the Iron in ¢ Mine, and. make it 


To make @ Pullet or fomeozher fuch 


thing leap in a Dith, take Quitk-filver 


with Powder ot L put ‘ic id 

a Glafs Viol, ftopit well, wrap it up 

in fomérhing warm, or put it into thé 

Body ot the Fow),and when the Quicka 


4 g 
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be done, which will. pafs with the unthinking Croud for 
Charms and Inchantments. How. many Prodigies, in the 
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Byes OF thé Tgndrant, are there fhut up in a Jugler's Pouch! 
hot Biioché ‘taken for a Conjurer, which deferv'd the 
rigorous Punifhment, by a People whocould not com- 
> pfehend that the Motion of his Puppets were natural ? How 


many Generals have animated their Soldiers to Battle by 
feeming Prodigies which they have dexteroufly manag‘ 


filver is heated, *rwill make it leap up. 


tAdmirable Secrets of Albertus Mag-— 


e ‘Thofe who wou’d fee their Names 
imprefs’d or written onthe Kernels of 
Peaches or Almonds, .or on Peach or 
Almond Trees, are to take a fine 
Peach+ftone, fer it.in-the Ground, at 


_ the-proper time of planting it, and let 


continue there fix or feven Days, till 
‘itigshalf open: Then take ipout gently 
Withoutebruifing any part of it, and 
write on the Kernel 
witat they pleafe, and when ’tis dry 
Purit into'the Earth, after having very 
well clos’d »it, and rejoynd it witha 
very fine Thread; and then without 
doing any thing elfe, fuffer it to grow 
toa Tree; andthe Fruit which ’cwill 
will have on it the fame Name 
which was written onthe Kernel. The 
fame may. be done with an Almond. 

-Hefor Boethius in-his Hiftory of 
otland fays, Fhat the Scots {eeing 
that their Forces wou’d not fight a- 
gaint the Prts, fuborn’d Men drefs’d 


glittering Shells, with fhining Staves: 


‘ot rotten Wood. in their Hands, to ftir 


vem upto Battle,.as tho’ they had been | 


“Angels; which Stratagem fucceeded 
according totheirwifhes. . 
a Meffenian Captain, 
‘being inform’d;that his Enemies, the 
Eacedamonians, celebrated the Fefti- 
wal of .Gaffor and Pollux without the 
Lity of Sparta, together with one of 
his Men, put on the. Habit.of thofe 
Twin Deities, mounted each of ’em on 


White Horfe, and prefented them- 


delves to. the Lacedamonians, exciting 


them to. drink, till they were drunk ; 


when -he fell ou shem with his Army, 
and defeated them, 


4. 


- 


j 


P olsans, 


| mies, Le,Loyers 


’ Man into a Woud confecrared to Pluto, 


Fhebes, remov'd the Buckler: which 


> EB]! “We hiave feen a fort of People call’d Venerilogui, whe 


making 


Acgording to Dren |. 25. Hitor. In 
the time. of the Civil war between 
Pompey and Cafar, one of Pompeys 
Captains nam’d Offavius, befieg’d Sa 
lonne in’ Dalmatia, by Sea and Land, 
In this City on Cafar’s. part ,was Gabe 
nius, who had thrown himfelf into. 
to keep it teady to his Mafter?s Inre. 
reft.. The Inhabitants weary of the 
Siege; together with the Women, 
form’d a Defign to make a Sally on the 
Enemy inthe Night. The Men were 


| well. Arm’d, and. the Women with 


their Hair dithevell’d, were drefs’d in 
long black Cloaks, which cover’d ’em 
{rom.Head to Foot, and carry’d light 
ed Forches in their Hands; fo that 
they look’d fo hideous, .as to refemble 
Furies. The Enemies taking them. to 
be Devils, were fo affrighted, that 
they took flight, and were, beaten, 

Pericies doubting the Event of 2 


Battle, to encourage his Men, fent’s 


| This Mau,fays Frontinus 1.1. Stratag, 


C, 11. was tall, drefs'd im wideand long 
Buskins,2 long Peruke, purple Cloaths, 
and feated ona’Chariot drawn by four 
white Horfes; he call’d Pericles by 
his Name, and commanded him 40 
fight, affuring him, thaz the: Gods 
wou'd give the Athenians _ViGory. 
This Voice was heard by the Enemies 
and by.them believ’d to have come 
from Pluto; which put them into fuck 
a Fright, that they fled withour fight- 


Epammondas, the Fieban General, 


went into the Temple of the City of 


was at the Foot of the Idol, and, put it 
into its Hand, as tho’ Pallas wou'd mt 


fought ;.-Which fo. embolden’d. 


Men, that they vanquifh’d their Ene 
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alfo done their Bufinefs very. well, by the help of Speaki 
Trumpets (4). I fhou'd havea long Roll ro; run,over, 


-fhou’d particularize here all the feveral forts of Deceits 


made ufe of to feduce the Simple and Ignorant. Some im- 


pofe on the Publick, by Heads which feem to fpeak, and 


anfwer Queftions put to them (c). ‘Others teach pi 

a Cage to publifh them abroad..to be Divine Men, a 

after ler them loofe (f). This Fellow ina 


3 


(c) A Merchant of Lions being one | this Tube, on which wasfet,a Copper 
Day in the Country with his Man, || BafonwithaHolein it alfo,,on which 
heard a Voice which commanded him | was laid St. obn’s Head.made ofthick 
from God, to give part of his Goods | Pafteboard, being vhollow, and paint- 
to the Poor, and to reward. his-Ser- | ed tothe Life, with its Mouth open 3 


vanr; ‘twas his Man who fpake out of | and imit a fortofSpeaking Trumpet or 


his Belly, as if the Voice camefrom a | Pipe, which run along the Cieling of 


great diftance, Zé. 152. Concerning |- the Room under the Clofet where all 
the Ventrilogus, Photius, Patriarch ot, | thefeImplements were manag’d, and 


Conftantinople,writes thus to Theodatus| | the Pipe ended at the, Neck of this 


Spatharus Candidatus: ‘* The Chri-; | Head, fothata Perfon {peaking thro” 


‘© ftians and Divines have call'd the |) it in the Chamber below, was diftin&- 


wicked Spirit which {peaks inthe | ly heard:thro’ che Mouth.of St, Jobn’s 


Belly of a Perfon Engaftrimythe , Head in tlieClofet, /Thus the .pre- 


Vertriloquus, or {peaking from the’ tended Diviner pra@ifing fome fuper- 
“ Belly. Ic déferves to be lodg’d in’ | : ftitious Ceremonies to infatuate thofe 
** Greeks haveterm’d’ | who came to confulc this Head, he 


jt Enteromante, others Engafiri- }conjur’dit inthe Name of St. Jobn,to 


Camer. Hift. Med, t. 3.1. 2.c. know ;-and propos’d the Difficulty im 


(4) A Serving Man by the =u 


Widow at Angers to marry him, ad- | thew anfwerthro’ the Pipe, being in a 


vifing her to it {rom her deceas’d Huf- | manner told what he. was te fay. The 


band. Le Loyer. p.. 164. | Solid Yreafure of Lattie Albert. 
Pope Boniface VIII. caus’d a Hole to (f) Anno a Carthaginian and Pfa- 


be made in the-Wall againft PopeCele- | pho kept Birds in Cages, which they 
_ fline’s Bed, and. him to be advis'd thro? ae to fay’, That Anno and Pfa- 
‘a long Speaking Trumpet or Tube, to | pho were Gods, and then let ‘em loofe. 


quit the Papacy if he would befav'd ; | Loyer. p. 175. 71. Another Cheat 
Which Pope Celeftin accordingly did. fucceeded il] in a Trick almof like this. 

(e) The Cheat of St. Jobn’s Head, |. An Impoftor at Rome, feeing: a greac 
Was thus perform’d; SomeImpoftors | Crowdot People got cogether in the 
fix’d a fquare Table on five Pillars,one |: Campus Martius, got upeinto # Fig- 


| aceach Corner, and one inthe Middle, | Tree; and from thence harangu’d the 


which laft was a large Tube made of | People, telling them, the World 
thick Pafteboard, painred:to refemble | would come ito an end when he de. 


Wood the Tabiehad.a Hole againft {cended trom the Tree, and that he 


Ga . | -fhould. 
| 


making ufe of I know not what) Art of fpeaking in their 

Bellies, ftrike Terror into the Minds of,ignosant People, 

: tho they heard. a Voice (c) which came from Heaven or 
Hell, and:then obtain whatever they pleafe. Orhess have 


{uch aloud Voice, as the Perfon inthe 
a Speaking-Trumpet, preyail’d ona | under Room might hear it plain, and— 
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eAntoninus the Philofopher, who par-- 


by chance in the Screet, fhew’d 
. there is Scamander to whom I gave 


Words exclaira’d apainit the Cheat; 


(b) A’ Magician abated a Tumour by 


fhould be turn’d intoaSrork.80 coming 
down, and oan in the midit ot the 
Crowd, he let fly a2 Stork; but io |} 
clumfily, that his Cheat being: deteé- 
ed, he was carry’d. to the Emperor 


don’d him. jul, Capitol. in the Life 
| ) Afchines the Orator, Contem- 
porary with Demofthenes, fays. Fpift. 
“90. That one Csmon an Athenian, de- 
~bauch’d a Virgin, who puriu- 
‘ant to the Cuttom of that Country, 
went on her Nuptial Day to Bath her- 
felfin the’ River Sc.mander, and offer 
it her Virginity. The Story runs thus: 
“This Cemonhid himfelt behind a Buih, 
“having his Peadcrown’d with Rofes, 
and when the young Woman in bath- 
herfelt. pronounce’d .thefe folemn 
Words, Scamander, recesve my V17- 
ginity he came trom behind the 
 Bufh, told the young Woman, whofe 
Name was Callirbwa, that he was Sca- 
mander, and enjoy’dher. Sometime 
after the Woman, who really took 
him for the'God of the River, feeing 


him to her Nurfe crying out to her, 
my Virginity. The Nurie, ac theie 


and he finding’twas-not fafe to 
- there, immediately got on board a 
» Ship, and made the beit of his way. 


Rtroaking ic with his Hand. This 
Swelling was only a blown Bladder. 

World bewitch’d, t. 4. Pp: 79-Apuleius, 
an his Golden Afs, fays, That he 

» thought he had kill’d three Men; but 

founa them only 

. which Pampila the Witch had caus’d to 

appear inthe fhapes of rhree Men. 
» Htevo built a little Houle, the 


three Goats-skins 


and’ enjoys Virgin (g). That makes 4 Man's 
punch’d Back vanith at the moving of his: Hand, beeaufe | 
<‘the’Bunch wasan artificial one prepar'd by himfelf (4). How 
many ‘wonderful Machines have we feen (i), which feem to 
be the Effects of Magic to thofe who are not able-to detec. 
the Artifice! How many Beafts have pafsd- for Conpuréts, 


open at the lighting, and flat 
_ extinguifhing of the Fire. Be Lo : 


Watch- woman, erected on the'Hyper- 
borean Confines in the Northern) 


ftance, 


_ flew tor fometime in the Air. 


| 


} f{pacious Throne, onthe fides of which 


| that his Throne was rais’d to the Cie- 


‘by the Winds, and make 2 continual 


vo. 


becaufe 


$7. 
The Statue Slatababa, or the Golden 


tavy, mention’d by the Baron of Her- 
bejtem, a German, de rebus Mufcovi- 
ticis, had a Child on its Lap, and is 
of a prodigious height and bulk, “and 
around it_are feveral Trumpets and o 
ther Inftruments, which ate founded 


novfe whici: is heard great di- 


The Emperor Charles V. was pre- 
fented with an artificial Eagle, which 
Le Loy 
ev, 98. 
Pythzgorean Philofopher Ar 
chytas’s Pigeon flew inthe Air as tho’ 
alive. Id. 56. 
Lutprand, l. 6. rerum in Furop., 
geft. tells us, That at Conftansinopie, 
adjoyning to the Impérial Palace, was 
a Pleafure-Houfe call’d Magnaure, in 
which was a beautiful and magti- 
ficent Hall; where the Emperor 
flantine receiv’d Lustprand, as Am 
baflador, m the following manner: 
The Emperor was feated on a very 


‘were two Brals Lions guiit; before 
the Throne was alfo a Brafs-Tree 
guilt, whofe Branches ‘were ‘cover'd 
with Birds of the fame Metal. © When 
I began, fays Lustprand, to approach 
the Throne, the Birds in the Tree fang, 
and the Lions roar’d, But what moft 
furpriz'd me was, that bei ng proftrare 
onmy Knees, and bowing very Jow 
to exprefs a profound Reverence’t0 
the Emperor, I inftantly difcery4, 
that-he was not where 1 letr him, and 


Door of which was focontriv’d as to 


> * 
thy 


ling of the Hall. 
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of Adia bene, or Botan, at Ferufaslem, 
not either be open’d or ua- 


| -lefs on fome particular Days of the 
‘Year; and fays, Paufanias, in Arca-: | 


dicis, if an Attempt was made to o- 


penit ac any cther time, ‘twou’d ra- 


cher break than open. 


Aathemiws; both Archite& and In- 


gineer to the Emperor Fuftinian, 
mention’d by Agath:as in his Hiftory, 
lis. 4 being Caft in a Law-Suit a- 
gaiult Zeno, oné of his Neighbours, 
to be reveng’d on him, fix’d*up in fe- 
veral Places. of, his -oufe. large Cop- 


pers or Cauldronstull of Water, which | 
he ftopp’d very clofeat thetop; and | 


to all rhe pafages into which the boil- 
ing Water was to evaporate, he fatt- 
en’d long Leathern- pipes, wide at the 
end where they were fow’d to, or fix’d 


_ on the Covers, and growing narrower 


upwards in the fhape of Trumpets ; 
the {malleft parts ot thefe Tubes reach- 
ed to the Juice and Beams of the Ciel- 
ing of the Chamber where thefe Caul- 


drons were : He put Fire under them, | 


and when the Water in them boil’d 


thro’ly, the thick Vapours and Smoak | 


afcended thro’ the Leathern-pipes, 
and its free paffage being interrupted 
by the ftraitnefsof the tops of them, 


fhook the Beains and Joice, not only — 


of thatRoom, but of cAnthemrus’s 


whole Houfe, and alfo of that of his 


Neighbour Zeno, who believing it to 
be an Earthquake, made all poffible 
hafte out of his Houfe for fear of be- 


ing deftroy’d. 


A Goldimith of Parss made a fort 


of SiverGally, that mov’d of icfelf cn 
the Table, the Rowers in it rowing 
2lfo; when it came to the end of the. 


Table, atcurn’d fhort to the other fide ; 


and this ic did Sve or Gx times. Le 

Loyer, 

» At the charming pleafant Seat of © 

ag, near Rome, were a great num- 
er of Wacer-works, which were 

“Mir’d-by all. There were Organs 


Which play’d of themfelves; a vatt 
number of aruficial Birds, which fung ; 


2 Night-Owl, which fometimes fhew- 
ed itfelf and fometimes fhoo0k its Head 
When it appearid, the Birds became fi- 


¥ 


_lent and vanifh’d ; and when. ic difap- 
pear’d, they began again to fing: There 
rows againft a Dragon which was 
_twilted about a Tree, and the Dragon 
| hife’d: Alfo a Figure of 2’ Man whigh 
fourdeda Trumpet, Jd. 59. 


Nass, Tyrant of Sparta, had a 


ftranze Machine reprefenting 2 Wo- 
man richly drefs’d, which mov’d ot it- 
felf. He had, as Polybeus tells us, 
caus’d it <o be made refembling his 
Wife Apega, When he wanted Mony, 
he. fent tor fome of the richeft People 
of Sparta co his Palace, and urg’d fe- 
veral Reafons to engage them to fur- 
nifh him ; if they retus’d him, he faid 
} to them, Probably, ’tis owing to the 
awkard Grace, with which F repre- 
fent the Neceflity I have of your Af- 
fittance, that Icannot get any thing of 
you; but I hope you will nor retufe 
the fame Favour co a fine Lady who 
willentreat 1 of you. Hechen wene 
} to the Figure, which fate in 2 
Chair, calling the Woman, fhearofe, — 
and .he taking her by the Hand, by lic- 
tle and little brought her to thofe 
whom he had fenc for, and manag’d 
fo, that they were embrac’d by the — 
Statue, which being provided on the 
infides of the Breafts, Arms, Elbows 
and Hands, with fharp Iron-points, 
very artfully conceal’d, fhoc them all. 
gut in the ‘AGion of imbracing the 
Men, and pur them co fuch tormente 
| ing Pains, that they. were forc’d ro. 
yield coche Tyrant’s defire. 74, $3. 

The Scatue of Memnon in e- 
very Mormog faluted the break of — 
Day by a found, fays Panfemsas, in 
Atticis, Calliftratus adds, That ic 
founded twice daily at Sun-rifing, in‘s 
joyful tone, and at the Sun- fetcing, in 
adoleful one. King Cam'y/fes being 
in Agypt, commanded that thjs Sta- 
tue {hou’d be cleit thro’ the middle; 
but yer the Artifice cau’d nat be dif-— 
cover’d. Le Loyer, fays, Thac 
he had read in feveral old Commenrg- 
‘ries, that before it was cleft, it falu- 
ted the Sun, by calling it King Sun, 
but afterwards it falucedut only by the 
Name of Sun. | | 
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well taught (hk) >? And how many 


by reafon of their extraordinary Activit 


and Aili of 


‘Body, have had the fame reputation (/), with thofe Beafts 
‘which fhew fo much skill? We have heard 8fa Prince who 
invented the Apparition of a Goddefs, to furnifh him with 


‘a Pretence to a, and of We their Rings 


ck) An was for 2 
‘Conjurer, becaufe on his Mafter’s Or- 


der he fearch’d for a thing, which he 
pretended, was ftole from him, and 
vamongft a Crowd of People found 
fic in the Pocket of him that had 
it. The Matter, or one of his Compa- 
‘nions had ftole it into another Man’s 


Li ie and then by Signs which the | 


ephant was taught to underftand, 
ade him difcover it. World bewitch- 
P.79- 
an Impoftor, who liv’d 
in the time of the Emperor Adyian, 
“made. ufe of 4 Macedonian Serpent, 
“éahily tam’d, which he pretended to 


the God ‘Bfcwlapius, and by that 


“means, fo perfeétly well fucceeded in 


his Defigns, that after his Death, Sa- 


-crifices were offer’d to him. Le Loy- 


Pp. 


tus Livius, Valerius, 


tarch and Appian of Alexandria, tell 
“us, That the General Se torius,not be- 


ble any longer to contain the 
Saga: in their Obedience,made ufe of 
ind,which he pre:ended came from 


and reveal’d all things to 


At a large Town about half a 


League from Caivo, was 2 ftroling 
“Juggler. who hadan Affe which was 
‘wonderfully raught: He made him 
Dance, and then told him, that the 


.Great Sceldan had refolv’d on erecting 
agreat Pile of Building, to which end 


he intended to _imploy all the Affes of 
Cave to fetch Lime, Mortar and 
Stone. At which the Affe fquatted 


“down on his Belly, ftretch’d out his 
‘Lees, and fhut his Eyes as tho’ he was © 
then de- - 


The Mountebank 
jor’d the -Deatl of his Affe, aid 
Pree of the People to give hitn Mony 


to buy him ehottien. After having ga. 
ther’d {ome pieces of Mony, Ah! ‘fays 
he, he is not dead, but only feigns 
to be fo; becaufe he knows that I'am 
not able to keep him. Arife, adds he, 
but the Affe lay ftill, nor could any 
Blows ftir him, which his Mafter fee- 
ing, thus addre(s’d himfelf to the Spe- 
Gators, ** I inform you, Geutlemen, 
thatthe Soldan has caus’d to be pro- 
“€ claim’d by found of Trumpet, that 

“* the People are to come to’ Morrow 
<* without the City of Cairo, to fee the 
“© moft magnificent Sight in the World. 
He will have the fineft Women: 
mounted on Affes. Ar thefe Words 
the Affe rofeup, brisk’d up his Head, 
and prick’d up his Ears, in token of 
joy. ?Tis true, continues the Strole. 
*< ler, that the Captain of my Quar- 


© ver has defir’d me to lend him my 


“* Affe for his Wife, -who is old, dri- 
“* veling, toothlefs and ugly. Ar thas 
the Affe fhrunk in His Ears, and began 
to halt as if he had been maim’d or 
Lame, when faid the Malter to him, 
“< How ! Do you then love beaurifil 
and young Women, The A fle bow - 
ing his Head, feem’d t6 have been in- 
clin’d to have faid Yes. <¢ Well then, 
** the Stroller went on,) here are fe. 
** veral fine Women, fhew me then | 
“* her that pleafes you the beft. When 
the Affe went amonpft the Croud, and 
fingled out from the Women, the 
handfomeft, and the beft drefs’d, and 
her that made the beft Figure amonett 
and touch’d her with his. Head. 
70. Leo Africanus. 

(/) Aman caus'd a Basket 
he was, to be 
Sword, and by his g iliry of 
Body fo all "Thru , that 
he came out unhurt. World 
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and Jewels ().. From all which it. follows, that, ualearnd, 
Simple, weak and ignorant People, thofe who are Slaves 
to Prevention, and thofe who are too Credulous, are very 
often bubbl’d-by others who-are fubtle,-dextrous, fraudu- 
lent; tricking defigning Men, or Hypocrites. _ 
wou’d willingly end this'Chapter here, - if che Word 
Hypocrite did not engage me to fubjoyn a {mall Addition to 
it. I cannot eafily forbear declaring what thinkof Hy- 
crites, and what [ have learn'd from Experience-concern- 
ang them. . Yes, Ifay, laffirm, I proreft, thar Hypocrites 
are more artful in the Invention and fuccefsful execution of 
Cheats, than any orher even the moft intriguing Deceivers 
who make no ufe of Hypocrify. A celebrated Devotee, 
who has addrefs enough to prepoffefs Mens. Minds in fa- 
vour of all that hefays, gets more ground on ‘em ina Day, 
than the ableft of this Trade, who makes no fhew, of De- 
votion, ¢an ina Year. An arrogant Hypocrite who is in 
efteem and hearken'd to, will rurn about at pleafure, thefe 
who efteem and hearken to him, and fubmic themfel¥es to 
his Empire. He imakes ‘em believe what he wilk:.If they 
‘refift, he need only call to his affiftance Revelation$ and Ap- - 
paritions. The weak Women, and the weak Men’ alfo; 
for there are but too many which deferve rhat Name, (in 
comparifon with thofe wicked Wretches in whom they blind- 
ly confide) inconfiderarely {wallow all whateverthefe Se- 
ducers fay to em; becaufe that by the moft ftudyd 
earances of Piety, they fo delude them, that’tis not poffi- 
ble for ‘em to dive into their Hearts, and difcover how 
pteat Villains they are. I have met but with too many in- 
ftances of what I fay, and am fo warim’d with Indignation 
againft thefe Cheats, who make ufe of feeming Virtues, to 
enable ‘em the betrer to commit real Crimes, rhar I fhows 
fwell this Chapter into a whole Book, if I fhou’d ferdown 
here all that occurs to my Mind on this Subject. * But faire 
ly acknowledging, that in the Hiftory which I am-writing, 
‘tis not my Bufinefs to meddle with that of Hypocrites, I 


% 


(m) Dionyfius, the Elder Tyrant of | racufan Women, that they fhould 
to drain Mony out the Sy=.4 bring inta her Temple, _ all theit 
vacufans, made them eve, fays | Jewels and guilt Toys: They obey’d, 
Artitotie, 2. Oeconomicor, that the | and fie took’ them all away, faying, 
Goddefs Ceres had appear’d to him, the Goddefs hadJent shem co him, 
id commanded him to tell the Sy- 


G 4 


% 
2 
» 
| 
i 
i 
‘| 
‘ : 
= 
4 
* 
>. 
TA. 
Ae 
a* 
= he 
™,. 
~ 
= 
. 
2 
4 
j 
aha 
a 
» on 
~ 


‘ J 


z 


der he fearch’d for a thing, which he 
“pretended, was ftole from him, and 
‘amongft a Crowd of People found 
Gc in the Pocket of him that had 
‘ “jt. The Mafter, or one of his Compa- 
mions had ftole it into another Man’s 
‘Pocket, aud then by Signs which the | 


made him difcover it. World bewitch- 
‘Alexander an Impoftor, who liv’d 
in the time of the Emperor Adyian, 
made ufe of a Macedonian Serpent, 
‘Veafily tam’d, which he pretended to 
‘be theGod Afculapins, .1d by that 
“means, perfe&ly well fucceeded in 
his Defigns, that after his Death, Sa- 


‘Titus Livius, Valerius, Maximus,Pis- 
tarch and Appian of Alexandria, tell 


? Ang,able any longer to contain the Por- 


in their Obedience,made ufe of 


ind, which he pre:ended came trom 
Diana, and reveal’d all things to 


At large Town about half a 
» League from Catvo, was a ftroling 


wonderfully taught: He made him 
“Dance, and then told him, that the 
.Great Sceldan had refolv’d on erecting 
agreat Pile of Building, to which end 
he intended to imploy all the Affes of | 
Catre to fetch Lime, Mortar and 
“Stone.. At which the Affe {quatted 


lor’d the of his Affe, aid 


bege’dofthe Pedplc to give Mony 


‘Elephant was taught to underftand, 


‘erifices were offer’d tohim. Le 


“us, That the General Ser torvius,not be- 


“Juggler, who hadan Affe which was 


‘down on his Belly, ftretch’d out his 
. dead. The Mounteébank then de- 


. becaufe admirably well raught (k) ? And how many Mén, 
' by reafon of their extraordinary Activity and Agility of 
‘Body, have had the fame reputation (/), with thofe Beafts 
which fhew fo much skill? We have heard 5fa Prince who 
invented the Apparition of a Goddefs, to furnifh him with 
‘a Pretence to ask, and obtain of the Women their Rings 


(k) An Elephant was taken fora 
‘Conjurer, becaufe on his Mafter’s Or- | 


| 
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to buy him another. After having ga. 
ther’d fome pieces of Mony, Ah! fays 
he, he is not dead, but only feigns 
to be-fo, becaufe he knows that am 
not able to keep him. Arife, adds he, 
but the Affe lay ftill, nor could any 
Blows ftir him; which his Mafter fee- 
ing, thus addrefs’d himfelf to the Spe- 
Gators, I inform you, Geiutlemen, 
“© that the Soldin has caus’d to be pro- 
© claim’d by found of Trumpet, that 
the People are to come to’ Morrow 
without the City of Cairo, to fee the 
moft magnificent Sight in the World, 
“© He will have the fineft Womens 
mounted on Affes. Ar thefe Words 
the Affe rofeup, brisk’d up his Head, . 
and prick’d up his Ears, in token of 
joy. ?Tistrue, continues the Strole 
“< ler, that the Captain of my Quar- 
‘¢ ter has defir’d me to lend him my 
Affe for his Wife, -who is old, drfi- 
“* veling, toothlefs and ugly. Ar that 
the Affe fhrunk in His Ears, and began 
to halt as if he had been maim’d or 
Lame, when faid the Mafter to him, 
“* How ! Do you then love beaurifil 
and young Women? The Affe bow- 
ing his Head, feem’d to have been in- 
clin’d to have faid Yes, ** Well then, 
** (the Stroller went on,) here f{e- 
** veral fine Women, fhew me then © 
“< her that pleafes you the beft. When 
the Affe went amonpft the Croud, and 
fingled out from the Women, the 
handfomeft, and the beft drefs’d, and 
her that made the beft Figure amongit 
’em, and touch’d her with his Head. 
Fo. Leo Africanus. 

Aman caus'd a Basket inwhich 
he was, to be thruft thro’ with’a 
Sword, and by his great agility of 
Body fo avoided all the Thrufts, that 
he came out unhurt. World Be- 


witch’d, 475+ 
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and Jewels (ia. all which it. follows, that, yaléarn’d, 


Simple, weak and ignorant People, thofe who are Slaves 
to Prevention, and thofe who are too Credulous, are very 
often bubbi’d by others who-are fubtle,-dextrous, fraudu- 
lent, tricking defigning Men, or Hypocrites. _ 

I wou'd willingly end this’Chapter here, - if che Word 
Hypocrite did not engage me to fubjoyn a {mall Addition to 


it. I cannot eafily forbear declaring what I think of Hy- 


crites, and. what I have learn’d from Experience-concern- 


ing them. . Yes, Ifay, Lafficm, I proreft, that Hypocrites 


are more artful in the Invention and fuccefsful execution of 
Cheats, than any orher even the moft intriguing Deceivers 
who make no ufe of Hypocrify. A ‘celebrated Devotee, 
who has addrefs enough to prepoffefs Mens. Minds. in fa- 
vour of all rhat he-fays, gets more ground on ’em ina Day, 


than the ableft of this Trade, who makes no fhew, of De-— 


votion, can ina Year. An arrogant Hypocrite who is in 
efteem and hearken’d to, will rurn abour at pleafure, thefe 
who efteem and hearken to him, and fubmic themfelVes to 
his Empire. He makes ‘em believe what he wilh:.If they 
‘refift, he need only call ro his affiftance Revelations and Ap- 
paritions. ‘The weak Women, and the weak Men’ alfo; 
for there are but too many which deferve that Name, (in 
comparifon with thofe wicked Wretches in whofn they blind- 
ly confide) inconfiderarely {wallow all whatever thefe Se+ 
ducers fay to em; becaufe rhat by the moft ftudyd Ap- 
pearances of Piety, they fo delude them, that ‘tis nor poffi- 

le for ‘em to dive into their Hearts, and difcover how 
gteat Villains they are. J have met but with too many In- 
{tances of what I fay, and am fo warm’d with Indignation 
againft thefe Cheats, who make ufe of feeming Virtues, to 
enable ‘em the better ro commit real Crimes, that I fhowd 
fwell this Chapter into a whole Book, if I fhou'’d fer dowa 


here all that occurs to my Mind on this'Subject.”” Bit fairy 
ly acknowledging, thar in the Hiftory which I = tng 


rée- 


‘tis not my Bufinefs to meddle with that of Hypocrites, - 
Dionyfins, the: Elder Tyrant of 
Sicily, to. drain Mony. out of the 4 bring her Temple, all their 
vacufans, made them eve, fays | Jewels and guilt Toys: They obey'’d, 
Artitotie, \. 2. Oeconomicor, that the | and fie took them all away, faying, 
\Goddefs Ceres had appear’d to him, the Goddeis had lent shem to ham, 
aiid commanded him to tell the Sy- 4 
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The HIS TORY of 
7: return to my Scheme, which obliges me to continue Mon, 
fieur Ouffe on the Stage. 


Phe Artifices, Intrigues and Tricks of Ruzine and 


Mornand, to divert themfelves, and take ady 
wantage of Monfieur Oufle’s inclination to believe 
all that was [aid to him concerning Spectres, 
. Phantoms, Ghofts, and in general all forts of 


“THE Reader may, if he pleafes, remember, that I 
have rold him in the Twelfth Chapter, that Mornand 
Witnefs to the Converfarion berwixt Monf. Oufle and 
Noncrede, on the fubject of Spectres, Phantoms and other 
and thar this cunning Footman ar that time, 
Satter dshimfelf that he fheu'd be able to make fome ufe 
of what he had heard; which we fhall prefenrly fee, and 
“tis the ufe of which I promis’d to fpgak, and’ which fhall be 
fabject of this Chapter. | 
impoffible for any Perfon to be more ftrongly 
prepofieisd in favour of all Species of Superftition, than 
Mont. Oxfic, nothing was eafier then co tickle his Vanity on 
Subject. Mornand whofe Character was that of a very 
14 _ Cunning Fellow, perfeQly well acquainted with his Ma- 


fters“Weaknefs,and who had juft then been afreth, inform’d 
how very ready he was to be bubbled with regard to what. 
ever: «we call Ghofts: invented feveral forts of Apparitions 
of them ; fome for Intereft, and others for Divertifement. He 
then began the Farce, with telling his Mafter, thar his 
Chamber was haunted with Spirits, which made a terrible 
qifturbance and havock. He folemnly averr'd alfo, chat 
he had purfu'd one of them, Sword in Hand, to the Garret, 
and that when he was juft ready to run it into its Body, 
it flew out of che Window and turn’d into a-Bird. That. 
another of them had given him twe@yviolent flaps on the — 
5 with a hand fo cold, that for three Hours he thought 
of Techad been lefe there. Having carelefly broken 
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a confiderable piece of China, which his Mafter highly va. 
lu’d, becaufe extraordinary fine, and coft him very dear, he 
made him believe that this Mifchief was done by one of 
thefe malicious Demons,, And one Day having mils’d the 
execution of his Mafter's Orders, by lying too long in Bed, 
he protefted,that he had not flept the whole Night,by reafon 
the Bed-cloaths had been continually torn off him,as faft as he 
pull’d them back to cover him ; fo that this fatigue continuing 
till Day-break, he had not laid his Eyes together before Sun- | 
rife. He having for a long time aim d at another Chamber 
ro gratify a vain Nicety,not at all agreeable ro hisProfeffion, 
call’d in to his affiftance the Srories of thefe pretended 
Ghofts, and eafily gor his Lodging chang’d ; For his weak 
Mafter never doubted the truth of thefe ridiculous and im- 
pertinent Stories. Bur to help on the Cheat, he himfelf 
fancy'd he had heard fome extraordinary noifes. at the ve- 
ry time which his defigning Valet had affirm’d the other to 
have happen’d; and this Varlet befide, had the Impudence 
to tell his Mafter, thar being one Night wakd in furprize, 
by a frightful Dream, in which he fancyd the Houfe on 
Fire, and fome body juft going to cut his Throat; the Fright 
which this put him in, produc’d in him {uch violent Palpi- 
tations of the Heart, that they feemd externally vifible = 
That thefe Pulfarions lafted above half an Hour; chat then 
he faw in his Chamber a great many different and ftrange 
little Figures, by which he was furrounded on all fides; 
§ that he thought of opening the Windows to take the Air; bur 
that they were fcarce open before they went out, feeming — 
to befo many Specters ; that he for fome time kept them i, © 
fight,but at laft they vanifhd. To all this Monfieur|Oufle li- 
ften'd with the urmoft Attention,that he might not loofe one 
Word ofa Story, in which he found fo many things to fup- 
port the Extxavagance of his Imagination. “ Be not the 
 leaft furpriz’d at this, my dear Mornand, faid he to him, 
m thefe Phantoms were nothing but the Productions of 
“ thofe numerous Pulfations of your Heart occafion’d by 
“ the Fright of your Dream. As many times as you re- 
 fpir'd, fo many Souls iffa’d from your Lungs. ” Mornand, 
who found matters perfectly anfwer his Expectation (for he 
forg’d this Story on purpofe, te confirm his Mafter in. his 
Opinion, that a Man produc’d as many wandring and ftrol- 
ling Souls, as his Heart, beat times; which he fhew’d he be- 
hev'd by his Difcourfe) anfwer'd that he did nog doubt 
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- gheé truth of it ; “For, adds he, I now remember, rhat a 
“© often as any Fear or Joy increas‘d thefe Pulfations in mie, 
whilft Thave been fhur up in any clofe place, I*have ak. 
ways feen or heard fomething which I was not usd te 
*feeor hear. I alfo feel fome little Itchings on my Face 
$* and Hands; doubtlefs, ‘tis from thefe Souls of which you 
*: fpeak, thar thefe Noifes and Motions proceed. Bur, Sir, 
* adds he, with an affected Simplicity and Credulity, hav- 
ing been long without opening my Windows, probably | 
fhall fuck in feyeral of thefe Souls which I have produc’d,§ 
“ which makes me think I feel wichin me certain Guakings 
“or Agitations, which I cannot help afcribing to thef 
**‘Souls. Certainly, ‘tis they which thus difturb and affid 
* me. The Queftion rhen at prefent is, How to force em 
*, out? for the Condition in which I am in, renders me very 
“ uneafy ; becaufe I am apprehenfive of fome pernicious 
‘® Confequence which may refult from ir. Pray, Sir, what 
© woud you advife me ro do, to free me from thefe trou, 
blefome Guefts?™ This Queftion very much puzzledi 
Oufie,andI believe more able Men thah he, wou’d nol 
have been lefs purto it, to anfwer it. Bur yet being re 
folv'd not to fall fhort in a Subject which fo well bit his 
*Fafte, he did his beft to come off with reputation. To nda 
_ “fis Manof this Plague, he then thought he cou’d not give 
_ Shim better Advice, than to take a goed large Dofe off 
\q | .*Wine, in order to procure a long and found Sleep; ani 
|S _ 80 ‘leave the Windows open whilft he flepr, affurins 
- that his Refpiration wou’d expel thefe diminutive 
Out of both his Body and his Chamber. The Quett. 
on and the Anfwer, we fee agreed perfectly well, the ont 
“Being as impertinent as the other. The fly Knave’ feem¢ 
“go take the Expedient to be the beft that cou’d be thought 
‘on. And accordingly was very well pleas’d with it, fine 
put it in practice, he gor of his Mafter three Bottles ¢, 
‘the beft in his Cellar, with an éxemprtion from every 
‘thing but drinking and fleeping for the whole Day. Whe J 
“he was falf'n afleep, his deluded Mafter went from time 
time into his Chamber, to fee thefe little Souls iffue out OM 1 
“the gorgd Stomach of his happy Foot-man. He then took 4 
“for thefe Souls, thofe Atoms which appear in the Sun-beam\ ¢, 
“and charitably drove ‘em our at Window with his Hat. d 
profefs fincerely, that ’tis not without great Pain, thal 1 
recice’ fuch” a ridiculous Piece of Extravagance hi 
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ce 


without any Ornament, what I know ; [I think, I oughr 
not to conceal any fuch Circumftance, how ridiculous fo- 


ever it may be, fince alfo it contributes to prove the truth 


of the Character which I have in the beginning of this 
Work given Mr. Oufle, when I reprefented him fo 

don’d to Vifions and Superftition, thar any body  mighr 
make what lmpreffions they pleas‘d on him, provided, they, 


me accommodated themfelves to his foolifh Prejudices. Be- 


fides, this Story may oe of fome ufe ro difpofe thofe 


who perceive rhemfelves ‘inclin’d to Superftition, to abhor — 


it, when they fee by the Example of our unhappy Vifiona- 
ry, to what Follies ir may lead them, when they fuffer it to 
prevail. Some will perhaps imagine, that it is but a Tale 
form’d for Diverfion. Burt to prevent any fuch a Thought, 


I only intreat them toexamine the Conduct of, Superftiri- 


ous Men, and thofe who lightly believe whatever is fur- 
prizing or extraordinary that comes to their Ears, who foo- 
lithly {wallow as fo many inconteftable Truths, I know 


m™ not how many Fables, which they meet with in certaim 


Books, compiled to abufe the Credulity of weak Minds ; 


-and I flatter myfelf that this Story will not appear im- 


Thus Monfieur Oufle came to be fully perfuaded, that 
Mornand did not doubt of the Apparition of Spirits, and 


thar which brought him to the more feady belief of them, 


was, that he affirm’d, that he had been feveral ways tor- 
mented by them. So that this Varlet had nothing to do 


but to work on the Credulity of his Mafter, in order to — 
bubble him, and divert himfelf, which he did nor fail to do, - 


as we fhall prefenrly fee. 


No part of Monfieur Oufle’s long Difcourfe, which I have 
recited, made fo great an impreffion on his Man, as his Ac- 


count of that wonderful Notion, That in Guinec, the Na- 
tives when they loft any thing, never enquird after the _ 


Thieves, becaufe they never accus’d any but the Dead of 
thofe Facts. He then concluded, that his Mafter believing 
that Souls might come hither to commit Robberies, he’ 
fhou’d not meet with any great difficulty to render them 
criminal and refponfible for what he fhoud fteal. ‘The Rea- 
der doubtlefs, will immediately believe, thar he refolv'd 
to rob his Mafter, and thence will not fail to think, thar 


he was a Villain which deferv’d the fevereft Punifhment- 
| which 
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“The HISTORY fF 
yuhich. Juttice beftows on Domeftic Thieves. trug 
his Maiter’s foolifh Opinion drew him-into a Tempra. 
tion of Stealing ; but the Theft which he had projccted did 
got to him appear fo criminal,that he thought himfelf with. 
out a fhift to palliate and render ir lefs odious. Fhis bold Peo. 
then, was thus undertaken, manag’d and executed. 
 §$peaking of Ruzine in the firft Chapter of this Hiftory, ] 
obferv'd, “ That fhe, like her elder Sifter Camilla accom. 
*« modated herfelf to the Humours of her Father and Mo. 
“‘ther ; but‘what the former did out of Simplicity, fhe 
“did out of Defign ; that fhe was fubtle, and always’ pur. 
fu’d her Ends; and thar we may venture to fay, that fhe 
“ ina fort banter’d the whole Family.” So that Ruzine and 
Mornand being very near of the fame Character, that ism 
fay, Sly, Cunning and Tricking ; they alfo agreed perfectly @ 
‘welltogether. intrufted each other with ali their In- 
trigues, thé one atrempred nothing withour confulting the jm 
ether, and they mutually help’d forward each others Defign, 
_Mernand then did not fail to give Ruzine the particulars of 
the great Conference above-mention'd, and of what pafsd 
Berwixt him and Monfieur Oufle, concerning the Souls pro- 
duc'd by the Pulfations of the Heart, nor did he forger 
‘make her thro'ly fenfible of this poor Gentleman’s Opinion, 
Phat the Souls of the Dead came hither to rob the Living. 
‘Whey then refolv’d to turn this whimfical Notion to thei 
Advantage. Ruzine, like moft Children, made no feruple 
of chearing her Father, for her own Intereft, perfuading her- 
-‘¥elf, that what belong’d to one, belong’d alfo to the other; 
and Mornand being aServant of very loofe Morals, whene- 
ver the Queftion turn'd on carrying,on his Intereft at the Ex; 
pence of that of his Mafter, never fcrupled bearing his part 
m the Cheat, becaufe, by Reafons founded on very ill Prin- 
ciples, he readily concluded, that he committed no Robbe- 
ry on the Father, whilft an Accomplice with one of his 
__ Whilft they were then contriving how to reduce thefe 
fuch excellent Maxims into Practice, Monfieur Oufle receiv 
a very confiderable Sum ‘of Mony ; the Papers which have 
_ been handed to’ me concerning this Payment, do fomewhat 
differ amongft themfelves. One makes it Twenty thou- 
fand Crowns ; another will have ic bur Fifty thoufand Li- 
_vres; andathird,’ but Forty. But however it was, all of 
¥hem’ agreed, thar there was in this Payment a_Bag 
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“"Monfieur Ft Es 
Thonfand Lonis:@ors, contain’d in the Drawer of a Scrurore. 
Rizine faw him receive this Sum, and lay that charming 
“Bag in this Drawer, and the reft in’an Iron-Cheft. “Twas 
then againft this Bag thar they levell'd their Barteries ; thar 
they refolv'd to make ‘ufe of Spectres and Phantoms 10 
(teal it with Impunity ; and in order to fucceed in their 
Projecty without fear of ever being in the leaft fulpected * 
of this bold Stroke, they concerted Meafures together to 
manage all fo well as to prove invincibly to Monfieur Owffe,, 
that the Soul of fome Defunct had committed this Rob- 
But before proceeding fo far, they thought it proper to 
skirmifh a little, I woud fay, to begin with the Prologu 
of fome Apparitions that fhou'd convince him that the Spée- 
tres aim’d at, and had fome Defign againft him. To this 
end Ruzine took care to’get a falfe Key made ro his Clofet, 
the Place where he {pent moft of his Time; for he only lay — 
in his Bed-chamber, and frequently pafsd the whole Nighr 
in-his Clofer on a Couch fet there to repofe himfelf on. By: 
the help of this Key, "twas eafy to impofe on him with re- 
gard to the appearances of Ghofts. Of feveral Tricks — 
which they play'd him, and which came to my knowledge, 
I fhall only fingle our fome, in order to come to the princi 
pal one, to which all the reft tended, that is, to the fuccefs 
of the projected Attempt on the Bag with a Thoufand 
One Night when Monfieur Oufle was quietly reading in 
his Clofet,the Boltsof the Door fhut of themfelves, and thar 
witha Noife which fo affrighted him,that’rwas a long rime 
before he dar’d venture to open ‘em. ‘This was a Strata-_ 
gem of Ruzine’s, who getting into his Clofet by her falfe 
Key, whilft her Father was abroad, faften’d a Thread to 
each of thefe Bolts, with which fhe could eafily fhut them 
on the outfide, and then pull away the Threads, that no- 
thing might be left to difcover this Deceit. If we thro‘ly 
examine a great many Tales of Specters and Spirits which | 
are told, we fhall find that they are notin the leaft better 
grounded, than this of the Bolts, which feem’d to fhut of — 
themfelves ; but few People being inclin’d to examine thefe#*,.. 


Stories, and even moft taking pleafure in believing them 3 oS ; 
the {preading of fuch Follies will not quickly be ftop’d. “3 

Monfieur Oufle was extremely difturb'd at this furprizing = 
Adventurc; and alfo fancy’d he faw feveral extraordinaty 


things, which really he did not fee. On 
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On the next Day, when he entred his Clofét, he 
get with fomething which aftrighten’d him yet more thag 
he Bolts: All his Books which treated of Spedcters and 
hantoms, were orderly difposd on the Floor, and every 
“ene of them open to a place which related fome famous Ip. 
Rance of the appearance of Ghofts ; the Bolts then againfhur 
of themfelves, or rather, by the fame Trick which Razin 
had before made ufe of; on which he expected, that the 
Ghofts of all -his dead Relations and Friends fhou’d pour in 
‘upon him, and torment him at their pleafure. But yet no 
of that which he fear'd happen‘d; for Ruzine and Mor. 


guand’s Artifices cou'd not proceed fo far. 
Ar another time, entring his Clofer, he faw the Stools 


~ “walk,-and the Tables move; all which was done by means 


“ef fome Strings which Ruzine and Mornand mov'd on the 
outfide, and pull’d back to ‘em afterwards. ae 

_. They farther contrivd to trace on a very large Sheet of 
Paper, the moft magical and moft whimfical Figures in 
Agrippas Occult Philofophy, the Clavicula Salomonss, and the 
Grimoir or Black-Book, with the prerended Signatures of 


the Devil, placd at the end of the laft, to terrify fimple § 


“People: They then laid thefe Figures fo as to be the firt 
“Object which occurr’d to his fight as {oon as he came in, This 
was a frefh Fright, which terribly perplex'd him. But what 
Jsfarprizing, is, that he was fo far from fearing to ftay in 


his Clofet, thaton the contrary, he was affected with! 


know not what pleafure of being there: “Tis eafy to guels 
the reafon, ‘twas -becaufe it gratify’d his Prejudice. = 
_. Ruzine refolv'd to hazard the execution of a much bolder 


‘Defign, in orderto prevent this. poor Man's accufing any § 


ther than the Souls of the, Dead, of any thing which fhoud 
happen, which was the end and defign of all their-Cheass. 


“She then undertook to affume the fhape of a Ghoft herfelf, § 


and _to-conceal herfelf in that Figure in a corner of his Clo- 
fet, when fhe was fure he wou’d not be there, and {uit her 
Management to ‘his Opinion... Mornand at firft thought this 
Attempt extremely. rafh.; but fhe encourag’d him, by 

Yedging, That the worft which cou’d happép;iawas, her Fa 
thers knowing her in thar difguife; whichafhe fhou'd, fhe 

- ~wou'd aver, that fhe affum’d that fhape for 10 ‘orher reafon, 


“thamthatby difabufing her Father’sCredulity ofi the Subjet 


_ of Apparicions,fhe mi ght prevent his being any longer expo 
fed’ to thofe Terrors which difturb’d his repofe, and which 


he 


“might 
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might be of dangerous confequence tohim, and all his Fa- 
mily. This Confideration prevail d with.Mornand, who 
low d it very reafonable, and very judicious; for which fea=_ 
fon he contribured his utmoft addrefs to forward) its fuc- 
ce(s, which prov'd as ample as they defire; for Mont. 
Oufle was fo terribly affrighten the fight .of this difma® 
Spectre, that he ran away from tas faft ashewas able. The ~ 
Abbot Doudon alfo, who at a Window: fawhis Phantomizd 

Sifter, ftealing under it, to efcape being caught in the Fagt, 
was fo chill’d with fear, that he fell in aSwoon.But ‘tis worth 
oblerving (a thing very uncommon,to fee an Intrigue fo well 
concerted by a young Girl and a Foouman) that thefirltMe- 
tion the pretended Spirit made, before taking any Jumps, 
or cutting any Capers, was, even before. Monfieur Oufles 
Face, to feize a Watch which lay on the Table, to theiend 
that never being able to find it, he fhould thence conclude 
the Spectre to be one of thofe which came from. the other 
World on purpofe to fteal. “I'was certainly impoffible to have 
carry'd on a Defign better,_or take mere proper Meafures to 
‘render it fuecefsful. Accordingly the poor Gentleman, a- 
gaint whom it was levell'd, without the leaft oppofition, 
fell into this Snare, and that’ without ever even in theleaft 
fufpedéting it. But really it was needlefs co practicefo many 
m™ artifices to deceive him ; his ridiculous Prepoffeffion fupply- 
m ed whatever might be wanting in thofe who aim’d at pufh-— 
ing either their Intereft,or Diverfion at his expence. This is 
what all, who like him give way tothe fame Follies, ought 


“ 


to expect,: Whenever defigning Knaves have Art ecnongh'to _ 


play their Parts well, they get what they pleafe of. ‘env; 
they draw them into the Snares which they-lay for them); 
they make them believe even what is: moft mncredible, and 
after having diverted themfelves with their Credulity, fre— 
quently make them the Subject of their Stories, ro earer- 
tain others. ‘This is the common Fate of weak, fimple, ig-. 


norant Men and Fools. Thofe who flatter them, who en- 


courage them in their weaknefs, ,mplicity, .ignorance and 
folly, never fail of doing them juftice abtoad, thar is, tell- 
ing the World what they are. ‘Tis true, Ruzine and Mor- 
nand carefully avoided expofing Monfieur Oufle, -becaufe 


‘twou'd have been to: have reveal'd their own Cheats, whieh = 
might have prov’d of fatal Confequence rothem 
not their Fear on this account reftrain'd ‘em, 


doubtedly done itas well asothers. 
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_ Spirits and Souls which appear’d daily, did a Thoufand 
‘wonderful things, which the Incredulous woud not look on 


great many Sheets of Paper were fcatter'd about,{cribled oe 
- 4with Characters, which he did not underftand, and which 
_thofe who wrote ‘em knew no more of than he ; all his 


‘ken into a thoufand pieces, the Windows, which he half 
Teft fhut, were all open, as were alfo the Drawers of the 
‘Cabinet (for Ruzine had alfo gotten a falfe Key of thar) the 
Bag with a Thoufand Piftois vanifh'd, to make room for 
‘feveral Coals: It went away with Ruzine and Mornani, 
‘not outof the Windows, but at the Door which they open’ 
and fhut at their pleafure, having a Key toir. In whata 
ftonifhing furprize, in what difmal fright, was Monfiew 
-Oufle, when coming into his Clofer, he faw this fatal Dit 
order, and his Louss-d'ors chang’d into Coals! But then 
collecting what had pafs‘d for feveral Days, he did. not in th 
‘feaft doubt, but ‘twas fome thieving departed Soul, whid 


‘The two real Thieves were fecure; for very far from fulpe- 

cting them, he immediately went to Mornand, and told 
‘him his Misfortune; bur in the Narrarion of all chat hap hi 
him, he laid a particular. ftrefs on the authentic 


* 


4 


* Proceed we ar laft to the caraftrophe of thefe Inrrigney 
‘The Day before the grand Defign was to be executed, Ry. 
‘gine'found away to fet in Motion (even before her»Fa. 
‘ther’s Face) the Scritore, in'which was the Bag witha 
‘Fhoufand Piftols, which was the firft Mover of all cheir 
smention’d Stratagems. “Iwas again by the help of ‘final 
‘Strings fdextroufly adjufted, which fhe drew from with. 
‘our the Clofet. Seeing this Scritore move in this manner, 
our Dreamer with Admiration followd it, and feem’d a. 
4maz’d-at thefe Wonders. It appear'd by the Seduliry with 
which he confider'd this Motion, that he was pleasd with 
at; becaufe it ferv'd to confirm him in his Opinion, that the 


vas Fables, if they faw what he then faw. The poor Mangm 
swas very far from thinking,-that his Cabinet took theti™ 
‘walks for no other reafon than in a fhorr time to prepare 
the way for his Bagwith the Thoufand Piftols. io 
Accordingly, the next Day, fometime after he was gor 
abroad, every thing was pur into diforder in his Clofer; 


‘Books were difpets'd in different places; the Chairs curn’ 
‘upfide-down, one upon another ; a Looking«Gla{s was bro. 


had committed this Robbery, and made all rhis Ravage. 


roof which this Advcnture gave him of the Exiftente . 
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Gliotts, and the Mifchiefs which they“@id. Mornand, 
was perfectly well prepar’d for this Relation, acted to'the- 
urmoft of his power, the part of ‘4n-amazd, afflicted 
credulous Man. “ Ah! faid Monfieur Oufle; where is 
Brother now ? how much’ do with chat he was Here, 
“ thac I might give him a‘fenfible and palpable Demonftra- 4 
“ tion of what I havefo manytimes told him; afid He woud) ——- 
“ never believe!” The Footman, who didnot’ think *fit- 

that Noncrede fhou’d be. inform’d ‘ofthe ftéealing “of 
Thoufand Piftols, becaufe he had reafon to fear left-this 

cerning wife Man wou'd not be'inclin’d to charge’this Pact’ 
on the Souls of the Dead, bur at laft difcover which were’ al 
the Souls of the Living that had play’d this Prank ;\.advis'd: j 
his Mafter ‘nor to talk of this Adventure, remonftfating toe 


him, that fay what he wou’d, ‘the other wou'd givénocre-- & 
dit to it, and thar befides, the lofs of fiich a confiderable 


Sum, wou'd render the Family very’ uneafy ; fo that this: 
Affliction in conjunction with Incredulity, wou’d provoke 

him more than ever, to call him a ‘ridiculous Vifionary.~ . “sa 
Monfieur Oufle yielded to this Remonftran¢e ; bit 
der'd, as we fhall- fee, how to find fome Expedients "to , 
fcape the fame Danger for the future, and to arm himfelf 
againft Spectres, Phantoms and Ghofts. |) 


A 


Which informs us what Monfieur Oufle did toes 
liver himfelf from the pretended Spectres, Pham>. 
toms and Ghofts which tormentedhim 5... 


* 


JV Onfieur Oufie, being very fenfible of his Lofs, cou’d not. - 

bear any Raillery on that Head. Nor thar’ ‘he*was 
Covetous, he was never accus’d of it; but on the contrary 
did every thing generoufly, without being eoncern’d at the 
Expence. But in fhort, it being certain, according to his . 
Notions, that the People of the other World had robb'd 
him of a confiderable’Suin of Mony'; and it being very na- 
tural for him to conclude, rhat others of °em might attack . 
his Iron-Cheft He this as wellas 
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andwhis,Reflection, .engag’d him to provide againft being 
caught again bythele thieving Spirits.,§ 
Man had no other Mcafures to have taken 
byeway-of Precaution, but only not to have been fo Credy. 
lous:' Heneeded onlyonce to have confiderd, that the Souls 
which are either happy cr miferable, are wholly uncapable 
of playing anyfueh Tricks: The firft,becaufe they will never 
_ to attemptthem: . The fecond, be- 
cayife they. havemeither the power nor liberty for fuch things, 
Ifthe won'd bur have been fo impartial to have heard and 
weigh'd-the Reafons which might have difabus’d him, he, 
‘woud >have. guefs'd the Authors of the Irick which had 
been -play-djhim ; or at leaft, have afcribd it rather to the. 
Souls of the Living, than thofe of the Dead. But he was 
incapable of being convinc’d by Reafon; for his PrepofleL 
fion} produced. and-maintain’d by his paft and daily Read- 
_ ing, -wichout being ever concern d to diftinguifh Truth from 
Falthood, jhad. render'd him fo Superftitious, that. nothing 
, appeard to him Judicious, good Senfe, or Reafonable, bur 
wharwas favourable to Superftition. This is fo true, that 
tocure the Evilswhich he fear'd from Ghofts,(a Fear. which 
may juftly be termd Superftition) he fought after no Re-. 
medies or Prefervatives, but fuch as were Superftitious. . . 
The Day after the lofs of his Thoufand Piftols, he rofe 
very early to confult his Books, to learn thence what he was 
to do to prevent being tormented by Spectres and Phan- 
toms. He was unlucky in whathe firft read ; for he found 7m . 
| what he did nor fearch for, I woud fay, the Art of mak- . 
ing frightful Spectres appear, by a Man’s Head, by Pucre- 
into Flies, and then into Dragons (4). He 
rejected. this impertinent Experiment, not becaufe_ he 
— thought it fo; but becaufe far from defiring to fee Spectres, 
he was fo tir'd with, and-had fuch averfion to them, tha i 
he defir'd nothing but their flight from his Houfe never ro git 
return. He then fell to reading what was more .proper for 
his Defign. He ar Jaft found what he look’d for ; forthere’s. IM pe 


— 


(a); The Ancients fay, That the { inftantly mortal. If we take one of 

_ hinder parcofthe Head is its firft and | thefe and boil i up with Oy] of Olives, 
part; chat ic forms'Worms’ |: form it into. a Light, whofe: Wiek is’ 
after the, Death of .a } to be part of a Winding-fheet, and) Ar 
| Man, that n féven Days they become | fix it ina Brazen-Lamp, ‘we fhall fee. ve 
bles that-in ‘fourteen, they { horrible’ SpeGres. cAdmrrable. Se- 


hapgexo “Dragons, whofe; biring is  crets Of wAlberins Magn. 1. 
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no fearcity of Superftirious “Practices both for and againit « 
Spectres; and it being-only againft chefe Ghofts that he dé. 
fir'd'to be inftru€ted, he took only what 
He found: theh, thar he needed fear ‘hothing of thar Nature, 
if he wou'd arm himfelf with Dew-Cakes and Honey (6) ; 
or if he laid Purflain on his Bed (c); if he Wore a Dia- 
mond on his Left-arm fo as thatit touch’d his Pleth (2); or 
a Chryfolite Sér in Gold (c); orif he plac’d at the entrance of 
his Chamber a Nail‘Grawn out of a Bier) or fome Gtave'( fF) 
laftly, if he carry’d in his Hand Nettles, and’ anorher Herb: 
Monfieur Oujle’s late Lofs going very near partic 
larly for fear ic mightibe follow’d by others more confidera- 
ble; he rhoughr- that hé cou’d not be roo well provided a-. 
mm eainft any future Danger of that kind; for which reafon he 
{o beftir’d himfelf the whole Day, ‘thar ar Night he was 
m vided with all thefe Defenfive Arms; and confequendy _ 
thought himfelf fecure againft the Arracks of the moft daring 


and impudent Souls of the other World. 

He then boldly lay in his ’Clofet, and rofe very 
tisfy’d in the Morning, becaufe nothing difturb’d hit 
quiet Sleep. This was enough fully to convince him, that . 


all his. Superftitious Practices infallibly produced what-they 
pretended. But yet ‘tis certain, thar if he was not di- 
fturb’d by any Phantom, ‘twas becaufe that neither thofe. of 
the other World, nor thefe of this, had any thoughts of tor- 
s menting him : Thofe of the other World had lomeching elte 
to do, than to J.eap abonr and cut Capers, turn the Purni 


ture Topfy-turvy, flap People’ on the Face, ronl about in 
the Garrets, knock againft the Walls, atid’ at the Doors, — 


(b) Dew-Cakes with Honey were People of Folly, fake che pfecious 
given to thofe whoentred Trophonius’s | Stone Chryfolite, ‘in Gold, and 
Cave, to free them from any Mifchiets | let them wear it aboujxem, Alberts 


from the Phantoms which ap- Magi admir. Secrets, 
pear, Le Loyer, 1965. PF According to | 


Balbinus fays, That where Pur- | the Ancients beliey’d awe 
flain is laid on the Bed, thofe in it will | out of a Sepulcher, and plaed.aa the. 
not be difturb’d by any Vifion that| ‘Thréfliold of the 
Night, The .cAdmirable’ Secve#s of | wou'd drive away Phantoms 


(d) A Diamond faften’d to the Lefe Night. Le Loyer of Spectres. p. 3260.59 
Arm, fo. as to touch the Skin, pre- (2) Herbam urticam tenens in mana’ 
vents allNoéturnal Feats, Cardan. | ‘cum. mille-folio; fecurus oft ab omni. 
de fibtilitate, ‘metu G ab omni Phantafmate Tite. 


(e) To expel Phantomns, aud Magicum, p. 169. 
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move the Chairs, put out. the Candles, and play I know 
“not how many. boyifh Tricks, believ'd by weak Women, 
“who impofe “em on Children, and they growing up, are 
 fure to believe them, and make others believe ‘em alfo. As 
for the. Phantoms and Ghofts of this World, which had f 

often difturb’d him, I fa Ruzine and ‘Mornand, 
~swere the more inclin’d to let him reft, becaufe they aim‘ 

rs at nothing themfelves but quietly enjoying the Bag with the 
 {Thoufand Piftols,, which they divided betwixt with as 
“little fcrupleé, as if 'Juftice had intitl’d them to their Shares, 
“Ruziné's part Was above the half, to which Mornand readi- 

ly confented for the eafe of his Confcience, becaufe fhe was 

‘the Daughter of him that was robb’d ; as tho’ the furplus of 
‘that half had been fuch a Reftitution as render'd him the 
‘Jawful Poffeffor of the remainder. Let us at prefent alter 

Decoration of the Theatre of our Hiftory, becaufe Mon- 

fieur Ouffe is going to reprefent to us different Parts from 

“ghofe which we have feen: I call ‘em different, becaufe 
they relate to other Subjects; tho’ they perhaps agree in 

that Particular, thar he ftill in them will fhew himfelf a Su 


a 


 “perftitions Extravagant. 


Ge co~comical Reflections fent to Mon ifieur Oufle 
by bis Genius, or'the Stratagem made ufe of 

diffuade his believing what he did concerning th| 

* Power which Judicial Aftrologers afcribe to th 


‘ 


+ 


O tell the Reader that MonfieursOuffe_believ’d whiat w4 

 faid by thofe who profefs'd Fudicial Aftrology,\is not 
furprizing or incredible, and that for two Reafons ; the firt 
is, Becaufe he was, as we have feen, one of the Men inthe 
_ World which gave the moft way ‘to Superftition. The fe 
ndis; That we daily fee many People, who tho’ not f 
throly infaruased as he, yer are not any lefsthan he, Was, 
Preyudied in favour of all that. tends to Fudiciah Aftrolopy, 
Which Phou'd term a downright Cheat, if I had not @ 
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Validity. If I fhou’d venture to call it-'a Cheat; withour 


proving the Juftice of {uch a difguftful Name, they would 
doubtlefs feemiangry with me; I fay they wou'd feem fo ; 
for their Learning and good Senfe will be my Seeurity, thar 


their private Thoughts wou'd juftify my ufing thar Expref- 
fion ; befides which, I prefume to add, rhat in their Wri- 


tings they are more follicitous to fhew their great Ability,* 


than to lay down real Truths; ‘tis thus that I think; but 


Monfieur Oufle is not of the fame Opinion.. He gave fo. 


much Credit to Fudicial Aftrologers, that he look’d on their 
Predictions to be either Commands which he irrefiftably 


obey'd, or Prohibitions which reftrain'd him from doing | 


any thing, how ftrong foever the Reafon might be that en- 
gag'd him to do whar they forbid. He gave confiderable 


Sums to have his own Nativity punctually Calculated, as 
alfo thofe of his Wife and all his Children (for in Ho- — 


rofcopes Mony has a much better Influence than the 
Stars, which they plentifully beftow on whom they pleafe.) 
Amongft all the Genirures of his Family, there were two 


which puzzl’d and difturb’d him, and which occafion’d 
what we are coming to: Thefe two Horofcopes were that 
of Camilla, and that of Ruzine: The one affirm’d, rhat the 


firft fhou’d be marry’d to a confiderable Lord ; and the o- 
ther, the fecond Daughter fhou'd, bea Nun. Bur the for- 
mer feem’d to be,and really was, very far from the advante- 
ment which her Stars had ptedicted; and rhe latter made 


no fcruple of declaring that fhe had no Averfion to Marri- 


age, and in fhort, to being Wife and Miftrefs in her turn: 
and her Mother was at leaft as defirous of it as fhe, by rea- 


fon fhe lov’d* her with a Tendernefs far exceeding that 
which fhe had for rhe reft of her Children, and defirdno-. 


thing fo much as to fee her well fertled, that is, marry d to 
a Man that fhe lov'd, and by whom fhe was lov'd, and who 
by his Profeffion and Eftate, might render her as: happy as 
fhe cou’d wifh and hope to be. Thete was Perfon this 


qualify’d in every Parricular, who had long made ‘the moft 
preffing Addreffes, withour being ever able to prevail on 


Monfieur Oxf to hearken to him, and that by-reafon of the 


difagreeable Predictions of her Horofcope: He Arguing as 


+4 


of Refpect for certain Great Men, who have been’ fond’ 
difplaying a great deal of Learning and Pains to prove its _ 


“ty 


thofe ufually do who give way to thefe ridiculous “Infa- ... 


tuations, That if fhe fettled herfelf in contradiction to the 
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their malignant Influences. Madam Oufe, WE a 
-Jadigious Woman, of ar leait much. wifer than her Hut, 
 .pand, believ’d that the,Stars did nor ar all untermeddle with 
our Affairs, or thar. if they wou’d interpofe, they are not 
{o.antelligent, as that we ought to. take their-Advice, and 
execute their Orders; fhe, I fay, one Day, talk’d with Rw 
ine and her Lover on all that had pafsd on this.Account: 

. This’ Lover, whom I fhall call Belor, was..a. Man of a 

perfe& Good-namre, and.yery agrecable Humour, and 
_ had Jong apply’d himfelf ro the Study of. the neceffary and 
_€urious Sciences. In his youngeft Days, I .wou'd fay, a 
out the time he come from School, he ferioufly apply’d 
.bimfelfto the Srady of Fudicial  Afivoloyy, and. had. fre. 
hts quently been cheated by thafe. who make a gainful Trade of 
~~ ia; but afterwards Age ripening his Judgment, and_ being 
better able to. diftinguifh Error from Truth, 
he fo perfectly difcern’d the Falfiry and Folly of rhis Science, 

or. rather of this frandulent ;fuggle, thar he continually en- 

Ko againft the Aftrologers, both in his Difcourfe and J 
Amongft. other Books which he compiled on 
this Subject, was one intitul’d Critico-comical Refleéticns om 
the Power and Effects attributed tothe Planets, Cole ftial-Signs, 
Comets, Eclipses; on. the ridiculous Temerity of Horofcopes, ; 
on the chance. Predjctions of Almanacks ; on the pretended Vir- 
, gues of Talifmans ; 3 and in general, on all the Chimera's and 
Im ertinencies.of Judicial Aftrology. In this Piece he parti- 
apply'd himfelf to. treat thefe Subjects in a manner 

which was cqually forcible, diverting andcomical: For, 
oe id he, this fort of Aftrology does not deferve to be ferioufly 


as handled, ’tis fo Ridiculous, Chimerical and Impertincnt: 
He mention’d this Tract to Madam Ouxfle and her Daugb- 
ter in Conyerfation with them on the Horofcopical Reafon 
which Monfieur Ouflz alledg’d for-not confenting to marty 


— his Daughter Ruzine to buns Aker he had given them he 
particulars.of the Contents of. Refieions, they all Three 


agreed, That perhaps it might to.acccunt if they coud 


caufe the deluded Monfieur O é i. read. them: But vel 


* Madam Ouffe, perfectly acquainted: with her Husband's 
demper, concluded. thar he wou'd never caft an Eye on 
ia > thefe Confiderations, if fome fecret way were nor hit on t0 


emgage him to it and, thar ‘twas neceflary ro make ule of 
aftonifhing, prodigious and, extraordinary, 1 
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‘make him look into this Work ; for, ‘adds fhe, théréGs 
-reafon to hope for what we wifh from this Conduct, 
‘than from the Performance irfelf, bé ir never foexcéllenr. 

- This Advice was approv’d, and they all confiderd How to 
execute it. To which end, they agreed, according to the ~ 
Advice of Ruzine, to take in the affiftance of Mornand; for, 

as we have already feen, fhe was well acquainted with his 
Abilities: He was then cali'd, and eater'd into the, Secret. 
The Project then in fhort, was, That Belor fhou'd.couch, o- 
ver his Reflections, that they fhou'd appear to bé written 
particularly for Monfieur Ouffe, that after caufing them ro 
be rranfcrib’d in a very legible Hand, rhey fhouw'd be made 
up in an extraordinary manner, wich. this Direction To 
Oufle from his Genius ; that on an Evening when 
Monfieur Oufle fhou’d be+in his Clofer, ralking with the 
Abbot Doudon, which frequently happen’d, Mornand thou'd 
at the top of the Chimney throw down fome Afrificial Fite, 
and after it the Pacquet; but the whole tobe done wish 
reat Caution, and the utnioft Dexterity: Thefe Mea- 
thus taken, were fome time after fo fuccefsfally 
executed, that the good Man and his Son were faisly 
caught in the Snare. “Fwou'd be ufelefs* here to’run thto 
the particulars of .che execution of this Stratageém; 
nough to fay, rhat when the Pacquer fell into the Room, . ~~ 
both Father and Son were equally difturb'd, affrighted arid 
aftonifh’d ; after recovering themfelves out of this Trouble 
_ and Fright, they took up this wonderful Pacquer, and*the 
Superfcription charm’d, as it really hit them very welf;’for - 
they were not unacquainted with whatever had been faid of 
Genius’s ; they were not ignorant, I fay, that Authorsaffert,, 
they are Soils feparated from the Body (2); Beings be- ~ 
twixt the Gods and Men (4), Crearures which fill thein- 


* 


finite Space betwixt God and us (c). That every Peron has 
(2) According to Apuleius, the Soul” Weaknefs, and does not come near 
feparated from the Body, is calld a } che Divine Greatnefs. Count Gabalis, 
Gemus. World Bewitch’a, p.23- p. 79571: 
(6) Thofe have done a great Ser- | (c) Philofophers' are puzzled with = 5 


vice to Philofophy, who ‘have eft: - 
Mortal Creatgres betwixe the 
Godsand: Mens -to*which: may de af- 
ctib’d whatever 
furpaiies Human 


this Infinite Space which is-betwixt 
God and Men, and fill iciwitk Ge- 
niugs’s and Daemons. Fontenell’s Hi- 
ftory of Oracles, py 
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in the Houfe of Tanaquil, Tarquin’ 
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afterwards King of the Romans. 
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 Aceording to Paufanias, the Eleans 


Raked Infant, at the Head of their Ar- 
fighting 


-call’d them Confe mes, or Accomplices, 


“es. Loyex of Spettres, p. 201; 


of own. (d).. That Cities, Provinces: aiid Nati- 


- (a) Plutarch fays in the Life of 
~ Mark Antony, That: there was an 
Magician, which inform’d 


sAnthowy when Triuimvir,, that his . 
Sas ; 4 all the Children born on the Days of: 


Genius was vanquilh’d by that of 


yes Cafar, and that Anthony intimi- | 


dated by this Warning, reur’d into 
egypt to Cleopatra. Le Loyer of Spe- 


Gemuss; as alfo have Rivers ard 
“Springs: the Gensus and God of Fairs; 
Houfes) fays Arnobsdis, 1. Ad- 
gent. was call’'d Lateranus. The 


_ conferring Gods ;-according to Arnos | 


bias, 1.5. Adverf. geutes. were loofe 
Iibidindts ; “and committed unt 
Women like Fncubufes. 

‘The Romans held, that one of them 


 Wife,impregnared her Slave Ocrifia, 
begoton her Servius Tullius, who 


Le Loyer of Spettres, p. 75. 
< faw their Gensws. in the fhape of a 


againit the UArcadians 
their*Enemies; and immediately after 
the Victory it turn’d into a Serpent, 
whichwas feento {lide into a Cave, 
~ where inmemory of this fignal Bene- 
the Fleans Temple. 
tp jt, and rank’d it amongft the num- 
| ber of the Gods which-they worlhip’d, 
Learned I. credulsty, 
({) The Gesiw’s were thought ro 
Gods, in.avhofe. Turelage every 
Man temain’d from the Moment of his 
B.rth: This is Cenfovinus's Definition 
“of De die Natali; 


-becaufes {ays Arnobius,-1, 3. Adver/. 
_fentes, they were Dorn and die wih | 


% 


be) Cities and Provinces have their 


oto him, without giying hirg verbal 


ae 


made 


(g) *Tis-an Obfervation of fome ve- 
| ry Superftitious Petfons, mentiou'd by 


the Jefuit Thyraws in his Book DeAp- 
parstionsbus Spsrit, c, 14. p. 346. That 


the Quatuor'Tempora, generally bring / 
-with them their Catls.and Membranes, 


| and may more eafily than orhers come. 


to the knowledge andfamiliarity with 
their Genius?s which ate deftin’d for 
ther Condu&; of _which Privileges 
thofe alfo may boaft, according to 
Ptolemy, Quadrtp. \. 4. C. 13. textis 
18. who have the Moon for the Mi- 
dtrefs of their AGions in conjunétion 
with Sagitcary or, Pifces inthe Scheme 
of their Nativity, Nawde’s Apology, 
Apulesus wou'd have the 
nus of Socrates to be a God; Leétan- 
teus and Tertullian, that it was a De- 
vil; Plato fays,.’twas invifible ; and 
Apuleiws, that it might*be vifible: 
| Plutarch, that it was a Sneezing ¢ither 
on the left or right fide of the Nofe, 
according to which Socrates prefag’d a 
happy. or, unhappy Event.of the Un- 
dertaking: Maxsmus Tyrsus {ays, twas 
Only aremorfe of Confcience, which 
check d the impet:tous Violence of 
Nature;, and which. was neither 
heard, yor feen, buc by it Socrates 
was reftrain’d and prevented from do- 
ing any ill: Pomponateus fays, "Twas 
aScar which was predomitant at his 
Nativity : And laftly, Montagne is of 
Opinion, That it was a certain Im- 
pulfe on the Will, which offer’d icfelf 


Advice: As for me, I think shey may: 


| as truly fay, Thac this Demon of Sp- 


crates, which was to him, sm rebes. 

incertts profpettator, dulsis 
tor, persculofis vsatory; was nothing 
but the guod Rule. ot his Life, che 
wife Condu& of his Actions, the Bx- 


perience he had of Things, end the. 


he 


one 
ons, have.alfo their, particular Ones (e); that they” 
| * have been believ'd to be Gods (f); That to know Ones 
Genius, one be born at a parcicular time (7). ITocon- | 
clude..t hey were perfectly well acquainted with what had 
ES been faid of that of Socrates (b), of which Antiquiry has 
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revive in our Days. They then open’d the Pacquer, bur 
with a fort of Refpect, by reafon of the extraordinary 
/ manner of its conveyance to chem, and on account of the 
pretended Genius which fent it; they atrentivély read its 
Contents : I fhall fpeak of .the Effects of this Reading, af- 


ter I have recited the Paper | it felf, which follows. 


sefult of all his Virtue’, which | which giuided and order’d eve- 
in him this Prudence, which perhaps | ry thing; andia a word, the Art of 
might juftly be call’d the luftre “and | Life, as Medicine is the Art of Health, _ 


Critirco-Comicar REFLECTIONS 


On the Power and E ‘felts afcrib’d to the Planets, 
Celeft ial-Si MS, and Eclipfes; on the 
Horofcopes ; on the chance Prediiti- 
ons of ; on the Virtues of pretended’ 
T. and in general, on all the Chimara’s 


and Impertinences of Jud icial Aftrology. . 
UFL E, I am thy Genius, thy Guidance ‘is entrufted 4 
to me, ath to Accountlfor it, ‘Wherefore, Lamo} 9 
lig’d to draw thee out of thofe Errors "into which thow 
art precipitated, and into which thou finkeft deeper and —— 
deeper by thy Credulity, and the Eafinefs with which thou a 
giveft way to the Snares laid for thee. Amongft thofe Er- 
rors, have particularly chofen one this Day, that is, Ju- 
dicial Aftrology, which thou takeft for the Rule of all thy 
Steps, and of thofe of the Perfons which compofe thy Fa- 
mily. The Genius’s of the Judicial Aftrologers daily laugh ar 
me, whilft they fee thee hs offefs'd by fo many Impertinens 
m ces, ‘and ferioufly believing fo many ridiculous Follies, which 
thofe who are thy Conducters, make thee {wallow at plea- 
fure, In fhort,thefe Infaruations refleé back on me,and make~ 
ine alfo pafs for a Fool; and I am not, Pll affure you, ~~ 
at all fond of thar Character : The Infults of this Nature are .. 


intpportable to fince they make room fora 
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wholly ‘neglect the diftharge of the Imploy comm 
=  . gedto me, with regard to thee: Thou haft been fimph 
= enough to value this ‘pretended Science, and I proceed tp 
thee, that thou oughift only to defpife the Inftrud 
ons which it gives thee, and the Promifes which it makes 
_ “thee. Don’t then in the leaft expect, that like thee, 1m 
hou'd it feriotifly, and as a very important Subjed, 
_ 4x does not deferve it; all that ic fays is f{o Chimerical and 
_ ¥maginary, that the moft thar can be allow'd it, is to di. 
 - ‘wert One’s felf with it: No more is necefflary than to make 
it fpeak itfelf (which I fhall frequently do in this Paper) t 
prove that what it fays, is really proper Matter of Laughter 
Farther, f affure thee on the Word of a Genius, that | wil 
mot make any Reflection which fhall not be founded on 
the Rules, Principles, Maxtms and Narrations which ar 
4n Authors that are known to thee, fo that rhou fhalt con. 
> tinue in a province to which thou art no ftranger. As fal 
as thou readeft this, rhou wilt remember ro have read in 
 -feveral Places, what offers itfelf ro thy Eyes ; for thou dof 
want Memory ; of which thou haft already given 
_.eonteftible Proofs; ‘twere to be wifh’d that thou hadft « 
_ gmuch Judgment; I {peak very freely, as thou feeft, ani 


«thus tis that a Mafter fhou'd treat his Schollar; thou wou'dh 
=  doubriefs be'much wifer, if like me, others had told thee 
‘Fruths, without fparing thy tender Ears, and flattering thy 
«Prejudices. Bear then, without complaining, my 
frances. 1 fuffer much more on thy account daily, fron 

koow nor how*many pitiful Genius’s aifign’d for rhe cor. 

of Hosofcope Makers, which continually: railly m: 

| pon what thou thinkeft, on whar thou fayft, and on wha 
‘thou deft. Im forc'd to fee the Joy which they have whe 

. they learn from others, or know of themfelves, that thot 

: -ganivft into the Snare of the Aftrologers; they offer fud 
§pfults co, my Face as are infupportable, and in fhort am 
fo weary of this Trade, that Iam refolv'd to take a Court 
= ta remedy it. To this End, I procecd to fhew thec,.tht 
aa folly of thy Credulity, by. making thee fee how ridiculott 
thofe Notions are which’pafs in thy, Mind for true.and ret 
~fgnable ; make thou then a profitable ufe of this, if mor sho 
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fort of Coeleftial Girdle, or if you will, a kind of Band, 


My 


TH ERE are, in the Heavens Seven Planers, and in a 


part: of them which is call’d the Zodiac, (which is $ 


a 
cording ro its Situation with regard tothe rwo Poles o 
the World; ) Twelve Signs: Thefe Planets, and thefe 
Signs are plac’d there exprefly for us, fay the Judicial A- 
ftrologers, they haye their important Imployments on our 
Score, they are continually attentive to fend us Influences 
ro torment, orto pleafe us. We have nor a Member which 
thefe Coeleftial Bodies don’t Govern as they pleafe, as tho’ 
Strings were faften’d.to each part of our Body, which the 
Stars pull’d or let loofe as their Fancy led them, according 
to the Motion or reft which they pleafe to giveus, The - 


™ Sun governs the Head, the Moon the Right Arm, Venusthe — 


Left Arm, Fupiter the Srcomach, Mars the Tefticles, Mer- 
cury the Right Foot, and Saturn the Left: As for the Signs, 
the Ram governs the. Head, the Bull the Neck, the Twins 
the Arms and Shoulders, the Crab the Breaft and Hearr, 
the Lion the Orifice of the Stomach, the Virgen the Belly, 
the Balance the Reins and the Buttocks, the Scorpion the 
Privy-parts, the Archer the Thighs, the Goat the Knees, the 
Waterman the Legs, and the Fi/bes the Feet. But there is. 


 fome {mall difference amongft thefe Gentlemen, who don’t 


always and in every thing agree ; each of them will have | 
his Opinion ; and fome Aftrologers make the Ram to pre-. — 
fide o'er the Head, the Bull o'er the Neck and Throat, the 

Twins oer the Shoulders, Arms and Hands, the Crab over 
the Breaftand Lungs, the Lion oer the Diaphragma, Sto- 
‘mach and Belly ; the Virgin o’er the Heart and Hypocondria, 
the Balance o’er the Vertcbre and Reins, the Archer oer the 
Thighs, the Goat o'er the Knees, the Waterman o'er thein- 
fide ofthe Knees, andthe Fi/hes o'er the Feet. 
yet be imagin’d, that Aftrologers affign thefe Imployments 
to the Ceeleftial Bodies, without alledging fome forr of Rea- 
fons to fupport what they fay: Let us then plainly recite 
fome of their Arguments, and after thar, we will Argue in 
our Turn. The Aftrologers have affign'd to each Planer a 
Power over each Part of the Body ; they found this Em. | 


Ppireon a certain Sympathy, which they pretend they have - 


withthe Stars. They affirm, that the Heart has its relation 
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~ Fo: the Sun; the rather, becaufe it is the Source ok vit 
‘Hear, this Planet alfo vivifying, fpreads irs Rays thro’ 
Parts of the World.” They will have the Moon. to prefide 
perthe Byain, andthat by a hidden Virtue the fubjettsit 
to believe or disbelieve. The Liver, which is the $5 
the Blood is produc’d, regards F as its 

gninant Star, his lively Colour ftufficiently 
his Empire ové Buine Conftirutions. The Reins are 


‘met: asthe Spleen, which is the Receptacle of the Melan. 

* choly Humour,, is fubject to the Impreffions of Mars, who 

is Aicleric and angry; In fhort, they fay, That the Lungs 
 auhich continually Bcc and refpire the Air, of which the 
4 Woice is form’d, have their tendency to Mercury, a Windy 
Planet, who feems to be the Meffenger of Heaven, by go- 


and_ coming, as tho’ he was imploy’d in carrying his 


Mafter’s Orders... Can any body reafon more wretchedly 4 
And is it not a furpizing thing, nay, rather prodigious, 
_that there fhou’d be People found which. fuffer themfelves 
to be feducd by fuch Dreams ? All that I have recited is 


= purely Phyfical, and: this fine Invention wou d be imperfect, 


Hf no Morality were mix'd with it; burchar is provided for, 
of which behold a Pattern ; the Ram makes Men Lafcivious 
and Glutronous,. the Bul/ Rath and Seditious, the Twins Cue 

rious and Covetous; the Crab Inconftanr, the Lien Choleric, 


Virgin, Chaftes the ‘Balance Juft, the Scorpion Jocofe and 
"reachetous, the: Archer Proud, the Goat: Valiant, the W- 


terman. Moderate, and the Fifhes Faithlefs. If a Comet re- 


- femble a Flute, Muficians have a care of yourfelves, the 


Aftrologers will advertife you, that ‘tis you it aims: at ; 


if ‘tis in the Privy-parrs of a Sign, Wantons you are 
if its fituation be fuch, as with the Stars} to forta 

‘Triangle or a Square, ‘tis to the Scienées and the Mind'that 
ae it addreffes itsfelf. What Showers of Poyfon does it {catrer, 
when plac’din the Dragon's Head North or South ! Have 4 


-eall’d the Bull, becaufe an Aftrologer will tell .you 


a. “oracular Tone, that this Animal being one of thofe which 


_ chew the Cudd, he will draw the Purge: from rhe bortom 
of your Stomach upwards, make you Vomit, and bring up 


des ful 


under the Government of Venus, which is a Fruirful Pla. 


care how you take Phyfic, when the Moon is in the Siga . 


every dropof ir. If you gather Succory in the Hourof Mars, 
be much better to cure Inflammations of the: Liver, 
than if twas gather'd at another time ; and behold the won 
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OE tog 
derful Reafon for it; “Tis certain that Faupiter inflamesthe 
Liver ; ‘tis alfo certain that Mars is an irreconcileableHine= 

my to Jupiter; and. thus ‘us conlufive tharmakingufeofa 
piece of Succory which Mars protects, Fupiter cannothims + 
der its anfwering the expected end. What are you doing; 
my Friend, do you build your Houfe in the fourth Degree 
of Scorpio! this coeleftial Scorpion will produce.an infinice | 
number of rereftrial ones which will render your Houfe uns 
inhabited as long as it fhall ftand.; But: why, Mr Aftrolo- 
ger, does not that Sign at all affect the other Piles of 
Building rais'd atthe fame time? fay, Tell me why# 
and for what Reafon ? Is it purely becaufe it has no mind 
to it? Are you born under Capricorn, whilft thar Sign had 
the Crown of the Eaft? A good Omen! fpend extravas 
gantly, fear nothing, youll never groan under Poverty: 
Capricorn will make ufe of that Crown to put one on-your 
Head, you fhall be King : Tf fo; how many Kingdomsare 
we to have, if. many Children’ happen terbe born under 
thar Sign ? For’ I believe the Aftrologer will ‘nor venture so 
declare, that there are only fome parricularones which 'this 
Sign will be pleasd to graufy with this. charming Influence. 
Are you fuch a Lover of Mufic, that. you with all your. 
Children ro excel in it ? Fudicial Affrology wiil furnith: you 
with the Means; manage fo, thar your\Children fhall bé 
born under the Conftellation of Orpheus’s Harp, and their 
Bodies will refound like a Lute or a Harpficord. - You 
will prove an excellent Hunrer, if you are born under-Gri 
on ;.and as good a Fifherman if prefided. over 
your Birth. You ftutrer and are dumb, I thence inferithe; — 
time when vouwere born; you came intothe World, when — 
Saturn and Mercury were in oppofition in.a brutal Sign. 

I fhou’d never have done, if I fhou‘d fuffer mylelf ro-be 
prevail’d with by all. chat my Memory fuggefts with tegard 
to their Predictions and,Pretences, fo far as to particularize.—_—- 
them; What I have already faid, is fufficientro derermine ~~’ 
concerning the reft; for what I omit is not more reafona- s 
ble. What a fpacious Field fhou’d I have for Diverfion, if I 
fhou'd by piece-meal examine what I have faid'! ‘Take thar 
on thyfelf, honeft Oufle, my dear Difciple, I leave it as Im- Ts 
ployment for thy.Hours of Recreation. Endeavour*to 
conceive how much, for inftance,. the influence’ of rhe Ba- 
lance can fix on the Buttocks of one Child, in order to go- 
yern them regularly, and then on the Vereebre and Reinsof | 
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gree'together to mafter the Feet, the one the Right and the 
‘ether the Left,in manner, as horto mftiake, and_ hot 

‘take it amifs that the Fi/bes fhou'd incefferé with them’ in 
ghefame Function ? Why rhe Crab render Men incon: 
 ‘ftanc; thar Fith, I fay, whofe Motions are fo heavy and 
 fluggith ? Do burrun thro’ the reft ‘thefe Follies in rhe 
fame manner, even at your moft leifure Hotirs : This, is 
what’ Ihave to fay in general on this Subje&; and what 
tay very much contribure to give even thee a Diverfion, 
AL ’Tis-cerrdin; that the Figures allotted to the Cale: 
ftial Signs, are'nor’any where, to be-found, bur in the 
Minds of rhofe: who rin into thefImaginations. "Tis, ‘for 
inftance, owing to a pure Caprice, to reprefent a certain 
Siga, by the Figure of a Woman ; for it certainly no more 
refembles Human Shape, than another. But on fuppofiti- 
on that it rended fomewhar towards a Human Figure : ate 
we fo fharp-fighted; even with the affiftance of the very beft 
Telefcopes, todifcern: that this Sign refembles a Woman, 
and not a Man And if our diftinguifhing Faculty wou'd 
reach fo far, cou’d we difcover, that ‘twas the Figure of a 
Virgin, rather than thatof a marry’d Woman? And farther, 
tho’ ’rwere poffible for us to make all thefe fubrle Diftindti- 
ons, and clearly difcover that a certain number of Stars are 
fo firuate, that they form the Figure of a Virgin; wou'd it 
thence follow, that they communicared to a Body, perhaps 


‘ae at the diftance of Thirty Millions of Leagues, an Influence 


prejudicial to the Multiplication of Mankind ? You doubt- 
lefs know that ‘tis the Sign Virgo, which I mean, Tis in 
this manner that you ought to reafon ; for ‘tis for you that 
thefe Arguments are defign’d; ‘tis to excite you ro form the 
like. ‘ For my patt, I have no want of them, for we Geni- 
~ uffesconceive things asthey really are, by reafon that being 


difengag’d’ from matter, we enter'inro a more ftrict exami- 


nation of things, and alfo perfectly know whar they, age, 
and what they may be. wou'dit believe me on my 
Word, I fhou’d not urge fo many Reafons to thee; but 
barely tell thee that Judicial Aftrology is a Science purely 
‘Ghimetical. Buttogoon, 
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TIL. How.then ! Becaufe a Comet feems to anfwer 
cerrain Stars, which it has pleas’d the Ancients to-call the 
Sign of the Virgin, in compliance with the Poerical Fig 
ons, which tell us that Juftice, or Ajirea Virgo, difgufted ag 
a World fo very much corrupted as ours, was pleas'‘d toga 
Mo Heaven : How comes it to pafs rhar thence Women muft 
be barren ! Or. not meet with any Husbands! Can we ever. 
expect any real Truth from Predictions founded on fuch — 
Chimera’s? ‘There isa Conftellarion which it has pleas‘d 
feveral Perfons ro call the Ballance, and which. is juf 

Mike a Ballance as a Windmill: The Ballance is an Emblem 
of Juftice, therefore thofe who are born under this.Com 
ftellation fhall be Juft and Honeft. There are three other 
MSigns inthe Zodiac, one of which is call'd a Ram, the 
ther a Bull, the third a Goat, and which might as well be 
call’d an Elephant, Crocedile and, Rhinoceros; the Rams, the Bult; 
and Goat are Animals which chew the Cudd, therefore 
thofe who rake Phyfick. whilft the Moon is in thefe. Cony 
ftellations are in danger of Spewing it up again... Would ir 
not be more reafonable to conclude that the Ram, the Bull, 
and the Goat are nothing but pure Imaginations, and thar 
therefore, the vomiting of the Potion is only imaginary > - 


IV. Ler us fee how. ’tis poffible for the Planets-to’render 
Men Courageous, Unchaft, Proud, or Wife and Prident= 
How they can render the defigns of Men, Happy, ar 
Unhappy; how, they oblige a. Girl. to. refolve._ to, fhur 
her felf up in a. Convent; onc Man to make himfelf 2 


{ures they take to make fuch great ftirs in the World as we 
fee. The Planets cannot excite all the Paffions which divere 
fify Events, at leaft-unlefs they beftow Knowledge om alt the 
Corpufcules which they difperfe in the Air... To make-thee 
the better comprehend this, I felect of Antiquity, the. 
Tran War, which has formerly been, and is:daily fo mueh, 


of ; this Event is confiderable enough for the .Coele- 
Mattial Bodies ro have been engag’d in ir, fince, according to, 
Y MeAftrologers, they every day employ themfelves about an ine 
 Bfinice number of Trifles which don’t deferve-fo. much as 
y mentioning. Suppofe then that a Planet form’d all rhe Pala 
which produc’d the Trojan War,.it mutt: alfo be fup- 
thar fome of thefe Atoms, or Corpufcules were. firff. 


Magiftrare, and, another to go to Sea ;. in¢hort whar >. 
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_ ftome is proper to Mars as well as the Amethyft; the Topat 


< 


charg’d with a Commiffion to render Paris enamour'd with 
Fielena,and her in love with him; that orher Atoms for thei] 
rt took care to incenfe the poor Cuckold Menelaus again 
Paris, and all thofe that belong’d to him, and to pertwade 
‘him, tho’ ’twas no fuch thing, that his dear Spoufe had béey 
~ extreme uneafy ever fince her abfence from him,and thar fhe 
entertain’d the moft inexorable revengeful thoughts again 
her ravifher; for without this per{wation, ’tis probable thar 
he wou d not have yielded to put all Greeceinto fuch a Com 
buition to get a fight of her again. Nor is this all, there 
were feveral other Commiions to be difcharg’d,and cone. 
quently many more Corpufcules were requifite ; fome muf 
have reprefented to Agamemnon, that he ought not to bear 
this Stain on hisFamily; fome to flaner him with the hopes 
of the general Command of all the Forces; there mut 
have been aninnumerable parcel to go thro’ all the Cities 
Towns and Villages of Greece, and there oblige all whd 
‘were able, totake up Arms; fome mutt be wanting for the 
Court of Priam, to make him refolve not to furrender He. 
tena, how great foever fhou'd be the Efforts of thofe who de. 
manded her. I will not go any farther with this enumere 
-tion for fear of :affrighting thee ; for thou might {ft be aprn 
think that the Stars being oblig’d to fuch a vaft Expence 
-ef Corpufcules which they draw out of their own Sub- 
- ftance, might at laft exhauft and deftroy themfelves, and 
confequently difappear, and the like happen to the. Sun 
-and’Moon and alk the other Planets, which wou'd put us in 
reat Confufion. Are you not ready to laugh at the thought 
of all this Corpufcular Management? Believe me, don' 
teftrain thy Laughter if inclin’d to it ; for the Subject well 


deferves it. 


_V. Some Ancients have faid (for what have they no 
faid ?) that thofe beautiful Stones which we may call preci- 
ous, are the coagulated Tears, which fall from the Stats 
which are the Eyes of the Heavens; for which reafon Aftro- 
Jogers affure us that each Planet has its Favorite Stone. At 
cordingly is it not Natural to be tenderly fond of our Eyes! 
The #Etites or Eagle-ftone, fay they, and the Jacinth aft 
of a Solar Nature; the Emerald is Lunary ; the Load: 


and the Porphyry agree with Mercury; the Beryl! belongs 
tO F upiter 5 the Cornelian tO Venus, the. Chalcedony 
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the Jafper to Saturn. And thus atthe fame time thatthe Sun 
orders {ome Of its Rays to ferrle on the Head of a Man, he 
darts others to form the Jacinth ; whulft Mercury, Venus, and 
the other Planets ate each of them particularly bufy'd abour 
other Stones. What a variety of Labours is here cut out | 
for thefe Ceeleftial Bodies! To drudge to make or ruin the - 

Fortunes of Men ; furnifh them with Defigns, and rhe man- 
ner of executing ’em 3; render them Virtuous or Wicked ; 
reftore their Health, or load them with Difeafes; watch 
the very Moment in which Trees are planted, in order to 
make them eithef Fruitful or Barren ; continually to rug 
around Stories atid Merals to provide them with Virtues 
and Properties. To {peak freely, here is a great deal of 
Work for Bodies feparared by immenfe Spaces from the 
Subjects of their Labour! How does a high Wind or a thick 
Cloud divert and retard in their -way the Influences which 
they fend ? I wifh Aftrologers cou’d tell us what they do 
to clear their paflage, maugre thefe Obftacles which may, 


- VJ. According to Philo, the Stars ate animareéd and move 
themfelves in a Citcle by their own Intelligence. . Maimo- 
nides fays, That all the Stars and Ceoeleftial Orbs are one 
Soul, that they “have Knowledge, Underftanding, and a 
durable Life, knowing him by whofe Word the Univerte 
was made; thar each of thefe Crearutes according toits Bx- | 
cellence and Dignity, praifes ‘and glorifies irs Maker,  fol- 
lowing the Examples of the Angels; and that knowing 
G OD, they alfocomprehend what they are themfelves, as 
do the Angels, who ate above them ; bur that their Know- | 
ledge is inferior to that of the Angels; arid above that of 
Men ; in fhort, he aftribes to then Sight and Reafon. To 
allow . Senfe, Sight and Reafon to the Stars; ro pretend 
thar they are ‘capable of committing of Crimes, and pra- | 
ctifing of Virtues, feems a ridiculous Opinion, and cer- 
tainly it deferves thar Natfic; Bur I don’t believe that Judi- 
cial Aftrologers dare own its being fo, fin¢e they muft them- 
felves neceffarily believe the Star's to be reafonable Beings, 
in order to afcribe to them fo many Operations, of which 
they cou’d nor difcharge themfelves without having fome 
fhare of Reafon ; the exactnefs with which they by their 
Influences ftick rarher by one Stone than another, one Mem- 
ber rather than another, one particular Tree preferable a 
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all others 5 this Difcernment requifite to make the Choice 


this Regularity of Influencing in due ume and place, » 
caufe the rmance of certain Actions, to avert certain 
Dangers, to prod 
more, favour very much of Reafon. 


“VII. Amon git feveral Difcoveries which Pythagera 
made, Antiquity particularly admir‘d that of the Coeleftial 


Mufick, which he only heard ; they refer us to him for the 
: er ofit. He faid, Thar by the diftance betwixt the 
he difcoverd the Tones of Mufick; thar berwim 
Heaven and the Moon, there is one Fone; a half Tone 
from the Moen to Mercury ; a half Tone from Mercwy w 
Venus = from Venus to the Sun, the diftance is once anda 
halfasmuch as from Venus to Mercury ; from the Sun to the 
Circle of Mars, one Tone; from Mars to Fupiter,; halfa 
- Tone ; from Fupiter to Saturn, halfa Tone; and from Se 
urn to the Zodiac, once and a half as much as from Fupiter 
to Saturn ; and thus by the Conjunction of this Harmony 
arife the Seven Tones of Mufick: After this ought wew 
be furprizd, if there are Influences in the Stars to produce 
Moficians, fince all the Heavens rogéther Compofe but one 
Piece of Myfick ? Perhaps, if we had Eyes ftrong enough, 
and were perfectly acquainted with the true Srare of the 
Heavens, we fhou’d obferve in them, what they fend hither, 
I woud fay, Wars, Famine, Joy, Grief, Vices and Vir. 
<-wGes. Thou wilt perhaps fay, I am very merry on this Sub- 
~- geet: I freely own tharI am not of thy Humour, to entrer- 


-* ‘tain aferious Notion of the Aftrological Myfteries of which 


d have been fpeaking. Confider well whar has been {faid, 
' and thou wilt find rhar the Confequences which | draw 
are not fo ridiculous as thou thinkeft them. 


Whar ridiculous Norions have been allow'd con- 
cerning Eclipfes' The Athenians, fays Plutarch in the Life 
of Pericles, anciently burnt all thofe alive which faid that 
an Eclipfe was occafion’d by the Interpofition of the fhade 


of the Body of the Earth, or the Body of the Moon. Ac- 


cording ro the fame Author, in the Life of Nicizas, in the | 


TVth Gentury after the Building of Rome, none durft ven- 
ure (bur to their beft Friends, and thar with great caw- 
tion),to explainthe Caufe of Eclipfes of the Moon, which 
Anaxegera Taught not long after. “Iwas a very 
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Notion amonegft the Pagans, That Ediipfes of the Moon: 
proceeded from -the Power of certain Magical Words, by 
which the Moon was torn from Heaven; and drawn to 
the Earth, to force her to caft her Scum on the Herbs, 
which thence became more proper for Charms and En- 
chantments. Lacan fays, 4 6. 
Et patitur cantu santos depreffa labores, 
Donec fuppofttes prepior defpumet in herbas: 
Agiconice the Daughter of dgetor, a Woman learned in: 
Ajirelegy, made the People believe, that fhe pull’d down the. 
Moon from Heaven by Charms and Enchantments. 
in his Treatife of the Ceffatson of Oracles N°. 10. A. 
certain Poer fays, Thar the Necromantic Brechmens draw) 
cown the Moon and make it falb on the Earth in the fhape 
of a voung Steer. 
This falls im wach chy Tafte ; for I know that thou be- 
lieveft all tharis faid of Sorcerers and Magicians. To -rid- 
the Moon then out of her Pain, and ro elude the Power of 
the Charm, ‘tis faid.ro be requifire ro prevent her hearing 
zny Words; which end is gain’d by making a horrible 
Noife. The Perfians alfo practis’d this ridiculous Ceremony; 
puriuant to rhe Relation of Pietro dela vallz:-"Tis alfo us‘d, 
according to Tavernier, in the Kingdom of Toncsin, where 
the Natives fancy the Moon fights with a Dees: wit 
ays, Eclog. 3. 
Carmina vel poffunt deducere lunzm. 
And Horace {peaking 3. Od. 5. famous Witch at 
| fays, That by her EAchanrments fhe caus d the 
Heaven, Moon and Stars to defcend. 
Que Sydera incantata voce Toeffala 
Lunamque celo derspit. 
P.utarch {peaking of an Eclipfe of the Moon, informs us, 
Thaton that Oceafion the Romans founded brazen Inftru- 
ments, ahd lifred up ro Heaven great lighted Terches, :ima- 
-ning that by that means the Moon was very mucheas‘d. 
Cum fruftra refonant ra auxiliaria Lune. 
Ovid 1.4. Metam. and Fuvena!l in his oth Satyr fpeak- 
ing of a raring Woman, fays that fhe was capable of mak- 
ag Neile enough to help the Moon in her Labour. 
Une laboranti poterit fuccurrere Lume. 
At Peru when the Sun is in an Eclipfe, the People of elias 
Country fay, That ‘tis angry with them for Gane Faule by 
commited, becaufe the Afpect is difturbd, as the 
I 2 ace 
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Face of a Manin Anger; and henee, as is ufual amongh 
Aftrologers, they Prognoitic, that fome great Evil will fhort. 
ly befalthem: They Predict the fame in-Eclipfes of the 
‘Moon ; they believe her to be fick when fhe appears black, 
and ‘reckon that {he will infallibly die if fhe be wholly dark. 

-en'd; thar then fhe fall from Heaven, ‘that they fhall 

‘all die, and thar the World will be at an end ; they are in 
 fuch a Fright, that as foon as fhe begins to Eclipfe, they 
make @ terrible Noife with Trumpets, Cornets, Atabales 
and Drums; befides they tye up Dogs and feverely bear 
them, to make them Bark, in hopes that the Moon, whom 
they take t0 be fond of thofe Animals on account of fome 
fignal Service which fhe formerly receiv'd from them, wowd 
have pity on their Cries; and awake out of the fleep in- 
to which her Difeafe has thrown her. Farther, whilft fhe 
is fo fick, they ftir up their Children and Youth to in- 
woke her with Tears in their Eyes, and pray her, that fhe 
woud not fuffer herfelf to die; for fear her Death fhou'd be 


: the Caufe of their Univerfal Deftruction: The Men and 


Women make confus'd Refponfes to thefe Cries, and fucha 
ftrange Notfe, asthe like cannotwpoflibly be conceiv'd. The 
Siamefe Talapoins teach, That when the Moon eclipfes, ‘ts 
devour d by a Dragon, and when it appears after its Eclipfe, 
the fame Dragon cafts it our again. Herrera fays, t. 3. 1.13. 
ce. 13. [hat the Inhabitants of Ternate one of the Molucce 
Iflands, weep at the Eclipfes ef rhe Sun and Moon, on an 
Opinion which has been 1nftill’d intothem, That they mut 
nieceflarily caufe the Death of their King or fome great 
Perfon. Thus wetfee there are many erroneous Imagin+ 
tions concerning the Nature of Eclipfes, or if thou wilt, on 
the manner howthey happen. 


- EX. Let us now obferve fome Inftances of People whe 
have turnd thefe Miftakes to a very good account; fof 
there are always Subtle Men, who turn to their Profit the 
Weaknefs of the Simple. If thou wou’d’ft atréentively con- 
fider all rhat has happen’d to thyfelf, thou wou'dft allow 
that thou haft frequently been deceived on the like Occafions. 
The Pannenian Legions mutinyng againft Drwfas, the Son 
_ of Tiberius, and an Eclipfe happening then, fo feafonably, 
_asif he had defir’d ir, he thence took occafion to reduce 
“them to their Duty. Chriftopher Columbus confiderably ad 
yaned his Affairs amongft the Indians of the New — 
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X. Thus having’ faid enough of the Errors concerning 


the Nature of Eclipfes ; let us ar prefent fay fomething about 
the Prefages afcrib'd tothem ; which fhall be done in. few 
Words, but fuch as fhall be very fignificantr, ‘and ought ro 
fatisfy the Mind of him that has -bur even the leaft Spark 


of Reafon. Becaufe thou giveft very much way to Aftrono- — 


mical Predictions, ‘tis to rhee I addrefs thefe Words: Tell 
me, good Ouffe, art thou in the right to imagine, that GOD 
has chofen for the Signs of his Chaftifements, or of his Re- 
wards (‘I may call ‘em rather Signs -of Chaftifements, 
to accommodate my help to the Opinion of the. Vulgar, 


for fo they take "em _ to be generally, not to fay always) 
the Eclipfes which happen four or five times each Year, 


and which frequencly don’t come to the knowledge of any 
Man? How ! if thou wou dft warn thy Children of “a Pu- 
nifhmentr, wou'dft thou make ufe of aMeans which regularly 
happens at a certain time, and of which thou fhou dft not be 
affur'd they cou’d have any knowledge, to give them this 


Warning 2? Who told thee that Eclipfes denote that the 


Soveraign of all Beings 1s angry with Men, and that He 
fends them purpofely to advife them that He will inceffanr- 
ly punifh them for their Crimes? Study the Ceeleftial Re- 
volutions, and thou wilt learn that rho’ we fhou'd not fi 


ar all, Eclipfes wou'd happen as they do. 


_ XI. Thefe Eclipfes caufe a Darknefs ; thence all the People 


in the darken’d Countries become Sick. What.a wretched 


Confequence isthis! are there not People «which with- 


out alteration of their Health continue whole* Days in 


much darker Places, than the darknefs of the greateft Eclipfe 2 


Are not Aliments more neceffary to Life than the Sun, fince 
near the Poles, there are Nations which chearfully pafs fe- 


veral Months fucceffively without the Sun rifing in their 


Horizon? Is there any thing more extravagant than to 
imagine, that the pretended malignity of rhe Darknefs of 
an Eclipfe, amongft a prodigious number of Men, goes di- 


rectly to, and picks out the King, ro afflict him with fome 


Difcafe, or make him loofe his Crown ? Far, as thou know- 
eft, according to the Maxims of Aftrologers, Eclipfes ge- 
ncrally aim at great Men, Js it not becaufe Aftrofogers 


by Predicting ‘an Eclipfe of the Moon to them. Thus che 
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are generally in a wretched low Condition, and. they them: 
felves very much regard Greatnels 


XT. I will nor leave the Moon without {peaking (tho 
in few Words) of fome Effects falfly afcrib’d to her. We 
continually hear it faid, rhat the Moon caufes the Matrow 


and Brains of Animals ro increafe and decreafe, as alfo 


(Crabs Eggs; thatfhecorrodes Stones, regulates Cold and 
Heat, Rains and Tempefts, and all this without any other 
foundation than the refulc of certain Prejudices, into. the 
- Truth of which thefe Men don’t give themfelves the trop. 
ble of examining throly: But yet there are fome who for 
Twenty or Thirry Years fucceffively have labour'd in this 
‘fort of Enquiries, and have difcover’d thefe Prejudices to 
be as falfe, as generally receiv'd and eftablifh’d.. The fol- 
lowing remainder of my Reflections, as well as what thou 
Ahaft already read, will convince thee. ‘Thou wilt fe by | 
feveral Arguments which they contain, how ridiculous 
to believe thar the Moon enlarges the Eitates of rhofe who 


_ change their Old Habitations for a new one, and thar when 


Husbands do her the honour to name her in the Mafculine 
Gender, fhe renders them intirely Mafters of cheir Wives. 


Bodin Demonomania, p. 116. Thefe Sentiments are certainly 
moft ridiculous Buffooneries.- 


XIV. *Tis alfocertainly avery ftrange Affertion, That 
"tis poflible to make a Perfon vaftly diftanr from the Moon, 
read init what we wou'dteach him. And yet ‘tis affirm’d 
to have fucceeded ; of which here follows rwo- Relations, or 
rather Tales. ‘Tis ftory'd of Pythavoras, that he boil’d Beans, 
and exposd’em fome Nighrs to the Moon, ’till by ftrong 
Magical Power they turn'd into Blood ; that with this Blood 
he wrote. on a concave Mirror, what he choughe proper, 


‘ and that holding the: Lerters-oppofite to the Face of the 


Moon, when fhe was in the Full, there appeard in the 
Circle of that Planer whatever. he had writ on his Mirrour. 
Baptifia Portawou'd make us believe in his Book of Natu 
val Magic, That Francis J. making War with Charles VY. 
a Magician difcover'd to the Parisians what at: Milan, 
by writing on a Looking-Glafs what he intended ro. smpart 
tothem, and expofing it to the Moon, fogghat they read 
in that Planet what was written in the Mitramr. Heres 4 
une. Secret loft, or very much neglected ; fF we don't fee 


it 
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it practis’d ; but is ic not becaufe the Poft-Mafters oppofe — 


it? No certainly; ‘cis rather beeaufe every body might 
by this means read inthe Moon, what one wou'd impart 
to one alone; and therefore Politicks and Love woud 
not find their account by it. | ae 


XIV. I fhall nor rally on the following Article ; for I am 
almoft ready to weep when I propofe tofpeak of the Im- 
pudence with which Aftrologers ferioufly make even what 
is moft Sacred and Sandctify'd, what really moft deferves 
our Refpect and Veneration, to be the Objects of their bafe 
Frauds. According to them, not only the Deftiny of all 
Empires, but alfo of all Religions is vefted- in the Stars. Sa- 
turn, fay they, is the Author of the Jewifh Law, whence 
the Fews gave the Name of Sabbath to Saturday ; and the In- 
fluences of that Planer being Malignant, they are the Canfe 
why the Fewes are fo ill treated by other Nattons, and 
fubject to fo many Miferies ; and thus, according to them, 
‘cwou'd be on the Influences of Saturn, that the Predictions 
of their Miferies muft have been founded. They make the 
Chriftian Religion the Daughter of the Sun, pretending, 
thac it is by reafon of this Filiation that the Chriftzans have 
fix'd their Sabbath on the Day which is govern’d by that 
Planet, and that the Cardinals wear Red Habits, that 
being a Solar Colour. The Spurious Berofus fays, That 
Noah built the Ark which preferv'd him, becaufe he had 
learnt by the Obfervation of the Srars, that an univerfal 
Deluge was to Drown the Earth, and all that were on it. 
Then, according to them, ‘twas noc GOD which fore- — 
warn'd him to preferve himfelf, according to the Decrees © 
of Providence, as the Sacred Writers teftify. Their Rules 
will abfolutely have it, That if the Twins are afcendant 
with Saturn in the Sign of Aquarius and fill the 9th Houfe, 
‘twill be impoffible that a Prophet fhou’d not) be Born ; 
thus then the Prophetick Spirit depends on Birth, and nor 
on GOD’s particular Appointment, A famous Few being 
with this impertinent Dactrine, venrur'd to affert, 
that the Meffiah was not born, and predict that he fhou'd be 
born inthe Year One thoufand four hundred and fixty four, 
and that, fays he, becaufe in thac Year the Heavens will 
have the fame Face, as when Mofes led the Ifraelites out 
of Evype. This Few fuppos'd the Meffiah not to be come, 
butawe find thof who acknowledge him to be come, and - 

yet 
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yet will have the Stars to have rendred him: fo vile ‘as he. 
How dereftable is this Impiety Mars, fays one of 
thefe Dreamers, being well.fix'd in the Ninth Honfe of the 
Heavens, gives Power to caft Devils out of the Bodies of 
Poffefs'd perfons ; a Power which, the This 
being fo, according to thefe learned Fantafticks, ‘tis to the 
Conftellarion: of Mars that the’ Son of GOD Incarnate, is 
indebted for the Power which he fhew’d over Evil Spirits, 
‘They.pretend alfo there to have difcover'd his Virtues ; and 
affirm, that they clearly fee the fort of Death which he ‘mutt 
die in the ill pofition of Mars. Can Rafhnefs be puth’d 
any farther > Or rather, cana greater excefs of “epee and 
Impudence be produc’d ? This feems to me fo odious, that 
{dare not name the Authors..,-After this, I am no longer 
furpriz’d when others affert, That the Meffiah has. not only 
Men, but the Stars; and that the Jatrer have finn'd 
as well.as the former; that thofe who put up their Prayers 
to GOD, whilft the Moon is -in Conjunction with Jupiter 
an the Lion or Dragon's. Head, are {ure ot obtaining their 
Petitions. _How prodigious is this Extravagance Thefe’ 
Prayers .are. direcbed to the Stars, or to GO D3 if to the 
Stars, Can they hear and anfwer them ? If to GOD, was 
He then deaf before that Conjunction : > Or .has He de- 
clar'd thar; He wou'd not receive any Petitions without it? 
(Or can it conftrain him,to grant what is ask’d of him 2 For 
full Anfwer to thefe.Quettions, ‘tis fufficient to alledge, 
that they are fo unreafonable, that they don’t deferve any 
‘Anfwer, or even fo much as, hearing. On the Election of 
Popes, fays. a certain Author, Mercury is- to be invok’d:: 

dn fhort, others i incourage all thofe Which fhall be born when | 
Saturn 1s im the Lion’s Houfe, that rheir Souls fhall go di- 
rectly to Paradife after their Death.. Some wou’d make us 
believe, That they have found in the Srars, that the Chri- 
ftian Religion woud.not obtain any longer than ‘till the 
Year One thoufand four hundred and fixtyy The Princefs 
Margaret Sifter to Henry V1. in 1564. had drawn up for her an 
Aftrological Difcourfe which exhibited the Horofcope of the 
Church of Reme,° and. oreto!d its Ruin, ands the 
Holy-See, and the German Empire, by Confequencesidrawn 
from the fame Afpects, and the fame: Influences of the 
Stars, which have predominated at the Deftruction of An- 
cient Monarchies and Republicks. One Ayno/d a Spaniard, 
held, Thar the coming of inéallibly Ahap; 
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been the occafion of her Death, fent for him, with an in- 
tention to throw him out ar Window! "Twasa great Weak- 
nefs to afcribe the Death of this Woman to fuch a frivolous 
Caufe ; but behold another foiblefs which feiz’d this Prince, 
who was otherwife extremely Cunning. When this Ceele- 
{tial Diviner was in his Prefence, he faid tohim, “ Thou 


“ fhall be thy Fate? The arch Knave, who fufpected rhe 
King’s Defign, and knew his blind-fide, anfwer'd : “ Ah Sir! 
[forefee that I fhall die three Days before your Majefty.” 


which pretendeft to be fuch a Learned Man, tellme what 


i2f 
penin the Year 1345. Thou'doubtlefs allow ft; thefe Three 
laft Predictions to be falfe: Own then, that it muft be 
concluded thence, That no manner of Credit ought to be | 
given CO thefe People on all the reft. 
XV. Perhaps, in order ro fortify thyfelf in thy Error, thou 
frequently inculcareft ro thyfelf, That Princes and whole Na- 
tions have fo confidently rely'd onFudicsal Aftrology, that they 
took it forthe Rule of their moft important Steps. "Tis ‘ 
true, J own it, I know it as wellas you. I know for in- 
fiance, That the Perfians fo depended on the Predictions of , 
their Magi, who were their Aftrologers, that being affur'd 
by them, That the Widow of one of their Kings was big 
with a Son, they made no difficulry of Crowning thar | 
Qeen’s Belly, and proclaiming the Embrio King. Caracalla 
had the Genitures or Horofcopes of all the Grear Men of his 
State, by which he judg’d of their favourable or malignant 
Inclinations to him, raifing the one, and debafing rhe other, 
alfo putting feveral to Death on this wretched Foundation. 
Allthe moftimportant Affairs of the Kingdom of China, are 
decided particularly by Aftronomical Obfervations, the 
King doing nothing without confulting the Scheme of his | 
Nativity, which is Calculated by the Members of the 
Royal College, who only are allow'd to ftudy the Book of 
Heaven. The greateft part of the Afiatics are fo infatuated | 
by Fudicial Aftrology, that they confult Aftrologers in all 
their Undertakings; and thus in thofe Countries, what an 
excellent Trade have they! Formerly at the French Court, 
| that is to fay, in the time of Catharine de Medicis, the La- e 
diesdar'd not go abour any thing without confulting 
Me the Aftrologers, which they call'd their Barons; a Name 
which they certainly did not deferve, that of Cheats {uiting 
them much better. King Lewis XI. believing’ that rhe- : 
Prediction of an Aftrologer toa Lady whom he -lov’d, had 
| 2 


* * 


He believ'd 


and very avoided putting tin 


"XVI. But many alfo at 
'Aftrologersy to which others have given fo much Credit ! 
‘A.Lady (chis fhort Story which I am going to. relate, is f 


: much the more eftimable, becaufe there are very few like 


it, for moft Women are-extremely addicted to thefe Follies) 
A Lady, I fay, fent for a famous Aftrologer, and _intreated 
bim to ufe his. utmoft Art ro difcover what gave her a pain 
in her Mind. The Aftrologer drew wp the Scheme, or ra 
ther Chimzra of her Horofcope, and made a long Dif. 
courfe on every Ceeleftial Houfe, on the various Pofition of 
Planets, the Signs of the Zodine,- their Powers, theit 

irtues and Properties ; the Train of thefe Impertinencies 
being come to an,end, fhe gave him a Piece of Fifteen Sols; 
the Aftrologer, who did nor want Cunning, any more than 
Fraud and Deceit, finding fhe gavé‘him {0 little, again con- 
fulred her Geniture ; and then after having made a fhew of 
confidering ic with great application, faid to, her, “ Ha! 
«Madam, I have juft difcover'd farther in your Horofcope 
yo ~, fomething which concerns you, and which feems tome 

“to be very true; which is, that you are far from being 
“ Rich.” ‘Twas, as you fee, the Piece of Fifteen Sols 
from whence he rook his Information. She anfwer'd, . 
“You have hit on what is very right, ‘cis true, J am not 
“Rich.” He. again.a third time confider'd his Scheme, 
forheaim’d at getting another Piece; “© Madam, adds he, 
i with a true Aftrological Affurance, Have you loft. no- 

“ ‘thing ? Ihave loft, faid fhe, the Mony which I gave you. 
Sir Thomas More, Lord Chancellor of England, a Man of 
# profound Judgment, very pleafantly rallies an Aftrologer 
which boafted of reading in the Stars all future Events, and 
yet was ignorant af his Wife's Infidelity, = ~ *” 


Afra zethereo fe ofe omnia vati, 
Omnibus 5 que fint fata futura monent. 
‘Porneias aft uxor, quod fe tua publicat, inde 

ty,  Aftra dicet videas nulla docent./ 
You amufe yourlelf with on the without 
confidering wharjis at your Feet, faida good Woman to ait 
Aftsologer. who a whilft he was. 
is 
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his Nofe to contemplate the. Stars. William, Duke of Man- 


tua, having a Mare which was pregnant, Causd the exact 


‘Moment of the cafting her Foal; to be. obferv’d, when the 
brought a Mule; he immediately fenr, for, the moft famous 
Aftrologers.in Italy, xo diyert himfelf with, and ro banter 
them, at the very Hour-of the birth. of this Beaft, praying 
them to acquaint him, What wou'd be the Fortune of'a Ba- 
ftard born in his Palace? withal taking careithar 
they fhou’d nor know that ‘rwas a Mule that he meant- 
Thefe Gentlemen, Interpreters of the Heavens, did their 


-beft to flatter their Prince, not doubting but that the Ba- 


ftard was his own; Some.of them faid, That he fhou’d be | 
General of an Army; others made him a Bifhop ;° fome 
promoted him roa Cardinal’s Cap and there were 
fomethat made him Pope. Cafiw having been defeated.-by, 
the Parthians, whofe principal Weapons were Arrows (which. 
I defire thee to obferve punctually ) fled as faft as he could 
ro the City of Carnas,.and refolving not ro ftay therefor 
fear of being purfu'd and befieg’d, an Aftrologer in his 
Retinue, thus advifed him: “ Believe me, my Lord,' 


~ “ don't leave this City till the Moon is in the Scorpion.” But 


Cafius laughing at him, thus anfwerd; You banter me 
with your Advice ; certainly, that is nor the Sign of which 
Lam afraid, ‘tis only that of the Archer. Since you know — 
by your Aftronomical Learning, faid a Bantering Fellow to 


an Aftrologer, the Deftiny of this Plumb-TIree, pray in- | 


form me when it will bear Fruit, whether any of its 
Branches {hallfunfortunately be broken off, andby whom the 
Plumbs fhall be eaten. If you will forerell any thing without 
being deceiv’d, faid one Martianus formerly, fay juft-the con-— 
trary to what the Aftrologers do. No Year, no Month pafsd 
in which the Aftrologers did not denounce the terrible threar 


of the Death of Henry the Great. “ They will fay true at . 


 laft, faid that Prince, one Day, and the Publick will 
‘ berrer remember that fingle time when their Prediction 
“ fhall prove true, than fo. many others in which they have 
“ errd.” An Aftrologer having warn'd.a Prinée to fettle his 
Affairs, becaufe he affirm’d that he knew from the Stars that 
he fhou’d die in Three Days: The Prince, who gave no cre- 
dit rothefe Dreams, ask’d him, Whether he knew of what 
Death he fhou’d die himfelf? “Twill be of a Fever, anfwerd 


he, that will be my Death. Very well, reply’d the Prince ; 
_ batto convince thee of the vanity of thy Art, thou fhalt im- 


mediately 
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mediately be hang’d’°When this wretched Aftrologer was 
fiantly feiz'd to be:led to Execution, he-was, you may 


gine, cerribly difturbd and affrighted; but yet nor fo 
snuck bur he thought of ferting his Wirs at work'to ger our 
ef this ugly Bufinefé: See, my Lord, fays he to the | 
Prince, if my Prediction is not true? feelmy Pulfe, and 


you. will feel whether I have not a Fever. This Trick 
fav'd: his. Life, and the Prince laugh’d ar ir above Three 
Days after im fpight of his Prediction. ‘Seneca (in dudo de 
Wiorte Claudii) agreeably rallies Fudicial Aftrology, when he 
introduces Mercury entreating the fatal Sifters to fuffer the 
Afirologers at laf ro tcll Fruch once, after having falfly 
doom'd Claudius to Death, as many times not only as there 
had expir'd Years, ‘bur even: Montlis from the rime of* his 
Elevation tothe Empire. Nothing is more fubject ro Error, 
than the Predictions of the Aftrologers ; rhou haft already 
feen it, and fhait farther fee ir hereafter. The Prefagzes of 
Beafts are more certain than all their Divining Speculations, 
which Truth is pertinently expre{sd in the following Tale, 


A King there was, or Fable lies 

In‘ Days of Yore fo overwif? 

He ftudy'd nothing but the Skies ;— 

| feldom washe feen to pafs 

BPithout bis Dottor dnd his Glafs, 
a To ken the Teil-tale Stars, and read 


2) Wat Fate of him had there decreed, 
he The Sage his Fairy Fancy fed, 


And filld with future Dreams his Head. 
Fhe King heard all, and blindly took. 


For Gofpel ev'ry Word he Spoke. 
On all his Propetts, all his Cares, 
He prefently confults the Stars. 
4 Foible ‘twas we grant, but Kings 
‘Are fond of knowing future Thinzs, 
fmad this good Prince who long believ'd 
Chance at laft was undeceiv'd. 
bright the Sun one Morning was 
King was tempted.to the Chace. 
went, the Pedant too makes one 
For nothing 1s without him done. 
And firait the Clouds begin to [pread — 
threatning Storms, the Skies invade. 
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The trembling ‘Monarch for 
And ina magifterial Tone * 
‘He Cries, Be eaf) Sir, 
My Wird fort, there's no rain to Day; 
They truft him and perfue their Way. ~ yy 
They bunt, the Dogs the. Champian Scowr, 


And the Skies around’em powr, 
Amid the Sportan Afs appears, 
And next the Clown whofe load he bears, ee 
The Monarch this accofts the Slave: fy 


Whoat Weather are we like te have? 
"Twill rain Sir, fays the Clown, no doube 


My Affes Ears were never out, — 
They fhake, the Sign ts fure-; phe eft 


Pleas'd all to think whofe skill was beft, 

And whofe Prefage woud come to pafs j 

That. of the Dottor, or the Afs. — Py 
The Pedant blufh'd, and now began 

Wind, Hail and Rain, a Hurricane ; } 

Well wetted home the Monarch flies, 

And grown by late Experience wife, 

Drives thence the propbe/ying Crew 

With dangling Gowns of Sable Hue, 

Swears that he'll neuer truft a Gla/s, 

have no but an Afs. 


Cicero, 1.2. De Divin. rallies one Tarutius Firmanu, a great 
Difciple of the Chaldeans, who Calculated the Nativity of 
the City of Rome, and drew its Horofcope.. Seneca fays, 
No&. Attic. 1. 14. ¢. 1. Patere etiam aliquando Mathematicos 
vera dicere, G tot fagittas cum emittant, unam tangere, aberran 


tibus alis. Whichis ; As of an infinite number of Arrows — 


fhot at random, we ought not to be furpriz'd if one hit; f 


amongft fo many Predi¢tions of Aftrologers, ir may well 


happen, but that without any Confequence, that one of 
them proves true. Conclude we this Article; you have 
here fee many who ridicul’d all Fudictal Aftrology; 
lieve me, and augment we their Number, ‘cis rhe moft 
reafonable fide we can take : what I have farther to {Y, 
will intirely convince thee. 
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XVIE. I have already obferv'd, Thar none bur che trug 
Predictions of Aftrologers are.remembred ; bur as for their 
Blunders and Lies, ‘none give themfelves the trouble of 
preferving the remembrance of them ; no Body keeps a Re- 
gifter of their Errors, faid a bold Genius which generally 

_ thinks very juft, ‘tis Montaigne. If none apply themfelves to 
collect their falfe Predictions, is it not becaufe they arecom- 
mon and endlefs? If we fo punctually remember their Pre- 
dictions when they come 'o pafs, is it not becaufe -thar 
happens fo very rarely ? To this purpofe was the An{fwer of 
Diagoras, ftyl'd the Atheift. When fome One fhewd him 
one Day in a Temple of Samothrace, feveral Pictures given 
by thofe who had been fo happy as to efcape Shipwreck, 
and thence pretended to:prove to him, thar thefe falfe Gods 

took ‘care of Men, which had recourfe to their Protection ; 
faid he, “ But woud nor there be a much greater number 
“* of Pictures of thofe which had perifh’d at Sea, if they 
“ coud have fent them to your Temple? 


2 


XVII. *Tis probable that thou art acquainted with moft 
of the true Predictions utter’ by Aftrologers ; for as thou 
firmly believ ft all thar is faid of Fudicial Aftrology, and can't 
not give any valid Reafon to prove thyfelf in the right in 
believing them, thou haft doubrlefs fome Facts to juftify 

_ thy belief: Very well; I willalfo produce fome to deftroy 
it, fo that you fhallbe forc’d to recur to Reafon, if you are 
abfolutely refolv'd to believe on, and I will then prove by 
Reafon that your beliefis very ill-grounded. Zica King of 
the Arabians, to whom the moft celebrated Attrologers of 
his time, had promisd a long Life, to perfecute the Chri- 
ftians, died the very Year of this Prediction. . Henry I. 

to whom Cardan and Gauric foretold a happy Old-age, was 
maiferably kill’d at Tourncy in the flower of his Age. The 
Aftrologer to Fobn Galeazzo Duke of Milan was murder’d 
at the.very inftant thar he faid his Life fhou'd be long and 
‘happy, A D. of Savoy having learn’d from another Quack 
of the fame Profeffion; that in a fhort time there woud - 
be no King in France, building on thefe Hopes underso@k 2 
War againft the French; the Prediction was verify'dgafor 
the King went out of France to reduce him ro Reafon; and 
asthis was not what the deluded Duke meant, probably 
ther was it whatthe Aftrologer intended to fay. 
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selates feveral Predictions. which have.been impudeatly 


pronounc d to point end of the Werld; the falfity 


of which Time has fully made appear. One of thefe Pro- 
phets, tho’ he affirm’d that the World fhen’d end fiich 2 
certain Year, yetat the fame time compild Ephemerides 
for Twenty Years beyond the Term which he had pleas'd 
to fix to the Exiftence of the Heaven and Earth. Another 
fort of Learned Men have believ'd, thar becaufle GOD 
created the World in-fix Days, and refted the Seventh, thar 
the World fhou’d laftSix thoufand Years; others, Thatfrom 
Death of JESUS CHRIST, there fhall be as many 
Years ro the end of the World, as. there are Verfes in Da- 
vids Pfalms, <Ariftarchus affirm d, that the World fhowd 
notlaft above Two thoufand four hundred and eighty. four 
Years. Daretes Dyrrachinus 5552. Herodotus and 
10800. . Dion 13984. Orphew 120000. .Caffandra 1800000, 
One Stofflerus and fome others, denouncd a dreadful De- 
luge to happen in the Year 1524. and unluckily for rhe 


Credit of Fudiczal Aftrelogy, that Year happen’d to be fo-dry, 


that thro’ the whole Month of February, inwhich this Inun- 
dation was to havecome to pafs, there was nor one Cloud 


to be feen in the Heavens. Charles ¥. Francis I. and Hen- - 


vy VIII. all Three abour the fame Age, were threaren‘d 
with violent Deaths by the moft learned Aftrologers of 
their time, and yet each of them dyd a Natural Dear. 
Cicero fays, 1. 2. De Divin. that the three greateft Men of 
the Roman Republic, which were Pompey, Craffus and Cefar, 
were affur'd by feveral Chaldeans, that they fhou'd die ar 
| Home laden with Glory, Riches and Years; and yet they 
miferably. Mctius Pompofianus was promisd, that he 
fhou'd certainly be Emperor, nocwithftanding which, he 
never was any more than Contul, Vefpafian having be- 
ftow'd on him thar Dignity, tho’ fome endeayeurd to ren- 
der him fufpected by that Prince, on a¢ceuntof rhis Predi- 
ction. The Aftrolegers having foretold to the Duke of Vifen, 
that he fhou’d’ be King of Portuga/ ; flatter'd by this Pro- 
mife, he engag’d in a Confpiracy againg King Fehn, and 
by an exceflive Confidence in that King, notwithftanding 
all the Reafons he had to diftruft. him, he obey’d his Order 


to come and. {peak with him, and was accordingly ftabb’d.. 
The fupporters of Fudicial Afirology have in favour of their 


retences laid a great ftrefs on the Prediction concerning 
Viselliys ; ‘They tell us, That the Aftrologers knowing that 
Vitelins 
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Vitellius had commanded them all to quit on or befott 
a prefixd Day, ftuck up a Paperin the Night, in which 
they appointed him to die on acertain Day therein men. 


‘tion’d, which accordingly prov’d the Day of his Death. 
-*Tisnor to be deny'd, bur that Xiphilin the Epitomizer’ of 


Dion Caffius, fays this, and that he adds thefe Words ; 50 


_ perfettly well they knew what was to happen! Zonaras tells the 


fame Stery; bur the Fact is ftrain’d and falfify'd. Suetonin 


informs us, That Vitellivus without any Appearance or Form | 


of Procefs, put to Death all the Aftrologers which he heard 
of, being irritated againft them, by reafon that after the 
publication of his Edict, which commanded all the People 
of that fore to quit Rome and Italy, at the farcheft, onthe 
firft of Oftober, there was a Writing difpers'd, 
they ordain‘d him to leave the World on that very Day. “J 
their Prediction had been true, he had dy’d on the firft of 


Oétober ; but tis certain, thar he was kill’d towards the end 


of December. Dion Cajfius is blameable for having fol- 
low'd popular Traditions, rather than the Hiftorians, who 
had noted the Dates fufficient to refure whatever is fur. 
prizing which had crouded into the Narration of this Event, 
as it has into ahundred others; of which the Aftrologets 
hhave not faild to take advantage. There is another Story 
of the Science of an Aftrologer, on which his Brethren have 
ftrove to fer a high value. A Learned Man,-and utter E- 
memy to thefe Delufions, has related it as follows; and 
with that I fhall end ‘this Reflection : Let us then fee how 


Tacitus reprefents the'Fact of the Mathematician Trafullus 


which has made fuch a great Impreffion on fome Men. T- 
berius, fays he, paffing fome leifure time at Rhedes, was wil- 
ling to fatisfy his Curiofiry concerning Fudscial <A/ftrolegy. 
To this purpofe, defiring to try the Ability of thofe who 
profefs that Art, he made ufe of avery high part of his 
Houfe firuate on a Rock expos’d to the Sea, and ro which 
there was no afcent but by fuch fteep Precipices as were 
really frightful : To this Place he oblig’d all thofe to come 
who foretold furure Events, and they were conducted thi- 
ther by one of his Freed-men, in whom he confided, and 


‘whole bodily Strength equall’d the ignorance of his Mind; 


chat if Tiberius difcern’d that he to whom he put his Quetti- 
ons'was nothing bur a Cheat, and anfwer'd him only frav- 
‘dulently, asfuch Perfons commonly do, his Conductor W4s 
fure, as foon as he receiv'd the Signal; in his return a Al 
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him into the Sea, to prevent his revealing to any Others the 
mention’d Interrogations. Trafullus, then very well vers'd 


jn the Science of the Chaldeans, being like the others led tb _ 
this remote Place, affur'd Tiberius, That he fhou’d be Em- 


ror, and reveal’d to him many things regarding future 
mit : On which, Tiberius askd him, Whether he was 
alfo well acquainted with, his own Deftiny; and defir’d 
him to look on his own Scheme to. fee what was to happen 
ro him. Trafudlus inftantly drew it up, but at the fight of is 


ftartled, turn’d pale, and the more he compar'd the prefent 


Hour with that of his Birth, the more fear he fhew’d, till at 
laft he cry'd out, that the Stars threaten'd that to be the 
laft Moment of his Life. Tiberius ravifh’d with furprize and 
fatisfaction, affur'd him of his Safety, embracing him, an& 
afterwards regarded him as an Oracle, ranking him amongft 
his moft intimate Friends, But not to infift on the perfect 


refemblance which this Srory bearsto a Tale invented pure- 


ly for Diverfion, it being wholly improbablethar many Mer 


fhou’d bethus thrown into the Sea, without its being known, 


and fuch a Practice i{upprefs'd by the Officers of Juftice, 
who wou'd at leaft have inform’d Auguftus of it: TI fay, 
granting even this to’ be true, ‘tis not very furprizing that 
Trafullus who had confiderd the fituation of. the Place 
where he was, and the dangerous Defcent he was to pafs in 
his return, took fome fort of Umbrage on Tiberius's Que- 
ftion.: There is fcarce any One, how ftupid foever he 
may be, who wou'd not have thought as mueh, The very 
Looks of Tiberius, thofe of the Conductor, and perhaps 
fome Signal given at the fame time, might doubrlefs pur 
this Mathematician in fear of his Life; which pur him on 
acting this fucceisful part, of pretending to difcern in the 
Heavens, the danger in which he was, and out of which he 
extricated himfelf by his Addrefs, For is any thing in the 
World more impertinent, than to imagine that a Man, pur- 
{uant to Tacitus’s Account, can Calculate his Nativity 
in an inftant, judge concerning it, and difcover exactly 
what threaten’d him at that Moment! If he had before, 
and probably wholly at his leifure, drawn up a Scheme of 


his Horofcope,. he muft have forefeen what then occurr’d 


to his ‘view : Bur. if rhis was the firft time, as it muft nes 
ceflarily be fuppos’d, to prevent our wondring at his fur- 


prize ; if fo, I fay, ‘ris not ar all probable rhat he con’d fo » 
fuddenly perform the Orerations requifite to acquire » 
K 3 
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an’ exact Knowledge of the Danger he was Many @ 


ther Conjectures may be offer’d againft the probability of 
this Story, which I leave to thyfelf ro make ; and fhall on: | 


ly obferve, that Dion Caffius, as Credulous as he was, -in 
his Fifty-fifth Book, yet differs from this Relation of Tacitus. 


and in his Fifty-feventh, owns that Tiberius at laft put this 


Aftrologer to Death, on having (in his Opinion) difcover'd 


that all his Art was founded on Magic; which fufficiently 
fhews how little we ought to depend on fuch Relations, | © 


wou'd add that Trafullus affur'd Tiberius, that he fhou'd live 
‘Len Years longer than he did ; tho’ indeed Dion af{cribes 
this to his Cunning rather than his Miftake. iin, 


£ 


—XEX. Pray confider with me, at this Moment, whether 
thou haft any real Reafon to truft to Horofcopes. I pro- 


ceedto ‘introduce fpeaking, fuch Authors as have exhaufted 


this Subject, andi fhall {peak in conjunction with them, ‘but 


fo, as not to leffen any thing that they fay. Have you 
thro'ly examin’d, whether ‘tis very certain that the Stats 
move over the Heads of Men exprefly for their advantage ? 
ff you were perfectly well affur'd of ir, this certainty won'd 
afford a {mall Preternce which wou'd feem favourable to Fu- 
dicial Aftrology; I fay, woud feem; for twou'd not in the 
leaft amountto any Proof fufficient to engage our giving 
an abfolure Credit to all that is faid by Aftrologers : But 
mot to fiop here; Let's enter on the Matter. A Horofcope 


- fays, Thar becaufe a Child was born when a Star was in 


fuch a firuation, it fhall do fuch and fuch Actions, and {hall 


be in fuch manner fettled in the World. This is all thar 


coud poffibly be faid, if this Planet folely influenc’d all the 
‘Child's future Actions. But then Cuftom, Dier, Commandsof 
Superiors, Examples,Shame, Fear, Love, Education and Free- 


-will,do they all fignify nothing ? Are nor all thefe able to pro- 
duce more real Effects, than I know not how many Influ- 


ences which are faid to fall on his Body, and which have 
fuch a long Journey to make before they can reach ir ? With 
what probability can the Events of Human Life be folely 
attributed to the Heavens, if they are nor the fole Caufe of 


Man's Exiftencé ? Ariftotle afferts, Thatthe Sun and Man 


produce a Second Caufe, and we alfo in that allow many 
other Subaltern Caufes befides the’ Firft which is GO D. 
Why then fhou'd the Heavens only be the fole Caufe of 


‘whathappens to Man? And ifthere are feveral other Caufes 
which co-operate with them in whatever regards Mans 


good 
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sood or ill Fortune, how is it poffible thar the baré Know- 


of the Stars fliou'd afford what the Aftrologers pre- 


tend? To make us, believe this, ‘twou’d be abfolurely...ne- 


ceflary for them,to fhew us how rhey came. by. the Art, of 
comprehending particular Events tho’ infinite, and Contin- - 


gericles tho’ uncertain ; that which they profels having a 


Q 
{uch Power, and the Influences of the Heavens frequently, 


not being able to prevail fo much over Men as Laws, Phi- 


lofophy, or even.the leaft Divine Infpiration, not to men= 


tion their own Free-will: But their Pretences are ridicu< 
lous, and thofe too too weak who believe them. | 


XX. Bardefanes the Syrian, a very able Chaldean or Aftro- 
loger, thus expreffes himfelf to the Fudicial Aftrologefs in 
Eufebius, 1.6.ch. 18. De Prepar. You divide the World in- 
to Seven Climates each govern’d by a Planer; but under 
each Climate .how many Nations are there? Under each 


Nation, how many Provinces?. In each Province, hovg 


many Cities which differ in their Laws, Gods and Religi- 
on? In India, under the fame Climate, fome eat Men,; 
others abftain from all manner of Flefh; fome worfhip 
Idols, others acknowledge none. “Lhe Magz which come 


out of Perfia, wherever they tranfport themfelves, are ac- 


cording ro their Cuftom Inceftuous ; the Fews difpers’d thro’ 
the whole World, under what Climate foever they. are, 
don’t change either their Religion, or manner of. Living. 
In fhort, A whole Nation leaves one Climate and carries 
with it new Gods and Laws ro another, without meeting 


any interruption from the Climate into which it comesa 


The Woods, Mountains and Rivers rather occafion the difs 


ference of Laws, than the Climates and Signs. Cuftom' 
and Victories reduce feveral Laws to one, in {pight of the 
Climates of Saturn, Fupiter, and other Planets. Whence 
comes it that in the Provinces where formerly. Venw and 
Mercury were worfhipp’d, tho’ thofe Planets ftill keep im 


the fame Places, yer the Deities are abolifh’d and expell'd 
out of them ? How comes it that the Jewifh Law fhoud 


yet continue in all Climates, tho’ banifhd its.own ? 


XXI. Aftrologers the better rodeceive Men, endeavouriro 


‘make them believe, That the Heavens are a Book in which 


GOD has written the Hiftory of the World. Plotinus and 
Origen fo far gave way to this Snare, that the Jatter refolv- 
ing 
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ing to confirm hisOpinion, by a very ftrong Argument 
-fhelters himfelf under the Credic of an pocryphal Book 
aferib’d the Patriarch in which Facob is intro. 
“duced, telling his Children, Thar he had read in the Hea- 
vens whatever fhou'd happen te them and their Pofteriry. 
“Legit intabulas coli quecumque contingent vols & filis.veftry, 


*Porphyrius affirms, That when he had refolv'd to kill him- 
Plotinus read his Intention in the Stars, and. diverted 
_ him from it. Was ver fucha ridiculous Dream thought 

>. of? I well know that the Rabbies have faney’d the Heayens 


to be fullof Characters: But befades that they cou’d never 
- agree whether they are Hebrew, Aigyptian or Arabick, le 
& “em but name me one Man in his Senfes, which ever boatt. 
sed of his reading this Writing. Indeed, Poftel has. boldly 
| ~averr’d, that he read there in Ezra’s Characters, ‘tho’ 
ee fufedly, whatever Nature contains. °*Tis fufficiént to an 
fwer, That rhefe are the Dreams of Poftel and the 
‘bies, who take up with: fuch frothy Diet, as fill’d their 
‘Brains with Wind ; and this ts the moft favourable Account 
_ ‘that can be givenof them ; for if they were nor Vifionaries, 
= jj. ‘we muft conclude them to be profefs’d Cheats ; that they 
if ‘took a pleafure in impofing upon the Public, and diverted 
themfelves with the Creduliry of weak People. ‘None of 
the Greeks or Romans, even in their greateft Poetic liberty, 
ever faid any thing fo extravagant; and when they inter- 
a preted Orpheus’s Harp, to be meantof the Heavens, of the 
SS fix'd Stars, in which were Seven Planets reprefenting Seven 
3 Strings, whofe various ‘Movements produc’d that charming 
Melody which the Philofophers, and efpecially the Pythago- 
veans profefsd to hear; they did not advance any: thing 
‘ which woud not bear a more favourable Interpretation, if 
' we confider the regular Order of the Revolutions of thé 
- ‘Coeleftial Bodies. I woud willingly ask thofe who build 
_ on this foolifh Notion, To what end is this fine Alphabet of 
the Heavens defign’d, fince ‘tis nor to teach Men to read 
there, nor to know the. Times and Moments of Fururity, 
which G OD, according to Sacred ‘Writ, has particularly 
refervd to his own peculiar Cognifance ? Alfo I wifh they 
Wou'd name any Few or Arabian, who after having ftudy d 
Admirable Book, has ever publifh'd to rhé World a 
‘Piece worth the meaneft Tract of our Philofophers. 
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XXII. Why will Aftrologers have it, That the Influen- 
ces of the Starsoperate only at the Moment of Birth, and 
not before and after ? For ‘tis cerrain, thar they no lefs. 1n- 
fluence that little Body in the intervening time betwixt its 
Conception and; Birth, than ar the Moment of its firft Injoy- 
ment of Light, and alfo that they afterwards influence it; 
whence it may be ask'd, Who fhall hinder a good. Afpect 
of the Ceeleftial Bodies correcting that which woud have 
been ill? When the Planers alter their Difpofition, . the 
Rules of Aftrology teach us that their Afpect alfo changes, 
tt. and confequently what was ill becomes good: And what 
ly Reafon have we to believe that there 1s abfolutely only one 


Afpect which operates ? 

b. XXIII. If it be afferred, That the Knowledge which we 
it draw from Fudicial Aftrology, is the refult of Experience; 
nt *us falfe, for the following Reafon : The Stars and Planets 
S, never were twice in the fame Difpofition amongft .chem- 
ey felves, fince the great Coeleftial Revolution does not happen 
lefs chan Thirty-fix thoufand Years, or even accerding 
of MM to fome, not in lefs than Forty-nine thoufand, not to men- 
Y; rion the fupputations of Copernicus. Confequently Aftrologers 
T- cannot pofibly produce any two *fuch Inftances when they 
18 were in the fame Difpofition fince the Creation of the World, 
nf which is not by much fo old. This Argument appear'd fo 
¢ forcible to Funttinus, one of the greateft Sticklers for Fudi- 
0. cial Aftrology, that to evade it, he was forc'd to recur to the 
Knowledge infus'd into the firftof allMen. -...... 
¢ XXIV. Confider again, That as an infinite number of 
erfons born at rhe fame time, do yet live and dye 
of very different manner, we alfo fee feveral come to the fame 
d end, either by Shipwreck, the taking of. a Town,. or, the 
f falling of a Houfe, tho’. of different Ages, of feveral Coun- 
YM ‘ries, and confequently govern’d by various Conftellations. 
y Poffidonius the Stoick afferred, That, two -Twin Brothers 
d fubje& to the like Symptoms of a Difeafe, had this great 
‘ rclemblance from their being bern under an equal Afcen- 


dant, and the fame Face of the Heavens: But Hippocrates 
accounts for it betrer than he, by ‘attributing this to the 

If <onformiry of their Tempers, which proceeded ‘from their 
Pareyts-and Education, in which there was no difference. 
Pliny 
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“pliny remarks after Homer, that Heftor and Polydamas wate 


Womb, regulat 


born in the fame Night, and yet mer with very different 


‘Deitinies ; and that the Orators Rufus and Calous alfo came 


into the World in the fame Day, withouttheir Lives agree. 
ing in any particular, befides that of their Profeffion. “| 


well know, that Aftrologers alledge the Wheel of Nigidiy 


the Mathematician, Sirnam’d Figulus, or the Potter, who 
fhew'd the Revolutions of the Heavens to be incomparably 


fwifter than-it; and thence conclude, that ’tis impoffible 
“for two Brothers to come fo quick our of their Mother's 


‘Womb, that: the Stars fhall not in the mean time be ad- 


‘yanc'd a very confiderable diftance. Nor am I ignorant 
‘that many Ouffes have fo highly approv’d this Anfwer, that 


they thought it fufficient to fatisfy them who ask, Why 
fome Perfons always meet with a facility in rhe beginning, 
and alfo in the Courfe of their Undertakings, but are not 
‘yet able to bring them to a good iffue ; as on the contrary, 


others’ generally meet with great Obftacles at firft, which 
‘yet don’t hinder their fucceeding to their content: This 
‘comes, fay they; from the long Labour of the Mother be. | 


fore her perfect Delivery, and by reafon that the’ Birth of 
fuch Perfons lafts for fome fpace of time, during which the 
‘Heavens regard them with different Faces; for they will 
‘have it, that the firft ie of the Infant to iffue our of its 
Moth © the beginning of all its furure 
‘Actions; that the intermediate time gives Laws to the mid- 
dle of his Enterprizes, and that the Conftirution of the 
‘Heavens at the end, influences the conclufion of whatever 


he is to engage in during his Life. But if there really were 


any truth in this (which is too purely imaginary for me t0 
believe it) andthat fuch a fhort interva] can make fuch re. 
markable alterations; Who is there that does not fee that 
from thence, we are enabled the more ftrongly to combat > 
Fudicial’ Aftrology, fiaxce no Horofcope is ever drawn up, in 
which the Momentiof the ‘Birth is fo nicely and exactly 
obferv d, as this Doctrine fuppofes ? There are fcarce any 
svho know even the Hour of their Birth, any otherwife chan, 
gue{s, or the accoutit of ‘the common Clocks, which very 
rarely agree, has inform’d thofe who were willing to take 
care of obferving it If any fhou’d be prefent who fhoud 
be at the trouble totake the Elevation of the Sun with an 
Aftrolabe, or make. any other Aftronomical Obfervation, 


he cannot much mére afcertain the very real inftant of 
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re Time of which I fpeak, by reafon of the general Deceit of 

nt Inftruments, and the little exactnefs there is in all thefe —. 
by Operations, of which feveral made with the fame Defign, 
a in the fame Place and at the fame time, very rarely ever 

agree. 

% XXV. Since we frequently refift the Rigors.of rhe Hea- 

ly vens, either by Sweating ourfelves in a hor Bagnio in Win- 

F ter; or cooling ourfelves feveral ways in Summer; Is it 
not poffible for us alfo.to invent ways to thwart fo many 

. Influences, with which the Aftrologers threaten us! Is it 

. becaufe if they fend them to thee to.impoverifh thee, that 

4 thou can ft not work harder to become rich ? Put the like 

y Queftions to thyfelf, as occafion offers. This is the Buf ~ 
i nefs which I cut out for thee ; make it thy Imployment, go 

about, and finifh ir. And above all don't lofe fight of thy 
Free-will; remember rhat thou art left at liberty . to do 

3 good or evil, of which the Stars cannot deprive thee... 

‘ XXVI. Confider this thoroughly, and you will by frefh - 


it Proots difcover the Vanity of Fudicial Aftrolozgy, and how 
much you are toblame to fear when it threatens you, Or to 
rely on what it promifes.. In true and real Sciences, Con- 
, _tradiction deftroys their Principles. But we find nothing fe 
aifferent as the Principles laid down by Aftrologers; each 
according to his Fancy ; nor fo contradictory as theit-Ax1- — 
( oms. This is doubtlefs what thou doft not know,-and of 
, what thow haft never inform’dthyfelf. If thou art gttided 
by Reafon, thou wilt own, thar thou waft in extreme 
want of this Paper; fince rhou haft barely refolv’d>to be- 
lieve, withour the leaft intention of informing thytelf, in 
order to know whether thy Belief be grounded eon Reafon. 
Proceed we now to the Contradictions of Fudicial Aftrology. 7 
Aftrologers never yet cou’d agree onthe Caleulation which — 
isto be follow’d, inor‘on the Tables which are: preferably 
to be us'd. Some approve the Pruthenic, Tables, others 
, thofe of A/phonfus'; fome are for thofe made by Blanchin, 
and others prefer thofe of Regiomontanus, and yerthe Suppu- 
tation of the one is very different from that of the others, ~~ 
The ¥ews make the Figuresof the Heavens tobe very differ- 
ent from thofe of the Greeks ; and efpeciallyavoid ‘ever repre- 
fenting-theiti by any human Images, believing, that in that, 
they fatisfy the Law of Mofes. The Aigyptians and Arabians 
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have their peculiar Ceeleftial Signs. The Chaldeans havé 
but Eleven Signs inthe Zodiac: The Scorpion has been fplit 
in two by rhe addition of the Balance ; nor are their inter. 
wals the fame allaw’d them by the Aigyprsans. The Barba. 


unlikeone another; and the Chinefe Conftellations are nor 
yet Wider diftant from the common. Befides Father Tri 


we.* Nor.cou'd the Sex ofthe Stars be ever yet determin’d 
amongft them. For inftance, Alchabitius and Albumafar 
make, Mercury to be Male (for in this Profeffien one Extra- 
vagance is heap’d on another without end) and he is fre- 
quently Female in Ptolemy, who frequently confiders him, 
as an. Audrogyna or Hermaphrodite in the Sixth Book of his 
Quadripartite. They have founded their Twelve Houfes 


an, which divides the Eguinoétial into two equal Parts, 
But their Architecture is very different; for befides thar 
there are fome who make thefe Houfes of unequal Spaces ; 
fomie taking ‘them by onc end, and others by the contrary. 
‘Lhofe which place the firft partin the Ea/?, name it by Excel. 
fence, the Horofcope, as having a ftronger Influence’on thofe 
whoare’born. Orhers for thar Reafon pretend, rhar the Hore 
fcope mutt befituare directly over their Heads, whence the 


the Heavens neareft the Child, which is not in the East, 


which’ confequently will never inrich the Mind with any 
on of/Reafonable Men! Wretched empty Pretences, void 
of all Solidiry! Yer fee what.this ts that you build on ; this 
is (Tknow ic perfectly. well) what guides you in the Difpo- 


Career; for am:norayet «come to the end of it: Comers 


as. thou fale fee. Fi 
A great Noife is made about Comets, when 
they appear; or rather, rhey make a great Noife rhem- 


F 
4 


rian Sphere, fays Firmécus, is very difierent from the Greek — 
and Roman. The Indian, Perfian ‘and Tartarian, are nor 


gault affares us, That they have Five hundred more than > 


for the Signs on the Interfetion of the Horizon and Meridi- 


Influence may defcend perpendicularly, from’ thar part of | 


which, conveys:irs Rays but obliquely, and by a more di- 
Line. Ah! what wretched Nonfence all this; 


thing valuable ! Perfect Follies unworthy of the Applicati-. 


fal and Settlement of Children. But to go on incur 


are too famous for me'to forget, or omir:the {peaking par- 
gmt ticularly of them. 1 fhall have Matter enough to that end, 


felwesy Gnee they alarin, affrightep and tersify in all Parts. 
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‘They are look’d on, fays an able Critick, as Heralds fent 
from GOD. to proclaim War with Mankind. Very rare. 

ly are they made to prefage any Happinefs to Men. Bur — 
yet there was an Aftrologer, who in 1661, having obferv’d 
thar a Comet pafs'd thro’ the Sign of the Eagle, and hap- 
pen’d to dye ar its Feet, affirm’d, ‘har it Predicted the 
Ruin of the Turkifb Empire by that of Germany : Which the 
Event was fo far from juftifying, that Two Years after- ” 
wards the “Turks took almoft all Hungary, and wou'd proba 
bly have invaded all the Hereditary Countries of the Houfe 
of Auftria, if the Affiftance fent to the Emperor, had nor 
enabled him to make Peace with the Port, °° 


XXVIII. Let us examine, Whetherthere is any real Réa- 
fon to fearthem. The Light of Comets being no other than 
that of the Sun, extremely enfeebled, ‘tis as abfurd to afz 
cribe to that Effeéts which the Sun itfelf cannot perform, as 
‘rwou'd be to pretend, that a Candle lighted in the middle 
ofa Square, fhou’d warm all the Inhabicants of a great 
City, when even a good Fire in every body’s Chamber ‘in 
it, cannot guard them againft the Cold. Judge then, whe- 
ther Comets being» fo far diftant from us, and their Heat 
being fo feeble, can. kindle Wars, and fer the World in 
Combuftion ? ve 


_ XXIX. I have form’d this Argument, and believe ‘twill 

hitthy Tafte ; or at leaft that thou wilt not be abfolutely 
difgufted at.all thar is reafonable. If a Comet, (fays an — 
Author who helps me very much to entertain thee on this 
Subject, for he has thro’ly difcufsd it, and ought to pleafe 

thee} fince none can more’rely on printed Books than thou 

doft) if a Comet, fays he, has any Power, ‘tis only from the 

Earth’s being fuppos’d.:to be the Center ofthe World, and 

that all ponderous Bodies have a natural tendency to ap- = 
proach this Center. ‘But how do we know that the Earth is _ 

the Center of the World ? Is it not evident that to know'the ~ 
Center of a Body, it is abfolurely neceflary to know the™ 
Superficies, and that thus it being whollyimpoffible for 

Homan Capacity to point out the Extremities of the World, 

tis alfo impoflible to know whether the Earth is, or is not 

the Center of the World ? Thou doft not expect rhacI 
ihou'd fend thee to this Center, to rid thee of thy fear of 
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well deferve it for thy falfe Credulitry ? faid. 
neceflary to fend People to to. polefla them. 


XXX. Tate art ready to fay, as all like thee dint The 
it bas been obfery’d, that many Diforders have happend in 
the World after the’ appearance of Comets, and that confe. 

tly they are the’ ‘Canfe of it: Which is, as tho’ thoy 
fhow’ di fay : “ Every time I put my Head to the Window 
. there’ pafg by feveral Coaches; therefore I anf the Cauk 

* of their going by; or at leaft,. I fhewing myfelf ar the 
a“ Window, am. aiPrefage ro all that part of rhe City, tha 
Coaches. fhall way.” Probably, thou art no 
weak enough to believe that thy prefence produces fuch an 


“Effect ; -dont therefore believe ic any more of Comets, 


forts of Errors proceed from that wretched Inference, 
when pronounc d with the accent of an Axiom, Poft hoc, exp 
propter hoc:: that is, Becaufe fuch a thing is fubfequent 
another, mutt of neceflity follow, that the firft muft:be § 
she Canfe of the other. “Tis by this way of Reafoning tha 
nis alfo drawn as a Confequence, that the Star call’d the 
-Star is the Caunfe of the more than ordinary Heat 


| wich Men think they feel in the Dogedays. But this’ Dog. 


$éar has really no more fhare in the Heat, than sho in 
driving the Coaches. _ 


SEXXI. Ie may be alledg” d, That ‘tis very much to be 
donbted that Bodies fo far diftant from the Earth as Co- 
mets; are, can {end thither any Matter which is capable of 
aigreat Action ; for if (behold a Dodtrine which will not 
ftartle thee, for i tt will fall within thy compafs, if thou;wilt 
but never fo little confider\it) If, fay, the univerfal Opi- 
pion of Philofophers, fince they have been comfbrain’d 
abandon their common Notion concerning the Matter of 
Gomets, has been, That the Atmofphere of the Earth, that 
3§, the Space to which. the Exhalations and Vapours which 
in‘emits ftom all Parts, rerminates in the middle Region-of 
the Air at the hetght of three or four Leagues ar moft,..why 
then fhou’d: we believe; that the Atmofphere of Comets ex- 
rends feveral, Millions of Leagues? It cannot be fatisfactort 
lyderermin’d, why Planets and Comets are able to product 
Qualities as low as’ the Earth, and. are capable of caufing 


there remarkable | Alterations, whilft che Earch cannot {0 


as produce: any Infitience atonly die 
ance: 
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Rance. Grant we, thac Comets can farce as far as the 


‘arth, a great number of Exhalarions, will ic follow thar 


Men will be very much chang’d- by them? Nor in the leaft ; 
for if thefe Exhalations pafs ‘thro’ fuch immenfe Spaces, as 


thefe are, they will crumble and feparate into an infinire 


number of infenfible Particles, which will {pread themfelves 
almoft thro’ the whole Extent of the Sun’s Influence, as 


the Particles of Salt diftribure themfelves thro the whole 


Mafs of Water which diffolves xem, Bur if we compare 
a Comet with the whole extent & the Sun’s Influences; 
we fhall find the former of no more forc. with regard to the 
later, than a Corn of Salt to a cubical Foot3f Water, 


XXXII. Suppofe that Comets f{pread as far as the Barth 
many Corpufcules, capable of a great Action, there is nor 
thence any more Reafon to affert, that they muftproduce ~ 
Plagues, Wars or Famine, than that they fhoud produce 
Health, Peace and Plenty; for no Body knows the. Narure 
ofthefe Corpufcles, nor the Figure, Motion, or other Qua- 
lities of their Parts. In effect, is there really more good 
Senfe in affirming, That a Comet which appears in Wimier, 
and which cannot-hinder an exceffive Cold, fhou'd caufea 
War three Years after its difappearance, becaufe that heat. 
ing the Mafs of Blood,ir renders Men more hafty and angry ; 
than to maintain, that it will keep up Peace, becaufe thar | 
cooling the Mafs of Blood ‘cwill render Men wifer? This 
is what is call’'d Reafoning, my dear Difciple; all which is 
very new to you, for hitherto thou haft taken a Side on 
which there is no fuch thing as Reafon. Thou haft bee © 
liev’d, that a Comet might caufe great Evils, without in- 
forming thyfelf how it was poffible : What thou haft read 
is {ufficient to remove thy ridiculous Prejudice ; make a 
good ufe of that as well as what follows. | os 


~XXXIII. Tell mé, I befeech thee, whar Reafons thou 
haft to. believe, that a Comer, that a Star, which every 
Day makes the Tour of the World, is more inclin’d ro one 
Nation than another ? I defy thee on this Head to offer Ar~ 
guments of fufficient force to convince me, ‘that I ought to 
be as Credulous as thou arr. The Queftion which J-have 
put, being one of thofe of which thou haft never thought, I 
give thee time to anfwer it, write thy Anfwer, I will come. 
for it as a Genius; that is, without being viftble As any 
erfon, 
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Perfon. But in the interim, [ have the following Quettian 


to propofe to thee; 


"XXXIV. Doft not thou joyn with me in. owning, tha 
Ff it pleasd GOD to adyertife Men of the Evils which 
threatned them, He wou’d do it by fuch Ways which no 
only wou'd be very intelligible ro chofe which He pleas’d to 
threaten ; bur alfo fhou’d »0t menace thofe om whom He 
defien’d to beftow his sacious Favours? Bur this Comer. 
ewhich makes the Tedr of the World, rhreatens the one a; 
swell as the othe If you alledge, thar Comets menace all 
the Nations »* the Earth ; bur that fome of them by Re. | 
pentance their Rage; fhew me then, by 
‘of Mortif<ation the Macedonians, for inftance, appeas:d the 
Wivine Jaftice, and deferv'd the Treafures and Crowns of 
Darius, inftead of the Punifhment deftin’d for them by the 
‘Comer which appear ar the beginning of 
Reigw ; and what Acts of Devotion fav'd Mahomet If, from 
the Misforcumes which he muft have fhar’d by virtue. of 
thoe Comets which appear d in his Reign, and who, not- 
with{tanding he was a very Atheiftical Prince, conquerd 
Chriftian Empires and Kingdoms. 


~ XXXV. If Comets are the pure Effects of Nature, don’t 
/ gdhen call chem the Signs of future Evils ; and thou fhou’dft 
| the rather avoid this, becaufe they have no manner of Af. 
fmiry with thefe Evils, nor are we infurm’d by any. Revela- 
tion rhar GOD has in the leaft, appointed them-for Signs, 
as He ordain’d rhe Rain-bow, to advertife Men, that 
there never fhoud be another Deluge. Thefe pretended 
Prefages then, have no parc of the Character of what is 
fuppos'd ‘thar GOD pleates co fignify to Mankind. To 
afcribe them then to Demons, is abfurd ; for what wou’ 
they get by ir? They wou'd hereby cngage affrighted Men 
totead a better Life; which thou kaoweft is nor their.Am. 
Fo be fhorc; Serioufly confider that as many Mileries have 
befalien Men in thofe Years which have not eitherfeen, or 
nearly follow’d the appearance of any Comet, as, in. thofe 
which have either had them, or fucceeded foon after them. 
In a Word ; How grear is the number of Public Miferics 
without Comets ; and how inany Comets are there which 
are not followd by Calamiticse 
XXXVI. 
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Confideration, which you will immediately read, for ‘usa 


very Judicious one, and with thar fhall end my Reflections” 


on Comers. The Poets, fays he, arefo very fond of {cat- 
tering in their Works feveral pompous Defcriptions, fuck 
are thofe of Prodigies, and to give an aftomfhing Turn ro 
the Adventures of their Heroes, rhat to attain their Ends 
they feign a thoufand furprizing Incidents. It muft be fma- 
gind that he who defigns to write a Poem, inftantly fub- 
jects to his Fancy the whole Syftem of Narure; neither the 


Heavens, nor the Earth, from thar time forwards any lon- - 
ger 


without his order; Eclipfes and Shipwrecks hap- 
pen whenever he pleafes ; and all the Elements move as he 
thinks fir. We fee as many Armies in the Air, and Mon- 
{ters on the Earth ashe pleafes; both Angels and Devils ap- 
pear whenever he commands them; nay, the Geds them- 


{elves, rfiounted on Machines, are ready ro anf{wer his Oc- 


cafions ; and Comets being above all more efpecially necef- 
fary,by,reafon of the prevailing|Prejudice with regard to “em, 
if he meets with any Facts in Hiftory, he preffes them in- 
tohis Service; bur if he findsjfone, he forges fome Story 
himfelf, giving them fuch Colours,and feprefenting rhem in 
{uch manner as moft naturally trends to make appear thar 
theHeavens have interefted themfelves in a very diftinguifk- 


ing manner in the Affair of which he is fpeaking. After this, . 


whowou'd nor laugh to fee a great number of Men of Senfe 


give no other Proof for the Maligniry of thefe new Stars, © 


than the Terrs mutantem regna Cometem of Lucan ; the Reg~ 
norum everfor, rubuit lethale Cometes of Silius Italicus; the 
Nec diri toties arfere Comete of Virgil; the Nunquam terre 
Spettatum impune Cometem of Claudian; and the like fine 
Expreffions of the Poets? For my part, I have a muth 


meaner Opinion of all thefe Sayings, than of the two witty 


Expreffions below recited, for they ridicule this Error, 
whilft the other tend to give it credit. Emperor Ve/pa- 
fian difcerning that fome defign’d to affrighten him on ac- 
count of a Hairy Comer; ‘6 Why, faid he, rallying, woud 
*“ you have me afraid ? the Comet is not aim’d at me ; but it 
“it threatens any Soveraign, it muft be rhe King of the 
‘* Parthians, who like it wears very long Hair.” ’Tis 
reported of Cardinal Mazarine, That when given over by 
Phyficians, the Courtiers thought fit to honour the Ago- 

nies 
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nies of his Death with fome Prodigy, and told him, That 


> 
4 x 


there appeard a great Comet, which frighten:d rhem. He 


Ahad yet vigor enough left to rally rhem, and tell them pleas 


fantly, That the Comet did him too much honour. 


| XXXVIL There are a vaft many Inconveniencies which 
‘Aftrology may produce, not only by irfelf; bur alfo by 


thie fooliia Creduliry of thofe who fear its Threats, or rely 
~ on its Promifes. For inftance, ic has predicted to one Oz. 
that he fhou’d dye fhortly ; the poor Man will be 


alarm’d at this, that difturb’d by continual Uneafinefs, and 
confum’d by anxious Grief, he will at laft grow Sick, and 
fo verify the Aftrologer’s Words. Another, in hopes of im. 
menfe Riches promis’ him by thar Art, will {pend and 
wafte thefe of which he 1s poffefs'd, and thus reduce himfelf 
to Poverty, in continual expectation of what will never 
come. We frequently fuffer by Anticipation, and Imagi- 
nation, thefe Evils which this Art threatens, and which we 
fhall never really feel. What plungd the Learned <Alphon. 
fus, King of Caftile, into thofe Calamities under which he 
groand ? “Twas his firm helief, thar the Stars infallibly;de- 


“nouncd his Depofition ; which Fancy at firft render’d him 
fo Diffident, and afterwards fo Cruel, that he became into- 


Terable to his Subjects. The Felicity which Aftrologers 


foretell to Men, makes them defpair if it does not Dagee ; 


and if at laft ic comes to pafs, the expectation is tirefome ; 
and tedious Hopes have in a fort prevented the moft fenfi- 
ble and pureft part of the Joy which attends an unexpected 
Happinefs. But if they threaten ill Fortune, rhe Imagina- 
tion, as I have already hinted, anticipates the Evil before 
it falls, 1f their Conjecture proves true ; and if they are mi- 


_ftaken, which almoft always happens, thofe who are fo 


credulous as to believe them, are yer render’d Miferable 


‘without Reafon, by a vain fear of Evils, which frequently 


affects Men as much as if they really happen'’d to them. 
Cardan {ays in his Tract of Civil Prudence, That there were 
Six Things which had done him the greateft Mifchief in the 


whole Courfe of his Life, One of which was, the giving — 
Credit ro Fudicial Aftrology. But yet I can fearce heartily 
conclude him to have been of that Opinion, if the Story 
which goes of him betrue. ’Tis reported, That this Learn- 
ed Man by the infpection of the Stars, and the Rules of 
this Science, at which he feem’d fo difgufted, haying pe 
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told the Year and Day of his Death, ftarv'd himfelf on thar 
very Day, to fecure to himfelf the Fame of an able He_ 
rofcope-maker. “There is another Story almoft like chis, 
cold of another Aftrologer: The young Noffradamis, whb 
apply'd himfelf to penetrating into Futurity, in imication — 


| of Michael his Father, being very ambitious of fucceeding 


to his Reputation, and to render himfelf as Famous for 
Predictions as he (famous I mean only amongft the Ouxjies) | 
venturd to foretell, That Pouffin, which was then befieg’d, 
fhou'd be burnt down ; and to make good this Predict. 
at the time of the Taking and Pluadering of rharTown, he 
was caught fetting tc on Fire in feveral places; which fo in- 
cens'd the Sieur de Saint d> Luc againft him, thar he rode 
over his Belly and trampled him to Death. 


XXXVIII. If Aftrologers do all rhar is in their Powérto 
verify their Oracles, thofe who give credit to them, are ge- 
nerally full as folicitous to deceive themfelves. Suetonius 
vives usa Proof of this in the Life of Cal/iguia, when {peak- 
ing of the wonderful Bridge of Boats, which that Emperor 
causd to be made from Baie to Putceli, now Puexzucle, 
Thrafyllus the Mathematician, fays he, knowing that Tibe- 
extremely defir’d chat his Nephew fhou'd fucceed 
the Empire rather than Caligula, affur'd him, that the Jar- 
ter fhoud as foon crofs the Gulph of Bae on Horfeback, © 
as be Emperor. Caligula at laft attaining to thar Dignity, 
and recolleéting what the Aftrologer had faid, run into a 


| Humour of building fuch a Bridge, on which he pafs’1 chis 


Gulph feveral times on Horfeback and in his Chariot, to 
fulfil the Prediction. This 1s forcing Aftro!ogers to tell 
Truth, contrary even to their own Expectations and De- 
figns : This obliging Conduct is daily ufed towards them 3 
but indeed rather to farisfy their Voraries themfelves, than 
to gratify them. Thefe deluded Men are afraid of appear- 
ing weak enough to fuffer themfelves to be cheared. The 
continual Complaints of Men utter’d againft their Stars, 
proceeds from the fame Spirit of Vanity. Men void of 
Senfe or Management cannot rife, or obtain any Prefer- 
ment; this they charge on the Stars, and are refolv’d to 
tender them accountable for their unhappy Condition, 
whilft they themfelves have been the Forgers of their own 
ill Fortunes. The Ceeleftial Bodies are charg’d with 2 
étcat deal of Maligniry and Injufticc, of whieh they are 
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wholly innocent. .They impart to us Light and Warmth} 

_ : this is what they do ; but contribute no more to our Efta. 

- | blifhment in the World, than a Fire in the Chamber jn 
‘the Winter-time. 


"XXXIX. The famous Sentence of the Aftrologers, $4: 
‘piens dominabitur aftrs, Vhe Wife Man gives Laws to the 
§tars, is nothing but an Artifice to remove the Scruples of 
@ _ thofe, which withour it, wou’d make Confcience of { 
as hearkening to, or of believing them. But not. 
&§ withftanding this fine Sentence, the Aftrologers lay down 
‘Axioms, and decide concerning the Deftiny of Men as ab. 
s folurely, as if the latrer inftead of being Free and Ratio. 

nal Animals, were norhing but real Puppets faften’d ta the 

> ~ Planets and Coeleftial Signs by Influences, as by Strings, 
‘from which they receiv d all their Motions, without having 

. any oftheir own. So that indeed Sapiens dominibatur Aftris, 
literally taken, is, Be Wife; lay thar Foundation, and 

don't regard the Stars any otherwife than as Torches to en- 

lighten thy Underftanding, and don’t think them capable of 
increafing, maintaining, or beftowing any thing on thee, 


which thou haft nor. 


XL. From whar thou haft juft been reading, do thou 
+» draw Conclufions concerning Almanacks: They will be 
juft, and within their bounds, if thon barely fay'ft, That 
they may be rely’d on with refpect to the Calendar, the Ri-. 

. fing and Setting of the Sun and Moon, the Epact, the be- 
inning and end of each Seafon, the Eclipfes, and other 
Ceeleftial Revolutions, with which Aftronomers fupply us, 
and on which we may depend: But as for the Death of a 

_ great Man, or the lofs or gain of a Battle; a Marriage of. 
Confequence, or other contingent Events which they pub- 
lifh, and which the Stars cannot produce, much lefs dil- 
cover, believe them all to be vain Conceits, with which 
Aftrologers venture to amufe and delude weak Men. But, 
fay they, there are yet in fome Almanacks, certain Predici- 
ons which are not made without a ferious Applicatién, and 
exact Difcuffion. That may be, thar Difcuffion and Ap- 
plication may have been attended with fincerity, which 
yet I don’t fo abfolutely believe, as to be wholly free from 
all doubt of it. Burt be it how ir will, this Application and 
this Difcuffion will never extort from the Stars thé be 
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what is not in them, as thou oughteft indeed to 
be convine’d by feveral of thefe Reflections. Befides, Is it 


impoffible that thefe Predictions fhouw’d -be artificially de- 
fign'd, if moc random Gueffes? Some of them have been 
thought fo: “Tis faid, for inftance, that Cromwell frequent- 
ly caus’'d his Defigns to be inferted in the London Alma- 
nacks and found his account in it. Some have thought that 
the Author of the Mié/an Almanack correfponded with feve- 
ral Minifters of State. When therefore J fhall fee thee. 
hunting after Predictions of furure Events in an Almanack, © 
J will form one that fhall be truer than thofe which thou 

wilt find there, which is, That Oufle is going to give an 

inconteftable Proof of his Folly. 


XLI. We muft alfo confider what is faid of certain Days, 
pe to be happy or unhappy, as a Miftake introduced 
y Fudicial- Aftrology ; which like feveral others, is an Er- 
ror eftablifh’d without the poffibility of alledging one tole- 
rable Reafon for its being fo; unlefs we will fay it is be- | 
caufe Mankind is extremely addicted to Superftitien. Some 
will not marry in May for fear of Misforrune ; and this fu- 
perftitious Fear, proceeds only from an old and fuperftiti- 
ous Cuftom, which is that of a Feftival celebrated by the 
Romans in that Month, in honour of evil Spirits, Lemuralia. 
This is the Reafon given by the Learned; as for the Peo- 
ple they offer none; they are afraid ro marry in that Month, 
purely becaufe they have heard fay, that others fear it, and 
that it ought to be fear’d. The24th of February in the Bif- 
fextile Years, was thought fo unlucky, that Valentinian be- 
ing eleéted Emperor, did not dare that Day to fhew him- 
{elf in Publick, for fear of drawing.on him the fatal Events 
ofthat Day ; or elfe ‘twas politickly done, (which I am 
moft apt to believe) to avoid the expofing himfelf to the 
Character of an unfortunate Man. Timoleon believing 
himfelf, and having perfuaded his People, that the Day on 
which he came into.the World, was to him a lucky Day, 
made choice of it to Atrack rhe Enemies with the greater 
Boldnefs, and to animate his Soldiers. Mahometans 
believe, thar becaufe GOD creared the Light on Wednef- 


: day, thatthe Mufulmten atcempt nothing on that Day, which 
does not fucceed with them. Some are perfuaded, that 
thofe who are born on Good- Friday have fuch piercing Eyes 
as to fee the Center of the Earch; and that becaufe’ the 
4 that e Earth 
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Earth opén'’d on that Day. When we apply to a fetiou) 
Examination of this Superftition, and thro'ly confider thef 
Days for feveral fuccetlive Years, we fee by Experience 
they prove fometimes fortunate, and other time; 


unfortunate ; or rather, that onthem fome Men have lucky | 
Hits, and others are loaden with Misfortunes: But there 

‘being few who conftantly and carefully obferve this; the i 
‘Error keeps up, and thus perpetuates itfelf from Age to i , 
‘Age fo effectually, that ‘tis impofible to remove it. | 

has been obferv'd, that the fame Days have been happy , 
and unhappy to the fame Nation : For Inftance, Ventidiw 
the Roman General, beat the Parthians on ‘the {ame Day, ] 
on which they vanquifh’d Craffus. Lucullus engag’d Ti- 

granes on a‘reputed unlucky Day, and yet beat him. "Iwas 
on this occafion, that the General being ready to give Bat. 

tle, faid to fome that endeavour'd to diffuade him, by rea- 
‘fon of the pretended unluckinefs of the Day ; ‘‘ So much ) 
“* the berrer, we fhall render it a fortunate Day by our Vi- ' 


“ story.” This is the treatment due to Superftition; | 
‘tean, to laugh at it, when we cannot exterminate it. _ 


- XLHEI. Another fuperftitrious, bur very famous Praétice, 
invented by Aftrologers, is, the preparing of Tali/man, 
‘Before 1 entertain thee on this Subject, ‘tis fit I fhou'd warm 
thee againft confounding them with Gamabes, thar is with 
certain painted Pictures, either in relievo, or naturally en- 
graven on Stones, Mettals, Herbs, Flowers, . and other 
Productions on the Surface of the Earth, or im its Entrails. 
Here follows a Lift of the moft famous Gamahes which. 
“WNaturalifis, Travellers, and other Authors, curious Enqu- 
ters into the wonderful Effects of Narure,' have mentiond 
Gm their Works. As for thy part, being paffionately fond 
of every thing aftonifhing and amazing, i doubr not but 
‘this Catalogue will pleafe thee. But remember, that | 
will-not be fecurity for the real Exiftence of thefe Curiof- 
ties. I give thee them barely on the,Word of thofe from 
‘whom I have receiv'd them, withou: exacting from thee 
vany other belief, than that I fairhfully rranfcribe what they 
have written. I fhou'd not be put ro the trouble of oblig- 
atig thee to fomany Reflections, if thou waft as cautious 
‘in believing asI-am. 
_ The mentiond Catalogue of Gamabes then runs 25 
‘King 
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_ King Pyrrbus had an Agate on which were réprefented 
the Nae dancing, and Apolle in the middle playing 
: Albertus habe {aw at Colen, in the Tomb of the Three 
Kings, Two very fair young Fellows, which Nature. had 
ainted on a-Cornelian. | 
Ina piece of Marble faw’d in two, was found the Imagé 
In St. Fohn’s Church at Pifa, is a Stone, on which by Na- 4 
ture alone is perfectly well painted an old Hermir in a z 
Defert, fitting near a Rock, and holding a Bell in his 4 
In the Church of St. Vitalis at Ravenna, is a Francifcan 
Monk naturally exprefs'd on an Afh-colour'd Stone. 
In the Hercynian Foreft was found a Stone, which natu- 
rally had the Figure of an old Man, with along Beard; * 
and crown'd with a triple Tiara, like that which the Popes _ 
wear. 
At Schneeberg:in Germany, wasfound in the Earth a little 
Statue by Nature form’d out of a certain Ore which repre- a 
fented in full re/ievo, a Man witha Child on his Back, 
In the Mofque of St. Sophia at Conftantinople, on a piece q 
of white fawd Marble, appears the Image of St. Fobn Bap- 
tift, cloath’d in a Camel's Skin, but wanting one Foor, — . 
Nature having allow’d him no more. | — 
One Gamahe reprefented Rofes, and another was ftud- Ri 
ded all o'er with Stars. 


Albertus Magnus is reported to have had a Stone nae 
turally mark’d with a Serpent, with the admirable Virtue 3 
of — all Serpents to it, if placd where any fre- a 
quenitg. | 
The Marquefs of Baden had a Jewel, which, from what | 
Point foever the Spectator look’d on it, ftill naturally re- ail 


prefented a Crucifix. 7 | | 
He had-alfo one which refembled a piece of Marble. 


At St. George’s Church at Venice, is another Gamahe, 
which perfectly reprefentsa Death’sHead, 
In England the figure of the Fifh call’d a Perch has been 
found fo perfectly well reprefented on a Stone, that no part 
of its fhape, nor even.one Scale was wanting. : 2 
Several Flints was formerly prefented to a King, which — 
by natural Letters in them, intirely form’d his Name. : 
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In Mauritania, near the-Ciry of Septa, now Ceuta, was 3 
Spring which produc’d Stones, on fome of which were na: 
turally engraven the Words Ave Maria, on others’ thofe of 
gratia plena, and in athird fort, Dominus tecum. =~ 

In America grows a Plant, which in its Flower diftin@! 
reprefents all the Inftruments of the Paiiion of Jefus Chrift.. 
The Stomach and Belly of Augufius were: io interfpersd 
with Pearls, in fuch order and number as co reprefent the 
Ceeleftial Bear. 
_ Certain People in Spain, call’d Les Salutadores, who pre- 
tend to cute feveral Diftempers, are faid to be born witha 
Mark in the form of a half Wheel. 
Fhe Salvatori or Saviours of Italy, boaft themfelves rela- 
ted to St. Paul, and have imprefsd on their Flefh the Figure 
of aSerpent, which they woud make us believe to be na- 
tural, tho’ it is really artificial. ‘They brag thar no Ser- 
pents nor Scorpions can hurt them ; and that they can han- 
dle them without any danger: But the falfhood of that has 
_ And thus having faid enough concerning Gamahe's ; thou 
Mhalt immediately fee in what they differ from Tali/mans: 
Which I proceed to {peak of in the next place. | 


XLII. I know perfectly well, rhat thou giveft great 
Credit to Talifmans, that thou believeft that a little bit 
of Mertal, or a Stone engraven at a certain time, and 
in a certain manner, raifes Men to the higheft Digni- 
ties, or plunges them into Mifery; procures them im- 
menfe Treafures, or beftows on them the Favour of Princes, 
the Love of Women ; and tn fhort, more -than is in the 
power of all Human Art and Induftry to procure. I dont 
ask thee, Why thou art perfuaded, that this bit of Mettal, 
and that Stone have fuch great Powers, and fuch wonder- 
ful Properties ? for I fhoud puzzle thee too much, if | 
fhou’d exact a reafonable Anfwer from thee on this Head. 
Alas! thou haft never thought of examining the Reafons 
which engag'd thee to believe it; this is what fuch as 
thou, who run headlong into Superftition, never think of. 
But however, -I proceed to {peak to thee of Talifmans, and 
inform thee of what perhaps thou artignorant .I will give 
thee a particular Lift of feveral of the moft confiderable 
Talifmans which have. been made, and which Hiftory has 
prelervd ; then I fhall treat of fome of thofe which 
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thofe Advantages which they moft defire ; and at laft fhall 
conclude by confidering what we ought to think of thefe 
Cheats. But firtt, I fhall-premife fomething neceflary to 
be known in order to fhew what a Tali/man is :, This will 
be fomething learned ; bur not to affrighten thee, twill 
not be tedious ; for Prolixiry on this Subject woud be as 
tirefome to measto thee. But begin we with the Name. 


XLIV. Several think the Word Talifman is derivd 
from the Greek Word réacoua, which fignifies Perfection, 
by reafon Talifmans' (if we are weak enough to. believe 
thefe Men) are the moft perfect things here below, having 


a Power equal to that of the Srarsand the Planets. -Ano-— 


cher Author. makes this Word to come from the Hebrew 


Tfelem, which fignifies an Image. Others fetch 
it from the Arabick; Berel makes it to be Perfian, from a 


Word which fignifies Conftellated Engraving.’ Ducange 
believes it to come 4 Talafmacis liters, which are Cy- 
phers, fecret Letters, or unknown Characters, usd by Sor- 


cerers, becaufe Talamafca fignifies an Illufion or. Phantom - 
Some alfo will have ict produc’d from a Greek Word which — 


fignifies Copfervation. But in truth, this is to take too 


much trouble about the Name of a Trifle. Thou art doubr- 


lefs_ very much furpriz’d to hear me call Tali/mans Trifles ! 


which is yet the moft favourable Name that I can allow 
‘em; and they wou’d have a more fhocking one, if without — 
{paring them, I call’d them as they deferve. But to go on: 


XLV. Apollonius Tyaneus is made the Inventor of Talif- 
mans: But fome will have the A:gyptians to have made that 
difcovery, and that according to their Conjectures, becaute 
Herodotus fays, in the fecond Book of his Hiftory, That, 


_ that Nation having firft given Names to the Twelve Coele- 


{tial Gods, they alfo engrav’d Animals on Stones. In 
fhort, I am perfuaded without any Jonger examination, 


_ that whoever it was that invented Talif/mans, he aim’d more 


at diverting himfelf by impofing on others, than ferioufly to 


eftablith a Science which he believ’d to contain in it any 


thing of Solidiry. 


XLVI. Let us then fee what a Talifman is and that 


end firft ler one plead for them, who fet up for ju- 
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be madé, and which ‘tis pretended do beftow on Men 


3 
a 
a 
of 3 
og 
3 
a 
4, 
a 
mt 
= 

Pg 

e 

« 
4 
. + 

x 

— = 

¥. 

ay 
29 
4 
‘ 
an 
i: oD 
. 


- 


4 


ies 


ftifying this fiyperftitious Practice. He has faid all that he — 
thought of greateft Force to fupport it ; But how weak will 
his ftrongeft Efforts prove! A Talifman, fays he, is nothing 
bur the Seal, Figure, Character, or Image of a Ceeleftial 
Sign, Planet, or Conftellation, made, imprefs'd, graven, or 
earv'd on a Sympathetic-Srone, or on a piece of Metra] 
agreeing with its Star, by an Operator whofe Mind is firm. 
ly and attentively fix on this Work, without ever being 
diftraéted or diverted by any foreign Thoughts, on the 
Day and Hour of the Planct, in’a fortunate Place, in fe. 
rene and fine Weather,and when it ts in the beft Difpof- 
tion in the Heavens which ‘tis poffible to be, in order to 
draw themore forcibly its Influences, to produce an Efic& 
depending on the fame Power, and the Virtue of thofe In- 
- fluences, Behold avery ample Definition! The more ir 
-fays, the lefs. ir gives us to hope for ; for all thefe Circum- 
ftances requir'd to the making of a Tali/man, render the 
Effects. which it promifes very fufpicious. “Tis requifite, 
fays this Definition, that the Maker have no diftraction, 
that his Thoughts without any avocations be clofely fix'd on 
his Work. Wowd one not fay, that this Planet whofe In- 
fluences he expects, to apply them tothe Mettal or Stone, 
might know the roving of his Thoughts, and fo to punifh 
him, refufe him what he asks? If I woud run thro’ all the 
parts of this Definition, I fhou’d find in it-many things ve- 
ry ridiculous. The beft Definition that cou’d have been 
given of this Work, woud be, That Tali/mans are certain 
Figures graven or- cut with feveral vain Obfervations on 
the Characters or Difpofitions of the Heavens, to which 
‘Aftrologers and Mountebanks attribute wonderful Virtues, 
and the Power of atrracting the Ceeleftial Influences. This 
‘Definition does not indeed flatrer the Talifmanic Profeffion ; 
but when I Define, ‘tis not mv Bufinefs to flatter, bur to 
- fpeak Truth ; to reprefent the Thing as it is; to exprefs its 
~ Genus and Difference: Here the Genus is the Figure, and 
the Difference the vain Obfervations made by Judicial Ae | 
ftrologers ; that is, by deluding Cheats. | os 


_ XLVII. Let us confider the pretence, that the Matter of 
the Talifman receives thefe miraculous Influences, which 
thefe Men pofitively affirm, render them fo Powerful and 


fficacious. 
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The carv'd or melted Metral. being, fay they, excited by 
an exterior Agent, and above all, attack’d by an external 
Fire, itsEnemy; its metallick Spirit being thus movd and 
excited, more ftrongly implores and attracts the afliftance of 


, 


ics Planet, torefift rhat external Agent, and to combarthis © 


Tyrant of the World, and Deftroyer of all Things; for it 
is the property of all Natures to refift, and fearch after 


help, at the prefence of their contrary ; and fince the Aftral 


Virtues and Influences are much better receiv'd when the 


Subject is agitated and in motion, than when it is inactive, 


becaufe of the irradiatiogs of the Spirits pufh’d by this mo- 


tion, which in iffuing from their Subjects, give a more free 


paflage, and thereby render the accefs and entrance more 


eafy.to the Planetary Influences : From all this, I conclude, 


that ‘tis great pity that the Founders, Lock{miths, Far- 
riers, and in fhort, all thofe Artificers which Work on 
thefe Metallic Subjects are not better inftructed ; for they 


wou'd then know, that fome Planet being always prefent - 


whilft they Forge or Melt, all their Works are fo many Ta- 
li/mans, with which they maght drive a gainful Trade. How 
many Influences woud fall on a Key which the Smith 
forges, becaufe of the irradiations of the Spirits by the mo- 
tion given them by the Fire, which by iffuing out of their 


Subject, give the more free paffage, and facilitate the entry; 


and accefs to thefe Influences ! If you rejeé& this Reflection, 
reject the Argument which thou haft juft read ; for that is 
its foundation, and is a very natural Confequence of it. — 


XLVIII. They go on to Argue thus : And becaufe the 
Planet has divers Influences which it emits without diftin- 


ction ; and the Talifman is to receive them alfo in the fame 


manner ; the Operator muft therefore apply _his Mind not 
only to the Star, but alfo to the End and Defign of hisOpe- 
ration; fo that thus forming the Image .with the Qualities 


whlch he pretends to introduce into the “Talif/man, that . 


Image determines by the fame Law that Influence to com- 
municate irfelf particularly to the Talifman, and is exactly 


and particularly drawn out from amongft all the reft which 


the Planet may produce. All this fignifies, that if the Ta- 
lifmanical Artificer fhou’d neglect the having an actual In- 


tention, and not have a very ftrong Imagination, the Influ- 


ence which he wants wou'd not ftir a ftep to come to and 
reft on his Work. Thefe Influences muft then be very In. 
celligent, 
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telligent, to know fo well whether the Operator intends to 


attract them, or not; and ftand very much on their Pun. | 
-Gtilio’s of Honour, thus to abandon a poor Workman, be. 
caufe his Thoughts happen’d for fome Moments to ftray 


from them. 


XLIX. The Figure, fay they, is alfo of great impor. 
tance with regard to rendring the Ta/i/man efficacious, and 
that becaufe the Figure fixes a greater Sympathy, the re- 
fulr of which is, thatthe Mettal is in a better Difpofition to 


receive the Influence of the Planet. I have already hinted, 


that the Figures made ufe of to reprefent the Ceeleftial 
Signs, are purely arbitrary, and have no other exiftence 
than in our Imaginations ; that the Sign call’d the Balance, 
for inftance, is no more like a pair of Scales than a Wind- 
‘Mill ; ‘tis then ridiculous to pretend, that if a Balance be 
engraven on apiece of Mettal, thar by a Sympathy causd 


by Refemblance, it will attract the Influences of a Sign, 


which it really does not in the ‘leaft refemble. 
‘L. But what follows, is incomparably fine! You wear 


about you, for inftance, (add thefe Writers) a Talifman, to 
_ftrike Terror, or to excite Love; thar is, of Mars or of 


Venus; your Talifmans ftrongly imprinted or imprefs'd with 
the Influences of the Stars, are here below as it were thefe 
Stars incorporated with their proper Matter ; and accord- 


ingly actuate and exhale their Virtues as the Stars do; and 


you who wear thefe, are to them as the Heavens, and an In- 
telligent Caufe, which move ‘em from one place to another ; 
you convey them to the places where thofe Perfons are 
svhich you woud terrify, or engage to Love: Thefe Per- 
fons, at the invifible prefence of thefe Stars, receive thefe 
Infiuences, fenfibly feel themfelves by their Virtues in- 
fluenc'd to Fear or Love, and accordingly produce thofe 
Effects with regard to you, becaufe ’tis from you that the 


Influence and Virtue iffues. If I {nou’d pretend todi- 


vert myfelf with a Man’s Weaknefs and foolifh Credulity, 


I fhou’d not aim at any other way of Arguing than this; 


and ‘tis indeed by thefe, and other the like Arguments, that 


thefe Pretenders perfuade fimple People, and even thofe 


who fer up for Parts, of the great Power of Talif/mans. 
Thofe who fwallow thefe groundlefs Reafonings, are in 
Raptures, when they are taught, that with a Tali/man 


~ 


| they ‘ 


« 
a 
+ 
ey 
x 
- 
+. 
¥ 
3 
Feed 
> 4 
2 
z 
i 


Monfieur Ow FLE. 


they have as it were the Stars in their Pockets. What 
{hall I fay, they are themfelves a fort of diminutive Hea- 
vens, who give what Motions they pleafe to rheir Pocket 
Stars, and who defporically difpofe of their Influences. 
Imagine then, Oufle, my dear Difciple, that a Lawyer is of 


Counfel.in a very important Caufe, on the decifion of 


which, wou'd depend his good or ill Fortune, and rhag 
Equity is of his fide.’ ‘Tis then confequently of great impor- 
tance to have Judges which fhou'd ftrictly obferve the Laws 
of Juftice.. But according to the fine Rules which thou 
hait juft read, he has nothing more to do than to prepare 
fome Talifmans under the direction of Libra, with the Fi- 


sure of the faid Balance engraven on it, and inftead of Sum-— 


mary Charges, to prefent fome of thefe Tali/mans to the 
Judges ; there will then from them iffue out fuch juft Influ- 
ences, that the faid Judges fhall be fore’d to conform to 
them. This Precedent (to talk like a Lawyer) doubrlefs 
furprizes thee ; for thou didft not expect it; but yet ‘tis in- 
urely comprehended in the Talifmanical Science, that Sci- 
ence which thou fo much admireft, and on which thou fet- 
teft fo high a value. Don’t take it amifs that I tell thee, 
thy Admiration proceeds from no other Reafon than thy 


Ignorance. Examine throly the Arguments which this _ 


Science makes ufe of to fupport what it advances, and thow 
wilt not any longer admire it; or 1f thou admireft any 
thing in ir, ‘twill be, that it has been able ro feduce fo ma- 


ty Men by fuch impertinent Reafons. Judge you then 


now, whether we ought not to believe, what Authors have 
written of all thefe famous Tali/mans, mention’d in Hiftory, 


and which I’m going to difplay here, to be fo many Tales. 


invented for Diverfion. But yetI don't pretend to affirm, 
that there never have been any fuch Things as Talifmans : 
No; I wou’d only convince thee, that they have not in 
the leaft, by virtue of their Fabrick, thofe furprizing Pow- 
erswhich are attributed to them. Let us now rake a view 
of thefe Tali/mans, and do thou remember what I have juft 
been faying, and apply it to what I fhall fhew thee. 


EL Rabbi Aben Ezra fays, That the Idols which the © 


Hebrew Text calls Teraphim, were ncthing elfe but certain 
brazen Inftruments, fhap’d like Solar Quadrants, in order to 
find the Hours proper for Divination: Bur Rabbi Elsezer- 
Gadol affirms, That they were the Statues of Men, — 
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. ander certain Conftellations, whofe Influences caus'd then 
to fpeak at certain times, in anfwer to the Queftions pro, 
‘dtothem. Buxtorf in his large Talmudical Dictionary 

bas collected what the Rabbies have faid on the ways of 
making thole Teraphims. According to Rabbi Eliezer, one 
of the moft ancient Jewifh Authors, they were made in the 
- following manner : The Ceremony began with killing the 
™ |. ¥irft-born of the Houfe, then his Head was pull’d off; and 
_ faleed with Salt mingled with Oyl!, then the Performers of 
™ |}. this Operation wrote on a Plate of Gold the Name of fome 
Spirit, and plac’d this Plate under the ‘Tongue of the 
 . Head, which was faften'd to a Wall; and after having 
| Sighted Torches before it, they worfhipp’d ir on the Knee, 
and this Figure anfwerd that Complement. So that either 
the Stars or Devils were engag’d in the Affair of the Tera. 
phim. .Which fhall we believe? The. fureft way is to 
doubr of them both, till confirm’d by Evidence. And how 

@ - ¥mportant is this Evidence to guard Men againft the Con. | 

gagion of popular Errors. 


a: _ LI. Fhe firft Gods of the Latins, which were call'd 4 
werrunct, or Dit Tutelares, Tutelar Gods, have been thought 
zo have been Talifmanick Images; and thar, becaufe fome 
Hiftorians affirm, that fome of them were prepar’d under 
certain Conftellations ; but fay they, the mifchievous Ef 
fects of Idolatry having fpoil’d the beft of Sciences, was 


+ 
: 


7 A _thecaufe that thefe Images. being taken for Gods, the juft 
aa Fabrick of them was ftifled and wholly loft. If Idolatry 
Rad causd no other Mifchiefs, there wou'd be no great Rea 


_. - $onto complain of it. Nor to find the juft Fabrick of Ts 
ge Efmans, is certainly nothing lefs, than a great Lofs ! 


«UIE. The Palladium of Troy, the Roman Bucklers, the 
Statuc of Memnon in Egypt, which mov'd itfelf, and is faid 
to have utter'd Oracles, as foon as the Sun fhone on it: Se- 
genuss Statue of Fortune, which infpir'd Refpect, and. 
brought good Fortune to thofe who poffefs'd it, and the Fi- 
gure of the Stork which Apollonius plac’d at Conftantinople, 
wo drive away the Strorks, have all been taken for Tali/- 


Some won'd make us believe, "That in a certain City of 
_. Mgypt, there are no Crocodiles, as there ara in other 
‘Towns 
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Towns firuate along the Nile; becaufe there was a Leaden 
Crocodile bury’d there under the Threfhold of the Tem- 
le; and that Mehemet-ben-Thaulon having caus'd it to be 
urnt, the Inhabitants afterwards very much complain’d 
of it, averring, that from that time they were very much 
afiicted with thofe Animals. 

Gervafius fays, in his Book intitul’d Otia Imperatoria, 
That Virgil fix'd a golden Fly on one of the Gates of the 
City of Naples, which during the {pace of Eight Years rhat 
jt continu’d there, prevented any Flies ever entring that 
City. The Rabbies fay, That none are ever feen in the 
Place where the Beafts are kill’d and flay’d for Sacrifice 
Nor according to Celius Rhodiginus, 1,23. ch. 30. Antig. 
Lettion, were there any in the place where the Olympick 
Games were celebrated, nor in the City of Leucadia in 
Acarnania. According to Pliny, the Oxe Market at Rome 
was exempt from them, as was the Temple of Hercules ac- 
cording to Solinus: According to Cardan, a certain Honfé 
in Venice, as alfo according to Doctor Gervafiu, was the 
Refectory of the Abbey of .Mazslicrus in Poiten, and ac- 
cording to Fufil, there was but one in a whole Year feen 
in the great Shambles of Toledo in Spain. 


The fame Gervafius fays, That Virgil caus‘d to be fer up 
on a high Mountain, near the City of Naples, a brazen 
Statue, with a Trumpet in his mouth, which founded fo 
loud, when the North Wind blew, that it drove away the 
Fire and Smoak of Volcano, fo that the Inhabitants receiv’d 
no damage byit. ‘Tis alfo affirm’d that he made a com- 


mon Fire, where every one was free to warni himfelf, 
-near which he plac'd a brazen Archer with his Arrow 


cockt ready to fhoot, with this Infcription: Whoever ftrikes 
me, I will draw my Arrow. That it happend when a Fook 
ftruck this Archer, at the very moment he fhot his Ar- 
row into the Fire, and thereby extinguifh’d it. Alexander . 
Neckam, an Englifh Benedi&tine Monk, fays alfo in his. 

Book of the Nature and Propriety of Things, that the 


fame Virgil feeing the Gity of Naples afflicted with Horfe- 


Leaches, deliver'd it from them by a golden Horfe-Leach 
which he threw intoa Well; That he made Sratues call'd 
the Salvation of Rome ; ee were watchd Night and 


| Day by Priefts, becaufe tharas foon as any Nation de 


fign'd to revolt and take up Arms againft the — the 
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Sscame that bore the Mark ofthat Nation, and which way 
‘Worihipd by it, ftirrd ws felf; a Bell which it hada, 
Bout its Neck, rang, and the fame Statue alfo pointed 
wut the Rebellious Nation: That he caus’d Shambles t- 
be built ar Naples, where the Meat never ftunk or corrupt. 
‘ed ; and thar he placd on one of the. Gates of the City of 
Waples, two large Stone Statues, one of which was-call’d | 
Merry and Beautiful, and the other Sorrowful and Hideous ; 
(Fhat they had this power that if any one pafs‘d tho’ the 
Gare on the fide where rhe Firft was, all his Affaires fhowd 
fucceed according to his defires; but if he went thro’ on 
the other fide, they fhoud end unfortunately. Thus we 
hhear abundance of Miracles charg’d to the Account 
of honeft Virgil, who was undoubtedly more ambitious 
of making excellent Verfes, than Talifmans and Charm, } 
But this ts what commonly happens to Illuftrious Men, the 
World will always add fomething aftonifhing to their 
great Endowments. | 


LIV. ’Tis pretended thar Albertus Magnus made a Ma 
ehine which reprefented a Man intire, having workd 
‘Fhirry Years on it without intermiffion, to forge it under 


-divers Afpects and Conftcllations ; the Eyes, for inftancr, 


«when the Sun was in the Sign of the Zodiac corref{pondent 
ro thofe Parts; which he caft of Metals mixt together, and 
amark’d with the Characters of the fame Signs and Planets, 
and their divers and neceffary Afpects ; and fo the Head, 


_ the Neck, the Shoulders, the Thighs and the Legs formd 


at feveral times, and mounted and faftened together in 
the fhape of a Man ; which were able to reveale to the {aid 
Albertus the folution of all’ principal difficulties. This 
is What was call’d the Androide of Albertus Maguus, and 1 


reported to have been broken in pieces by Thomas Aquinas, 


by reafon of rhe great noife ic made.. Henry de Affid and 
Bartholomy Silylla, affirm it to have been compos’d d 
Flefa and Bones, but by Art, and nor by Nature. _ If they 


_ had only faid rhat this Machine fpake and even digefted, 


it woud not have been incredible, fince in thy time we 
have feen thofe whio fpake, and a Caprain of a Ship ‘made 
an Artificial Peacock which eat and digefted, and that. by 
Mechanic Science which has no need of either the infpect, 
on of the Srars, or the affiftance of Devils to: produce fome- 


thing furprizing. Bur to fay that this Figure inftencte! 


Albeit 
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‘Albert, that it taught him ro refolve all ‘the difficulties 


which occur’d in his way in the Study of the Sciences, to 
which he applied, is really to carry the power of this 
Machine too far, for reafonable People to give credit to irz. 
For in fhort, ’tis plainly to fay, if this Figure comprehend- 
ed thefe difficulties, and had all the Judgment and Under- | 
ftanding requifice to folve them, that it was confequently | 
more able than the Operator who made it. Does nor fuch 
a monftrous Story Shock thy Credulisy ?— 


LV. ’Tis reported that the Figure ef a Brazen Serpent 
kept all the Serpents out of Conftantinople; but thar Maho- 
met the II. after taking that City, having by an Arrow 
broken the Teeth of this Serpent, a prodigious multirude 


of Serpents threw themfelves on the Inhabitants, without 


doing them any mifcheif; becaufe all their Teerh were 
broken, as were thofe of the Brazen one. Doft thou com- 
rehend how this Brazen Serpent, or the Planer which | 


 -yern’d it, hindred the appearance of the others, and how 


after having its Teeth broken, it fuffer’d them to come thi- 
ther on condition that their Teeth-fhou’d be broken out ?-. 
I amthy Genius, and confequently, ought to know more 
than thou, fince thou arr under my conduct; but cerrainly — 
if thou explaineft to me how this canbe done ; I will 

myfelf willingly become thy Difciple. : 


LVI. Another admirable Talifman at Conftantinople, im 
the reign of the Emperor Anaftafius, was a Brazen Image 


of Fortune, with on Foot one a Ship of the fame Meral. 


Some pieces of this Ship being broken off, the Ships cou’d 
not enter into the Port of Conftantinople ; nor did they ger 
in till after thefe pieces were again faften’d in their places. 
When the influences were reunited, they no longer refusd 
their obliging affiftance. Have I not reafon to call thisan — 
admirable Talifman ?. Is any thing more aftonifhing, than: 

to fee a little bic of Brafs impregnated with influen- 

ces, which being placid asthe Planet requires, gives an 
eafy entrance te great Ships, and which, upon being never 
fo little difplac’d, turns them fhort, ftops them, and abfo- 
lutely hinders their entrance into the Port ? If this is true, 
Can one after this doubt of the Truth of Influences? I fay, © 


is true, ‘tis a very amaging Argument in. favour of 


the Miracle. LVII. We 
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& LVII. We read in theHiftorical Parallels,that in the ting 
I: @f Robert Guifcard, Duke of Calabria and Apulia, was found 
a marble Statue, which had around its Head a Brazen | 
- Ring, on which were engraven thefe words, Kalendis Maij 
ertente fole, aureum caput babebo. Ounthe Calends of Ma, 
E?. at Sun rifing, 1 fhall have a golden Head. The Prince 
7° found amongft his Prifoners of War, a Saracen, who {aid 
— that thefe words fignify'd, that if on the firft day of My 
& when the Sun fhou'd rife, the place where the Head of this 
Figure caft its fhadow was obfetv’d, there wou’d be a 
,Treature found there. A cerran Writer has rank’d this Fi. 
3 gure amongft the number of Tali/mans; but improperly ; 


‘for ‘rwas barely Aftronomical ; that is to fay, that he who 
placd it there, had himfelf hid the Treafure in the place 
~gvhere he well knew that it's Head wou’d caft its fhadow 
on the appointed day. To rhis end, no more knowledge 


‘Quadrant. 


‘ar midnight Brazen Statues move, and heard them cry a 

foud, That fome were then murdering the Emperor Mawi- 

téus and his Children at Conftantinople. I woud willingly 

alledge that this action of thefe Statues is too prodigious 
- for us to believe that they were Talifmans ; but according 

to report fome of them producing, if we will believe ir, as 

‘great wonders, we may without any confequence, allow 
_ ‘them the fame name. | 


— ‘LIX. Ata place call'd Tavara, in Zamorra which was the 
=. ancient Numantia, there was a Head of Metal which di- 

¥ tected the Fews when they approach‘ that place, and in- 
ceffantly cry d our; Have «care, here's a Jew hidden heres 
bouts. Ask a Talifman-maker how this can be, he'll ant- 
«wer, That ’tisby an Antipathy betwixt the Stars which 

--prefide over the Fews and that which govern’d thar Head. 
_ Bur none but Oxffes will be fatisfy’d with this Anfwer. 


- LX. St. Gregory of Tours fays, That asthe Workmen were 
digging the Bridges of Pars, they found a piece of Coppet 
-on which were reprefented a Rat, a Serpent, and 4 

Fire ; and that afterwards it being neglected, lea os 
roken 


‘was neceffary than what was fufficient to fix the Stile of a 


LVIEI. A Citizén of Alexandria, nam'd Calligraphus, 
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broken, the City was infefted with a great number of Rats 
and Serpents, and was frequently afflicted with Fires.. Hap- 
py is it for Truth, that this Tradition ds not ~ of thofe 


which we are oblig 'd to believe. 


LXI. In Agypt, to ftop Hail, four Women ftark nak’d 


are to lie on their Backs on the Earth, and their Feet moui- 
red up in the Air, in which pofture they pronounce Certaiiz - 
| Words. This ridiculous and impudent Ceremony was 


taken from the pofture of a Talifinanical Figure, which was 
reported to have ferv'd to ftop Hail, on which, fays Che- 
mer was a Venus lying along. 

The Ambaflador de Breves, mentions a Stone cut in the 
fhape of a Scorpion, fix'd in the ‘Walls of Tripoli, to extir- 
pate all venemous Beafts, which continually infefted thae 
City before. 
~ Je has been thought, that the fole Figure of pers 
was fufficient to render thofe happy who wore it; that of 
Hercules was plac’d on the Doors of Houfes 4o guard them 


from ill Accidents, with an Infcripuon which fignify’d, Lee 


nothing evil enter bere; which gave occafion to Diogenes to 


ask in Rallery, Which way the Matter of the Houfe then 


wentin. A certain Author has call’d rhefe rwo laf forts 


of Figures Tali/mans; but is in the wrong; for they: dont 


retend to any Coeleftial bur are rather 
Terreftrial Superftitions. 


 Suidas tells us, That an Ephefian at the Olympic Games had 
the advantage over feveral other Runners at the Race 


becaufe he had a Talifman faften’d to his Heel, on a thin 


Plate of Copper, on which were graven Diana's Feet; but 
when that was taken off, he-cou'd not come up with them. 
‘Tis faid, That St. Thomas being incommoded in his Sru- 


dies by che great noife of Horfes which daily pafs‘d by his 
- Windows to the Water, he made an Image of a Horfe, ~~ ~~ 
purfuantto the Rules of Fudicial Aftrolegy, which being laid 


two or three Foor Under-ground in the Street, the Grace 


_ Were conftrain’d to find ctit another way, they not being 


able to make any Horfe go by chat place. 


Thefe are moft of the famous Talifmans of ee Hiftori- 
ans have preferv'’d the Memory. I ‘have refleéted on fome. 
of them, to thew thee how ridiculous _ are; and ‘tis 

enough 


¥ 


13 we 
4 
3 
‘a 
> 
94°33 
= 
| 
| 
| 
aes 
lng 
> 
* 
* 
> 
4 
3 
- 
ae 
>» 
tl 
« 
4 
4 
AS 
ny 
€4 
‘ 
+g 


- 


5 


baad 
ISTORY of 


a» 
The H 


enough to read the reft, even by thyfelf to find out thei 


Folly. What Ihave faid of Tali/mans which have beep 


- made, may be alfo faid of thofe propos’d to be made ; for 


inftance of thefe latter. 


- LXII. Marcellus Empiricus fays, That to ctiré the Cholick 
which forms itfelf in the gut which is call’d Colon, 


which extends from the right Kidney to the left, paffing 


the bottom of the Stomach; the Recipe is to’ prepare a 


Talifman of a thin Plate or Leaf of Gold, which is to be 
engraven on the 21 Moon with a Graver of the fame 
Metal; that being thus graven,. ‘tis to be pur into a little 
golden tube, ftopp’d with Goats-skin, and then bound with 
a Thong of the skin of the fame Animal, to the right or left 


Foot according as the Diftemper is on the one or other fide; 
- that ‘tis requird from him thatmakes ufe of it,that he avoid 


all carnal Knowledge of any Woman, efpecially if the be 


pregnant, and that he take care not to enter into any 


Graves or Sepulchres; and to conclude, that above all 
things he take fpecial care to put his Shoe on his Left Foot 
before his Right. What remains is too tedious and im- 
pertinent to be repeated here. __ 


_ To acquire the favour of Kings, Princes and Great Men, 
and even to Cure Difeafes, Engrave, fays another Author, 


the Image of the Sun, in the fhape of a King feated on his 


Throne, with a Lion on his fide, on very fine Gold, which 
4s to be to the laft Degree Refind in the firft face of the 
Lion. 


- - One fhall have, ‘tis faid, a fubtil Wit, and excellent Me- 
_mory, if care be taken to engrave in the firft face of the 
_ Twins, or the Vrgin on fine Gold, the Image of Mercu) 
in the fhape ofa Young Man fitting, holding a Caduceus in 
his Hand, and his Head cover’d with a Hat. ie 


In fhort, "Tis affirm’d that the Image of Mars, engraven 


onthe firft Face of Scorpion, infpires Courage, and renders 


Men Victorious; that the Image of Mercury, engraven 0 


__ Silver or Tin on the Day and Hour of Mercury, renders 


Men fuccefsful in Trade and Gameing; That the Image 


_ of Fupiter, engraven on Tin, Silver, or on a white Stone, 
in the figure of a Man with a Ram’s Head, procures Ho 
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Monfiear ke. 161 
sours, Greatnefs and Dignities ; "Tis requifire, add they, 
ro render this more credible, that ic be accompany'd with 
punctual and myfterious Circumftances ; that it be done on. 
the Day and Hour of ¥upiter, when he is in his proper 
Sign, as* in Sagittary or Pifces; or inshis Exaltation, as in 
Cancer, and that he be free from all Impediments, principal- 
ly from the ill Afpects of Saturn and Mars, that he be in a 
juft Pofition, and nor {corch’d by the Sun: Thar to be mer- 


ry, beautiful, and to have ftrength of Body, ‘tis proper’ to 


engrave the Image of Venus,.as a Lady holding in her 
Hand Apples and Fiowers, in the firft Face of the Balance, 
the Fifes or the Bull: That to acquire Riches, we are to 
engrave the Figure of aCrab, on the Hour of Saturn, that — 
Sign being in the middle of the Heavens at the fecond Face, 
onrefin'd Lead, Silver, or Gold: To affemble together, or 
force Animals to fly, the Figures or Signs of the Planets 
which govern thofe Animals are to be drawn, when thofe 
Signs or Planets are in a proper Dyfpofition, thar is to fay, 
ifto get them together, the Planet muft be in a good Dif- 
pofition; if to drive them away, it muft be in an ill Con- 
juncture. Tali/mans are laid in a place to which one wou'd 
draw Animals ro frequent, as in a Deve-houfe to bring Pi- 
geons thither ; in a Wocd to bring Wolves thither, in or- 
der to killthem; in a Camp thro’ which Enemies are ro 
March, to ftrike Terror into them, and rout them; in a 
Granary to drive away Rats and other Vermin which ear 
up the Corn. 
Indeed, One muft be thro'ly perfuaded of the great prone- 
nefs of Men to believe, to imagine™thar they fhou'd give 
credit to what is fo widely diftant from all manner of proba- 
bility ; to pretend that they fhall believe, that a bit of Metal 
graven at a certain time, and imprefsd with a certain Fi- 
gure, fhou'd amafs and unite to itfelf in a Moment more 
Propertics chan all the Phyficians by their Application to, 
and Study of the Secrets of Nature; and all the Chymifts 
by their Reductions and Diftillations, have been able to 
difcover i Animals, Plants and Metals for the {pace of {e- 


From all that thou hatt jutt been reading, thou 


oughtft to conclude, that nothing was ever more Impertinent, 


nothing more Chimerical than Fudicial Aftrology ; nothing 
| more 
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_ moreignominious to Human Nature, to which ir is a réa] 
Scandal, thar any Men fhouwd be fuch cheating Impoftors, 
as to delude others, under pretext of an acquaintance with 
the Ceeleftial Bodies, and pretend to difpofe of their Influ- 
ences, by Figures and Words; and that there fhou'd be 


Men foolifh enough to give credit to their Promifes, the. 


performarice of which, Reafon fhews to be impoffible. _ 


- "That an Aftrologer has fometimes foretold Truth, js 
owing to either Chance, or certain Paffions which he has 
dexteroufly infpir'd to pufh on the. fuccefs of his Predigtion, 
or to Conjectures wholly independant on his Rules, and 
founded ‘on Informations which by his addrefs he has’ac- 
guir'd of the Condition, Manners and Conduct of thofe 


who apply to him to learn furure Events; or becaufe thar 


even they themfelves have help’d him to fucceed, by their 
Simplicity and ill Management. A famous Judicial Aftro- 
foger (I mean Agrippa) who has certainly fearch’d to the 
bortom of the Subject of which I am treating, and who 
_ himfelf feem’d inclin’d to give it all the credit, that its 

-Profeffion requir'd, ftraining all poffible Learning to prove 
its Validity, at laft remarks, That in Alexandria a Tax 
‘was levy’d on Aftrologers, which was cali’d the Foo/s- Peny ; 
becaufe, fays he freely, none but Fools will have recourfe 
to Aftrologers. Confider, whether thou wilt continue one 
of the Fools ; For after having read thefe Reflections, can't 
thou reafonably doubr of its being a downright Folly to give 
“way to the Dreams of this Delufion? But.if thou yet con- 


tinueft to perfift in the Dependance which thou haft hi- 


_ therto had on them, I proteft ro thee, on the Word of a 
juitly incens'd Genitis, that I will perplex thee in evety 
_ thing ; I will fo deftroy thy Health, thar it fhall nor be in 
the Power of all the unired Ceeleftial Influences to cure 


thee; 1 will diftracét thy Mind more than it already is; for 
_ ‘of whar ufe will found Reafon be to thee, if thou wilt 


fill perfif® in being the continual Bubble of all Cheating 
Pretenders ? I will confound thy Affairs, and raife up Dif- 
ficulties that fhall ruin thy Eftate ; and that ro the end that 
thou mayft not have leifure to hearken to Aftrologers ; I 
will fill thy Houfe with Speéters and Phantoms; [ will 

-@eliver thee up a, Prey to pretended or real Sorcerers and 
_ (Magicians ; and will be fo very far from oppofing the a 
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yils, if any of them: have a Defign ro torment and crufp 
thee under their Perfecutions, thar I will fearch Hell for 
fome to bring hither, if they either will, ar can, like fo 
many Furies to torment thee fo as to rob thee of all Reft: 
In fhort, I wil] turn thy Houfe into a forr of Hell, fo will 
J fill ic with Horror, Troubles, Terrors and ConfuG. 
on, and that becaufe the Care of guiding thee being en-. 


trufted to me, ‘tis my Dury to rid thee of this Error ; 


or if I cannor, to punifh thee as thou deferveft; ane 


alfo becaufe I will no longer be the Object of the 
Laughter and Scorn of the Geniufes of all thofe Aftrolo~ 
pers which delude thee. hide a 


The End of the Critico-comical Refleftions on Fudicial A frrology: 


¢ 
; 


What was the Succefs of Monfieur Oufle’s reading 
the Critico-comical RefleCtions in the preces 


\fOnfieur Oufle and the Abbot Doudon were in a grear 
Confternation after the reading of thefe Refleétions'; 


not thar they were fully convine'd, that it was a Miftake 


to give Credit 10 Fudicial Aftrology: No, they were too far 
gone in Superftition, wholly to alzer their. Opinion at firft 
fight. But whar perplex'd them the moft, were the terti- 
ble Threats of the pretended Genins: They read chem 


over again mote than once, and at laft found them fo dread- 


ful, that their Minds were perfeétly intimidated: They 
read over rhe whole a, fecond rime, and whether. their 
Fright weaken’d rheir Prejudice, or thar they really found 
the Arguments in ic unan{werable; they refolv'd never for 


the furure to confule any Aftrologers, nor regulate theme 


{elves purfuant to their Decifions. 


Monfieur Oxfle was. fot fome Days yery Melancholy; 
thoughrfull and filent, He feem’d aor to’ abandon without 


uneafinefs,an Opinion which |had {9 perfeatly {yired his 
M 2 Tafte, 
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Tafte, and the conforming to which had given him faefj - 
great Pleafure. In the meantime, the Marriage of Ruzine 
and Belor began to be talk’d of ; and he did not refute the 
Match fo warmly as before : In fhorc, from, Day to Day 
he feem’d more inclin'd to end that Affair according to the 
defire of Madam Oxjie, Ruzine and Belor ; and it had beép 
effectually rerminated thus, if the treacherous Mornand had 
not ruind all thofe favourable Difpofitions of Monfieur 
_ when it was leaft expected. The reafon of which 
follows. 


Belor, who began to be well receiv’d by Mr. Ouflé,frequent- 
ly vifired him. Ir happen’d by I know not what Indifcretion, 
that in fome of his Vifits, he exprefs'd an utter diflike of Mor- 
nand; and alfo drop'd fome Words which fhew’d that he 
twou'd nor bear him long in the Houfe, if he became Ruzi- 
mes Husband. Valets ccmmonly knowing all thar is faid 
or done with their Mafters, and Mornand being one of the 
moft vigilant on that account, he quickly learn’d rhe Sent- 
ments‘of Belcr, ‘and the Averfion which he had for him. On 
which he without. any delay sefolv'd what to do, which 
was, to ufe all his Art to hinder that Match, which he 
forefaw wou'd be fo difadvantageors to him, as to wm 
him out of a Houfe in which he had fo long liv’d, and on 
which his Forruhe depended. . He having been employ’‘d in 
the Stratagem made ufe of to convey to Monf. Ouffé the 
Difcourfe of the Géniw ; and having been’ in the Secret of 
the Confpitacy againft his Mafter, and withal knowing him 

to beno farther'difpos’d to give his Confent to this Mar- 
 giage, than the Arguments and Menaces of the Genius had | 
brought ‘him 16, refolv’d'vo inform*him who was the: 
Axithor Of the Critico-comical Reflettiows: “And his Refolution 

Wasexecuted alinoft asfoon astakens 
"*Twou'd be difficult perfectly to comprehend the Joy which 
thisfimple Man félr, whemhe knew this Secret ; for by this 
Information and obliging News, hefound. himfelf at liberty 
to confule and believe Aftrologers without fearing any thing. 
Bur yet he did not thro'ly depend on what Mornand {aid as 
to believe it without requiring fome Proof, which fhoud 
léave-him no ro6m to doubr of the rruth of the Trick which 
had’ been plaid him. “But Mornand promis'd him fuch cleat 
evidetice, as fiow'd pur all out of Queftion. To this end, he 
a one 
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f | one Day hid wed in a place, where he over-heard a Con- 
ne verfation berwixt Madam Oufle, Ruzine and Belor, in which 
e the Difcourfe rurn’'d very much on this Stratagem. And 
y thus Monf. Ouxjle learn’d more than was neceffary to his 
e full Conviction, that his Man had told him nothing but the 


Truth. The Abbot Doudon, to whom he had imparted 


i what Mornand had told him, was not lefs pleasd than his 
r Father with this Difcovery ; and in fhort, the whole ended. 
h in the utter difmiifion of Belor, and affuring him that he 


-wou'd never confént that he fhou’d marry Ruzine, tho’ there 
were no other Husband for her in the World bur him. 

| Thus we fee how this Stratagem ended, which was made 

‘ ufe of to rid Monf. Oufle of his Bigotry to Fudicial Aftrology ; 
‘twas in the breaking off a Match which this Aftrology 

forbid him to make, and in his continuing ftill infatuated 
with the Predictions of this Impertinent and Chimerical 
Science. 
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Which difplays Mr. Ou Notions concerning 


Devils ; the Power which be afcrib’d to’em; his’ 


fear of them , 4nd the Reafons which drew ‘him 


snto tt. 


that he was very ftrongly beut.to 


Devils, Wicked Spirits, and? in 


much power, that if we fhou’d fuffer our felves to be led 
M 4 


ZOunfieur OUFLE, as we have 
feen, being fo eafily induc’d to give | 
credit to all ftories of Spectres and 

; Phantoms, of which he either heard, | 

or read; ‘tis thence to be fupposd,. 


believe wharever was faid of Satan, i 


{hort, of all rhofe ambitious fallen 
Angels, to whom fome allow fq ee 
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by all the Stories they forge concerning them, we 
fhouwd take it for granted, that they difpofe of all: the Eie- 
” ments, and that even the whole Ccurle of Narure itfelf is 

fubjected to their Direction. 


_Monfieur Oufle in a Converfation with his Brerher Non. 
erede, difcourfing on this pretended defporick Power of De- 
wils; the latrer, a very learned and very judicious Man, 
who perfectly well knew whar thefe evil Spirits can, and . 
what they cannot do, and whofe Credulity never advanc’'d 
beyond the Power of Sound Principles to juftify and fupporr 
it; rejected, with all the Refolurion which Reafon exacted 

of him, 1 know nor how many triffling Follies, which our 
Vifionary ailedg’d to convince him. The Converfation 
was Very foon interrupted, by the pa‘ficnate oppofition of 
Monf. Oufle; but yer with an intention to repair that Lofs, 
by drawing up at his cooler intervals a Difcourfe which he 
had refcivd on inorder to give his Brother fuch a fparring, 

low, as fhoud urterly difcnable him from ever rifing 
again; a very rath Undertaking, as we fhall hereafter 


find. 


Before they took Jeave of each other, Monf. Ouffe pro- 
misd his Brother to fet about this important Difcourfe. 
“~The Subject, added he; is very ferious, and of rco great 
Confcquence, not to rcquire a grearcr Attention, than 
what Converfation admits of ; you fhall fhortly have my 
Thoughts in writing concerning Devils, as alfo what o- 
thers before me have thought on thar Subject, and what 
you ought yourfelf to think, unlefs you are refolv’d to 

defend an ill Caufe, againft an Opinicn which is backd 
* by the Authority of the prefent as well as the moft remote 
““Ages of Antiquity. Bur my Words, pafling off. very 
quick and ner ftaving long enough with you to make 
fuch imprefizon, as is fufficient to cure you of that ob- 
ftinate Incredulity, on which you. value yourfelf ; per- 
haps if commurred ro Paper, when you often read them, 
“ymay have a better on you, and ar laft bring you 


3 


On hearing Monfieur talk thus, if one had not 

/, known him, one wou d have faid, Thar he was going to /ay 

down invincible Demonftrations in favour “of “Devils; 
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yiz. to prove, that they do whatever they pleafe, as tho, 
they were abfolure independant Beings ; or at leaft, thar 
GOD always granted them a Power of executing whate- 
ver Defigns they project. For if we ferioufly reflect on all 
that is faid of the wonderful Performances of ‘Devils, 
and the Mifchief they do in the World; we fhall agree 
that thofe who believe thefe Wonders and mifchievous Ef- 
fects, muft neceffarily be perfuaded that thefe evil Spirits” 
Act either by their own Power, and a natural Property, or 
by an Allowance granted them by GOD. ‘But yet we are 
not to expect that Monf. Oufle fhou’d trouble himfelf with 
proving either this Natural Property or Divine Permiffion. 
The voor Wretch’s Intention never reach'd fo far. . The 
Arguments which wou'd have been neceffary to prove his. 
» Point, were above his Capaciry and Learning. Befides, 
fuch fuperftitious People as he never aim ar Knowledge : 
To talk to them of Principles, to bring them over to Rea- — 
fon ; to endeavour to reduce them to thefe Principles,in or- 
der to form Decifions, and draw Conclufions, is to talk to 
them in a Language which they don’t underftand,and which 
they are-norat all inclin'dto Study. Their Excellence con- 
fifts in a ftrong belief of the moft extravagant and ridicu- 
lous Notions, and confirming them by proper Stories. The 
Oufles, for inftance, read in a Book which they like, that 
Devils can manage the Elements at their pleafure; and in — 
another, that they have caus’d Rains, Storms, Hurricanes 
and Earthquakes; then all this is true, becaufe they are 
told fo, or have read it; and thus ’tis they draw Confe- | 
quences. They never vouchfafe to examine, How that 
can be? Or, whether.indeed it really ever was ? fo ufelefs 
and {uperfluous does fuch an Inquiry appear to them. For 
of what ufe indeed, wou'd it be to People who are’refolv'd 
to belicve every thing ? Monf. Ouffle was nor in the leaft 
difpes'd to regulate kis Opinion by judicious Arguments, 
and exact Searches, when the Queftion rurn’d on Super- 
{tition. Whatever feem’d prodigious and aftonifhing, drew 
along with it his Creduliry, in fuch avrapid Torrent, thar 
his Head turn’d, and he was, if I may fo fay, lof in Won- 
cerand Amazemenr. Of which, rhe Diftoarte which we 


fhall prefently read, is a convincing Proof. But withal, 
lis proper to acquaint the’ Reader, that he did ‘for fo de- 
pend cn ;his own Ability, as nor to endeavour re ger help 


~ 
* 
» 
A 
. 
by 
as 
| 
> 
. » 
ar 
a* 


oR 


j 
* 


and Ability than they have 
depended folely an my own Knowledge in draw- 
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to render his Arguments the more forcible and convincine 


“Twas to obtain this:Affiftance, that he went to his Som 


the Abbot Doudon, whom he particularly valu'd for being 


him the neceffiry of demonftrating to Noncrede, thar the: 


Devils are as much to be fear'd as they are faid ro be:bend 
theydo as much Miichief, as they are reported: 


His Son, who on this Head was as weak and as m 


judic'd as his Father, applauded his Defign, and” 
refufe his fhare of this Combat. Tothat end thenpiieg | 


feparated themfelves from all Converfation, and’ 


fent to Noncrede. 


© Of Devils, which you refufe to acknowledge, out ofa 
Wain Ambition to pafs for a Libertine ; and this Paper dif- 
Charges my Promife. Read then with Attention, . and 

that more than once, whar I here writes and doubriefs 


a. { Promis‘d, Brother, to Convince you of the great Power 


youd! abandon your Opinion, and come over to mine; of 


thar of the greareft Authors,.who: have fo thro ly 
‘Treated this Subject, thar tho’ we. weré of their number, 
*twoud even then be hard to {peak with more Certainty, 

@ already done. 
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Superftitious as himfelf. He then acquainted him with by 


Defign, and in the moft pathetic manner, exaggerated? 


ther retir'd into Monfieur Oufle's Clofet, where 
rd as hard as was poffible on their Subject. Here are 4 


A Difcourfe of Devils, drawn up by Monfew: 
_ Oufle, azd the Abbot Doudon his Son, and then | 
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“4ogup.this for your Entertainment; bur alfo, to acquie 
“miyiclf the beter, have taken in the Affiftance of the Ab- 
bot Doudon, my Son and your Nephew, a Learnd Man, 
“asyou know, he having gong thro’ all the Courfes of Sus 
dies with the Applaufe otf his Turors, and alfo is a fincere 
-honeft Man, who naturally fays what he thinks, and cannot 
but think. very juftly, being berter acquainted with the Las 
tinaand. Greek Languages, Philofophy and Theology, than is 
“wfial in Perfons of his Age. He {peaks Greek like Homer, 
and Latin like Cicero; he never Argues without keep- 
in@elofe to the ftridteft Rules of Syllogifme,and has parti- 
cularly apply’d himfelf to the Study of that Pare of Divinity, 
which Treats of Angels. Judge you, whether on this — 
Foot, he ought not to be rely d on, when he {peaks of De- © 
vils ? Nor is it unknown to you, that by my Reading, E 
have perfectly well inform’d myfelf concerning all the Spe- 
cies.of Spirits in the Univerfe ; of their moft wonderful 
“Operations; and in fhort, of thofe Subftances that are 
naturally plac'd betwixt Angels and Men (a); or, if you - 
had rather have it fo, which mount to a fort of degree of — 
Divinity (6) ; and that ke and I having joynd together ~ 
all chat we have on this Subject, you will be highly to 
blame, if you don’t yield to what you will prefently meer 


with in -Difcourfe. 
BR. You aft firt of all to be inform’d, That there are bork 
‘Mm Male and Female Devils; and that the latter appear’d in 
‘Be the World fome time before the former, and that they con- 
ced the Male Devils by the firft Man, during feveral 
Years, in which either out of Sullennefs, Continéhce or 
» Be sult, he wou'd not cohabit with his Wife (c). This is af 
(a) The Jews call thofe middle Sub- | were call’d Gods, Damons and He* 
A lances betwixt Men and Angels, Sa- | voes: Here are the Devils. World be- 
‘um, and the Greeks by tranfpofing | witch’d, p.16 
the Syllables, and adding but one Let- (c) Rabbi Elias fays in his 
y (et Daimonas. The Count de Gaba- | That we find in fome Books, that for 
the fpace of Three hundred Years 
| (b) According to Socrates, as quo- | that Adium abftain’d from his Wie, 
’ td by Apuleius, the Deity divided | there came to him female Devils, 
I inelf ito four parts, which did as it | whotn he impregnated, and they were 
weredefcend from Superior to Inferi- | deliver’d of Devils, Spirits, Noctur- 
and the three lait “fabdivided | nal Spectres, Phantoms, Hobgoblins 
into feveral others which | and Witches. Id. p, 161. Le*Loyer, 
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firm'd by the Rabbins, who talk as pofitively of all things 
with which they acquaint us, as if they had liv’d in the 


time when they happen'd, and had themfelves been Eye. | 
Wrrneffes of them. For my part, when I confider the po. 


fitrve Affurance with which they {peak, I cannot bring my. 
-felf to contradi€t them. They give me too much Plea. 
fure, by the extraordinary things which they teach me, nor 
to be believd. I had rather perfuade myfelf that they had 
particular Revelations, than charge them with Lying, 
when I find in their Writings any thing which I cannot 
underftand, or which feems repugnant ro Reafon: [al 
ways have a regard for wonderful Things, and think thar 
the leaft J can grant them. | ae 
“This Power which Devils are affirm’d to have in the 
Werld, does not at all furprize me, fince Philofophers 
matntain, thatthey are composd of the Four ‘Eiements (4d), 
and thar this World is alfo itfelf compos’ of the fame. | 
alfo believe that they penetrate all things, that they can in 
2 Moment fafs from cne place to another, how diftant foe- 
ver they may be, fince they are fo fine and fubtile (e) that 
the moft cOmpact and hardeft Subftances cannot inter- 


rupt their paflage, or ftop thetr Courfe. This being true, 


yudge you, whether "tis not very eafy for them co enter a 
Chamber, tho’ never fo clofely fhut, tho’ it fhou d be plated 
around with Steel of an extraordinary thicknefs, this Steel 
woud yet be porous, and thro’ thefe pores, they woud in- 
fallibly infinuate themfelves. 
 Fhave already faid, that rhe Devils began to exiftal- 
-moft’as foon as the beginning of the World : Bur will now 
tell you a great deal more; which is, That tho’ there had 
‘not been any till the very Moment in which I write this,we 
fhou'd nor yer, for the future be without them ; the reafon 
of which is, that Learned Men, nay whole Nations are 
rfuaded, that a prodigious number of Souls become De- 


‘ vils, after the Death of the Bodies which they before ant 


mated (f). The reafon why I term this number prod- 


gious, is thar thefe diabolifing Souls, are thofe of the on 
| 


Aviftotle makes the Devils to tiie, that compar'd with ours, their 
be compos’d of the Four Elements. Le | are bur thadows of Bodies. Id. 178. 
(f) The old Heathens. beliew' 
Toeodoret reprefents the Bodies | That after the diflolution of the Bodies 
| ef Damons to be fo fine, light and fub- | the Souls becaine Demons, ae a ‘ 
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ed, the ftill- born, Women dying i in Childbed,; and of Men © 
kil ‘d in Duels (g). If.you cou ‘d compute how many Souls © 
there are of this fort, which Death forces out of their Bo- 
dies within the {pace of eight Days, you woud fiad thar 
there wou’d be but too many Devils to torment us; tho” 
fome will yet make us believe, that there are good (6) and 

white ones (/); but for my part, I call thefe fimple Angels, 


and not Devils. 


thing which Men wou'd impofe on me. 
But to prove farther to you, That nothing is more-com- 
mon than Devils, which is undeniably certain; 


ereat Men, methinks we fhoud repofe great (Confidence in 
what they fay : 
multiply amongft themfelves as Men do (&), that there ate 
fomany of them in the Air, that it may be faid to be &illd 
with them (/ }; and thar thus ‘tis doubrlefs, that it happens 
that by Refpiration, or rather by Afpiration, we draw. fe- 
veral of ea into our Bedies: A fort. of wicked Guefts 
within us, whom ‘tis not our Intereft to harbour! As they 


are extremely bent ro evil, fo their malignity is idle. 


They labour as diligently as they can; bur to what.end,? 
To bring on us. Difeafes which render us impatient, ahd 
put us to very great pain ; to infeft us with Dreams, which 


Plague and difturb us 5 ( m) tO breath i into us their Wisked- 


els, 


rits,. ftill born 
| dyein Childebed, thofe killd in Duels, 
or who are guiley of fome othet Crime 


That there are fome Souls, wiich when 
feparated from their Bodies, are cturn’d 


Conclude then from this {mall Reftm@i- 
‘on, that I don’t fo eafily believe as you unagine, every 


Aor great. 
Men have affirm’d it in their Works;*and fince they are_ 


‘Tis certain, I fay, thar thefe evil Spirits 


into Demons tor their Sing ; and rhat 
thererm oftheir firft Punifhment: be- 


ing expir’d, they are to wander in 
the Air, and there endure extreme 
Hunger, it being impoffible for them 
to pet {o.much.as-one fingle Blade of 
Grafs from the Earth, or to refrefh 
themfelves with any thing elfe befides 


what: Men give them out of Charity. 


World bewitch? d, 1.89. 
The Sramefe acknowledge no other 
Demons than the Souls of wicked Meri, 


who iffue out of Hell wherethey were 
derai: "’d, wander for a certain fpace 
(oftimein the World, and make Men 


do all’ the Evil they can. They al- 


amongft the unhappy SPle 


of the like macure., of 


Amongft the Pagans there were 
good andevil Angels, Jd. p. 21. 

(4) Leo Africunus fays, That the 
African So'cerers invok’d the Waire 
Deutls. Bodin’s Damonomanta, p.. 126- 

(k) Gregory Nyffinheld, That De- 
mons. multiply’d amongtt themfelves, 
as Mendo. Count de Gahale, p. 104. 


(1) St. Athavafius in the Life ~ 
of St, Anthmy, That the Air, is. fullof 


Demons, Mercurius Trtfmeg ities jays 
the fan.e. Delivto fit. Mag, p. 
273%. 

(m) Pythagoras beliew’d, ‘That che 


Air was iull ot Demens ‘apd Spirits 


which 
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nefs, and engage us to practice it, in order to render y 
equally Criminals with themfelves. I here unfold to you 
‘Myfteries, certainly hitherto unknown to you; make a 
profitable ufe of them ; think as I do, and you will think 
right. 

“Tho’ there is fuch a vaft nutnber of Devils, that icfeems 
Impofiible to fix ir, yet a Perfon, who particularly apply‘d 
himfelf to that Study, has at laft artain d that Knowledge: 

He knew how many there are, as exactly as if he had told 
“em all over one by one, and madethem pafs by before him. 

He affuresus then,that there are Seven millions,four hundred 
-and five, thoufand nine hundred and rwenry-fix (x), Errors 

ain Computation excepted, adds he. I like him very well 

for this prudent: reftriction ; for in fhort, as it 1s pro- 
bable, that the Air being quite full of them, as I have jut 
been faying, and that confequently their whole number 
muft be much larger, we may reafonably believe that he 
only meant the particular number of thofe who inhabited 

the Country where he wrote. Do juftice, I-befeech you, 

to my Reflection, which I think I had reafon to make. I 
have already told you, that they are compos'd of the Four 
‘Elements, and that ‘tis for that Reafon thar they frequently 
~difpofe of them ar their pleafure : But ‘tis alfo’ rrue thar 
they are fometimes terribly bandy’d about by thefe very 
‘Elements ; and that when a Devil expects a quiet refidence 
“on the Earth, even at the Moment when he leaft thinks 
won't, he’s difpatch‘d fo far, that he’s carry’d to the Regionof Hy 
Fire, from thence hurry’d into the Air, and then into the 
“Water (0) ; when finding himfelf thrown out on all fides, he 
-mixes with tempeftuous Hurricanes, and infinuares himfelf 

into the Winds; where he makes a terrible noife to re- 


f 


which fent hither Dreams and Difeafes. [ Bodin, p. 404. De Lanere, p. 27. 
“Le Loyer, p. 184. | (0) Empedocles fays, That the wick- 
ge: (8) Fobn Wier in his Book de Pre- | ed Demons are fo hated by the Ele 
has drawn up an Inventory of | ments, that they thruft chem from one 
the Diabolical Monarchy, with the | toanother, and fhove them fomerimes 
Names and Sir-names of Seventy-two | intothe Region of the Air, now into 
Princes, and Seven millions four hun- {| the Sea, then to the Earth, and ato- 
“dred and five thoufand nine hundred | ther times tothe Elementof Fire; 
and twenty-fix Devils, errors of Com- | into the Sun- beams, and fromthe ite 
“putation only excepted, adding their | into Winds and Scorms. Le Loyer, 
“Qualities<and Properties, andto what | p. 184. 
mayferyve when invok’d. | 


— 


a 


= » 
ats, 
“ay 
4 
a 
3 
‘ 
az 
a 
% 
+ 
2 
ae 
q 
* 


& 


yenge himfelf on the Elements; on the Waters, for inftance,' 


by raifing Storms, and putting them into continual Agita-— 


tions; on the Earth, by irradicating its Trees, and dee 
ftroying as much as he can, the Fruits which it produces; 
‘; which certainly there is no reafon at that time to ac- 
knowledge him for the Director of that Element ; a Qua- 


liry which fome have attributed to Demons (p) ; and if 


what others have thought, is true, Thar the Stars are 
plac’'d where they are, for no other reafon than to prevent 


the Devils afcending into the Heavens (4); what fhou'd 


hinder our believing that the wicked Angels, pufh’d on 
yet farther by a revengefull Spirit, intermix with the In- 


fences of the Stars, in order to corrupt them, and convey 


ro us with them, fo many Evils, of which we feel but too 
many Effects, but are not able to comprehend their Caufe ; 
We torment ourfelves in endeavouring to difcover it, with- 


out being able ro compafs our End. Ah! how much— 


Pains wou'd be fpar'd, if Men, like me, fhou’d turn over 
fo many Books, which they won't once allow a reading, 
or read them without fufficient Application to enable 
them to penetrate into their deepeft Secrets. — 


I wou'd willingly here acquaint you to what length the 


Devils have Power to extend the duration of their Lives (7), 
but I have fo many other things to fay to you, that I fha 
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very probable, that the 
Chaldeans and Perftans obierving that 
Human Affairs were here below fub- 
great Viciffitudes, which.came 
tothem from Heaven; thence took 
occafion to forge Two Supreme Dei- 
ues, the one call’d Aromafdes, tor the 
Dire&tion of Heaven, and the other 
/r'manius tor the Earth; and the Re- 
mans fubftituted in their Places Jsps- 
ter ond Pluto, and atrervvards the De- 
vils came to be acknowledg’d to fup-— 
ply the place of the latter. World be- 
witch'd, 

(q) Mabomet in his Alcoran, feigns 
the Stars to be the Centinels of Hea- 


ven, to keep the Devils from ap- | 


Proaching it, and prying into the Se- 
of COD. 

Heftod ditinguifhes. four Spe- 
cits of Rational Natures, Gods, De- 


mons, Demi-Gods of Heroes, and | 


Men. He goes farther, he fpecifies 


the duration of the Life of Damons; 
for “tis as well of Daemons, as 
Nymplis, that he {peaks in the place 
here cited; and Plutarch underftands 
him fo, A Crow, fays Hefiod, lives 
nine times as long as 2 Man; a Stag 
four times as long as aCrow; a Rae 
ven thrice as long as.a Stag; the Phee- 
nix nine times as long as 2 Raven; 


and laftly, the live ten times 


as long as the Phoenix. One wou'd 
not be apt to take this Computation 
for any thing above a Poetical Rant, 
below the Thoughts of a Philofopher, 
and even the Imitation of a Poet; be- 


caufe as yoid of all Poetical Grace as. 


Truth. But Plutarch is not of this 


 Opinien, He feeing, that fuppofing 


the Lite of Man is Seventy Years, 
which is its ordinary duration, the 


| Demons muft live Six hundred and 
| cighty 


ans 
~ 
| 3 3 
| 
| e ‘ e 44 
nid 
; 
| 
| 
| 
é 
0 
3 
t 
“We 
. 


| 


176 The HISTORY of 


mot dwell on that Subject ; if you fhew never (0 little In: 
clination to be inform’d concerning it, I will point out the 
Authors which may inftruct you ; but yer I will nor doit, 
without you promife to read them as I do, with refped, 
and confidence in them. | wi: 
After having Treated of the Original, Nature and Num. 
‘ber of Devils; I proceed to their Apparitions. I will not 
tell you what I have feen ; for ‘rwiil be in vain for me to 
alledge my Eyes to you for Witneffes, according to your. 
A laudable Cuftem, becaufe I pafs with you for one thar is 
extremely deluded; you wou’d be fure to charge them 
; with being Impoftors. I fhall then content myfelf with 
drawing up a Particular of what I have met with mot 
- authentic on this Subject, in the Books of thofe Authors 
which have in amanner exhauited it. Is it really credi- 
ble, if Devils did not appear, that fo many Learned Men 
woud have fo pofitively affirm’d it; have told us what time 
they appeard, and have particulariz’d fo many remarkable 
Circumftances of all the various manners of their Appear- 
_ gng? We learn from.them, that the Devils commonly fhew 
themfelves in the Night betwixt Friday and Saturday, or at 
: Noon (:s); that to form for themfelves the fhape in which 
they,pleafe to appear, they choofe a favourable Wind, and 
a full Moon, (¢) ; that when the Figure they affume is that 
ofa Man, ‘tis always frightfull and ill proportion’d (u); 
for 
eighty tho:fand four hundred Years, The Conjurers burnt at Pars, 
and-not being able to conceive the | averr’d, That when the Devil wou'd 
‘poflibility of coming at any inftance | form an aerial Body for his ufe, ‘%s 
‘of the Demons living fo long, chofe | requifite the Wind thou’d favour hin, 
‘rather to conclude, that H:fiod by the | andthe Moon be inthe Full, Deli 
Word, the Age of Man, underftood | Difquifit. Mag. p. 302. 
. “only one fingle Year. Hsftory of (uw) It Satan aflume an Humai 
‘cles, p. 69,70, 71- | Shape; always with fome defici- 
Evil Spirits may appear rather ency,-or extravagant difproportiol; 
‘nthe Night than by Day; and onthe | either too black, or roo White, orto? 
Night bevwixt Friday and, Saturday, | Red; too. Big, or too lite. De La 
‘rather than thofe betwixt other Days, | mere, p.34. 
Bodin, 245- Sorcerers depofe, That the evil Spi 
‘ "The Noon-day Demon appearing | ‘rits who fhew themf{elves in Hyman 
‘in the fhape of a Woman, wasnam’d | Shape, are commonly Black, and 14 
Empufa. This was'a Demon, who, | ‘ler thanordinary, or no bigger 
‘according to the Scholiaft on /7ifto- | George Agricola, ‘in 
pbanes, in ranis, was fent by Heca- | Spirstebus Subtervancw 
. : «fe, and appear’d only to miferable de- |. Mandragora; a familiar Devil, a 
Apairing Wretches, and that at the the fhape of a little beardlefs blac 
Hour of Twelve. Le Loyer; 1597. Man, with difhevell’d Hair. 
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Monfieur Ou FL E. 
fr inftance, very black, extreme big, or very little ; if 
that of Woman, that inftead of Feet, ‘twill have’ Dra- 
sons Heads (x), or appear like a Widow in black Cloaths, 
but cruel, breaking the Legs and Arms of thofe whom fhe 


meets (7); that they Meramorphofe themfelves into Elms, 


Rivers, Dogs and Oaks (z), into Birds which preditt fu= 


ture Events, being fhut up in Cages (a), inro Lawyers (0), 


into Straws, into Sows (c), into a Mats of Gold 


min Judge was not afraid. to tear off 
his Arms, and throw him into the 
Fire. Delviol. 4. Incredul. Sear. §9. 

Schottius has caken from George 
gricola his Defcription of the Maun- 
cain Devils ; he fays, That they take 
up their refidence in the Mines which 
are under the Mountains; thac chey 
are cruel, and’ appear in horrible 
thapes; thacthey inceflantly difturb 
aid torment the Labowrers in the 
Mines; fome call them Mowntiineers, 
becaufe they commonly appear very 
little, being fcarce three Feet high,look 
old, and aifuume the fhape of Workmen 
inthe Mine, being drefs’d in a Watfte- 
coat and Apron both of Leather. 
World bewitch’d, 1. 288. 

(x) The Lamia, were Forelt Dx- 
mois, in the fhape of Women, who 
inttead of Feet, had conceal’d Dra- 
gons Heads. Le Loyer, 199. 

(y) The Ruffians tear and reve- 
reace the Meridian Demon, who ap- 
pears in Mourning, in a Widow’s 
drefs, at Mowing and Harvelt-time, 
breaking the Arms and Legs of the 
Mowers and Reapers, if they don’c 
proftrate themfelyes on the Ground 
When they fee her,. Camerayius’s Hi- 
fiorical Meditations, tom, 1. 10. 

(x) Some Hiftorians fay, That the 
Devil talk’d with cApollonims in the | 
hape of an Elm, with Pyrbagoras, 
mcthat of a River, with Simon Mogus 
in that of a Dog, and with fume o- 
‘ers im that ot an Oak. 
Apology. 29. \ 

(2) Magicians force the Demon 
© unite with Birds; and fuffer them- 
elves to be fhut up in'Cages, Fobn 
Leo fays, That the Africans make a | 
Publick Frade of it: Thofe whocon- 


on tuture Kyents, pay them | 


( d ); into 
Lettuce 


| with a piece of Mony for their Owners; 


and aiter having taken it, the fame 
Birds bring back the Anfwer in their 
Bills, writténon a little ferip of Pa- 
Iner. p- §9- 

(b) Wier fays, lL. 4. de Pr aftigtts c.g. 


‘That the Devil pleaded a Caufe in the 


fhape of an Advocate in Germany, 


having heard that the adverfe Party 


had by Proteftation given himfelf to 
the Devil in cafe he had taken his 
Laidlord’s Mony, the Diabolical Ad- 


-vocate, immediately quitted the Bar, 
_and before all the SpeGtators carry’d off 
the perjut’d Wreich. 


(c) Frotffard menticns 2 Gentleman 
naimn’d Ramond, in the County of Co- 


raffe, near Ortays (a Town where the 
Counts de Forx generally refide,) who 


bragg’d ot a Spiritor Demon, whoin- 


form’d him of all that pafs’d in the 


World, prefenting himfelf to him in- 
_vifibly, fometimes at Nine at Nighr, 


and ac other times at Midnight, and 
taik’d with him: But ac laft he en- 
gaz’d himto appear, what refiltance 
foever the Demon made to his Curio- 


fitys The firft time whillt Ramond 
Was putting on his Shoes and Stock- 


ings, he turn’d himfelf into the fhape ° 
, of two or three little Straws; fighting 
with one another. 


Ramond not con- 
tent withthis, wou’d have Orton {for 


hecall’?d him) thew himfelf in an- 
other fhase; he thén appear’d in that 


of a very large, but'very lean, Sow; 
on which Ramond who did not believe 
this Sow to be his Devil, fet his Dogs 
at her, whereupon fhe made a difimal 
Noife and vanilh’d; atier which he 
never heard any. more of either the 


Sow, or Crton; burt dy’d within 


Year. | 


(4) A Demon cransf@m'd itfelfin= 
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Lettuce (2), into frozen Trees, into Monks, Affes and 
Wheels (7), into Horfes (g), into Dragons (h), into Beg- 
gars (1), and alfo that they have prefum’d to affume the 
fhape of the great Jewith Legiflator (k).° Thefe. Authors 
have alfo obferv'd, thar the Devils have never been known 
to appear in the fhape of Doves, Sheep, or Lambs (@). 
After fuch a great number of Relations cited from fo 
many different Authors, you woud have me be Incredv- 
fous ! You woud have me fay, with you, thar all thisis 
falfe; you wou'd in fhort, thar after having for many 
“Years ran thro’ fuch a prodigious Courfe of Reading which 
has perfuaded, and convinc’d me; that I fhow’d inftantly 
believe the contrary to what I have fo long believd! 


t> a Mafs of Gold in the prefence of | (1) At Ephefus, Apollonius Tyanew 
Sts.Antony. Le Loyer, gio. was defir’d by the Citizens to drive 
» (@), A Demon chang’o itfelf into a | away the Pelt which then reigyd 
Lettuce, before a Nun, according-to | there. He commanded them to Sa 
S:. Gregory, 1, Dsalog. crifice to the Gods ; after which. he 
_.(f) According to Gaquin, Hiftor. | faw. the Devil in the thape of a Beg- 
France. inthe time of Philsp the Fasy, | gar, in very ragged Cloaths. He or- 
a Demon preienteditfelf to aMonkin | der’d the People there affembled 
the feverai thapes of a Tree cover’d | ftone tinat Beggar ; which they ac 
oer with Frof, a black Man on | cordingly did, and the Scones being 
Horfeback, 2 Monk, an Affe, and a | taken off by the dire&ion of Apollo 
Wheel. | ning, there was found. under the 
_(g) The Demon of Annabere kill’d | Heap, inftead of a Man, a black Dog, 
above Twelve Miners with the blaft | which was thrown into the Jakes, 
of his Mouth, inthe Mine call’d, Tye | and the Plague ceas’d. Le Loyer, 
Crown of the Rofe: He appear’d in| p. 310. | 
the figure of a Horfe, Le Loyer, | _ (k) In the Reign of the Emperor 
P- 491- Theodofius the Younger, the Jews 
_ (b) At Lavimtum was a Grove con- habiungCandsa, were follicited by 4 
decrated tothe Argole Juno, and in | Devil (who pretended to be their Lee 
at 2 vety long aud deep Cave, in } giflator Mofes, fent from Heaven) to 
which harbour’d a Dragon ; and ge- quit al] their Eftates and Goods, pro- 
nerally 6nacertain Day of the Year | mifing them, that he wou’d condué 
certain Virgins were appointed tocar- | them to a dry Country: They be 
ry him Food ; which was perform’d | liev’d him; and he led them co the 
an the following manner, according to } Top of a Rock, and commanded 
félian, 1.19. c. 16. De Hiftovsa ani- | them to throw themfelves into the 
maltem. Thefe young Women had | Sea, which they accordingly aid, and 


& 


theit Eyes bound with a leathern | moftof them weredrownd. Socra- 


Thong, Cakes’in their.Hands, and ,| tes Fecleftaftical Hiftory, 1. 7.¢. 38. 
were led to the Grotto, where the (1) The Devils have never yet put 
Dragon was, by a Dxmoniacal Exha- | on the fhape of a Dove, that of a 
Jation, withour ever Stumbling any | Sheep, nor that of a Lamb, {ays 
more than if their Eyes had been lett | Delrso, Difjuifit. Magic. p. 304 
open; when they came to him, he | 
-wou'd not much the-Cakes of any | . ove 
were not Virgins. | 
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Monfiear Ourte 


{fhall not do any fuch thing ; bur fhall believe as formerly, 


(ill you have provd to me, that you, who have never pub- 
li’d any thing, are yet more credible than thofe great 
Men, who after having apply'd themfelves with all poffible 
Attention to the thorough difcovery of Devils, have carry d 
their Labours, and extended their Goodnefs fo far as to 
impart their Knowledge tous, 

Here ended, the firft past’ of this,furprizing Difcourfe: 
callit furprizing,becaufe I am perfuaded that all who readit, 
will alfo be aftonith'd, amaz’d and furprizd, to fee a Man 
atfuch a great expence of Reading, and apply it to fuch — 
an extravagant Ufe, that all the Advantage he can draw 
from it, is to Prove, That he is neither deluded’ nora — 
Vifionary for any other Reafon, than becaufe he has Read 
much. Tho’ I find myfelf ac prefent under a violent Lem- 
ptation to enlarge on Remarking the Ridiculeufnefs of this 
Difcourfe, I fhall yer be filent, fince Noncrede’s Anfwer 
will hereafter fufficiently fhew it. And therefore I enzreat 
the Reader to continue on reading thefe ridiculous Imper- 
tinencies without being tired, in hopes of feeing the Subject - 
prefently treated as ir ought; that is, with Wife and Judi- 
tious Arguments, which will ferve as fo many Preferva, 
tives againft the Evil which they may have occafion’d, . or 
Remedies againft the Mifchief -which they may already 
have done to thefe,- who like Monf. Oufle, are unhappily 
prepoffefs'd in favour of them, and believe every thing 


-wnich humours their fidiculous Bigotry. 


pe 


The Difcourfe concerning Devils, compos’ A by Mon- 


_ fieur Oufle and his Son the Abbot Doudon, and 

fent to Noncredé. 
M Onficur Oafle thus continues to difplay all that he and 
his Son the Abbot Doudon have read, all that they 


have heard, and all that they have ferioufly thought and 
conceiv d concerning Devils, and all manner of Diabolical 


ractices, 
Brother, 


. 

> 
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:  Btother, I don’tdoubr but you have heard talk of Incubus’; 
‘andSuecubus's ;that isto fay, of thofe who have lain with and 
‘abus’d Women, (thefe are Incubufes) and thofe who having 
affum'd the fhape of Women, (who are Succubufes) excite 
Men to commit Crimes, which you clearly enough con 
 €eive, without its being neceffary ro mention them. If 
you are ftill to queftion the Lafiviou{nefs of ‘thefe 
Evil Spirits ; attend to what I Have ro fay'to You, 'to re. 
move your Doubts, and engage you to believe ir. Bu 
yet don’t expect here ro play the Philofopher, I mean, thar 
I fhou’d make ufe of pompous Arguments, to prove to you 
thar Devils may, as well as Men be lewd and incontinent; 
and to explain to you in whar manner they practice their 
Incontinence and latfivioufnefs, (no more being neceffary 
to that end, than to put you in mind, that they can change 
themfelves into Men and Women, and accordingly do 
whatever Men and Women do). But as I always believe 
whatever is related, tho Iam not inform’d of the 
- Tity and manner of its happening, I don’t fee why you 
’  fhou'd on this Account be lefs Credulous than I am; and 
_ therefore to the end that you may believe as I do, I pro- 
ceed to inform you of what I know, and whae I have been 
engagdtobelieve. j= 
_ *Tis certain, that there is nothing fo pleafing to Devils, 
asthe committing of the gréateft Crimes : This Propofiti- 
on being inconteftable, we are not then to doubt, that thiey 
had much rather abufe a-marry’d Woman than a Virgin; 
which the Dzmonographers alfo tell us (a), being per- 
fuaded that their Relations will be believ’d, fince they 
are founded on the maligniry of Demons, which all the 
World allows, and of which no body doubts. “ 
~ <“§fF I was nor afraid of fullying your Imagination, | 
-wou'd in this place recite what Authors tell us of the 
, ) Pains which Women endure when they Converfe with De- 
-wils, and why they fuffer them (4); but for Modefty 


(2) An old Maid has difcover’d to | ferv'd for himfelf a very fine one 

| us; That the Devil fcarce evér ufes | (whom fhe fam’d to us) till the 
tOdccompany with Virgins, becaufe | fhuu’d be marry’d; but wou'd not 
: ‘he cannot commit Adultery with | difhonour her before, as tho’ the Sin 
them ; fo that he ftays till they are | of corrupting Virginity, were 10 

| mMarry’d; She alfo told us, That the | great enough, De Lancer. p. 218. 
common report amongft them was, (b) I fhall not be more 
that the Mafter of the Sabbath re- | than Monficur Oufle ; for which «i 
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{ will pafs over the Circumftances ; tho’ I’m apt to think 
that the pafticularizing them might. contribute to .bring 
you in fome meafure off from your Incredulity. For 
know by my own Experience, that nothing is more per- 
{uafive, than Relations attended with ftrong Circumftances. 
J fay again, if I fhou’dtell you what I know on this Sub. 
ject, you’d blufh indeed at the hearing the particulars; bur 


~wou'd not lefs believe them than I do. You woud con- . 


clude, that fince Authors cou’d determine to publifhduch 
Relations, and to entreat a Licenfe to Prinr.them, they 
muft be fore'd to it by the truth of them. | 

‘Tis fo true thar the Devils beget Children, that ‘us ac 
knowledg’d, that their Iffue are perfectly diftinguifh’d in 
the World from others, and have a Name given them to 
exprefs this diftin@tion, thar Men may not be deceiy'd wath 
regard to them. ©’Tis known, becaufe it has been very of- 
ten obferv’d, that they are very froward, fo ravenous, that 
they fuck feveral Women dry; fo heavy that they can 
{carce be carry’d ; but yet fo lean that the Bones come thro’ 
their Skin, and what is happy for the Country where they 
are born, is, that their Life is very fhort (c). I fay hap- 
py for their Country; for being the production of wicked 
Spirits, what Mifchief wou'd they not do in the World, .if 
they fhou'd live as long as other Men? But yet there have. 
been fome of thefe Children of Iniquity, who have ex- 
ceeded the term allorted for rheir Life. One Merlin (4), 
for inftance, and fome others, who have not been known to 
die, becaufe they have vanifh'd, and probably went to live — 
elfewhere (c). 

How 


fon I fhall noz in Explanation of what | (4) Authors have thought that 


he has faid, produce the Pafiages out | Merlin was begotten by an Incubus, 
of the Books, from whence he had | who accompany’d with a King’s 
them, and which occafion’d-his fpeak- | Daughter who was a Nun in a Moua~ 
ing in this manner; I wou'd fay, page | ftery ac Kaermerlin. De Lancre p- 230- 
134,224, 225. of the Inconftancy of | Naude, p. 313. 
Demons, by de Lancre. God forbid } Ps In the Reign of Roger King of 
that I fhou’d ftain this Hiftory: with Sicily, a young Man bathing himfelf 
fuch Filthinefs. {-on a bright Moon-light Night with 
(c) The Succubus Children, (which | feveral others, thought he faw 2 Pere 
Gulielmus Pavifienfis calls Champs, fon drowning, after whom he plung’d 
and the Geramans Gambions,) are fro- { into the Water, found “twas a Wo- 


ward, dry up five Nurfes co fuckle oan, drew her out, fell in Love 


them; they are very heavy, and very | with her, marry’d her, and had a Child 
lean. Le Loyer, p. 432. Bodin, p. 210. | byher. But afterwards the difappeard, 
De Laneve, Pp. 232,233. Buther in his | and alfo che Child, which fhe ftole, 
Tzole~Talk. determiues their Ages to | when he was fwimming. De Lan- 
Seven Yoars, N3 ere; p.236 (f) ae 


» 


« 
ce 
} 
If 
Ca 
ac 
. 
y 


io The HISTORY of 
« Brother, I don’tdoubr but you have heard talk Of Incubus’; 
~andSuecubus's ;that isto fay, of thofe who have lain with and 
abus'd Women, (thefe are Incubufes) and thofe who having 
affaum'd the fhape of Women, (who are Succubufes) excite 
“Men to commit Crimes, which you clearly enough con: 
without its being neceffary ro mention them. [If 
you are ftill inclin’'d to queftion the Lafivioufnefs of ithe 
Evil Spirits ; attend to what I Have to fay'to You, 'to te. 
your Doubts, and engage you to believe ir. Bui 
¥ yet don't expect here to play the Philofopher, I mean, thar 
I fhou'd make ufe of pompous Arguments, to prove to you 
that Devils may, as well as Men be lewd and incontinent; 
and to explain to you in what manner they practice their 
Incontinence and latfivioufnefs, (no more being neceflary 
to that end, than to put you in mind, that they can change 
themfelves into Men and Women, and accordingly do 
whatever Men and Women do). But as I always believe 
wharever is related, tho’ I am not inform’d of the poflibi- 
lity and manner of its happening, I don’t fee why you 
’  fhou'd on this Account be lefs Credulous than I am; and 
- therefore to the end that you may believe as I do, I pro- 
ceed to inform you of what I know, and whae I have been 
’ *Tis certain, that there is nothing fo pleafing to Devils, 
as the committing of the gréateft Crimes : This Propofiti- 
on being inconteftable, we are not then to doubt, that they 
had much rather abufe a-marry’'d Woman than a Virgin; 
which the Dezmonographers alfo tell us (a), being per- 
fuaded that their Relations will be believ’d, fince they 
are founded on the maligniry of Demons, which all the 
‘World allows, and of which no body doubts. 
“Ef I was not afraid of fullying your Imagination, | 
wou'd in this place recite what Authors tell us of the 
Pains which Women endure when they Converfe with De- 
‘ils, and why they fuffer them (4); but for Modefty - 


(a) An old Maid has difcover’d to | ferv'd for himfelf a very fine on 
4s; That the Devil fcarce evér ufes | (whom fhe fam’d to us) till the 
to dccompany with Virgins, becaufe | fhuu’d be marry’d ; bus wou'd no 

‘he cannot commit Adultery with | difhonour her before, as tho’ the Sin 
them ; fo that he ftays till they are | of corrupting Virginity, were 
Marry’d; She allo told us, That the | great enough, De Lancer. p. 218. P 
common report amongft them was, (b) I fhall not be more immode 
that the Mafter of the Sabbath re- ) than Monficur Oufle ; for which he 
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{ will pafs over the Circumftances ; tho’ I’m apt ro think 
that the pafticularizing them might. contribute ay 904.3 
you in fome meafure off from your Incredulity. For £ 
know by my own Experience, that nothing is more per- 
{uafive, than Relations attended with ftrong Circumftances. 
I fay again, if I fhou’d tell you what I know on this Sub- 
ject, you’d blufh indeed at the hearing the particulars; bur 


~wou'd not lefs believe them than I do. You woud con-. 


clude, that fince Authors cou’d determine to publifheduch 
Relations, and to entreat a Licenfe to Print.them, they 
muft be fore’d to it by the truth of them. | 

‘Tis fo true that the Devils beget Children, that ‘tis acy 
knowledg’d, that their Iffue are perfectly diftinguifhd in 
the World from others, and have a Name given them to 
exprefs this diftin@tion, thar Men may not be decejyd wath 
regard to them. Tis known, becaufe it has been very of- 
ten obferv'd, that they are very froward, fo ravenous, that 
they fuck feveral Women dry; fo heavy that they can 
{carce be carry’d ; but yet fo lean that the Bones come thro’ 
their Skin, and what is happy for the Country where they 
are born, is, that their Life is very fhort (c). I fay hap- 
py for their Country ; for being the production of wicked 
Spirits, what Mifchief wou'd they not do in the Werld, .if 
they fhou'd live as long as other Men? But yet there have 
been fome of thefe Children of Iniquity, who have ex- 
ceeded the term allotted for rheir Life. One Merlin (4), 
for inftance, and fome others, who have not been known to 
dic, becaufe they have vanifh’d, and probably went to live 
elfewhere (c). 

How 


fon I fhall not in Explanation of what | (4) Authors have thought that 
he has faid, produce the Paffages out | Merlin was begotten by an Incubus, 
of the Books, from whence he had | who accompany’d with a King’s 
them, and which occafion’d-his fpeak- | Daughter who was a Nun in # Moua~ 
in? in this manner; I.wou'd fay, page | ftery at Kaermerlin. De Lancre p- 230- 
134,224, 225. of the Inconflancy of | Naude, p. 313. om 
Demons, by de Lancre. God forbid Pos In the Reign of Roger King of 
that I fhou’d ftain this Hiftory with | Sicily, a young Man bathing himfelf ; 
fuch Bilthinefs. {-on a bright Moon-light Night with 
(c) Thé Succubus Children, (which | feveral others, thought he faw a Pere 
Gulielmus Pavifienfis calls Champs, | fondrowning, after whom he plung’d 
and the Germans Gambions,) are fro- into the Water, found “twas a Wo- 
ward, dry up five Nurfes to fuckle Naan, drew her out, fell in Love 
them; they are very heavy, and very | with her, marry’d her, and had a Child 
lean. Le Loyer, p. 482. Bodin, p. 210. | by her. Butafterwards the difappeard, 
De Lamerve, p. 232,233. Buther in his | and alfo the Child, which fhe itole, - 
Tx5le-Talk determines their Ages to | when he was fwimming. De Lan 
Seven Years, N 3 CTC, (f) Ae 
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How many Virgins thinking they. enjoy'd’ ‘the Perfons 
whom they lov’d have found themfelves. abus'd by De- 
vils (7)! How many Men-have had Devils for their Mi- 
ftreffes (<)! Thofe whohave had to do with Devils, be- 
Heving them to be Human Creatures, haye not long con. 
‘tine’d in that Miftake ; for thefe evil Spirits rake pleafure 
‘in'difcovering the Cheat ; 3 and fome of them have i imprint. 
--¢d@on Women at their departure, fuch Marks as have con- 
them thar they have been deceivd (+). 
But let us have done with this Subject, which fuggefts 
nafty Idea’s, and: proceed ‘to others lefs filthy Diaboli. 
cal Practices. | 

: The Learned, who have treated of Devils, have not for: 
‘gotten, as you may well think,to {peak of Demeniacs ; for 
‘on thefe potfefs’d Wrerches, thar the Devils triumph ; 

| in them that they rule with fuch an abfolute Power, 
that they equally difpofe of. both Soul and Body ; of their 
Souls by perverting their Judgment, and making them fay 
whatthey pleafe ; of their Bodies by diftorting their Mem- 
bers in) the moft terrible manner ; becaufe they delight to 
make ufe of thefe Diftortions to affright the Spectators, and 
“intimidate thofe who endeavour to eject them. Will you 
believe what I am going to tell you! ! Tis, that thefe De 
méns*fo exactly nick their time to caufe the poffefs'd 
Wretches to do whatever they pleafe, thar they never mifs 
of fitecels 3 ; and tis by the Courfe of the ‘Moon that they 


J 


was Benedetto B:ryna, who the 


tf) At €. Cagliari i in the Ifle of Szr- 
fpaceof Forty Years cohabi:ed witha 


jinia, 2 young Woman of Quality 


lov’d a Gentleman without his know- 
iug it: The Devil affum’d his fhape, 
clandeltinely marry’d the young Lady, 
enjoyd, and then abandon’d ker. The 
Eady one Day after meeting the Gen- 
tlemaa; and not finding his treatment 
to exprefs at ail his acknowledging her 
for his Wife, fhe reprosch’d tim for 
his coolness but at lait being con- 
Vv: inc’d that *cwas the Devil thar had 
abus’d her, the did Penance. De Lan- 
ere has with. a great yery much 
enlarg’d this Story, in bis Book: of the 
Inecpftancy of Pamens. p. 218, 
afizms to have known a Man of the 


Succubys, whom. he_call’d Hex meline 


Human fhape, and fpake to her, fo 


| gin; but found hiynteif an the Arms 


Age Of Seventy-five, whole Name | 


her, 


carry’d her with him every where in 


that feveral heard her fpeak ; but fee~ 
ing no body, took him to be mad.) 
Another, ove Piet; kept one for 
Thirry Years, under the Name of 
Florina. Delancre, p. 215. 

A Soldier eujoy’d a beautiful 


of the putrity’d Carkafs of a Beaft. 
Guil. Pavifiinfis p. ult. De 
Difquifisione Magica, ps 300, 

(2) The Devil imprinted a’ Ser-, 
penton the Belly of Attia, the Mo- — 
ther of after having abusd 
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tormented by Devils, according tothe — 


govern themfelves (/): for that Planet is very affiftant to 
Sorcerers, Magicians, and confequenrly, to their Mafters 


the Devils. The Diftortions, Convulfions and°Grimaces 


of the Poffefs'd,: augment or diminifh, as fhe increafes or 
decreafes. If thole who undertake to caft Devils out Of 
the Bodies of Dxemoniacs, knew this, they woud not Be 


atfo much Pains to fucceed in their Defign ; they woud 


go towork when the Moon is in the declénfion ; and then 
the Devil's Power being as weak asthe Light of that Pla- 
net, they wou'd eafily force him out: For in the Poffeiion 
of Demoniacs, ’tis very rate. to meet with Devils fo oblig- 
ing, as the Story, who agreed with the Fews to énter nro 
the Emperor’s Daughter, and to depart at their Command, 


to promote their Inrereft (k). It muft alfo be dwird that 
evil Spirirs don’t always torment rhofe whom they poffefs ; 


they frequently affrighten, more than hurt them, , often 
they tickle them (/) and make them laugh fo hearcily, ‘thar 
one wou'd be apt to fay, (and I believe ‘tis fo) thar they feel 
an extreme Pleafure. They alfo caufe them to be’admird, 
by making them fpeak feveral Languages, without their 
ever having taken the Pains to learn them (m). If- tliey do 


nothing worfe, one wou'd be glad to divert onefelf with 


them, and Jet them alone; but they often make Con- 
tracts (mn), they exact a Confent to them, by which the 


Wretches give themfelves to them;-thefe are Contracts 


| a Devil, promis’d to poffefs the Ems 
peror’s Daughter, and’ to’ leave ‘her 
Courfe of the Moon. Le Loyer , | asfoon as they fhou’d command him; 
362. which he a:cordingly did they 
(k) The Emperor Titus Vefpafian, | in reward obraind the’ reVocation of 
having taken erufalem, publifh’dan | the Edi&. Le Loyer, p. 
Edit again the Jews obferving their (1) Demoniacs have been feen to 
Sabbath and Cireumcifion, command- | have been hoiited in the Air, tickled 
ing them to eat all forts of Meats | on the Soles of their Feét, and incefe 
without diftin@ion, and lie with | fanctly laughing. Bodin. p. 
their Wives at thofe times which were ( m) Others have ‘been heard fi peak- 
forbidden by their Law. Hereupon.| ing Languages*which they had never 
this, they defir’d Rabbi Simeon learu’d. Id. Ps» 
Was fam'd amongft them for working‘ The’ Hiftory of the Devils of 
of Miracles) to Petition the Emperor |™Loudun fays, pag. 1§3. Thatthe De- 
to foften this Edict: Simeon fet for- | vil Levsathcn, was ford to furren- 
ward on his Journey with Rabbi | der 'a Concract compos’d of the Flefh 
E’etxar » aud in their way they meta | of aChiid’s Heart, and the Afhes ot 
Devil nam’d Banthamelson, who de- | a burnt Holt, taken on a Sabbath az 


(s) Demoniacs are more or leis 


‘fi’d to be admitted into their Com- | Ovdeans, 


pany, and owning tothem that he was 
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which cannot be revok’d, but by a Supernatural Power (0), 
which we cannot be always fure of obtaining ; ‘tis fo much 
the more difficult to drive them out of the Body of thof 
whom they. believe to belong to them, by reafon, that ffe- 


-guently feveral of them joyn together (p), to take the fafter_ 


hold, and refift with the greater Vigor. All this is certain, 
and I will not enlarge any more on this Head to convince 
syou ; our Religion does nor allow us to doubr of ir. 


a Some Authors have prerended to rank amoneft the fe- 


_veral Species of Devils, fome who are not {fo wicked as 
others, who fometimes do agreeable Services; bur they 
don’t ftretch their Number fo far as to compare it with 
thar of thofe who are wholly wicked; they allow of no 
more than Thirty thoufand of this fort (7). Certainly they 
muft have made very diligent fearch to be able to fix the 
gwmber fo exactly. We ought to be very thankful to thofe 
who have taken this pains; for twoud have been very dif- 
ficult for us to have Rented fo well as they; twoud bethe 
higheft pitch of Ingratitude, to allow: them no other Re- 
ward for their Labour, than Incredulity ; this is certainly 
what I fhall never be guilty of. 
_ Amongft thefe Thirry thoufand, are the wanton Demons, 
Familiar Spirits, Lutins, or Wreftling Spirits, {fo call’d (1), 
becaufe they divert rhemfelves by wreftling with Men, pro- 
ably to invigorate them for that Exercife. ae 
ome 


- €o) We read in the Hiftory of the fities of Mankind. Learned Incredu- 


Devils of Loudun, p. Acs. That a. 
‘Devil nam’d Behemot) being gone out 
gn fearch of a new Contrada, the 
Guardian Angel of the Nun which he 
pofiefs’d, feiz7d on lim, and bound 
him fora Month under the Pi@ture of 
‘Saint Fofepbh in the Church, and that 
_ it feem’d to the Nun, that fomething 
iffa’d out of her Head, and remov’d 
farther from her, in proportion to the. 
retreatof the Deyil. 
(p) One Elizabeth Blanchard faid, 
fhe was poffefs*d by Six Devils, wiz. 
by Aflarcth aud the Charcoal! of Empu- 
vity, ofthe Order of the Angels ; by 
Belzebud and the Lion of Hell, of the 
Order of Archangels ; and, by Perou 
aod of the Order of Cherp- 
bims.- Fd. p. 285. 
(q) Hefiod f{ays, That there are 
‘Thinty thoufand beneficent Devils in’ 
the Air, who take careof the Necele 


lity, Ps 368... 
There was amongft the Greek 
2 Demon call’d, THS 
othe Wreftlirg Damon, and Attack 
of Men; from whence came the Naim 
of Lutin or Wreltler. Le Loyer, p 
25. Probably, ’cis of thefe an gene. 
ral, that Monfieur Oufle defign’d to 
fpeak, and not ‘of the Wreitler of 
which Strabo gives us an Account: 
He fays, that there was a Demon 
call’d the Yemefan Wreftler , who 


wreftled with all Strangers that came — 


to Temefa, a City of the Bruti; he 
had formerly been a Man nam’d Po- 
lites, and one of the Companions ot 
VU. ; and having treache- 
roufly kill’d by the Brwrii, he fer up 
after his beath far rormenting as 

Strangers, as tho‘e who had been the 


occafies ot his Death. 
| 7 (s) As 
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Monfieur OUFLE. 


fome who Inftrué Men by Dreams (s); whar they, 


are to aim at, and what they are to avoid. Others undef. 
the Name of Mafter Martinet, accompany Travellers (t), 
and put them into the fhorteft and fafeft Roads. There 
are others who fucceffively for many Years attend on Chil- 
dren of particular Families, to- whom they are fixd, 12 
order to defend them againft the Infult of their Enemies (z). 


Some give Advice, bur in fuch manner, that tho’ they are 


very near, their Voice yet feems to come from a very great 
diftance (x). Some have been known ro have been fo intent 
on the Interefts of their Mafters, and fo zealous to pre- 
vent their making any falfe Steps, that they have boldly 
pull’d them by the Ears, or ftruck them on fome part (y), 
to divert them from fome dangerous Failure. And with 
regard to thefe Noifes which they make, and the Blows 
which they give, it has been obferv'd, that thefe Motions 
are nor attended with either heat, hardnefs, or violence ; 
for their Hands are cold as Ice, and foft as Cotton (z). 
Thefe Devils may be term’d very honeft Fellows, as welk 
as thofe who are call’d Drodls, who diligently drefs their 
Mafters Horfes, and take care of their Clocks (a4). ‘Tis 

reported 


| 
_(s) As for Cardan, fays Monfieur evil Spirits engag’d in their Service, to 
Naude, p.252. he talk’d very diffe- | the end thatthey may overcome the 
rently concerning his Spirit; for after | Damons of other Families, in enmity 
having pofitively affirm’d in his Dia- | withthem. World bewitcid, 1.67 
logue, intitul’d Fessn, That he had (x) Cardan avers to have feen 2 
one which was Venerial intermix’d | Woman at Milan, who had an invi- 
with Satuvn and Mercury; and inhis | fable familiar Spirit, whofe Voice al- 
Book de Librss propriss, said that it | ways founded at a great diftance. 
communicated felt to him by Dreams, (y) A Familiar Spirit gave fenfible 
he in the fame place doubts, whether | Signs, fuch as touching the right Ear, 
he really had one, or whether ’twas | when the Perfon did well, andthe 
the Excellence of his Nature; and in | left when he did ill; or ftrikingone 
fhort, in his de Rerum Variet ate, 1.16. | Book to make him give over reading. 
93. concludes that he had not any | Bodin, 46, 47. 
fuch thing, ingenioufly owning it in (x) Cardan in his Tract de Varteta- 
thefe Words, Ergo certe nullum Da- | te Rerum, mentions one of his Friends 
monsum ant genium mibi adeffe cog- | who lying in a Chamber haunted by 
nofco. It a great many Men wou’d | wanton Spirits, felt 2 cold Hand as 
{peak as fincerely, fo many Stories. | foft asCotton, which ftrok’d himover 
woud not be publifh’d the Neck and Face, and endeavour’d 
(t) A familiar Damon which ac~ | to open his Mouth.’ , 


companies Magicians, and hinders (a) Acertain Perfon told me, that 


them from undertaking any thing | in thefartherNorthern Countreys,there 
Without the leave of Mr. Martinct. | are Devils call’d Drolls, who drefs the 
Cir. Horfes, are at their command: and 


(«) The Laplanders believe, That | advertife them of approaching Dan~ | 


Fathers give to their Children, and gers. Camerartus’s Hiftorjcal Medi- 
Sonvey tothemasan Inheritance, the ! tattons,t, 1.1. 4.¢.13. There, 
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“its Blood on 2 {mall ferip of Paper, Be- 
- do my Work for Twenty Years, and Leétures, 

‘Rwilk vevorrd thee; and chat having  €f) A Spirit threw Srones at the 
*Bury’d the Hen a Foor deep, on thar | Prefident Latomi’sC ap at Touloufe, and 


had 2 Familiar Demon-enclos’d in the 


‘Pomme! of his $word. ’Twas rather 
two or three Dofes of Laudanum, | where their Matters feed them with 


| | they difcoyer their intention by heap- 


of. a famous: Philofopher that he had ene jp the 
Pommel of his Sword ()); which furprizes me ; for having 
chofen fuch a-place fcr ‘his refidence, he feem’ d fitter fora 
Soldier than a Philofopher. How many are there, who 
wou'd willingly have chofe Devils, who force Mony to te. 


into their Pockets after it has been fpent (c); or who 


‘xeach rhe Compofition of the Philofophers Stone (d). The. 
‘reve they woud be much fonder of thefe, than of thofe 


‘who read Philofophical Lectures (ce). 


How facettous was the Devil who diverted himfelf by 
‘making a certain Prefident’s Cap fly into the Air; by 


shrowing Stones at it How obliging and grateful was 
vanother, who inthe Day-time hid himfelf among the Fa Sgors, 
where fomeofhis Friends took care to feed him, and in 
the Night ftole Corn from {everal places to reward his Be. 


: In how convenient are they to be worn 


here ‘are Mandrakes which °Tis faid of the famous Phyfici- 


affirm’d to be.a fort: of diverting or | an Peter d’ Apono, that he was the 


‘familiars fpirits,and who. ferveto fever § greateft Magician of his tune, that he 


‘alufes. Some appear in the fhape of .{ learn’d che Seven Liberal Sciences of 


Animals, and: others are invifible. | Seven Familiar Spirits which he kept 


was in 2 Caftle, fays the Author of }-inclos’d ina Chryftale thac like ano- 


“Lattle Albers, p. 130, 131. where } ther Pafetes, he us’d to make the Mo- 


where was one, whotor fix Years had | ny which he had {pent rezurn jnto his, 
‘walcemcare of a Clock, and curry’d the Pocket. Id. 274,275.20" 
‘Horles : Thave {een’ the Curry-comb (4) A Spirit nam’d Floron, faid to 


pais over the Horfe’s Criypper withour | be of the Order of the Chezubims, and 


Bbemg guided by any vifible Hand. | a Demon nam’d Barby or Beardes, 


“The Groom told ‘me, “that he had | fhew’d on abitof Paper how to make 


@rawn this Familiet into his Service { the Philofopher’s Stone. Id- p. 249. 
“By taking a little black Hen, bleeding | 252. © 

@crofs Road, and writirg with ( e) Cardan fays, that Niphus had 
a bearded Demon, who read to him 


yery Day the Spirit took care of the } made it fly off. Bodin, p. 301: 


Clock and the Horfes, and that from (2) This is commonly faid concern 
time ro time he did feveral neceflary ing Dometic Devils, and is what Schot 
s for him. and’ Deirio relate, as taking it from 


(6) “Fis reported, Paracelfus ‘“Meletius. ‘That thefe “Devils lide 
themfelves in the moft fecret places in 
the Honfe, as in a Pile of Wood, 


which he wou’d never be Withour, + all manner of Delicacies, becaufe they 


> Decavfe he did Wonders With it, ard bring to them the Corn which they 
it as an univerfai Remedy apaintt fteal from other Barns. When thefe 


forts of Difeafes, Naude Apol. | Spirits defign to ferrle in‘ary Houle, 


ing 
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Monfieur OU FL E. 187 
in Rings (4); or kept’in Viols (i), to be usd on occafion ! 
Allow me then, that ‘tis much more advantageous to have 
(ach Demons, than. thofe who malicioufly {weil up Mens 
Faces to. what degree’they pleafe, and fo distigure them, 
that they cannot be known (k) ; thofe who make ufe of the 
Dead totorment the Living (/), who rake up the bury’d ~ 
Corps in Church-yards, and gnaw their Flefh the 

Bones (m) ; or who at once carry off fome Member of a 


Of ali the Devils, thofe call’d Terreftrial, are thought to 


be the greateft Liars () ; the reafon of-which is clear 5 ‘tis 
becaufe that inhabiting the Bowels of the Earth, ‘tis certain 
that they are the fartheft diftant from Heaven, which is 
the Seat of Truth. As for the Terreftrial Devils, Iam 
perfuaded, whatever Authors have faid of them ; for in 
fhort, may not I make fome Difcoveries off this Subject, as 
well as others? And fince I have fuch a deference for what 
they fay, why fhou’d nor they have the fame for what kh 
think; fince I have gather'd fuch a treafure of Knowledge, 
from fuch a vaft many Authors, and alfo made an advan- 


tageous ufe of all their Learning ; I am perfuaded, I fay, 
| that 


ing feveral parcels of Chips one { and Afuith, Comrades in the Danifh 
upon another, and throwing the | Military Service, being cemented to- 
Dunzhil intothe Pails full of Milk. If | gether by a ftri& Friendihip, bound ° 
the Mater of the Houfe obferving rhis, | themfelves by a folemn Oath, that 
leaves the Chips together, and rhe | they wou’d never leave one another 
Horfedung in the Milk; or alfo if he | either living or dying. «-Afusth dy’d 
drinks of the Miik in which the Dung | frft; and purfuant to their Agree- 
is, the Spirit prefents himfelf to him, | ment, -4/mond confin’d himélt to his 
aud ftays in his Houfe. Thefe Spi- Sepulchre, where theDevil,whohad en- 
tits are call’d Goblins. The World be- | tred the dead Body, fo tormented 4 
| | mond by fcratching him, disfiguring 
(>) Witerus, l. 6.c. 3. Art. 3 and4, his Bace, and pulling off one Ear, thac 
freaks of Devils enclos’d in Glaffes Afmond at lait cut off the Head of his 
(like the Devil on two Sticks) or in dead Friend. 
Rings, (m) Paufanias in Phocarcts menti- 
(t) A certain Advocate had a Fami- ons a Devil, naim’d Exrynomus, who 


liar Spirit in a Viol, which was | eat the putrify’d Carkafles of the Dead, 


thrown into the Fire by his Heirs... | leaving nothing on them bur Rones. 
Learned Incredulity, 59. | | | (n) There are Devils who carr y off 
(k) Pfellws mentionsa fort of Subter- | Mens Toes, without their feeling it. 
taneous Devils, who with their breath } Dé Lancre i75. 
bat Mens Paces, and fwell them to (°) The Chaldeans believ’d the Tere 
that depree , that they cannot be | reftrial Devils to be Liars, and. that, 
known, Le Loyer, becaufe they are the fartheft diftant 
Saxo Grammaticus, in Hi- from the knawledge of Divine Things. 


"iia Dama, relates, That Afmond Bodin, 215. The 
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shat the Terreftrial Devils are thofe call’d Gnomes. (p), who 
are great Loversof Women (4), Keepers of Treafures, of 
which I fhouwd have a good fhare, if I woud but make uf 
certain Secret which I know (r) ; they alfo tranfmure 


Gold into Lead (s). Jn the fame Rank I alfo place : 


fp) The Gnomes are compos'd of 
the moft fubtle parts of the Earth, 
aid-inhabit in it, The Count De Ga- 


Bilis, 34- 


The reafon why Mr. Oufle did not 


‘wefer'to what has been faid of the 
Guomes, Kc. is, that the Words of } 
‘phe Author of the Count de Gabalis, 


p»t28,. 129. run thus: The Demon 
a2 mortal Enemy the Nymphs, 
Byl pbs. and Salamanders; for, as for 
EheGuomes, oes not hare them. fo 
miuch.; becaufe they being frighten’d 


“By the Mowlings of the Devils which 


ghey hear ar-the Center of the Earth, 


ehoofe. rather to continue mortal, | 


tian to run the rifque of being {fo tor- 
amented,.if they ihou’d acquire im- 
moortaliry ; hence ’tis that thefe Gnuomec 
and the Dzmons their Neighbours 
Reep.up a good Correfpondence; the 
Rater perfuading the former, who 
are naturlly very great Friends to 


Man, that *tisto dohim a very great 


‘piece’of Service, and deliver him from 


great Dangers, to prevail on. him to 


 $eviounce hjs Immortality. ‘To this 


end, they engage to. furnifh him, 


whom. they can perfuade co this Re- 
‘Runciation, with whatever Mony, he 
@efires; to divert all Dangers which 
mray threaten.his Life for certain 
gine, Or fuch other Conditions as the 
“Wretch pleafés, who enters into this 


_maiferable Contra&: Thus che Devil, 


“wicked as he is, by the interpofition 


 @f the Gnomes, renders the Soul of 


‘ban mortal, anddeprives. it of Exer- 


Life. 


(g) Some attribute to Dzmons, 
fays the fatne Count, p. 96, 97. all 


~wshatever {how'd be aicrib’d to the Ele- 


“mentary People. A little Gnome gain’d 
‘the Affeftions of the celebrared Mag- 


della Cruz, Abbefs of a Nun- 
at Cordovain Spain, the render’d 


Imhappy trom the Age-of Twelve, 


“quid they continu’d theur Converfation 


— 


| | 


The, 


| Thirty Years. An ignorant 


of Confciences wou’'d perfuade her, 


that her Lover wasa wicked Spirit,--. 
great misfortune for the Devil 


to have icin his power to keep up fuch 
an amorous Correfpondence. The 
Devil has in theRegion of Death a moro 
difmal Imployment, ‘and better fuited 
to the Hatred which the GOD of 
Purity bears him. 
Oace more, he adds, p. 132, 133 
The Devil has not. Power to banter 
Mankind at this rate, nor to Cove- 
nant with Men, much lefs to make 
them worlhip him. . What made.way 
for this popular Notion, was, the 
Wife Men affembling the Inhabitants 


of the Elements to Peach to them 


their My‘teries and Morality; and as 
it generally happens, fome Gnome 


. acknowledging his grofs Error, com: 


prehends the horrors of Annihilation, 
and confents to be immortalizd; oa 
which they beftow on him a Virgin, 
and immortalize him ; the Nuptials are 
celebrated with all the Rejoycings 
which fuch a Conqueft delerves. 
Thefe are the Dances and joyful Ac- 
clamations, which Arsftotle fays were 
heard on certain Iflands, where yet 
no Perfon was to be feen,. 


flantis fupra draconemqi 
in manu teneat gladium, figuram fi 


Hematite fcuiptam imvenses, po- 


ne inannulo plumbeo, vil ferveo, ¢ 
obediens es omnes Spiritus Subter- 
ranct, revelabunt omnes 
fauros$ levi carmine, nec non ¢xtit. 
hendt modum ipft oftendent. 
num Magicum, p.273. 
(s) Authors will make us be. 
lieve, that fometimes the Gnomes 
tranfmute the precious Metals 10 
vile and abje& ones, to deceive th 
Ignorant. The Solid Treafure of Lt 
et, 


The 
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of an admirable i{tructure, 
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put tO flight all ocher Demons 


4. The Nymphs, or Undins 
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+ The Sylphs (s), thofe Inhabitants of the Air {u), who 
‘by the Cabaliftical Pronunciation of a myfterious Name, 


(7). the Inhabitants “Of the 


Warers, and who I can make come to me whea £ 


pleafe (x). 


"3. The Salamanders, (4) inhabitants of the Fire. 


(+) The Sylpbs are cotripos’d of the 
pureft Atoms of the Air, Count de 
Gabalis, 335 34+ | 

(u) The Cabalilt Zedcksah, 
had a Defign; in the Reign of King 


Pepin, of convincing the World, that 


the Elements are Peopled by all thefe 


Inhabitants, Whofe Natures have, 


defcyio’d to you. ‘The Expedient 
which he thought of, was to advife 
the Sylpbs to fhew themfelves in the 
Air, tothe whole World; which they 


accordingly did with great Magnifi. 


cence; thefe admurable Creatures 
then appear’d in the Air in Human 
Shape, now rang’d in Battle Array, 
marching regularly, lying on their 
Arms, or encamp’d in pompous 
Tents; then embark’d on aerial Ships 
whofe 
volant Fleet was fteer’d at pleafure 
by the Zepoivs. What was the con- 


fequence of this? Do you imagine 


that this ignorant Age fo much as 
thought of difcuffing the Nature of 
thefe wonderful Sights ? No; the Peoe 
ple atfirft took themr for a parcel of 
Conjurers, who had feiz’d onthe Air, 
to raife Storms, and caufe it to Hail 
on their ripe Corn, The Learned, 
the Divines and the Lawyers, foon 


€ame to be of the fame mind with the © 


People; Emperors alfo believ’d it, 
and this ridiculous Chimera went fo 
far, that the wife Charles the Great, 
and after him firnam’d le De- 
bonnair, inftited grievous Punifh- 
ments on all thefe precended Tyrants 
of the Air. Which may be feen in 
the firft Chapter of the Capitularsa 
of thofe two Emperors.. The Sy/phs 
ieeing che People, Pedants, and even 


Crown’d Heads themfelves evrag’d 


againft them, refolv’d to rid them of 
sae i] Opinion which they had coa- 


4. The 


ceiv’d of their inwocent Fleet > 


that end, by Violence to force thither 
fome .Men from all Parts, to thew 


them their Charming Women, ther 


Republic and Government, and-then 
to replace them on Earth in feveral 
Countries of the World. ‘They -ac- 
cordingly did fo. People, 
faw thefe Men defce » Hock’d the 


ther from all Parts, and being pre- — 


pofiefs’d that they were Sorcerers-de- 
tach’d from their Affociates, to fcat~ 
ter Poyfon on the Fruits of the Earth 
and Fountains, and inftigated by the 
Fury which fuch Imaginations infpire, 
they hurry’d thefe innecent Men to 
Execution. Id. p. 135,136. 

(x] When a has learn’d of 
us pronounce cabeliftically the 


powerful Name, Nebmamiah, 


combine ic effe&ually with the de- 
licious name El:del, all the powers 
of darknefs take their flight, and the 
Sylpo quickly enjoys what he loves, 
Id, 124, | 

(y) The 5s, or Undins are 
compos’d of the moft fubtile parts of 
water, Ids 32, 34+ 

(x) Homins tmaro {cwlpta in Dia- 
docho ftantis & Marne tatnra, 
nentis in manu dextra obelumn, & 
alia fcypentem, fitque fuper caput 
hominis figura folis, profiratum 
tenvat fub pedibus leonem, fi pofite 
fuerit in annulo plumbeo cum modte 
co /vtemifia, ac radice fant 
tecumque babueris 1m vipa fluvis & 
voc aris aquaticos [pivitus, ab 1s de 
quaefitis refpon(a accipies. Trinum 
Magicum, p. 274, 27§. 

[a] The Sulumanders are come 
pos’d of the moft tubtle parts of the 
Sphere-of Univerfal Fire, fo call'd 
becaufe ‘cis the principle of all na- 


tural motions. Gabalss, pe 25-34, 
| b) Whas 
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HISTORY 
| The Ogres, a fort of Monfters who love nothing fo well 
as sd Veicg flefh, fuch as thar of little Children. | 

‘5 The Fairys, of which Grandmothers and Nurfes tell 
fo many tales tro Children ; thofe Fairys, I mean who 
‘are affirm’d to be blind at home, and very clear fighred4. | 
broad ; {c) who dance in the. Moon-fhine, (4) when: they 
have nothing elfe to do; who fteal Shepherds and Children, 
to carry them upto heir Caves, (¢) and afterwards difpote 
of them attheir pleafure, who preferve thofe places where 
they Inhabit, from Hail and Storms. (/) ! 

I think I have now faid enough concerning Devils, sli 
they have done, and what they can do. - If you will nor be. 
lieve all that I have faid, fee then your felf, I will furnihh 

‘ou. with means whenever you Beate 3 I will take care that 
‘you fhall fee fome Devils: (g) if that abfolurely necel- 
fary to incline you to beleive, and extricate you out of your 


‘ 
ja. 

4 

‘ 


Error 


You 
(b) What need I tell you in fuch Times as ours 
What Fairys are, who haunt our Sylvan Bours? 
Oft on her Knee you’ve heard your Mother fay | 2 i 
What are their Forms, and what the Pranks they ane i 
| 


Why fhou'd we wonder Men of Senfe 
With Fables fometimes will difpence ? 
And tir’d with Thought amufe Themfeives 
‘With Tales of Fairies, and of Elves. 
‘They lull like rolling Streams, 
And Fancy’s footh’d with gentle Dreams. 


.” Reafon thus rockt afleep delights 
To hear of Goblins and of Sprights, 


Te The Poets fay that the Fairys 
have an hundred Eyés abroad, but 
_home in their Houfes are blind, 
Diétion, cur. 9. 

a] Lettres de Cir. 
Cornelius Kempen affures 


us, that in the reign of the Emperor | 
‘Lotharius, about the Year 830. there 
appeat’d in Friefland a great number | 


ef Fairys, who took up their refi- 

ce in Caves, or on the tops of 
‘Hills and Mountains, from whence 
“they defcended in the Night to fteal 
away the /Shepheards Fon their 
“Flocks, fnatch away Children out 
of their Cradles, and carry both to 
‘their Caves. World Bowiteh’d. p. 1. 


"290, 


[ f] Our tell us, That 
’rwas an ancient Tradition that where 
the Faitys ‘or’ Fades, the Wives. of the 
Druids dwelt, rio Storms: or. Hail e- 
ver hurt the Fruits of’ the: Earth 


Frey in his eAdmiranda Galliarum 


cap. to. and in his Treatife inticul’d, 
Antiquiffima Gallorum Philofiplne 


Eclog. in the Chapter, de 


Aftrologia. 

To thew the Devil 10 a 
fon in his fleep; rub his Face with 
the Blood of ‘a Lapwing, and he will 
fancy himfelf furrounded by all: the 
Devils. The admirable Secreis of 
Albertus Magnus, \, 3- Pp. p. 163, Pro- 
bably ‘cis this piece of 
that Monfieur Onflle meant. 
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World Bewitéh’d, “page 3481, or | ‘catch tke Dévil P79. 


Monfieer Owe 


You will doubrlefs tell me that the word Devil is : 
frequently repeated in my difcourfe: “Tis true, I make no 
{cruple of.it. I pronounce it boldly and with pleafure, be- 
ae I know from good Authoritys that the pronunciation. 
ofhis Name Afflicts and Torments him extreamly (4). — 
Read then, Sir, this Difcourfe with the famé applican~ 
on that I wrote ir; and dome Juftice, in acknowledging’ 
thar | have not talk’d to you without evidence ; fince aimoft 
all you will find in it, is founded on Books which are ii- 
censd and approy'd, and confequently cannot be {ufpected 
of error or falfiry. If you had read them as often as I; 
youd believe what I do, fo convincing are they ; and 
‘wou'd have been wholly unneceflary for: me to have 
wrote to you at this time fo largely and very parricular- 
ly. Be on your guard then’ againft the Devils, fnce 
the World is full of them, and they have fo much power, 
nor do they want Cunning, to make you feel them, and 
compafs their ends. J exhort you fo much the rather to 
this care, becaufe if you are not jealous of them, you will 
not think of fecuring yourfelf, and confequently will falt 
into the fnares which they will always take pleafure in lay- 
iny for you. 


The End of Monfieur Oufle’s Difcourfe of Devils. 


Thus at laft Mr. Oufle’s Difcourfe ended. To fay Truth; 
Tam thro'ly tir’d with tranfcribing fo many ill digefted 
particulars, which prove nothing, and only inform us, that 


[b] The Jews Affert, thatthe De- } The Jews dlfo inake ule of another 
vils name is of great efiicacy to | way of cheating the Devil. Asaccotds 
plague and ‘torment him; that this | ing to them, on the frft Day of the 
Eficacy proceeds from the five He | Year, God is featédin Judgment, 
brew Letters which compofe it, nu- | enquire into their Sins;.they endea- 
merically taken, -amounting exactly | vour to hinder their ,-Enemy from 
fo the number 364, which 18 within |, bringing his “Accufation againft them, . 
one of that of the Days in a Year; | by puzzling him fothat he fhallfioe 
and that for this reafon’he cannot ac- | know what Day ’tis; and to that 
cufe them for the {pace of 354 Days, end, in reading thear- Law, they read 
and has but one Day left him for | neither the beginning nor the ead, as 


that-end ; wherefore they endeavour | Summacl- imagins. they..are obliga 


cheat him of that remaining Day | to do on that day, and thus they 
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weak Man ‘obferyd no other Rule in his Reafoning 
boldly to draw .Conclufions from Facts, as if they 
were undeniable, tho’, moft. of them are very difpurable, 
We fhall next hear Noncrede talk ; he is a Wife Man, who 
not guided by we “bur yields himfelf to the con. 
d & of Reafon ; fo ‘that may a Very rational 
infwer from him. 


5 


— 


Cc H. A 


Noncrede of Devils, in to 
compos’ by Monfieur Oufle ane his Son Dou. 


don, on th Subjett. 


Morn was the of this farprizing Ditcourle 
Monfieur Oufle to Noncrede. This. cunning Valet 
had an extream curioficy to read it, to fee whether he coud 
meet with any thing in it which might furnifh him with an 
‘opportunity to invent and fuccefsfully execute any new Stra- 
~‘fagems toimpofe on his Mafter. But this precious piece, 
being feal'd with all imaginable precaution, he durft not 
attempt the opening of it, judging rightly, that ‘rwoud be 
impoffible for him to make it up as it ought to be ; on 
which confideration,he faithfully difcharg’d his Commifiion. 
"Noncrede receiv'd it with pleafure; for he did not doubt of 
a great deal of diverfion in reading it, but in reality, ir had 
‘d much more agreeable, i any but his Brother had 
Sen the Author of it. 

After having read it feveral times with all the atrentiox, 
which his defign of judicioufly expofing the falfity and folly 
of it requir’d, he employ'd fome days in drawing “P what 
We are going to Read, in Anfwer to it, | 


“Noncrede’s Difeourfe of Devils, 


received your of Devils, ae sive feveral ime 
read thro’ ( with all application which 
de 
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defire, and the Subject requires.) admire your immenfe 
reading, bur am not at all edify’d by the fruit which you. 
have gatherd from it. Don’t expect that 1 fhou’d flatter 
you ; you are already but too much deluded by your prepof+ 
fefion. GOD forbid that I fhou’d yet farther feduceyou, 
by ftrengthening your prejudice by a bafe Complaifance 
for your ridiculous Opinions. You have read much, us 
true; your Difcourfe fhews it; for it contains a particu 
lar Recital of I know not how many Opinions, Facts and 
Relations : But I find fcarce any thing of your own In it. 
Ifee there only that you embrace thefe Notions, without 
ever having been at the pains to examine, Whether they 
deferve that you fhou'd declare for them... I fee that you 
blindly believe thefe Facts.and Stories, that is, without ever 
being inform’d (not by Witneffes, for that woud be im- 
poflible) bur, by a judicious Examination, to take them ab- 
folutely for Truths. For my part,-I own to you, that ‘tis 
impoffible for me ro believe fo eafily; An.ancient Sage 
call'd Incredulity, the Nerve of Prudence; and | 
perfuaded thar he meant a, reafonaliie. Incredulity an 

not an Incredulity founded on no other Notion than 
Obftinacy, I acknowledge, that ‘tis a part of Prudence 
to be Circumfpect, and that we ought not to be rath 
in believing. For in fhort, to believe, is to give ones 
Affent ; that is, if I may fo {peak, to fubmit one’s Judg- 
ment, to abandon one’s Knowledge, and to yield ones felf 
up entirely to what one hears faid, or what one reads. But 
tell me fincerely, I entreat you, is it the partof a Rational 
Man, thus to fubmit his Judgment, thus to abandon his 
Knowledge and yield himfelf up intirely, if there be no 
evident and inconteftible Reafons for his fo doing? What 
I fay, will appear to.you very ftrange, not to fay extrava- 
gant, as far as I can judge by your Conduct ; for it feems 
tome that hitherto, it never once came into. your Thoughts 
to make ufe of either Evidence or inconteftible Reafons, to 
juftify your Credulity. All chat is faid or written in favour 
of Superftition, rakes place with you as an Article of Faith, 
fo firmly you believe it ; and this firm belief has no other 
foundation than the Confidence you repofe on thofe Writers. 
Dear Brother, I entreat you to make a greater difference — 
betwixt believing things of this Nature, and Religious 

Truths. As to the latrer, I allow you are not to examine 


“em ftri@tly, with an intention to enquire, Whether you have 
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*Reafon to believe what is affirm’d to you concerning 
Holy, ‘Learned* and Great Men have'done it before you, 
the Church exacts your beliefiof them. Submit your. 

fel€in this Cafe, ‘tis but your Duty. “Bur yer I with ‘twa 

_ poffible for you to prevail on yourfelf, to examine with. 
gue Attention, what our very Holy and True Religion di: 
you to believe concerning Devils ; you wou’'d then be 
of their Fallin the qth Chapter of I/aiah ; of the 
| ivy that they bear to Mankind, in the 3d of Gene/is, and 
the 2d Chapter of the of Solomon ; the Evils which 
gheyare permitted to do, by reading the Book of Fob, that 
_ ef Tobit, and the Relation of the Devils caft out of the Pof 
_ _ feisd by the Power of Jefus Chrift, and rhe Advice given 
us by Two great Apofties, Eph. 6.11. 2 Cor.13. Pet, 
to warn us againft the Straragems of thefe Wicked 
+ Spirits. In fhort, you woud find in the Sacred Books 
aft many Pafflages which wou'd confirm your Faith in this 

_ particular; and if you are exempted from this Examinati- 
On, ‘tis becaufe the Truths which’ the Church requires 
you ro believe, are fo inconteftible, and fo thro'ly efta- 
ifh’d, thar you run no-manner of rifque in_ believing 
them. But to believe with regard to fuperftitious Pra- 
ttices and Prodigies, whatever is {aid or written, with the 
fame Submiffion, ‘for no other reafon than bare hear-fay, or 
Ahaving read it, is the laft degree of Weaknefs and Blindnefs, 
mot to fay Extravagance. “Tis with regret rhat I apply the 
Jaft ro you; but yet hope you will nor take ir ill, when 
you fhall have read what I am about to fay, fince youll 
then undoubredly be forc’d to own, that one cannot be t00 


= eet oe 


cautious in believing. 


~ Eproceed then thus to begin my Difcourfe, which! 
‘@éfign as an Anfwer to yours. Lay afide, I entrear you, 
your Prejudices whilft you look it over; for fhou’d you 
read it with them about you, I fhou'd appear to you 
‘vety unreafonable, tho’ my Arguments be never fo juft: 
“Twill be impoffible for you to approve what you read, 
Becaufe you will be abfolurely refolv'd to diflike 1 
But be ir how “rwill, fhall begin as follows. 


Nothing 
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i, Nothing is fo-eafy as to perfuade the Credulous into 2 
1. ae belief of wharever one pleafes (2); efpecially when what is_ 
43 ae propos'd to them falls in with their Prejudices; this is very 
much your Cafe, this is fo true, that if any body fhou’d, 


lis for inftance, purély for Diverfion, tell you, that he had feen 
ME a Devil appear in fuch a fhape, and if afterwards touch’d 
te Man by a fcruple of Confcience, for having been guilty of a ome 
4 Ma Lye, fhou’d retutn to fatisfy you that thé Story was falfe, 
4 HE you wou’d not believe his laft Depofition, but ftick faft by 
at WE the firft (b); becaufe you are refolv’d at any rate, and 
(i HE whatever is {aid to the contrary, to believe that Devils ap= 
; pear as often as they are faid todo. “Iwoud then be if 
+ fe vain for this Narrator to proteft to you, that he had no 
4 Me other Aim than Diverfion; fince éven what he faid in 
4 Rallery wou'd with you for a ferious Truth, ‘and 
i$ you wou'd wrack your Invention to find out Reafons 
i; Ma to convince you of the realliry of it (c): You have 
in your Childifh Years, heard fo many ftories of Dez 
. fe vils without its ever fo much as entring into your 
¢ fe Thoughts to doubt of them, rhat continually keeping up 
thar impreffion, without éver endeavouitig to obliterate 
e Me and efface ir, “tis not at all ftrange that it ftill continues 
tf Mm with you; for to the great Misfortune of thofe rainted with 
, fe thefe Notions, in their Converfation in the World, they 
¢ Me every-where meet a fort of People, even amongft thofe ap= 
n pointed their Tutors, who entertain them with I know not 
Mm how many Fables of their own Invention, or which after - 
having themfelves reeeiv’d as Truths, they tranfihit to 


O2 others 
| (2) Tis eafy to perfuade thofe, who after that, thought himfelf. ablig’d to 
are willing to believe every thing. | declare, that when he faid thar, he 
’ Petrarch, t. 1. Dialogue 32. Meant nothing beyond Wit and Rail- 
(b) We read in the gt Chaprer of lery. And trom that time the repu- 
1 the fecond Book of John Chriftian | tation of this Remedy funk. But how 
Frommann de fufciniattone, 432. | thany were there yer, who wou’d 
% Edit. Norimberg. 167§. That Hem- | not thrink fromthe Credit whith they 
Ming ins 2 very famous Divine in one | had tormerly given it? . 
his Prelegtions cited two barba- (c) They are perfuaded before con= 

rus Verfes; and by way of Raillery, fulcing Hiftory, that-there aré Months’ 

added, that they were fufficient to | and Numoers annex’d to grand Events; 

expel an Ague. One of his Auditors | and don’t confult Hifltory on this Sub. 

tty’d the Experiment on his Footman, | -jec&t fo much to know whether their 

| and cur’d him; upon which, in a | Opinion is true, as ro find that "tis fo. 

4 fhort time the Remedy grew cur- » Several Taqughts concerning Comets; 
tant, and, feveral in the fame Cafe [| t. I. p. 64. 


found Benefit by it. Hemmingsus, 
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(2) General 
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others as credulous as themfelves. But youl tell me, nos 
onein a Thoufand doubr the truth of them. How! Re. 


- canfe many believe them, are Wwe therefore abfolutely Ou 


bligd to believe them? If I liv'd among’ft the Caffe; 
Margajats, ot Toupinambouls, woud it be a Reafon why 
IE fhow’d believe ,all their Extravagant notions concern. 
ing the Deiry, Religion, or the effectsof Nature, becaue 


"tisthe general opinion of the Country (d)! Alas! to what 


fhou'd we be reduc'd if we were oblig’d to receive as truth 
what moft admit to be fo? As the number of Men who 


are utterly unable to diftinguith Truth from Falfethood, is 


much larger than that of thofe clear-fighted enough to make 
that diftinction, Error wou'd arbitrarily reign every where, 


fince the ableft Men wou'd be forc’d to follow the opinions 


ofthe Ignorant (e). I fhou’d indeed give credit to the great. 


eft Number, if I was certain that thofe Perfons, of which 
“twas Compos'd, wére not Slaves to prepoffeffion, but fuch 
asconfiderd and examin‘d with due attention, and were 
really capable ofan exact difcuffion and judicious exami- 


Let us fee how the Multitude, on whofe Authority Men 
areapr tofer fo high a value, generally run into Error. 
Two, three, or four Perfons of publick Reputation for 
Learning and Sagacity, ftart a Notion, or relate a Story; 
and immediately thofe who are prepoffefs'd in their Favour 
{wallow the ftory or opinion, without any farther Exami- 
nation even at moft,than whether thofe Perfons are the Av- 
thors of it. “T'wou'd coft too much pains to enquire whether 


witefe Learned Men thought juftly or told truth [f]. It 


_alfo frequently happens that even the broachers of thefe O- 


them, 


pinions and Stories, have not any better examin’d 


(4) General Tradition, and the 
unanimous Confent of Mankind, is no 
Prefcription againft Truth; for if it 
were, we fhou’d be forc’d to allow 
vf all the Roman Superflitions. 74, 1. 


fays Cicero, Tufcul. Quaft. § 
gratd the Judgment of a multitude of 
Men, each of which feparate, is {0 
little capable of comprehending the 
Queltion, that his Sentiments are 


Pp. 117> | 
(¢) The Aphorifm, Vox Populi, vo 


. Des, woud juftify the moft ridiculons 


Pofitions, if it fhou’d obtain. There 


ig mot the lealt dhadow of Reafon, 


value, Argumentum pefimt turbe 
Unufquifque mavult credert, 
quam jedicare, Seneca de vita beata, 
GC. Ke 
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than thofe who believe them. Thus ‘tis, that you give 
credit to whatever you Read in your Books, without ever 
endeavouring to difcover whether their Authors produce 
anyconvincing Reafons to engage us to depend on ‘what 
they fay. Confider all this throughly, for fuch a reflection 
is what you ftand in great need of : you woud not be cre- 
dulous if you wou'd take this Advice; nor had you,I be- 
lieve, ever been atthe pains of Compiling your Difcourfe ; 
and ifmy Nephew the Abbot Doudon, wou'd to his Greek 
and Latin join ferious reflection when heReads, and when 


pote. 


he Writes, he wou'd as well as you labour to berter pur- 


Another reafon, which makes me miftruft what is faid 
by thefe people who pafs for fuch Leared Men, that the 
Vulgar dare not disbelieve them ; is, that we very frequent- 
ly find them Writing Differrations on the manner how fuch 
a wonderful Event happen’d, without ever ‘examining 
whether the Fact it felf is really true, as related (zg); when 
Men fee fuch Authors write Learned and’ ferious* Pieces; 
on Facts, they never doubt of the Truth of them, ar leaft 


ualefs they fee the contrary with their Eyes; when, alfo 


" (2) Moft Men run naturally to rhe 
Caufe, and pafs by the Truth of the 
Fak. Fontenell’s Hiftory ef Oracles, p. 
320 

Phyficians have taken a great deal 
of pains to find our the reafon why 
no callofity grows over Fraétures in 
the Scull: You are very idle, fays 
Gallen to them, /. 5. 
toafizn a Reafon for what never 
happens! For the Affertion, that 
thefe Fra&ures don’t re-unite and 
harden, is falfe in Fad. 

{nthe Year 1593. there ran a Re- 
port, That the Teeth of a Child of 
Seven Years of Age, in Silefia, being 
fhed, there came one of Gold in the 
place of one of its ig Teeth. Hor- 


firus, Phyfic Profeffor at the Univer- 


fity of Helmftadt, in the Year 1595, 
Wrote a Hiftory of this Tooth, and 
aihm’d, that ‘twas partly natural, part- 
ly miraculous, and fent by GGD to 
this Child, to comfort the Chriftians 


then affligted by the Turks. Conceive if 


me! 


you can, what Confolation this Tooth! 
could afford, or whiat Relation it had 
to either Chriftians or Turksi “Ti the’ 
fame Year, that this Golden Toorh 
might not want Hiftorians; Ralan- 
dus wrote another ‘Relation Of it; 
and two Years after an-: 
other Learned Man, wrote 2gainit 
Rulandus’s opinion concerning this 
Golden Tooth; and Rulandus imme- 
diately publifh’d -a learned Reply. 
Labavsus, another great Man, colle@- 
ed whatever: had been faid of it, and 
added his own opinion: So that no- 
thing was wanting to fo many fine 
Books, but the rruth of the Fa@, 
that the Tooth was really of Gold. 
But when the Goldfmith cameto ex- 
amine it, he found that the Tooth 
was only very dexteroufly cover’d 
with Leat Gold. But thefe Learned 
Men wrote their Books firft, and 
confulred the Goldfmith afterwards. 
Fontenelles Hiftury of Oracles, page 
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"tis with great difficulty that they refolve on doing this ‘in? 
jury to Learning. I fhou‘d cite you many Inftances of this 
Wature, if I wasinclin‘d'to lavifh out whatI have alfo 
learnt by my Reading. 


> 


__ Another Obfervation is, thar the Hiftories of events, and 
the Differtations on the manner how they happen’d, are 
much more Univerfally {pread abroad, than what has been 
faid or Written, to prove the falfiry and ridiculous folly of 
them ; and thus accordingly Error infenfibly remains, and 
Truth vanifhes. Nothing prevails more eafily than the be. 
lief of what is extraordinary and prodigious, -becaufe there 


_ are more Weak than Vigorous Gen/ufes, and the moft ofthe 


Jatter divert themfelves with bantering the former (h), by 


telling them Stories fuiced to their Taft, and Inclination 
for what is aftonifhing. With them Prodigies fupply the 
place of the beft reafons (i) ; They are to them inconteftable 


Arguments, and Retrenchments to fhelter them from con- 


tempt, when they are not able (k) to comprehend the caufes 


of the effects which furprize them. 


_(b) There hapen’d at Rome, fays, 
Fitus Liv. 1. 1. Dec. 3.,and about that 
City feveral Prodigies that Winter,or at 
leaft they were reported to have hap- 
‘pen’d, and Men, according tocuttom, 
are much eafier induc’d to believe, 
when once their minds are in- 
clin’d towards fuperitition. 
The more they were beliey’d by the 
fimple and fuperftitious, the more 
they were publifh’d.. Quo magis cre- 
debant fimplices ac religicfi bomines, 


plura nuntialantur. 


Claudian, fays, l.-2. im Eutrop. 
That as fyon as any Prodigies can 
but peep out of the Shell, all the 
temainder croud to the Birth, that 
they may not loofe their opportu- 


nity. ~ 


Vique femel patuit monftris ster, 
omnia tempus 
Natta fuum properant na[ce. 


(4) To undeceive Men, wou’d be 
their difpleafure; and this 
will always pafs for a miracle; and 
as fuch, will be carry'd to the mokt 


But 


| remote parts: for of al] rhe Works of 

God, none but thofe which are m- 
raculous fuit the reft of the People, 
and effeftually prove the power and | 
exiftence of the Supreme Being. 
From a grain of putrified Corn, to | 
produce an hundred others, is nothing 
in comparifon with hanging a Figure 
in the Air. This Sufpenfion accord- 
ing to them, evidently proves a Dei- 
ty : butto hang inthe Air for fo ma- 
ny ages, Saturn, Jupiter, and fo me 
ny other, Bodies many times bigger 
and more ponderous than the Earth; 
and regulate their Motions, with fuch 
certainty, uniformity, and in fuch ju 
proportion to our wants ; proves no- 
thing. Ifthey {ee no more than this, 
and an hundred more of the fame na- 
ture, they die Atheifts, as if they had 


feen nothing at all. Pbyfical Conje- 
Byres on the extraordinary effrds 
Thunder, by Father Lamy, of 1 
Congregation of St. Maur. p. 187,188 
f There are few who wou'd 
Wi lingly appear ignorant ‘of any 
‘thing which *tis naturally poffible fot 
"em to kpow ; aud thus when any oe 
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Bur to touch alittle more particularly on thofe Books, 
which you pretend we are fo much oblig’d to give Credit to, 
thar we are not allow'd to doubt of the Truth of their Re- 
lations, I mean thofe Hiftorians whol wifh you woud much 
more diftruft, than you do, having obfervd that nothing 
more convinces you, than the Narration of a furprizing 
and extraordinary Fact: Whilft on my part] affert, thar 
fo far ought we tobe from blind believing all the Prodigies 
related by Hiftorians, that we are not lightly to credit even 
what they fay of common and ordinary Fads. When I: 
fiall be convinc’d thar an Author writes without Paffion, 
Partialiry, or too eafy Credulity ; andthat he neglects no 
means of being perfectly well inform’d of the truth of whar 
he relates, (/) I fhall then have a great regard for his Writ- 
ings, and think my felf oblig’d to givecredit to them. Bur 
I fhall be very careful how [receive as infallible Oracles, 
whatever paflage I meet with in Books, without any orher 
reafon, than becaufeI find them there. I will not, for in- 
ftance, believe that there is a Country where the People 
are dead all rhe Winter, and revive again as foon as ever 
the Spring begins to appear (m); That a certain great Ge- 
neral reftor’d a Man ro Life as eafily as hehad kill’d him(m); 
That a Turky-cock fpoke (0), fo as to be perfectly under- 
ftood by thofe who pleas’d ro hearken to him; that a Sratpe 


of Apollo, which the Priefts carry'd on their Shoulders, took 
| 


for, by reafon that Caufes are lefs 
obvious to the Senfes, Men are ftrong- 
ly inclin’d to believe ic fupernatural, 
To own their Ignorance wou’d put 
them into too great Contufion, or 
wou'd give them too much trouble to 


engage in a fearch inco thefe Caufes ; © 


‘tis a much fhorter and furer way, as 
well for their Reputation, as for cheir 
own Eafe, tocry it up at once for a 
Miracle; By that they free themfelves 
from many Mitchiefs; and the fpeci- 
ous pretext of Religion intermixing 
with it, they alfo by this Condné& 
pretend to do GOD great Service, 
by referving to Him the Glory of 
which others wou’d deprive him. 4. 


136, 


(i) We argue on what Hiftorians | 


occurs which is hard to be accounted | fay; but, Were not thefe Hiftorians 


either Partial, Credulous, Mifinform’d, - 
or Negligent? We ought to find out 
Qne who has been a Spe&ator of e- 
very thing, Unbiafs’d and Diligent, 
Fontenell’s Hiftory of Oracles, ps3f- 

(m) Gaquin, his Defcription of 
Mofcovy, fays, That in Luco moria, 2 
Province of Reufia, on the 27th of | 
November, the Inhabitants die by rea- 
fon of the extreme Cold, and rife again 
on the 24th of April, . 

Pliny fays, l. 7. That Alcsbia- 
des rais'da Manfrom the Dead witk 
Wine. | 
(0) In the Confulate of Casus Leps- 
dus, and Quintus Catulus, 2 Turky- 
Gock fpake im the City of Galene. 
Learned Incredultty, p. 100+ 
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G8 Hight into the Air (p) ; That the Chapel of a cettain 


lie God, on I know not what difguft, thoughr fit tore. 
gove, takea fhort Tour, and then returnto the place from 
Whence it came (7); That many Perfons whilft a-fleep, 
have {poken Languages which they never learn’d (r); Thar 
Tripods have walk'd and travell’d of themfelves (s) ; Tharif 
a certain Rock be touch’d never fo gently, cerrible highWind 
and ITempefts will be thereby rais'd (+); alfo that as foonas 
has touch’d certain Stones, ‘twill Hail, Rain and Thun. 
der (4); That the fame will happen, if one draws Water 
withan Oxs Horn out of a certain Spring (x) ; Thar if 
the Statue of Bacchus had not been faft bound, ’twou'd 
have run away (y), fo as never to be caught again; that 
another Statue made a Sign with its Head, to fhew that 
"twas not pleas‘d with the place where it was, and defir'd 
the People to oblige it fo far, as to remove it (zx); That 
another alfo burft our into Laughter (4), without any Bo- 


(p) Luctan in his Treatife of the 
Syrian Godde/s, fays, That he faw an 
Apollo, who being carry’d on the 
Shoulders of his Priefts, thought fit 
to leave them, and take a turn into 
the Air: And that in the Eyes of 
fuch a Man as Lucian, is confidera- 
ble. Fonteneli’s Hiftery of Oracles, 
212. 
(q) in his fecond Book of 
Evangelical Prepavation, relates on 
the Credit of Dsodorus, That a) Cha- 
pel of Fupster was carry’d on the 
Nile. 

“(r) One Lefevre, who liv’d at Ro- 
wen, {poke ail Languages in his fleep, 
tho’ he had not Jearn’d them. M.L. 
11. p.2. ec. | 
Pomponatius fays, lib. De Incant. 
That a certain Cobier’s Wife at Man- 
gua, wascurd of a Melancholy Di- 
ftemper, which made her fpeak fe- 
veral Languages. The fame has been 
_ reported of one of Henry the Second’s 

Pages. 

(s) The Tripods confecrated to Ful- 

¢an, mov’d and walk’d of themf{elves, 

Le Loyer, 56. 

“(t) Near Corena in Libya, was a 

Rock dedicated tq. the South-Wind, 

whichif touch’d by a Man, there in- 
ffantly.arofe a high Wind, which 
soll’d and turn’d up the Sand into 


dy's 
mountainous Heaps, Fd. p. $5. 

(uw) In the Diftri& of Cominge in 
Languedoc, is a Hill where are feve- 
ral Scones heap’d up in the form of 
Tomb, which if but barely touch’d 
with the Fingers, it immediately 


Thunders, Hails and Rains. Fd.tb, 


fFames de Vitry, a Frenchman, 
in Hijtorta Orientals & Occsdentali, 
Sslvefler Girvaldw in Tpograph. Iber- 
nia. C.9- fay that there isa Fountain 


in Bretagne of that nature, that if 


fome of its water was drawn ow 
with an Ox horn, and fprinkled up- 
on aStone which is near it, *twou'd 
immediately thunder and rain. I have 
formerly very much frequented the 
Towns of Bretagne, but never cou’d 
find any Body who affirm’d they ever 
faw any fuch thing there, fays Le 
Loye7, p.§5- 
[Ly] The Inhabitants of Chio bound 
their Idol of Bucchus with Iron-chains 
for fear it thou’d go aftray and ab- 
fent it felffromthem. Id. 56. 
[x] Titus Liv Dec, 1. 1. 5.,Julius 
Obfequens, and others tells us, that 
the Image of /uno, being ask’d by 4 
Souldier whether fhe pieas’d to be 
tranfported from the Temple of Vey 
where fhe was, to Rime, made a fign 
with her head to exprefs her Confent. 
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‘bath’d, fang, and diverted its felf. 


Monfieer OuF.Lt. 20r 
dy’s being ablero guefs why it was fo merry ; that a fourth 
afrer having walk’d and fugg for a long time bath’d ire 
felf (b); That on the Death of a certain Man, a Fig-tree, 
which feem’d to be touch’d with a reciprocal Affection for — 
him, fplir itfelf (c), probably with Grief. 

How many more Prodigies might I recite here, which 
we fhou'd not rafhly believe, and which the Populacé yer 
believe to be fo true, that" they dare not once doybr of 
them! To fee to what Exceffes on this Account Hiftorians, 
Naruralifts and Travellers have run into, you need onl 
read The Adventures of Mital; where both this Affurance in 
broaching of Lies, and the eafinefs with which they are 
{wallow'd for Truths, is handfomly raillyd, 

Another Reafon which promotes the currency of a proy 
digious number of Fables, is, the blind Confidence we have 
inthe Ancients, in whofe Works they are. Ler us keep 
up a Refpect for Antiquity, I am not againft that, Cuftom 
requires it; but for Belief, more than Cuftom is requifite 
toengage ustoit. There muft be Proofs; and thofe the 
Ancients don’t always furnifh us with. ‘They related, as 
the Moderns have dane, they reported Hear-fays, and pu- 
blifh’d aftonifhing Stories, that, thus rendring their Works 
the more agreeable, they might be read with greater Plea- 
fure (d), or they themfelves frequently believ’d without 
thro’ly examining, Whether they had Reafon for it. But 
yet, tothe great prejudice of Truth, and thofe who are 
prepoffcfs’d in their favour, the bare Authority of thefe ve- 
nerable Ancients, takes place of all Reafon (e). Bur then 
you'll fay, Several fay the fame thing. It may be anfwer'd, 
That thefe feveral have fuccefflively copy'd one another. at 

‘ : oO 

[a] The Emperour Caligula hay- | of.a certain Chancellor to the Riise 
ing commanded, that the Image of | ror, the Leaves of a Fig-tree, of 
Jupiter, ere€&ted in the Province of | which he was extreme fond, fell, it 
F's in the Peloponnefus, fhou’d be re- | continu’d dry, and on the next day 


mov'd to Rome; as the Archite&s | fplic in two. | 
were applying their Engines, to get [2] Mott Hiftorians are fo very 


a 


it out of its place, this Idol, fays Su- | fond of relating all the Miracles and 


etonius in vita Caligule, burit out | Vifions, which the credulity of the 
into fuch a laughter, that they all ran | People has encourag’d, that *rwou’d 
away terribly affrighrend, be very imprudeat'to believe all that 
[b] The Statue of Pelichus defcen- | they fay of this kind. Thoughts on 
ded, fays Lucian, in the Night, from | the Comet t. 1. Pp. 7. 
us Pedeftial, walk’d abour the Houfe, [e] Whatever the Ancients have 
{aid, whe-.her right or wrong, we are 
Le] Jobu Txetzes, Hiftoriar. Chils- | apt to repeat with a good grace; and 
ad.4. ‘Fells us, that on the Death ' what they never cou’d prove by good 


\ 


+. 
q ~ 
é 
4 
& 
“g 
rai 
| 
> 


“Rice 


fo; if the firft wrote what was falfe, judge you, whatw: 


eught ro think of the Relations of thof€ who follow’ 
and imitated them? But Withefles are cited: But how m3. 
my are there who pretend to be Witneffes, tho’ they know 


they have nor feen the Facts; or who think they have, 


when they really have not (g)? We have daily Examples 
of thefe falfe Witneffes. How many Stories are there told, 
which feem to be authentically attefted > yer when we 
fearch to the bottom of ’em, we difcover “em to be fale 
and confequently, thefe Witneffes Lyars. But there bein 
few at the pains of a thorough Examination, Stories “a 
from Age toAge, and the [ruth of them is nor doubted, 
Methinks, I have now {aid enough of too eafy Incredu: 


Iity, and the Cautions which we ought to take before we 


believe. Let us then at prefent be a little particular on 
the Subject of Devils; for ‘tis particularly of thefe Evil 
Spirits, thar your Difcourfe treats. | 


Arguments, fufficiently fupports its { multitude of Witneffes out Teftimo. 


felf by their Authority only. Fonte- | nies; becaufe frequently one Author 

sels Hiltory of Oracles. p. 10. copies another, without any difcufh. 
Ut auteritatem videlicet (umat ab | on, World bewtch’d, t. 4. p. 237. 

‘Bomine, qua non habet ex verstate, [g] Pleny fays, That there is no 


Quintil. Declam IX. in Labame &c. | lye fo grofs as to be diftitute of Wit- 


We are not to inf on the neffes, 
‘A Continuation of Noncrede’s Difcourfe of 


‘THE Common People attribute to Devils, a prodigious 
* Number of Facts, which undoubtedly they woud not 


- afcribe to them, if they were better acquainted with the 


Power of Nature; if they were more on their guard againk 


fraudulent Tricks and Delufions; and if thofe entrufted 


with their Education, had nor in their youngeft Years be- 

n with telling them a thoufand Stories, which have made 
fach ftrong Impreffions, that not only the Ignoranr, but 
atfo the Learned afterwards retain and improve them. ‘The 
Wurfes, Grandmothers and Friends, fill Childrens Ears 
with nothing fo much as the Stories or Threats of rhe Ap- 
paritions of Devils, to filence them, when they importuné 


them with their Cries, or, which is common in Childre?, 
| gb- 
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[a] The firft prejudices of Men, are 


ofequal date with their knowledge ; 
mn and even begin wich their moft ten- 
i! der Years two ways. Wheneither to 


quiet them, or cure their pevifhnefs, 
they are verbally threatned with a 
Hobgoblin , or really affrighted by 
fome extraordinary noife, the pre- 
fentation of fome very unufual Obje&s. 
Experience has long fince intorm’d us, 
that the firft impreffions fink and pe- 
netrate fu deep, that they cannot 
without great difficulty be detac’d, 
When Children are a little grown, 
play in the Streets, and begin to prate 
with their Neighbours, they every 
minute hear them pronounce the 
name of the Devil, which falls in as 
a fort of an Ornament to the Difcourfe. 
They hear Fables told as Stories; they 
are entertain’d with a Thoufand Nar- 
ratives of Spe&ters, Phantoms and Con- 
jUrations. Even their Relations, and 
fome of their Mafters, by a mitftake, 
never enough to be deplor’d, never 
teprehend or chide their Chiidren in 
their Houles, their Scholars iu their 
Schools, or their Apprentices in their 
Shops, withour the Devils name en- 
tringinto their repxroaches, and mak- 
ing ufe of it to reinforce their cor- 
tection. When Boys are fent to School, 
they read fcarce any thing inthe Greek 
, and Romaa Authors, befides what re- 
lates to Demons and their performan- 
ces, as reprefented by the Heathens ; 
Pluto, Vulcan, Proferpine, @c. All 
tle Echnic Writers mention the effica - 
“ous power of Dreams, Apparitions, 
and Spe€ters arifing out of Subterra- 
nous Caverns, or defcending from 
Mure cleyated places, asthe Au, Cc. 


Monfear OU F LE, 
sbttinately refufe to do what they are commanded. Such 
beginnings are almoft always the Source of our Errors, as 
alo of our Prejudices, and our falfe Reafonings (a). 

- Tagree with you, That GOD may permit the Devils 
todo good or evil to Men: Bur I cannor fo eafily grant, 
thar they are really the Authors of all the Mifchiefs with 
which they are charg’d; the, Actors of all the Comical] 
Parts, which they are reprefented to play (4), or Poffeffors 
of the great Powers, which ‘tis pretended they have ; when 
J confider that fince the Coming of their and our God ine 
tothe World, He has deftroy’d their Empire, and 


in a 


forr 


World bewstch’d, t. 1+ p. 363, Gee * 

We believe feveral things concerne 
ing the Devil, becaufe we have ime 
bib’d thofe Opinions in our Youth 
and being prepoffefs’d of the truth of 
our Notions, weare ftrongly inclin’d 
to {train our Reafon, and feveral 
fages of Scripture on that fide, and 
to imagine, that that inclination ree 
fults from the guidance of Reafon and 
Holy Scripture; befides which we re- 
ceive the firft interpretations and come 
mentaries on the Serxipture, from rhe 
ancient prepoffefs’d Doétors. Id. 
A). 1. Book. 

If we believe fuch great and won- 
derful things of the Devil, ’tis nor be- 
caufe they are contain’d in Holy Seri- 
pture We have noc patience enough. 
to confult them before we form our 
Judgment; but on the contrary are 

repoffefs’d with a notion, that they 
mutt be fo explain’d and underftood 
as to fall in with our Opinion; be- 
caufe there are inthem fome expref- 
fions which feem to favour the com- 


mon Sentiment of almoft all Man- 


kind in general, concerning the De~ 
vil, Td. t. Pe 363- 

(b)-*Tis beliew?d that God daiiy pers 
mits this infernal Dog to break his 
Chain for every trifle; to play a thou- 
fand infignificant pranks here below 
on Earth, that is to fay, tO remove 
a Pot or Glafs out of its place with- 
out any Hand touching it; to clap 
hard down and make a noife with 
the lid of 2 Beer or Wine Pot; to 
nail up a Cafe as well as the beft — 
Carpenter cou’d, without any body%s 
appearing tohave done it; to roul a 


| Bowlina Garret with great violence ; 
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fort fhut them up in Dungeons, there to fuffer the Eremal 


‘Torments due to their Crimes ; and from whence. ’tis cer. 
tain that they can never efcape, without Providence, for F 
Reafons which we cannot penetrate, fhou’d pleafe. to give ' 
them their liberry todo Miichief to Men (c). Tis alfoaf. 
frmd, that thofe Oracles, which were their Organs, ceas'd 
_as foon as GOD had overthrown thefe Evil Spirits, and 
that we have as much reafon to divert ourfelves with (d), F 
as to fear them. | , 
“Tiseatfy to fay, that the Devil does this, or that thing; ( 
but thofe who aver it, don’t convince us of the poffibility , 
of his doing either the one or the other (e). But yer] 
dare not abfolutely defpair of their Demonftrating it, be. ‘ 
caufe I don’t comprehend it ; but wou’d be glad, that they k 
who give us fo many Inftances of his Power, Dexterity, ‘ 
Ability (f) and of his Intrigues, wou’d prove the proba- 
bility of his Performances, at the fame time rhat they re- ' 
Farethem. If you, Brother, know the Reafons which will ' 
anfwer thar End, I entreat you roimpart them, that ar leat 
I may not believe without knowing why. The , 
to ftand Centinei at aGate, or corner | by its own will, and its will confits \ 
of a Street, without faying or doing } iu nothing bur its bare thought. Bur 1 
any thing; to empty the Shop of one | tell me then how your own Spirit, : 
of the rndertakers for Burials,“e. And } that is your Soul, does the leaft thiag 
alf this to humour fome wretched fil- | to your Body, if it betrue that this & 
ly Woman, @e. fd.t. 2. p. 600, | is done by thought. If ’tis your will, 
Gor. your Foot and your Hand move, and ( 
(c) Learn of the Wife Men, not to | that in fuch manner as you woud 
allow any Natural Powersto Demons, | have them; but try the fameon an i 
fince the fatal Scone has fhut them up | other Body which is not yours, with- t 
am the Bottomlefs Pit. Count Garalis. | ont the interpofition of your own 
102. Try a litle only by thought to make 
© God! Will Men never kiiow, | a Body, or the refemblance or fhade 
that ever fince the beginning of time, | of any one in any place whatever 
tho:r haft madethy Enemys, thy Foor- | here on Earth, or in the Air. How 
ftool: and that rhon keepe!t the Devils | then thou’d the Devil do this, who 
imprifon’d in Clouds of Darkuefs, in | has no Body of his own? World be- \ 
the Bowels ofthe Earth? p.g9. | witcl? lt. 2 p. 603. 
And I faw an Angel come down [ f | Shall we believe that the Great > 
_ from Heaven, having the Key of the | Judge of the Univerfe, after releafing f 
 Bottomlefs Pit, and a great Chain in | our of Prifon this accurfed Enemy of V 
his Hand. And he laid hold on the | Mankind, fhou’d befide grant. what- " 
Dragon that Old Serpent, which is | ever hz asks, fo far as to do nothing I 
the Devil and Satan, and bound hin a | lefs than Miracles whenever he plea- I 
thoufand Years. Revelations chap.'20, | fes, creating every moment fomething i 
v.13, 2. anew, and continuing feveral follies 
4] That Leviathan which thou | not fit to be mention’d, all which ne 7 
thaft made to play therein, Pfl. 104, | alfo abufes to the difhonour of the 
yerfe 26. Creator and his deareft Creatures? 
[¢] No Spirit a&s otherwife than World bewstch’d, 9. 693 
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The Demonographers extend the Power of .the Devil to 
Futurity; they make him forefee furure Events: On hear- 
ing them talk, one woud be apr to conclude, thar fcarce 
any thing is hidden from him. I wifh then, that they 
wou'd fatisfy me, Why GOD, to whom he is an irrecon- 
cileable Enemy, fhou’d pleafe to inform him, what is ro 
happen to Men, whilft He refufes them that Knowledge ? 
Is it only to pleafe that Evil Spiric ? or, is it for the Be- 
neft of Mankind ? If for the fole Satisfaction of the Devil, 
he then has fome Pleafure, and is not perfectly Miferable, Z 
fnce GO D is pleas'd. to allow him this Satisfaction. If e 
‘is for the Good of Mankind, will they not on feeingin my 
him fo much Goodnefs and Power, be in danger of be- 
ing tempted to repofe their truft in him? Do you carry 
thefe Reflections beyond what I have done; for I don’t ex- 
tend them near fo far as they will bear. 
How am I puzzled when I am told, That GOD permits 
the Devil to do Wonders and Miracles, to rempt and endea- 
vour to feduce Men! Alas! Are not Miracles too much for 
em,confidering that they are already {fo ftrongly bent to Evil 
and to deceive themfelves ? “Tis this wretched Inclination, 
which we ought to fear more than the Devils (g) ; ‘tis thar 
which tempts us moft ftrongly, and moft eafily makes us 
fall. ~Tis the moft dangerous Enemy which we have, be- 
-caufe ir never leaves us, nor can we free ourfelves from its 
Attacks without making War with ourfelves : Thefe are 
Conflicts, much the more difficult to be ingagd in and 
maintain’d, by reafon we are fond of, and pleas’d with 
this Inclination, and cannot rid ourfelves of it, withour 
extreme Violence. Don’t let us then accufe the Devil of 


alf | 


He hurts us méft who's moft careft, And Leads us ftill ro what we Love. 
And whom we Lodge within our | The Vengefull Heart, and Railing 
Tongue 
be Him, do what he will, we’re | Are His, we ne’re are in the wrong, 
ind 
fain with Him no Fault wou’d 
nd, 


(g) Such Pains what need the Devil | When any wicked Thing falls out eee 
take, | | The Devil’s Doing ’tis, no Doubt. ; | 
Why does he all this mifchief make ? Whatere is done, whatere is faid 
As oft as Matters happen ill, | From our own Doors at his is Laid: | 
Tis he we cry’s the Author ftill. | By which his Credit is Confett, | 
And from our felves to throw the fhame | And he, We think, can bear it bef. ~~ | 
Whate’re we do he bears the Blame. From Care and Pain he makes us fly - | 
The Foe whom moft we ought to fear | He puts usonthe fearch of Joy. “a 
Is one who is to felf moft Dear ; Tis He does all our A@ions move, . | ! 
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‘all the Evil that we commit; there is a fore of Pride ;; 
this Accufation, which hints that we are not {0 corrupt as 
we really ate ; and ‘tis fo much the more dangerous to ten. 
der others refponfible for what we do; becaufe we inay 
thereby perfuade ourfelves, that ‘tis impoffible for us no: 
to commit the fame Sins again. | 
. I wou'd alfo be glad to be inform’d how. the Devil comes 
‘to know that we think on this Thing, or have that De: 
‘fign (6). I want, I own, to have thefe Difficulties ex. 
; _ -plain’d, before I believe as firmly as you do; and inmy 
- Opinion, you ought not to take it ill, that I am {fo very 
ee cautious, when the Queftion turns on my believing what] 
read andhear reported. If you will provide me with Rea: 
fons which I ought abfclutely to allow to be as judicious and 
‘convincing as good Senfe exacts; you fhall then fee me a 
- much a Believer as yourfelf, and perhaps more fo, becaufe 
I fhall believe with Reafon. I have fo many times obfetvd 
that thofe who are prepoffefs'd:in favour of all that they 


J. 


: 


| 

have been told of the Delufions, Frauds and Tricks of De- ) 
vils, afcribe to them Intrigues, Stratagems and Dexteri- i 
ties (i), which thefe Evil Spirits never dreamt of, that 1 
continually miftruft all the Stories which they tell me. 
'Tis J 
Tis by his Influence that the Plain (5) God only knows the Thoughts. 
So often’s cover’d with the Slain, For what Man knoweth the things of , 
From Him arife the Cruel Woes a Man, fave the Spirit of Man which . 
‘Men Suffer from theif Bloody Foes. | | is in him, 1 Cor. 2,.1t. That is, the : 
He fires the Hoary Mifer’s Lutt, 4 Soul itfelfknows what it thinks, One i 
_And feeds him while his Treafures ruft. | Man cannot know the thoughts of ar- ¥ 
“The Cheat,who déals inFraud pretends | other: much lefs can the Devil know 
The Guilt’sthe Falfe Maiicious Fiends. | them, becaufe his nature does no : 
“The Saint when he gives way to Sin, approach fo near as thatof one man . 
Imputes it to the Foe within. to another, who is of the fame Species rm 
Re our Offences what they will, Cardan in his eighteenth Book 
He’s Author, or Accompiice till. de Subsilitate tells us, that a certain . 
Let’s leave him as he is, for why Prince’s Counfeller, one Night walk- . 
$hou’d we fuppofe him always by? . | ing alone on 2 Path on the fide of 2 Ri- 3 
“That he alone moves our Machine, ver, and not knowing where the fhal- 
And a&s in all our Ways unfeen: = { low part was; cry’d out, Ho! And r 
‘Allfay, when guilty of a Crime, alfo immediately heard the fame found : 
We ne’er had done ir but for Him. on the other fide of the Water, and: ; i 

Yet judging rightly of the matter, perfwading himfelf that *rwas a Man 
Ourfelves we find we do but flatter. who anfwer’d him, he ask’d im 1 ’ 
He’s not the Doer.ot the Ill, fralian, the Language of the Country, 4 
‘He only leaves us to our Will: Onde devo paffae 2 Where muft I pais S, 
°Tis that which guides us and delights, | And the Eccho refounded paffar, that fi 
_ Band if the Devil to Sin excices, . is, pafs you. On which he ask’d qu! “ 
_ *Tis we alone that do the Evil ; : That is here? And the Eccho rettri- hd 
‘For each Man’s to himfelf a Devil. ing the fame in anfwer, he found it ' loc 
The New Mercuryof Trer.b May and | be a Whirl-pit, where the perpetl- fr 
April 1708. al circulation of the Water =. 
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“Tis for the very: fame Reafon, that ‘TI don’t éafily give 
way ro all that is rélared concerning Perfons who pretend 


to be Poffefs'd. 


great noife; which having affrighred | 
him, he again cry’d out devo paffar 

us? ought Ito come over here? The 
Eccho anfwer’d paffar gut; pals over 
here: but yet by reafon ot the Nighr, 
and the great noife of the Water, he | 
went back, andthoughr it a defign ot 
the Devilto murther him, which he 
rated to Cardan, 

A certain Minifter bought a Horfe, 
and mounted him in order to return 
home. This new Rider obferving 
himfelf to be ftar’d at by all the Pea- 
fants of the Places thro’ which he 
rode, over-heard one faying to the o- 
ther, that the Horfe had no fault but 
the Glanders, (and Drufe or Droes be- 
ing a word which in German fignifies 
the Devil, 2s well as the Glanders) Ah 
fays another but he has it with a 
vengence. This Man imagining that 
the Word Droes which they make yfe 
of to exprefs this difeafe, fignify’d the 
Devil, perfwaded himfelf that his 
Horfe was poffefs’d by that Evil Spirit; 
which put him into a terrible fright, 
efpecially ac Night when he found 
hinfelf ina deep Road, the paflage of 
which was interrupted by crofs Ca- 
nals, onthe edges of which he was 
oblig’d to ride, and confequently fear’d 
his Horfe fhou’d throw him into them: 
But yet he gor fafe home without the 
leaft mifchief. But if any thing had 
happen’d to him, he won’d intallibly 
have believ’d thar the Devil, or fome 
Conjurer had plaid him this Trick. 
World bewitch’d, t. 4. p- 10. 
A certain Family thought they heard 
a Spirit inthe Houfe, but the noife 
foon appear’d to be only that of a 
_ heighbouring Baker bolting his Meal. 
td. p. 86, | 

(kh) Fhe Demoniacs at Rome, fays 
lewis Guyon in bis various Leétions, 
2.1.3. ¢. 9. p. 489. run thro’ the 
Streets almott ftark naked in a very 
fithy manner, uttering fuch horrible 
crys, that chey were thought to have 
been poffefs’d. Thefe were a fort of | 
loofe Debauch’d Women, which 
firoll'd thro’ the Streets, and defign’d | 


| 


“How many Cheats hdve'been difcoverd 
amongit thofe pretended Poffeflions (k) Ir has 


alfo been 

obfery'd 
to live idle; and to encourage them, 
they were told that if they woun’d 
yield to be Baptiz’d, they: fhou’d be 
doubly rewarded; they were accords 
ingly Baptiz’d, Some Courtiers our of 
a defign to get Mony by thefe Women, 
engap’d them to act a mad parr, and 
to charge the Jews with having pofs 
fefsd them with Evil Spirits: aff 

which was defign’d in hopes of theres 

by confifcating the Effe&ts and Eftates 

of the Jews: but the Fraud was de- 
rected. | 

Do but vary the common ftile with 

thefe Damoniacs, and they know not 

what you mean; Pronounce with 2 

loud and harfh voice a few indiffe- 


/ rent words, and they tremble; be 


caufe they conclude trom the rone of 
the voice, that they are terrible. 
They will do nothing in the prefence. 
of Learned Men, -becauie they fay 
they are incredulous, @c. They trem- 
ble, &’c. How many People do the 


fame without being poffefs’d! Cir. 


A young Wench pretended to be 
poffefs’d in the reign of Henry the III, 
But the Bifhop cf Amiens difcover’d 
the cheat, by caufing her to be exor- 
cis’d by a Laicdrefs’d in Priefts Veit- 
ments, who read Tully’s, Epiftles, on 
which fhe tormented her felf as mucit 
as if he had been a real Prieft, and 
had read the Sacred Book. Peter Pi- 
vay’s Chirargery, 1-7. 
who was deputed by the Faculty of 
Divinity, to examine that pretended 
Dzmoniac Martha Brofier, who did 
fo many Miracles ; in his own words 
gives us what may ferve for a general 
Anfwwer, in all cafes of the like nature; 
A nature multa, pluva fida, a Des 
mene nulla; that is, that the confti- 
tution of Martha Broffier, which was 
apparently very melancholy and hy- 
pocondriac, contributed very much 
to her Enchufiaftic Fits; that the 
feign’d yet more, and that the Devil 
had no ihare inthe whole. Differta- 
tion on the Adventure which bappen’d 
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obfervd.amongft thofe. who undertake to caft Devils out of 
- the Bodies of Dzmoniacs, that there have been fome who 
thro Weakneis or Ignorance, believ’d they were poffeg’d 
or only feem‘d to belive fo out of Intereft, Human Conf, 
derations, by Inftigation, or other Motives which Difcre. 
tion obliges me to pafs over in filence, left I fhou’d be 
thought to confound the honeft Exorcifts with thofe whof 
only Aim is to feduce the Spectators, and who deferve to 
be, raillyd as pleafanrly (in a different manner purfuant to 
theirfeveral Intentions) as one of that Profeifion was for. 
merly by Lucian (/), 
_ Takea good Handfull of Rods, faid an Author of thé 
Jaf Century, and foundly Lafh thofe Dzmoniacs. The 
Remedy is, indeed violent and extraordinary ; but I be: 
dieve wou'd cure moft of the Poffefs’d, if, as we have rea. 
fon to believe, there are feveral who only fancy they are 
‘Tormented, or feign to be fo, that they may be talk‘ of 
or fometimes to Mifchief others, and frequently to Adyan- 
tage themfelves in fome manner. © tod 

But I quit this Subject to come to your Difcourfe, on 
which I fhall make fome compendious Remarks: Compen- 
dious, 1 fay, becaufe I don’t think it proper to enlarge 
them ; you need only joyn them with feveral things which 
‘T have already faid in this Paper, and they will prove as 
extenfive as is necefflary. | 

1. Tallow, That-my Nephew the Abbot Doudon, has 
fuccefsfully run thro’ the Courfe of his Studies; that he 
has been the foremoft of all his Claffes, that he has been 
almoft always Emperor, and frequently Dictator ; and 
‘that when he left the College, he was loaden with the 
—ufual Honorary Prefents there made. But I. don’t there- 
* think myfelf oblig’d to fubmit to whatever ‘he pleales 
to fay concerning Devils, and fwallow very Supfpitious 
Stories for Truths, becaufe they drop'd from his Mouth, or 
his Pen. 2. Tis 

Many Women are poffefs’d, but | other; for otherwife fome one might 
very few Men; becaufe the former | difcover.the Secret. Jd. 
are more credulous, more inconftanr, (1) Lucian tells us he knew an Ex. 
and become more furprizing by cheir | orcift in Paleftine, who by his Exot 
grimaces, diftortions, and Latin | cifms was able to caft out Devils, ™ 
words, which are thought out of their on him thae the Epigram in oti 
power., If the Impofture is difcoe | Epigr. Grecorumwas made, 


wwer’d, they are excus’d by Fits of the | 
Mother and Weaknefs.. . A Conjurer with a Mouth obfcené 
« Tho’ the Devil is very much ad- Will clear you of a Spright unclean 
 di@ed to Calumny, yet the poffefs’d | Away hedrives him, yet the Spell 

_ don’t Caluinniate, but fpare one an- | In the Words lies nor, bus the Smt 
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2. ‘Tis true that the Rabbins boldly afferr many things; 
bur their Adurance does not in the leaft impofe on me. They 
have invented too many ridiculous Follies, contradictory to 
good Senfe and Truth, for me to regulate thy Belief by what 


they fay; and that like you, I thou’d be afraid of giving them 


the Lye, becaufe they decide with Affarance, and broach 
things extraordinary and atnufing. I will, if you pleafe, ad- 
mire thofe things which 4teadmirable ; but thall nevet allow 
them to be abfolurely credible, before I have thoroughly exa- 
min’d them, without any tegard to the Impudence of thofe 
3. You are inclin’d to believe, at leaft it feems to me that 
ou are, that the Devils are composd of the four Elements; 


becaule fome Philofophers affert ir. But 4 nuch greater Num- 


ber maintain the contrary Opinion ; Reafon arid Religion 
take them Spiritual Beings: Shou'd I abandon bork 
Reafon and Religion, to come over to your Philofophers 2 
You conclude that the Devils have a great Power over the 
Elements, becaufe they are compos’d of them. You and f 
then, who are alfo cothposd of then, tuft have as much 

4¢ To prove that the Devils may enter and infiniuare them- 
felves everywhere, you reprefenc them with extreme fubrile 


5. You afférr, Becatife you have read it, that the Souls of 
the Wicked become Devils $ I fhou'd be of your Opinion, if 
you woud fay, that they ‘Suffer as Devils do, and rHat they — 
have the Maligniry of Devils. To argue juftly, chis is what . 
ie ought to meah by yoéut Diabolifation; and ‘tis thus this 
hange is to be taketi. 
6. The Good Devils, and the White Devils; are both pure= 
lyimaginary; The African’, who are Black, reprefent thent 
White, becaufe that Colour feems nafty, hidecus, and hér- 
7. Nothing is (6 cothical as to fancy, that by Afpirarion 
one draws Devils into ones Body. I thou’d very mitch grudge 
the {pending even one Moment to thew the Ridiculotifnefs of 
Py Opinion, which rather defetves a Hifs than a ferious 
8. To undertake to compute the Numbef of Devils; is thé 
moft rath and impertinent Project that ever enter any 
Man’s Thoughts. Will you tell me exactly what Method — 


vobn Her took to know them all, arid to reckon up abové 


feven 


Bodies ; which you wou'd prove much better if you faid, , : ae 
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“ feyen Millions of “em ? But in the Humour which I rake yoy 
£0.be, you are too. much in hafte to believe, to allow. ‘your 
Self time for any fuch Enquiries. 
g. The Air, Fire, Earth, and Water, muft be endued with 
f .. __agreat thare of Knowledge, to be able to difcover the De. 
_ ils; when they are amongft them, and muft alfo be very 
 peevith to kick them about as you tell us. The Influences of 
the Stars, which no doubt participate in fome meafure of the 
alfo be very ignorant, or very patient, to 
|» © —4Muffer the Devils to intermix with them. You will fay I rally, | 
aSindeed Ido; forthe Subject defervesix, 
What Methods do the Stars take to hinder the Devils 
afeending into the Heavens? Is.it by rhe Force of the Rays 
-which they dart? Or is it by changing their Places, and 
crowding together to bar up the Paflage ? If fo, whena 
vil has a Mind to afcend, there are undoubtedly very ftrange 
Motions amongft the Ceeleftial Bodies! Certainly. the Aftro- 
logers know nothingofthem. 
. 41. You will have me read all your Books with Refped, 
and repofe a Confidence in them. As for the Refpect, I'l 
grant it, if -you defire ir abfolutely; for perfwade my felf 
that ewill nor be of any Confequence, with regard to Reafon 
Truth. But as for a Confidence in them, I hall never 
‘yield it any farther than I thall be convinced, that in allowing 
at, 1 mall not rifgque the Interefts of that Trurh and Reafon; 
as I haye feveral times told you in this Difcourfe, and I te 
‘peat it here, to ferve as a general An{wer to the whole Col- 
fedtion of Apparitions of Devils in yours. 
_ (412. Probably if the Devils wait a favourable Wind to form. 
their Bodies, as you fay, ‘tis in order to manage the Ait 
which employ to that.purpofe, more at their Eafe: From 
ghis it.muft be infer'd, that the Body being form’d, if con 
trary ‘Wind blows, the aerial Body is gone. According 1 
this Principle, there are no fuch things as Apparitions of De- 
yils in high Winds, Wherefore thofe that tell us the Devils 
Intermix with Storms and Tempefts, are great Lyars» 
_ *¥3. All the whimfical Shapes which, according to you, 
Devils affume to come hither, to appear ro Men, extremely 
divert me by the Reprefentation which I make to my (lf 
them; which I fancy to be painted on a Picture. Thus the 
Paintets have pleas’d themfelves with reprefenting the Tem 
‘Ptations of one of the (2) holieft Anchorites who was thus tot- 
“mented by the Devils. | 
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juft to perfwade you to change your 


reading the Books in which ‘tis contain’d, and from whence 
you had it. Is it then reafonable, becaufe you have long.been 
in ao Error, to infer that you ought to continue in it? How 
plainly does this difcover the real Effects of Prepoffeffion >? 
15. I am not lefs furprizd, to find you affirm that you 


Credulity is ill grounded, and that becaufe Lam not yer an 
Author, nor have ever Printed any of my Works. It does 
not always happen, that thofe who write Books, think the 
jufteft, argue the beft, make the moft exact Searches after 
Truth, or follow it the clofeft when they have found ir. The 


is either to make others talk of them at any rate, to amt 

and divert, or to get their Living; by reafon they are inca- 
pable of any other Employment. They are not much con- 
Readers of your Tafte, feveral of them haye fucceeded in 
furpriz’d at it. 


Reafon he chufes rather to debauch a marry’d Woman than 2 


but even the moft wicked Proficient im Logick, muft detect 


on this Subject is, that to avoid offending Modefty, you 
wou'd:not fay much of it ; and, for the fame Reafon, lam 
very. cautious how I {peak of it tho’ in order to difabufle you 
with regard to a great many things which you have menti- 
ond. “Tis te rake into Filth , which ought nor to be ftirrd. 


* 


14. I am furpriz’d to hear you tell me, that ’twou’d be un- 
© Opinion, after hayiig: 
been confirm’d in it fo many Years, which you have (pent im 


cannot perfwade your felf, thar twill be poffible forme ta 
alledge any Reafons of {afficient Strength to prove thar yous. 


chief Aim of feveral Authors in the Books which they publith, 2 


cernd what Pains they take, nor very: follicitous: whether 
they fpeak Truth or not ; and there being a grear many — 


their Defigns to that degree, that they themfelves have been’ 
16. The Devil is violently bent to Wickednefs$‘for which — 


Virgin ; therefore alfo the Stories of Damonographerscon~ 
cerning Incubufes and Succubufes, are true. This you argue: 


the Falficy of this Reafoning. The beft which you have faid 


‘Twere to be with’d that the Authors of Books:had 


—endu’d with more Diicretion than they thew when they treat 
of {uch Ob{cenities. 


17. With the more particular Circumftances Stories are at- 


tended, the ftronger Evidence they carry with them, fay you: 


To which I anfwer, That thefe Circumftances are frequently 


the Lures to draw Men into Credulity. Thefe Storymongers 
Benerally refemble a fort of Accomprants, who, notwithitan- 


ing that they {well up their Charges, and augment ‘em un- 
P 2 jaftly, 
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Th HISTORY f 
yet affect to give them an Air of fcrupulous Exactn 
© __ by adding to feveral Millions of Livres, a few odd Sols and 
18. How very good-naturd are you, when you carry your 
~Scruples fo far, as to think it the higheft pitch of Ingratitude | 
with regard to thofe who have been at the pains to. colleg 
and impart.to us fo many Narrations of Diabolical Practices, 
~ t0 pay them with Incredulity! Thus to facrifice the Interefts 
of Truth, istoftrain Gratimnde roa Faulke 
- 19. Your beneficent wanton Spirits, are very much oblig’d 
to you for your Endeavours to make them pats for good. 
maturd Devils ; for hitherto it has been the conftant Opinion; 
that the Devils thought of nothing bur evil. es 
I thall here end my Remarks on your Difcourfe$ and iff 
woud have run through all its Articles, I might have much 
enlarg’d them: But that being {carce feifible without defcend- 
ing to Particulars, by which I fhoud difcover many Follies, 
which might incenfe you againft me, I chule rather to entreat 
you to reflect ferioufly on fome general Principles which I 
have.laid down, to the end that Men may read to Advantage, 
and not believe too eafily. If ever you come to be cautious 
“in whar you believe, you will be the firft who will laugh at 
_ _* your felf for having, as you have, taken a thoufand Fables 


+ 


Yo 


The extravagant Conceits f Monfieur Oufle, who 
e 


7 — 


per[waded that he was haunted by De- 

vils wherever he went, and that they appear'd 

to him in the Shapes of Dogs, Hogs, Flies, and 
‘Batterflies. 

| *~A A Onfieur Ouffe having receiv’d Noncrede’s Difcourfe, im- 
t4Y mediately fent fer the Abbot Doudon, the Confident of . 
Practices, to communicate it to him. They 
 @®@agac together: Bur alas! with what Airs of Contempt and 4 
_-Sc@rnidid they perufe ic? At each Article, they fhruged uP 
-their Shoulders, ro thew their little Regard for this Piece, and ! 


_ -their Averfion to yield to the judicious Sentiments eee, 
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hefore them ; and no body being by, to ask them the Redfons 


of their Contempt and Indignation, {to which Queftion they” 


wou'd not certainly have been able to have return’d a reafo- 


pable Anfwer, ) they condemn’d the whole, without Reftri- 


ction, and at the fame time without knowing why ; appland- 
ing their tenacious Adherence to their Opinions, and mutually 
promifing never to forfake them ; they then parted, with this 
excellent Refolution ; each of them retaining his former Pree 


judices. 


But Monfieur Oufle, whofe Head had for feveral Days been 
fill’d with Devils, and Diabolical Practices, as well by what 


he had read before he fer about compiling his Difcourfe, as 
by his Application in compofing it, and the Converfation he 


had been engagd in, on reading his Brother's Paper ; fell in- 
to whimfical Conceits, which drew him into many verbaland — 


actual Extravagancies. He began to fancy that the Devils 
purfu'd bim everywhere; that they, appeard to him in I 
know nop how many different Shapes ;. that is, thofe of which 
he had met with Inftances in his Books: for his Folly ( fer- 
give me that Expreffion, how harfh foever, for I believe I 
do him no Wrong in applying it to him ; what I have hither- 
to related, and what I fhall relare, muft make any one own, 
thar with regard to Superftition and Credulity, he.might juft- 
ly be accounted a downright Fool,) his Foliy, I fay, took its 
Source from his Reading, and fan. continually in. she fame 
Channel, withour ever ftraggling. If he took a Fable fora 
true Story, twas becaufe he had read fomething like, it, which 
encourag’d his believing it, and was continually back'd,by his 
Prepoffeffion : For ‘twas ta no purpofe, as we have jult.now 
feen, that he met-with any Arguments ia his Book, of {uffi- 
cient Force ro-have undeceiv’d him: He always remain‘d fo 
firm to what*he had ac firft believ'’d, that whatever.contra-, 


dicted him, pafs’d in his Opinion for: falfe, ridiculous,.and- 


infupportable. -. So:that confidering this, we are not to.be fur- 
pris'd that Noncrede’s-Difcourfe feem’d.to him a wretched Per- 
formance, and-unworthy his Approbation. 


To return then to this defpicable Vifienary, whom I.pro~. 


Ourre 


oF 
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ceed to reprefentas be ,was -whilft he imagin’d himfelf" 


‘pofleffed. by Devils, as alfo;:what:he did, and f{aid, during 
thefe ftrange Imaginations. The Reader will donbrlefs be 
aftonith’d:ar the: Recital of this Man’s.: Extravagancies, and 


‘perhaps will {carce be able to prevail on himfelf to believe — 


em; fo extreme ridiculous will they appear. I fhall nor offer 


any Proteltations or Oaths; nor thall 1 cite any Evidences to 
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thar fucha'Man ‘fhou’d ‘be capable of evens the’ moft fooli 


; 


prove the Truth of them); -for ‘twill be very hard to produce, 
and bring them ‘to be heard. Is it not enough for me to. pur 
the ‘Reader in mind of what I faid ar the beginning of this Hi. 
ftory, of Mr. Ouffe’s Character 3 when J advertisd him, tha 
he was'a weak, credulous, ‘and prejudic’d Man, paffionately 
fond of every thing, furprizing, prodigious; and uncommon; 
and that he was ina fort bred up in this: Fondnefs, Prejudice, 
Credulity, and Weaknefs? Shou’d we not, after this, exped 


Extravagancies, and the molt ridiculous Conduct ? Bur pro- 
ceed we to thefe pretended Apparitions of Devils; 
--Monfieur Ouffe intending ‘to have fome fine Shelves made, 


»~ inorder to provide a Place worthy of thofe Books which were | 
to him fo'dear, and the reading of which was his \principal 


‘and moft agreeable Employment ; fent for a Joyner, one of 


_ the‘ableft of bis Profeffion, to acquaint him with his Defgn, 


and get him to execute it: The Artift came immediately, 
bur ‘was ‘follow’d by ‘a great Spaniel Dog, which was not 
any thing extraordinary ;'moft Handicrafts-Men ufually keep- 
ing fuch Dogs for their Amufement, as Country Gentlemen 
do for their Profit. Fhe Joyner being’enrer’d Monfieur Oufles 
Clofer, the latter looking’ more on the Dog than his Mafter, 
at firft'feém’d ftupified, and as it were’immoveable. “Twas 
long before he fpake, his Eyes being continually fix’d-on the 


Dog. The Joyner’knew sot what to think of this profound 


Silente, ‘nor of ‘the Aftonifhment and motionlefs Stare. of. the 
Perfon who had ‘fent for him in fuch Hafte, thar he fear'd 
‘twas fcarce poffible for him to come foonenough to pleafe 
him: Bar'at fedgth’he ventur’d to:ask him, What che pleasd 
to command but receiv'd’no Anfwer: Monfieur 


{pake no otherwife than by ‘his Eyes, which -were ‘ftill.on the 


Dog: The Workman growing impatient ac faeh.an obftinate 


Silence; “ Did you,.Sir, fays he, fend: for me only to look:at 


** my Dog? If fo, you need only ‘have fent tome for him, 
“¢ and I wou’d not ‘have taken the Pains to come hither; J 
“woud have fent him freely, for you to have look’d yout 
“Fill ac’him, without: charging ‘you a Peny forit.” ‘Our 
Dreamer, ‘who had look’d'on‘the Dog with fuch Attention, 
for ‘no other Reafon than becaufe it came into his Mind, by 
temembring what he had read, (4) that this poor Animal 


Bithop: of cyprus; faysy Zeroafter , by way Riddle, 


‘That the Devil came out of the Body | that Dogs frequently fhew themielvés 


/ OF a Demoniack in the Shape of a | to thofe who trip themfelves sl 
ality 


black Dog. Le Loyer, p. 318, 
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told. him, that he, was a Magician, and that. be, bad 
brought along with:him.a’‘Damon to torment him, and difiurb 
and diforder his Houfe,..:No Surprize cou’d ever come vp,to 


that of the Workman ;, who, knowing:nothing of the Weaks - 
nefs, Or rather Folly of this poor Man, return’d his Reproach © 


in a Voice as loud as thar which he bad made ufe of to.exprefs 
his injurious Sufpicion of his Vifits: Monfieur Oxfle- replied 
with the fame Hear, but wichal ftill never.removed his Eyes 
off the Dog, fo much he feard that: he fhou'd, fall on him and 
tear him to pieces, for he .was very far from believing, hia 
one of the Good Devils, of whichyhe {pake in the before reci- 


ted famous Difcourfe. The-Dog-on his:fide feeming fenfible | 


of what he was {ufpected, keeping clofé to, his. Mafter, was 
on hisGuard, with his Head turn’d upwards, lookd as fted- 


fattly on Monfieur Oafle as.he did on him. If one had {een 
him, one fhou'd have been apt to haye faid, rhat he wasamar 
zed at this ridiculous Extravagance on his:account. But yet = 


thefe rwo Men grew fo paffionate, thar they feem’d entring 
into fuch a Difpofition, as not to content themfelves with 
exprefling their Refentments by Word only. In thorr, Mon- 
fieur Oufle came up to the Joyner, and: very roughly thruft 
him from him, on which the Spaniel began to bark very loud, 
thus teftifying to his Mafter his Readinefs to defend him effe- 
Guaily ; on which Monfieur Oufle outrageoufly threatning 
the Joyner, be alfo anfwer'd his Menaces in phe fame Tone; 
and the Dog barking inceffantly, the whole made a horrible 
Noife in the Clofer. Camela, who heard all thefe varions 
Sounds, came to the Clofet-Door to fee what was the Mauen; 


but fearing that her Father's Throat was curting, and notrha- == 


_.ving Courage enough to enter, fhe call’d to her Affiftance ber 


Sifter Ruzine, and Mornand; becaufe they were more within 


hearing than any of the reft of the Family. They ran up 
Stairs with the uemoft Precipitation, the Fright having almoft 
bereft them of their Senfes ; but heariag the fame Noife con- 
tinue, which had fo dreadfully terrified. them, theys,pufh'd 


open the Door with fuch Violence, that even the eg oa : 


tality; meaning the Devils, to thofe | coats, in order to debauch ther. Bo. a 


Who are ready to die; or to ‘din. p. 308. 
‘cople, who the ‘Worl by By the Word Dog, Demons: arc if 
‘Solitary Retirement, ‘Id. 183.) fometimes expreficd; and ¢vea 


We have feen a Dog, call'd a Dz- | Zoroaffer's Magick, they are called ‘s 


Moa, that took op the Nuns PRetti- Dogs. Le Loyer, p. 25- 


(b) 


a5 
was a Devil, and that, he was in a fort infulted) by the 
ner; at laft broke Silence, and: in a very: lond, and: angey. 
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batants themfelves' were frightned. MonGeur immedi. 
ately cry’d our, ‘thewing them the Dog, that they thou’d rake 


how they came’near him, for he was a Devil: The-A;- 


tifan fatigu’d himfelf to prove that ’twas‘not a Devil, burg 
Dog, a real Dog, made as others Dogs were’; thatche had 
bred him op from a Puppy; and thar he had eat of bis, Bread 
above three Years, without difcovering the leaft Mark of 


= any Diabolical Practices. The Dog left off Barking, and 


was wholly filent,:as tho: he meant to give his Mafter ‘as 
much Time as ‘was neceflary, to overthrow this wickéd 
Scandal rais’d on him, and to enlarge on the Commendati. 
ofs which he thoughr he‘deferv'd. Bur Monfieur Onfe fill 
maintain'd; and woud not defift from it, that he was a real 
Devil, that had affum'’d-the Shape of a Dog. Mornand, who 
very much fufpected it to be fome Fit which had feizd his 
Mafter, humour'’d him in feeming to believe it, whilft Ruzine, 
who was. of the fame Mind, made a Sign to the Joyner to 
hold: his Tongue, whifpering him, that ber Father bad fuck 
an Averfion ‘for «all: Dogs, that he coud no more bear ‘the 
fight*of them than of Devils $ and in fhort, prevail’d on him 
to go off with his Dog, without any Noife. Silly Camele, 
who took the Dog for a real Devil, becaufe her Father faid 
fo, and Mornand feem’d to believe it, ran in a difmal Fright 
to her Mother, and affurd her, that a Conjurer, in the Shape 
‘of a Joyner, had brought a Devil to her Father in che Refem- 
blance of a terrible ugly Dog, that how]’d difmally. -Madam 
Obfle, inftead of being afraid, (for the very much fufpected 
all the Wonders related to have happen’d in her Husband's 
‘Apartment, and was'too well acquainted with them to give 


‘Credit to them without exact Information did nor doubrbut 


that this Scory was founded on fome of his ordinary Whimfies: 


1On Which the oblig’d Ruzine and Mornand to tell it to her, 
“who imt@ediarely confirm’d her Opinion. She Monfieur 
“Oufle'to his Repofe, how great foever her Defire was to talk 
with’ him, to extricate him out of his Error. But having 
‘Yearn’d by frequent Experience, that whatever Efforts: bis 
“Friends made, and what Reafons’ foever they produc'd, t0 
drive thefe’ Whimfies ovr of his Head, they: found:it more. 
“advifable, to be filent, rather than to rifque their handling 


them {fo a8°tn warm him, and give him an Opportunity, of 
fortifying himfelf by. falfe Reafons, which he woud haye 


‘been fure to havevdone, to prove ‘him(elf in the. right:; AS 


for Camele, as foon as her Mother had talk’d with her,’ wheto 


beliew 


a’ 


longer belicy’d the Dog.to be a Devil for’ the foolith Gist. 
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Monfiur 
believ'd and disbeliev’d with equal Facility, as I have alrea- 
dy hinted in heb Charaiter. 

The Joyner did not fail to relate this odd Adventure to a 
great many People ; and it grew fo publick, rhar ir became 
simoft the whole Talk of the Town. And what follow'd 
was, that how extravagant foever Monfieur Oufle's Imaginati- _ 
on was, it notwithftanding made I know not what Impreffion 
on feveral Minds, which gave them a particular Idea of thag- 
ged Spaniels, very different from what they had before. If 
any one of them happen’d to have never fo little-of an ill 
Look, ‘twas thought there appear’d on them fome Marks of © 
an Evil Spirit; (for the Vulgar can hardly perfwade them- 
felves that the Devils have not Bodies which are vifible; and 
in feveral manners fenfible ; they have been told fo many 
Tales which reprefent them cloath'd with Bodies, thar they 
doubr not in the leaft but they are as fubftantial as we are ;) 
and this was: fo true, that feveral Women cou’d nor, with- 
out Uneafinefs and a certain Repugnance, bear rhe Sight of 
Dogs they before were extremely fond of. If a Dog beganto 
howl! in the Night, he feem’d to them a real Hobgoblin, or 
Demon, fent by fome Conjurer to run about rhe Streets tro 
injure the Pacengers, or to break the Neck of thofe who 
fhou’d be fo imprudent to venture their Heads our at Win- 
dow. ’Tis alfo reported, that even ar this time, there are fe- 
veral in that Town who are of this ridiculous Opinion: Se- 
vetal cou'd nor come néar the Joyner’s Dog without Fear: 
and took as much Care at the fight of him, as if they had 
feen the Devil. sey 

Monfieur Ouffe alfo believ’d, becaufe. he had read it, (5) 
that amongft the Hogs were feveral real Devils; and when- 
ever he faw one, he trembled. During the whole time thar 
thefe Whimfies prevail'd, he wou'd nor, eat.a Bit of Pork; tho’ 
before a great Lover of that Meat.’ “‘ Is nor, faid he, their 
“ frightful. Figure perfectly Diabolical ? Are their Gruntings 
“lefs terrible than thofe of the Devils when tormenting-the 
“ Damn’d in Hell ? Have not we frequently, in our Plays, 
“ feen the Devils arm’d with Hogs Bladders torred and 
“ blown up, which they. made ufe of to beat and frighten 
“Men? The Pleafure which thefe Animals rake in wallow- 
* ing in the Mire, does it not proceed’ from the Devil’s.ex- 


(b) According to st. Zobn Chryfo- | vals poffefs'd’the Body of the Monk 
0m, De Providentia ad Stagivrum | Stagirw, appear'd in the Shape of a 

Monachum, the Devil, who by Iater- Hog coyr’d with Mire. 
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 $$$Th HISTORY of 
of Naftinefs and Filth ?” *Fwas by thefe op 
like ridiculous Arguments, that this weak Man enconrap’4 
fapportéd himfelf in thofe unaccountable Whimfes deca. 

&on'd: by his miftaken Reading, Proceed we next to fevers 

others,.no Jefs furprizing than chofe which we have related. 
Alb manserof Stinks (c) pafs'd with’ bim: for fo many 
Proofs of ithe Peefence of fome Devil. I will nor emer into 4 
Particular, of all the Exiravagancies into which this Opinion 
Wrew bim:) All that I:camfay is, whenever he fatisfied the 
Weceffities of Nature hé Was ‘in a continual Alarm; fo much 
the feas'd that fome Devil; purfuant to his Notion, inhabiting 


she Privy, thou'dtake the Advantage of the Pofture in whic) 
_ pe avas,’ to torment him: wherefore he went thence as foon 
 ‘@she coud, and never went thither when ‘twas pofiible to 


‘Baad rather turn the Difcourfe to another Extravagance of 
‘@fomerhing better Scenr: ‘ris his great Fear‘of Flies: For he 
affirm'd alfo, thar the Devil frequently appear’d in the Shape 
of thofe Infects ; (d) for which Reafon, be: wou'd not fufter 
“any. Fruit on the Table, for fear ix thouw'd draw them thither 
certain: Perfon having thew'd him one in a “Microfcope, 
swhéh he faw its Horns, its Trunk, its purple Byes, its hairy 
Eegs;. its cloyen. Feer; and in fhort, its whole Body together, 
seprefenting.2 Figure which to him feem'd fo much the 
-gaore bidcousy becaufe he never belicv’d ‘twas: what he faw 


g atdan fays, that wicked Spi- The Sons call'd Babal, that 15, if 
sits’ {tink does ‘alfo the Place| Hebrew, Lord whence? comes 
‘which they frequent ; and believes | halzebuch “which fignifies 
“that ‘tis from thence that tlre Ancients | becaufe there was - sia.’ Ely in his 
“Sorcerers; Fabtemtes. Bodin. | Temple, “Bodia? 
25. After facrifie'd to 
Parfuant to Paulus Diaconus, | scaron the. of Flees, and the 
¢. 6. Hiftor. Longobardica; Ku-| Greeks to Fupuer, fornam'd M 
“mibert, King of the Lombards, talk-{ des, that is the Fly-fap, all th 
ing before his Grand Querry of his{ Flies flew away in a Cloud ;-as vw 
_Defiga to put to Death two Lom-| read in Patfenias in Arcadics 
“Bard Lords, nam’d  d/don and Gran-| Pliny, 1.29. 6.6, 
fon, ard a great Fly importunately| ‘Tis faid of the Dzmoniack of 
that Prince, he feveral| Laon, ‘that the Devil Beelsebub 
took up.a Knife to kill it; | fued out of bis Mouth in the ghapé 
ont. cut off one Leg. After] of a Fly, aad return’d info 't 
Swhich a Man appear’d to aad} the fame Shape. Le Loyer, p. 52% | 
Graufon with a woodden Leg, and] Fhe.Devil f{omerimes. appears 
q advertis’d them of the King’s Der the’ Shepe of a great. Fly, or a But. 


them ; which made this} tery, fays Lrducre in his Trad ot 
Fly pals fora Devi, ot 
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. to be; he thought it a very proper Habitation for the Devil: 
He had the fame Opinion of Butterflies, ‘to the great Misfor- 
He alfo very much diftrufted the Children who beg'd Alms 
‘1 the Streets. A Story told in one of his Books, (¢) which 
rells us that the Devil once appear’d ‘in the Shape of ‘one 
of thefe Children, was the Occafion of it. “Twas for the 
fame Reafon (f) that he was@¥@ty caurious in raking 
Man or Maid Servant into his Sepvice, without .a previous 
very ftric&t Enquiry inro their paft Life, that he might be 
cure that he did not hire any Devil. © 88 9” 
If any Perfon, with whom he was hot ir apy cal'a 
him by his Name, ‘he immediately fufpected fome Diabolical 
Practices" which Jealoufie he pretended to juftifie by Bx 


amples (¢ ). 


In thort, he tir'd himfelf with thefe pretended Perleeutions: 
¢ B® His Books came'tn to his Affiftance, to guard him againft the 
Torments which he fear'd from. the Power and Artifices‘of «© 
thefe evil Spirits. “We fhall fpeak of his imaginary Helps 
io the Chapters. 


and accordingly they were his chief Refuge in-all his Amicti- 


(e) This Stcry is in de Laucre’s| in the Shape of Maid or Men Servants 
Trad of the Inconftancy of Dezmons, | into the belt Services in the Houfe.: 

(f) In the Northern parts of the} (g) In Zartary, the Demons call ~ 

World, there are Demons who are by their Names, to’ 
| Called Guuet, who drefs Horfes and | them wander out of their way, and = 
Beafts, There are alfo fome™ ftarve them with Hunger. Jd. 333. 
led Trollen, who hire themfelves (2) On 


What’ Monfiewr Oufle did to: free bimfelf from, 
and guard himfelf the pretended Appa- 

rttions of Devils, which gave him great Unea- q 
finels, and tormented him, with the continual 
_ Fears of fome Mifchiefs to be brought on him by a 

Oufle always thought himfelf able by his Su- 


4 


¥ 
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oy 


dns, Difturbances, and Uneafinefs: "Twas to them he 


for Means to fhelrer bim(elf againft all thofe Devils, by whom 
he fancied himfe]f to be continually furrounded! Alas! this 
weak Man need only, to have given another Turn to his Ima. 
ginatiqn, to haye obtain’d what he with'd; he.need only haye 
convince d) himfelf that thefe Fears were folely founded on 
‘Whimfies> Bur this was too great a Task for him ; for a de 


Yuded Fantaftick never believes himfelf to deferve that Cha- 


gacter. But Jet's followgMr. Oufle, and fee what he does to 
drive away. thofe Devils WHO never think of him. Onr Jon. 
mey will nor be very longy we need only to accompany him 
vo his Library ; for ‘rwas from his Books that he had thele 
admirable Secrets to remedy thofe Evils, which really never 
bappen'd< But indeed the Cure was of a piece with the Dif. 
ee both barely imaginary. As he only fancied he faw De- 
wils, “twas alfo only by the Force of Imagination, that the 


’ Secsets which he learn’d from his Books prevented his feeing 
amy more. 


ore. Proceed we then to recite thef> marvellous, or 


The firft which be thought of, was the Root Baaras, which 


perh 
ji in the Books. which mention it ; 


fome have ventur'd to affirm, has the intrinfick Virtue of 


driving away Evil Spirits. (4) But he ‘did nor try it, be 


eaufe-he cou'd. nor pofiibly ger. ict, The Herbarifts were fo 
far from furnifhing bim with it, that they neither knew what 
it was, or fo much a§ its very Name : ‘The Reafon of which 
aps was, becaufe it never really exifted any where celle 
ag well as_a certain 
Stone’ which is faid to be found in the Nile ; (6) and which 


our Virtuofo wou'd very fain have.gotten to the fame End. 


But in all thefe Difappointments, he was ecafily as 


(4) On the North-fide of the City ; wholly, except only a very {mall patt 
of Macherus, is the Valley call’d 
Baaras, which produces a Root of the 
Name which is red, and towards 
t 


will immediately follow him that 
e. Evening natorally glifters vey | 


bound him , «and, confequently draw 
out the Root along with him; but 


of it, to which taften a: Dog, who 


Band. it 
-any Dang¢r in the following manner : 
‘Char away the Earth around it 


brightly : but it will not eafily foffer 


{Elf to be|plackid up:by Paflengers, 


but, on the contrary, continually 


“fhrink back without ftopping, till Wo- 
‘mens Urine or. menftruovs Blood be |. 


‘thrown upon it: tue he’that touthes: 
it, is fore to die immediztcly, if he 
shave not fome of the Root’ in h‘s 
It may be gather’d without 


will inttantly die. Jofepbus 
Story on Hearfay. This Root is faid 
inftantly to caft out Devils. Wor 
Bewitch’d, tom. 4. p. 282. — 
a Heat_en. Authors 
cited Stobéus, fays, ‘that, ‘at rhe 
Nile was a’ Stone ‘like a Béant; whi 
cur’d thofe who were afflicted | wi 
Demons; for as foon as ever: was 
applied to the Nofes of Damosiachs, 


the Devil immediately left them,” 
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“Monfear 
by the Expedients which he flatter'd ‘himfelf to have yer ia | 


Referve, which muft infallibly compafs his Ends, 


The firft of which was, to make ufe of a’ Sword ; having 
learn'd by his Reading, that the Devils fear nothing fo much 
as the brandifhing of naked Swords (c). And difliking his 
own, which was but a fhort one, defign’d rather for Orna- 
ment than Ufe, he boughr feveral long and broad ones, of 
the beft remper’d Steel ; with which, from time to time, ke 
run through fuch Courfes of Exergjf@ as much more diverted 
thole who faw them, than frighten’d the Devils. And after 
all, to be the more fecure of gaining this glorious Victory, 
he fix’'d a large Diamant on his Finger, before he took bis | 
Sword in his Hand. The Reafon of which Precaution was, 
that one of his Authors (d) had affur’d him, thar Diamants 
are infupportable to Devils, To his Swords and Diamants, 
by the Advice of his Books, he {uperadded (e ) feveral Cocks, 
which he bred up in his Houfe, withour acquainting any body 
why he did fo. “Buc his Lady, uneafie at the Sight of fo 
many ufelefs Cocks, like a good Houfewife, contriv’d to add 
fome Hens to them, that the Profit of the latter might make 


fome Amends for the troublefome Noife of the former. This. — ; et | 


Mixture, which Mcnfieur Oufle patiently fuffer’d becaufe he 
could not hinder it, without by oppofing it, occafioning fome 
Difturbance in his Family ; renderd him very very uneafie, 
by reafon it came into his Head, that the Devils, difcerning 


B thar thefe Cocks almoft always diverting themfelves with the 


Hens, woud nor therefore ftand in fuch great awe of thems 
and confequently wou'd not fty from them fo faft as he hop. 
Hé valu’'d himfelf very lighly on this Reflection, and was 
charm’d with the Opportunity of making it, becaufe it laid 
him under a fort of Obligation to recur to other fuperftirious 
Practices. He carry’d his Extravagance fo far, as to believe, 
that becaufe he had not made ufe of Cocks only, as he ough 
to have done, without intermixing them with Hens ; Ki 

re 


(¢) Plato, and feveral other Aca- [ wanton Spirits. Admirable Secrets of 
demicks, held that the Devils were } Albertus Magnus, |. 2. P. 9. 
terribly afraid of tharp Swords. Bo~} (e¢) The Devils fly the Voice of 
din. Ds 3or a Cock, according to Pfellus.’ Le 


A Stoick {peaking of the Ceremo- | Loyer, p. 21. 
nies of Magicians, fays, that they | Some Devjls have appear’d inthe ~ 
were forced to keep their Swords| Shape of a Lyon, and vanilh’d as 
drawn, to frehten the Demons, | foon as a Cock was brovghe before 
Learned Intyedulity, 77+ them. The Pitture of the dnconftance 
(4) The Diamaat is good againft ! of Devils, by De Laucre. 
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‘hare Deficiency both the Swords and Diamant inet. 
fectual. Thus the create to themfelves Difficu!: 
| < : ties, in .order to run from one fuperftirious Practice CO ano 
“wher; for, acting without any reafonable Principles, they 


| 
a; yield, themfelves a Prey.to Falfities, Cheats, and Errors. 
That he might riot then be blam’d for the Neglect of any 
sg ‘ef thofe Inftructions which his Library afforded him ; to pre. 
_ “went Devils appearing to, and tormenting him ; he try’d eye im 
thing that he cou’d meet with in them. He wore about 
him. the Herb, Mugwort, ( f) uled Vervain, (zg) and gx 
“two: Vulcurs Hearts, which he alfo wore about him, the on 
tied with a Lion’s Hair, and the other with a Wolf’s 
» fle caus’d an Image to be made with two Heads, one of 
Man looking inwards, and the other of a Woman looking 
4 “outwards (i): He kept himfelf up to as merry a pitch afi 
4 he coud, that Melancholy might not at all make way for the 
‘Devils (4); as Authors threaten thofe who give into tha 
‘aduf&{t Humour: .and to increafe, or according to him, 
compleat and confummate the Remedies of his Uneafineflt, 
me a Clap of Thunder falling on the Yard of his Honfe, he re 
eS collected a whimfical Opinion of a certain Nation, and join‘ 
that People (/) in believing that Heaven had for ever 
“banith'd ali Devils from Sim. So that this poor 
gou'd not rid himlelf of one ridiculous Error without 
~help.of another full as impertinent. it 
_«»Avlaft then, by the Force of his Imagination, which reli p 
ed,on thefe Follies, he was deliver'd from the Fears of thei) 
‘Apparition. of Eyil Spirits, Dogs, Hogs, Flies, Burteriiis, 
| | : 
(ff) He who always wears aby tations, t. 1.1.4. ¢, 12. 
Herb Mugwort; need pert. The Ancients fay, that Melan- 
fear any Evil Spirits, Poifon, Water, | choly is the Devil’s Bath. 
Wire, or that any thing thould)|.Problems, fed. 30. queft.1. 
port him. Albertus Magnys his Ad-| Some have been of Opinion, ti ¢ 
-“mirable Secrets, 168,169. fame Ingredients that would 
Sg) Vervain drives away Evil Spi- | pel Meiancholy, would relieve Dame 
and Devils, L. 2. p. 8. niacks, as Mufick did Saxl. To 
Ch ) Vultur’s Heart .ty’d with a end they prefcribe Rue Leaves, th 
or Wolf's Hair, drives away [ Smoak of Afh-wood, and Goats 
Devils. Td. /, 3. p- 168. F Melancholy being the Seat of the 
(2) The Egyptian Priefts, accor-[ vil. De Laucre, p. 284. Bi 
Ging to Oru, perfwaded themfelves]|  Pomponatius fays, that the 
_@nd.others, thar an Image with two purz’d Daemoniacks with Hellebort 
a “Heads, one of a “Man looking in- Le Loyer, 150. bat th 
‘wards, and the other of a Woman] (/) The Laplanders believe og 
“Teoking outwards, was an infallible | Thunder kills Evil Spirits, making,” 
4 Prefervative and Remedy againft De- the. Rainbow to dart its pr 
vils, Camerariw’s Hifforical Medie | World Bewitch'd, tom, Pp 19 Wi 
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an 


he was not yet at all eafier ; for, frony thefe Whimfies he ran 
t0 others, full as ridiculous whi 
ving recited fome Extravagancies 


fre of acquiring great Riches, was drawn into very foolith 


- 


re HA P. VIL. 


of greMt Riches, after having read Monfeur 


Men, and puts them in praétice. 


culous Nations, being to couch Monfieur Ouffe in the. mot 
enfible Part; he, without any delay, gave it ‘him; withal 
afuring him, that he wou’d there find feveral great-Truths, 
which the World could not bear. ‘“‘ Read, added he, this 
“ Difcourfe, with a confident Dependarce onthe Truth of 
“ it, and you will there meet with whar is marvellous and 
“ furprizing.. But remember, that Great Men {peak there 
“as well as I, and that I advance nothing which is not prin 
“ ted with Approbation, which isto fay enough.” Sanfague 
feem’d as attentive to his Advice, as if it had fall’n from the 
Mouth of a Prophet. He.then:immediately fet to reading it¢ 
Buc what pleas’d him moft, was that Place in the fecond part 


¢d Devil: At this his Mouth water’d extremely ; for his 
Predominant Paffion was that of getting a vat Eftare. He 
Was continually taken up with this Defire, and his atcentive 


vd ftinking Places, Were ‘no longer ‘to him’ Oceafions 


T fhall relate, after has 
Sanfugue, who tho’she 
was not fach a Fool as his Father, yet, by his anxious Des — 


Sanfugue ezug violently bent on the Acquifition ig 


Oufle’s Difcourfe of Devils, informs himfelf of _ 
 thofe fuperftitious ways which pretend to enrich 


having heard of his Father's Difcourfe concerning 

Devils, was inducd, by I know not-what Cariofiry, to 
read it. then went to him, to ‘intreat him to Jet‘him fee 
it; telling him, tbat he bad heasd ‘twas fuch an excellent 
Piece; that he wou’d do:him a great Pleafure to impart it to. 
him. To applaud what'he had written concerning his ridie 


which mentions a Demon, who teaches the Compofition of 
the Philofophers Stone, and which the Note calls The Beard- 


Enquiries 
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Enquiries to fatisfy it. He had long fince confulted thofé 
ofefs to fearch after this precious Stone, this Powde; 
‘of Projection, this Water the Sun, and in thort Iabon, 


at what they call the Grand Work. He had read whatever 


‘was moft confiderable 


and againft thefe Enquiries ; and 


pot: wanting .Capacity, nor. believing withont Caution, he 


ents riever thought of ‘it fo much as the Moderns (6), who 
have in queft of 


gas _per{waded that all thefe Pains were vain, :ulelefs, and 

elufive, and tended more to impoverith than enrich Men, 
In thort, Experience teaches us, that thefe Alchimiftical Ope. 
rations always terminate either in deceiving others, or oy 
felves. *Tis true, the Chymifts have fettled feveral chief 
Principles to prove that ‘tis not impoffible to difcover the Phi. 
lofophers Stone ; that they lay down the-Means (2) to pre. 
pate it, which center in certain Spirits, and draw with them 
their fent : bur “cis alfo as true, thar the Practice has ne 
ver yer anfwer’d the Theory. *Tis a: Secret whfth has been 
foughe after for fome Ages (1 fay fome Ages) for the Anci- 


Exactnels 


it, employ‘d all poffible Expence, 


4 Air; and alfo a Cock 


_ @) To accomplith the Great Work, 
we mult have Gold, Lead, Iron, An- 
timony, Vitriol; Sublimace; Arfenick, 
Tartar; Mercury, Water, Barth, and 
ocks Spittle, 
Urine, and Homan Bxcrement. Cer- 
tainly *ewas not without Reafon that 
one of. the ancient Philofophers faid 
in bis Works, that our Stone is a Sa- 
lade that'it tequires Salt, Oy!, and 
and Vi In the beft Salades, are 
ut all forts of Herbs; ‘tis the fame 
ith dur Stoné ; and we mult béfides 
how to mix them all. I very 


at pot mapy things are requifite 


“90 the Magiftery; but this is faid to 


sniflead us. Are they not all agreed 
that thidg generates its hike? 
Gold and Silver are then neceflary to 
the Compofision. Don’t they alfo 
ell us, that:our ‘Stone is engender'd 
by feven ? They are all the Metals ? 


Don’t fay that this mineral Vir- 


tue is bé cottain’d in our Matter ? 
‘Then we fhall bave octafion for all 


_ the Minerals, fince the mineral Virtue 


fot. confin’d to one alone. 


is difperfed through the whole, and 
Don't 


affirm, thatthe. Princivles of 


are the fame with thofe of 


know that we find it written, 


| Nature? There are then Barth, Wa- 


ter, and Air. Don’t they fay there 
moft be a Philofophical Ezg? There's 
then our Cocks Egg? Don't they tell 
us that the Matter is to be’ philolo- 
phically caicin’d by the Voice of Na- 
ture, and that fome of the Salt of 
Nature-is requifite. There rhuft thea 
be Spittle which reduces ail Metals to 
a Calx, without burning their Flov- 
ers; and ‘tis in this Spitrle that the 
Sale of Nature is contain'’d, Dont 
they teach us, that there mult bea 
Diffolvent, which is not | corrofive? 
There mult then be Urine; there 's 
none more. natural. They allo 
form.us, that there mult be a ‘fetid 
Earth ; let’s then take human Excrt 
ment, The Adventures of the unknows 
Philofopber in ‘queft and difcovery of, 
the Philofopbers Stone, p. 120, 12% 
(6) Neither ‘Hippocrates,’ Plato, 
Ariftorle. nor Galen, who had fo mt 
ny O:portunizies ‘of treating of It 
ever fo much as mention its Name 
And Pliny amongtt the Romans, who 
cited fo many Authors,:. and, 
Natural Hiftory treats of ‘all manatt 


‘OF Profeflions, wou'd' not. probably 


have omitted this, if,’ in bits time," 
the 


| had made any Figure among! 


“pelts 
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and Applicarion, without ever being able yet to find it (¢)- 
Princes have to that End {pent immenfe Sums (4), the Pro. 
duce of all which has been reduc’d to a few drops of Gold, 
certainly very uncapable of quenching the Thirft which this _ 
vaft Expence had excited. Whole Nations have rebell’d(e) 

on a prefumptuous Affurance that they difcover this 
Scone, and by its Affiftance be enabled ro make Head againft+. 
their Princes ; but nothing came of ir, bur Repentante, aad = = 
Fear of Punifhmenr.. Thefe Authors cite the Relations of 
thofe who have poffefs'd this Secret: B hat hinder’d thei¢ 
making ufe of ir, or at leaft bequeaching tt at their Death to 


their Children (f), or Friends, if they dare not, on aceon ae 


ae 


(d) The Fmperor Rudolphthelaft, 
had nothing more at Heart than 
that Philip 11, {pent valt Sums Of Mo- 
ney, in Setting Chymifts at workon 
the Tranfmutation of Metles, thapac’ 


ret, or he had met with any thing { 
concerning it in good Books, in the 
courfe of his Reading. I well know 
that there are fome Pieces which go 
under the Names of Hermes Trifma- 
gifius, Democritus, with the Com- 


mentaries of Synefiws, Orus, Olympido- 
ms, and feveral other of the great 
Geninfes of Antiquity. But I am al-} 
fo as certain, that the bare reading 
of moft, and the Style of, in aman- 
ner all of them, manifeftly. difcover 
their ipurious Original. Thofe for 
Inftance, who are acquainted with the 
Grech Idiom in ue in the time of 
Democratus, and long ater, will €a- 
fily dilcern that the Trac attributed 
tohim, cannot be his, and alfo find 
by many Exprefhons, chat its real 
Author was no Stranger to Chrifti- 
anity. M.L.7. t 5. 301. 
(c) Are not Men at lalt tired with 
fearching atrer this Philofopher’s 
Stone, after fo many Inflances of 
People who have Jott their Time, 
Labour and Fftaces queftot in? 


tians, 


laft they fixed and congealed Mercury 
to render it tranfmutable nto Silver, 
but that with fo ‘iertle Profit, that the 


Invention met nothing 


tempt. M.L.V. 1.1. 29%. 

(e) Dioclefian punith:d the ordie 
nary Commotions amongit the Bagp- 
by burning all their Books 
which treated of this pretended Sq- 
ence, that they might not any more 


dare to rebel, by prefuming on the 
abundance’of Gold and Silver, which’ 
they promifed themfelves to beable 
to draw from their Chymical For- 
naces, 
aracts of Conftantia, as written by 
Fobannes Antiochenws, and in Suidas, 
in*his Explication of the Word 


(f),"Tis not to be doubtedy but 


This we meet with in the Ex. 


as ‘tis afferted, “tis true that thé Sao 


that; ifthe Philofopher's Stone could 


ever have been difcovered, it would 
havesbeen* found feveral times before 
new, if fuch along Tract of time, as 
Men of all €ghditions have been blow- 
ing the Coalsy working Nightand- 
Day to thacBnd ic feemgvery. 
reatOnable torconclude, that if alt: 
‘theie Labourthitherto has in vain, 
not. very prudent ito undertake 
what. has been. tried by many, and 
never yet fuseeeded»with any. But if 
this good. Fortune, had happened to 
{ime. and they atadaft enjoyed this 


Produces Gold, dothe Hunters after 
this precious Sgone fatter shemfelves 
with the hopeg*6® aéguiring by their 
Science tie Power sof lanet? 
Fetore they promile themfelves to 
attain their propelled Bd, why don't 
they try to produce the lealt Bade of 
Grafs, like that im our Meadows? In 
which I dety them to fneceed, and by 
the ill Succefs of this Experiment, 
they may on finding their Inabiliey 
to do fo {mall a thing, convince them- 
Ives how rath they are ia attempting 


x 


ve, 1.2, p.| eftimable ReWard of,sheir Fatigues, 
10 gteat, La Leagues 2, timable Reward ok,their Fatigues, 
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could have doubted. 
-§Incomprehenfible Riches which the 


of I know not what illjgrounded Fear ( which they might 
eafily quafh ) themfelves put it in practice ? I doubt not bur 


€ 


they aim’d at it, and alfo thoughr chat they had it, but jt 
flipt from them (¢g), fo that they never cou’d really catch ir, 
The common Styie of thefe Chymifts is, that nothing more 


is wanting but a certain degree of Heat. Yefterday they had 


almoft nick’d it ; and thinking themfelves fo near it, they 
begin again to day, will do the fame to morrow, and thus 


will ever hope for, pur never find it. But yer, fay they, Sv. 


“tis in my Opinion moft probable, and 
a moft neceflary Confequence, that 
they would have left fuch Evidences 


of their Felicity, as ail Hiftorians 


would have mentioned, and no Body 
For, either the 


leait quantity of the Powder of Proje- 
&ion would procure, or the long Lite, 
and Exemption from. all Dileafes, 
caufed by this Elixir of Life, and uni, 
verial Medicine, as fometimes thofe 
of the Cabal fpeak, ( fays Artephins ) 


. who venture to couch under it a fort 
» of Immortality, “tis certain with fuch 
Advantage, and fuch a miraculous 


Gift of Heaven, they would become 
like Gods oo Earth ; that they would 


meet. with nothing able to refilt them, 
hinde 


r their making themfelves 
perfeGly whatever they pleafed: 
Which made a certain Chiaows of the 
Grand Sigtoor fay luckily enough,when 
at Venice, not long fince he heard talk 
of one A/amugna, who was faid ro. 
have the Art ct making Gold, 7f that 
be fo,.my Mafier cannot help becoming 
bis Slave... M.L.V. 1, p.309, 340. 
Bife of Father Paul. 

 Ehey-afirm, that the very Hour 


that@ny. Body enters on the Poffefion: 


of he: lofes the Thought all 
offer Defigns, to be at leifiire to ar- 
rend this alone,. to keephimfelf. dlole 


and fecure his Feligity by keeping the 


‘Secret, thers being po other way of 
againit the Violence 
of thofé whe aré more powerful, who: 
will exertral} their- Forces, to render 


_ themfelvesMafters’ ofthe Life and 
dbtberty of the Perfon whom they will 
think able-to- fatisfy all their avariti- 


ous: Defires. But ‘befides many -An- 
to be offered to-this and alfo. 


| f; ft of 
at if may be concluded, that 


lomon 


| cealing a thing of fuch great Conk- 


— for fome time, ?twould be eafy 


for the Adept, at Jaft to put himfelf 


out of the Power of being forced ; be-. 
fides, isit pofib'e thar all thofle who. 
are reported at laft to have foundthe 
Philofopher’s Stone, fhould be exaé- 
ly of the fame Humour; and allequal- 
ly afraid ?. Should there not happen 
to have been fo much as one; who 
had a Friend to whom he defired to 
impart his Science before he: died?’ 
And was no one of thefe Adepts a Fa- 
ther, and ioclinéd to entail heredita- 
rily on his Family, an Art fafficientto, 
render it the moft the molt, 
potent, and the moft happy on Earth? 
’Tis indeed hard to believe any thing 
fo contrary to humane Nature ; 
for my part, I take it to be much 
more probable, that never any one 
attained this End, thao that thole 
who did, immediately loft all natural 
Sentiments, as if they had been thm 
{elves metamorphofed into what they 
were in quelt of, and this Philofophers 
Stone was a Medufa which petrified 
all chofe who dared to face it. M. bi 
Their imaginary Stone wool 
more properly be.called Fugitive, than 
Philofophical; that whica ferved as 
an Anchor to the Argonauts, being 
termed, fugitivms, There 
deed this differencey that the People 
of Cyzicus, at prefent Spina in Natoliay 


Kept the latter fo: well fixed, and. la- 


den with Lead; in thejr City, to hit- 
der itsdeparting as ‘it had more tao 
once; andthe other never any other- 
wife exifted than in the Imagination 
of thofe who -continually complaia ° 
its vanithing, when they. thiok they 
Ad, 12. 


; 
a’ 


| 
| 
¥ 

| 
® 

+s 
* 
‘ 
‘ 
¥ 
Ld 
7 
i, 
3g 
4 
4 
is 
4 
= 


magnificent Treafures were founded 


‘in that Chapter prefers Wifdom to 
- Gold, Silver, and all forts of precious 


~ molt of the ancient Fables concealed 


_ the Philofophers of their Times, have 


Fleece, the reviving Phenix, Pdando- 


_ Sompiled on purpofe to thew, that in 
manner all the Pagan Metamorpho- 


, goncuts to be defigned only to geta 
Marshment Manuferipe, which, taught | 


thology, fay they farther, are 


Monfiear OuFLE 


227 
lomon (b) found it. Moft of the Fables of the Heathen My- 


fo many Veils which cortceal 


‘the Invention of this admirable and charming Srone (2 ). 
This is foon faid , but what Proof do they give of it? No 
other than the Marks of the great Efforts of the Mind, abfo- . 


lutely refolv’d to difcover Myfteries where there are nones 


(b) Several have thought that the 


fole reafon of Solomon's fending to} tationof Metals. 


Tarfhifo, was to avoid the Difcovery of | } 


How 


the makiog of Gold, by the Tranfmu- 


But Strabo’s Con- 
ture, /, 11. Geograph. feems molt 


what he was refolved to keep Secret, | probable, when he hints the ufual 


and to bring with thein fome Rarities 


manner of gathering Gold with Sheep~ 


only, becaufe that in reality all his] skins out of their Rivolets, practiced 


on the Philofopher’s Stone, which he 
had, and of that they will have the 
Seventh Chapter of the wifdom of So- } 
lomon to be meant. When Solomon 


Stones, there is no more feafon to 
niderftand this in favour of Chymi- 
fry, than to imagine with fome 
dreaming Rabbins, that he buile the 


by the colchi; he conclades thatthe | 
Fable of the Go/den Fleece came from 
that, in which Opinion he has been 
lately followed by Be/on, who wasyet. 


to blame not to mention Straboas 
the Author of this Notion. The fame 
Geographer adds, That the large 


quantities of Métals with which Cols 


chis abounded, perhaps made way for 
the Introduction of this Poetical Fa- 
ble. As for Vulcan, all whofe AQi- 


‘famous Temple, his {plendid Tirone>|Ons the Chymilt reciprocally appro- 
and magnificent Palaces, by the Phi- 
~‘ofopher’s Stone. But have they not 
_ afcribed to him Books which treat of 


priate to themfe!ves; who is there 


that ean contradift me, if I affert, — 


that when the Poets tell us, that he 


this Subjeét, with the fame Impudence | attempted to torce 44 inerva, and thar 


with which they make him the Au- 
thor of | know not how many others 
which treat of the Invocation of De- 
mons, as does that intituled, Clavi- 
cula Selemonis. Id, 1.295.299+ 

(i) ’Tis certain, fay they, that 


no other Myftery but this; 4nd that 
all which the firft Poets, who were 


Said cf Vulcax, Proteus, the Golden 


ra’s Box, Atalanta’s Golden Apples, 
or of the Hefperides,’ and alfo of the 
Defcent of Orpheus, one of them to 
Heil, cannor be better. interpreted, | 
than of the Operations of “hymiftry. 
Accordinglythere are Mythological Books 


jes hint to us, the Trahfmutation of 
Metals, and may be reduced to Pra- 
ctice in Chymical Furnaces, Sxidas 
Will have the Expedition of the -4r- 


from thence proceeded the Monfter 
Eritihbonius ; they would bihe that the 


‘Searchers after the Philofopher’s - 


Stone impertinently prefumed to force 
Nature by their Furnaces; by reafon 
that nothing ever comes from thence 
but imperfect Productions, and inftead 
of Gold and Silver of good allay, @ 
bafe Mixture, fit for nothing’ but to 
make faife Money? What can better 
expref$ their vain and ridiculous 
Search aftcr the Stone, thanthe 
b’¢ of Szi/jpbus, who iaceflantly rol- 
ling a valt Stone up a fteep Rocks 
both he and it always fell backwards 
at the very Moment when he was got- 
tén to his Refting-place Is notthisa. 
nattral Defeription of thefe fmoaked 
Wretches, as well when their Minds 
are continually filled with the Déefgn 
of acquiring this Whimfical Stone ; 


jas when after a thoufand Fatigues, 


they are forced to renew their Opcra- 
tions, which always difappoint their 
preatelt Hopes? M4. 
256 . 302, 393) 394. 
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reafon 
. Only falfe Gold inflead of true; and 
ac latt, all the Pains of thofe who 


_-How many Inftances have we of Men,- who by Explications : 


of the Holy Scriptures, extorted by.a fort of Violence com- 
mitted on their Reafon, have pretended to maintain mop. 


ftrous Errors, and the moft ridiculous Opinions ? When a _ 


Perfon is paffionately engap’d in the Search after the Philofo- 


_ pher's Stone, he catches held of whatever he can, to prove 
to himfelf the Reafonablenefs of {uch Search ; whence tis, 


that I know not how many mifcrable Wretches (k), who 
‘want every thing, yet find an eafie Accefs to this credulous 


weak Man, by promifing to labour with him fo fuccefsfully 
in the Great Work , that it fhall be impoffible for him ever © 
to want any thing. *Tis this Prepoffeffion which renders him 

uncapabie of feeing the Cheats (/)) which thefe Rafcals 


b 
| (k ) All thofe who offer their Ser 


- wice either to Princes or to private 


‘Men, to inftru& them in this -art, 
or to render them rich by it, are al- 
ways themfelves neceflitous; nor is 
there any thing more ridiculous, than 
to hearken to thefe Impolttors, who 
have the impudence to’promife moun- 
tainous heaps of Riches, to thofe 
from whom they hope to get a piece 


of Money. Evznius rallied fome 


viners of bis Time, who for a 
Drachma offered to difcover hidden 
Trea‘ures, readily confenting that 
they fhould deduct it out of what he 
fhould difcover by their Means ; and 
whenever thefe impudent 
make the fame Propofal, they ought 
to be put off with the fame Reward, 
dd. p.312,313. Cic. 1. de Div. 
As there are Gbhymifts who doa’t 
enrich therafelves by all their, La- 
bours in purfuit of the Philofopher's 
Stone, there are alfo others who do 
not impoverith themfelves by them : 


OF this laft fort are thofe who want- 


ing wherewithal to fubfilt, apply to 
to the Rich for Bread, promifing 
them to encreafe their Treafures. But 
thefe Promifes are not without a 

e 


_ fteriovs Referve; they who ma 


them requiring above al! things Se- 
crecy and zreat Circumfpection. They 
afterwards go to works in the moft 


private Places ; they hide themfelves 


as moch pollible, and not withour 
r frequently they produce 


make 


propofe this Work, and all the Ex. 
pences of the Rich employed in the 
Execution of it, end in Smoak, Abhes 


and Coals ; fo that both of them are 


thereby reduced to a (tate of wretcl- 


}ed Indigence, and often become yet 


more miferable, by the dangerous ufe 
which they make of their Dilcoveries, 


La Languc. t.2. p 164,165. Ars 


fine arte, cujws princirpium mentiri, 
medium laborare, fenis mcudicare. 

(1) Thofe who dabble in this 
Trade, after paving been cheated 
themfelves , are generally fond of 
practifing the fame Frauds, by which 
they have themfelves been impofed on, 
and frequently endeavour to repair 


their Loffes that way. Sometimes 


they have double and talfe Crucibles, 
at others, hidden Coals {trewed over 
with Gold Duft, and molt commonly 
they follow the Example of Brutus, 
who conveyed Gold to the De/pbick 
God concealed ina Stick. "Tis thought 


that Bragadin had an Iron Rod of the 


fame fort, fealed at the end by War, 
which kept in the Gold Filings con- 
tained in its Cavity, till with it he 
pretended to {tir what was in the hoe 
Crucible, when the Gold into it. 
Arnold de Villanova, doubtlefs he 


made ufe of fome fuch flight of Hand; 


if he ever did what he is faid to have 
done at Rome, Bur the greateft part 
of what thefe -4/chymifts would palm 


upon us for Hiftorical Faét, is nothing © 


but Imvofture, and the pure Contti- 
vance of Men, who are never fo 
genious as when they aim at impofing 
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make ule of to feduce him ; and, in fhort, ‘tis to be fear’d, 
left that to repair his Lofs by the Deceits of one Arr, he 
fhou’d revenge himfelf on the Publick (m), if he is reloluce- 
ly determin’d to extricate himfelf our of the Mifery to 


which the hunting after the Philofophers Stone has reduc’d. 


him. 


But to leave the Reader to carry thefe Reflections farther, . 


to come to Sanfugue, of whom I proposd to {peak in this 
Chapter. He did not therrfet any Value on the Addrefs, Arr, 
or Learning of Men, in order to the Difcovery of the Philo- 
fophers Stone: he had roo many Reafons to hinder his rely- 
ing on any of them. Bur having frequently heard thae the 


Devils had much greater Power than that of all Mankind uni-. 
ted, he thought that perhaps the Bearded Devil might ar laft. 


teach him the charming Secrer, which he fo greedily defird. 
But yer his Belief in this Particular was not very {tedfaft; he. 


believ’d barely becaufe he earneftly wifh’d ir. But how to 


obtain of this Bearded Devil the Manner how to attain ro 
this grand Operation ? How ro correfpond with hin ? How 
to receive his Iaftructions, if he cou’d really direct him 
how to fet efficacioufly abour this grand Work ? were Diff- 
culties which extremely puzzled him. Bur believing that his 


Father might be more expert than he in diabolical Practices, 


fince he had fo long applied to-the reading of Books which 


treat of them, he thought fit to confult him; bur with all | 


poflible Addrefs; that is, without difcovering any Intention 


on.one another. For inftance, this | Riches, and of all their great Adtiors 
Arnold de Villanova was one of the | afcribed to this imaginary Stone, ~ 47, 
molt famous Phyficians of his Time, | £.V; t. 1. Pp. 306, 307- 
and had ufed Chymical Medicines with | (mm) Leo Africanus fays, that part 
great Succe{s, and becaufe by that he | of the Arabianxs employ themielves in 
acquired valt Riches at the Courts of | Search of the Elixir, and the reit la- 
Rome and Sicily, he left fome of the | bour at the Multiplication of Metals; 
belt Houfes in Provence to keep up | but that the common End of both, is 
. hisName; which occafioned the com- | the falfifying the Coin, whence ‘tis 
mon Opinion that he knew how to | that we meet with a great many of 
prepare the Philofopher’s Stone. All| thefe Alchymilts. at Fez with both 
that has been Said by Authors of Kai- : Hands cut off; that being the Punifh- 
mond Lally, Fames Cur, Nicholas} ment inflicted on falfe Coiners, Id, 
Flamel, as alfo of the re(t mentioned] . 305. | 
by them, to prove that this Search| () Pro Thefauro Carbonesy fays 
isnot vain, fince they have had the | the Proverb. Jd. 304. Leave then the 
tone, and done, Wonders with it,] Herbs to the Gardners, to make Sa- 
may be underftoud the fame way; fe-|lades for the poor Alchymifts. The 
veral, who have been at the Pains to | -ddventures of the unknown Philofopber 


cxamine their Lives, having found out | in the fearch and finding of the Phi- 


truer Caufes of = their prodigious lofophical Stone, pet20,i2te 
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of ufiang the Affiftance of thefe Evil Spirits. He then wepe' | 
to him, praisd his admirable Difcourfe,. ran through it in his 
Prefence, engaging him co talk on feveral Articles of ir, in-: 
i fenfibly to draw him in to tell what he thought and knew of. 
this Bearded Devil, or diabolical Chymift, who taught -the 
oY Preparation of the Philofophers Scone. The good Man did 
not give him any great Light on this Topick ; he contented 
himfelf (thinking he had done Wonders) with informing’ 
‘him in general Terms, that the Devils have a very exten- 
five Knowledge and a great Power. Bur, faid Sanfigue 
( without betraying any Defign ro make tryal of thefe vat 
Powers and Abilities of thofe evil Spirits) “. To this End ‘ais 
*¢ neceffary to know and cooverfe with this Devil, and it feems 
** ro me very difficulr, or rather impoffible to engage this’ 
*¢ Correfpondence ; for how is it poffible to begin it? Mr, 
Ouflz who knew no morc of this, than he, (becaufe he always 
conrented himfelf with believing the Poffibility of Facts, with: -; 
out ever even enquiring whither they had ever really bap. 
pend ;) paufed here, to avoid difcovering his Ignorance with: 
regard to whar wasto be done, to begin and fupport this Cot. 
refpondence; bur chefe rather to have recourfe to fome fi. 
ftitious Ufages, which don’t fo much as mention the De 
vil’s, or any Diabolical Practices. He then told his Son that’ 
he knew feveral infallible Secrets to produce the Philofopher’s 
Stone, todifcover Treafures, and to acquire great Riches, 
Without any interpofition of the Devi/. ‘* Happy -thofe, ad- 
“©/ded be, who are born under cerrain Conftellations which 
“* ‘are favourable rothis End! (0) for they need nor beat 


much pains to enrich themfelyes. The Influences whic 


*! fell upon them at their Birth, fupply ali che Faugues which 
others ‘are fore'd to run'thro’, to ger great Eftares. But 
cc 


if.a Man is not born fo Fortunate, and is fully refolved so 
© be Rich, he need only put in Practice whar fome great 
teach him to that purpofe, in their Works ? which are 
“¢ printed with Approbation. He fhall according to them, find 
“ hidden Treafures, or acquire as great Riches as he defires, 
“by the help of an Image of a bearded Man, or of a Man 
with a #e-Goat’s Head ; or thar of a He-Goar, or of a 
born on the 18th | Moon being with Saturn in the niath 
Day of the Moon, ‘will prove labori-} Houfe of the Horofeope of a notut- 
ous and become Rich. © The admirable | nal Geniture, beftows a temper adep- 
Seoress of Albertus Magnus, \.4. p. | tedto the Alchymiftical ‘Science: 
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 Monfiear Ou 
% Stag, cetera; (p) ( for I fhall not at prefentparticula~ 


* 


“ size all che Circumftances requifire to the Operations which. 
“« they direct.) Or by the Affiftance of a Candle’ made of 


* humane Far, (q) of Cocks (r ) led and manag’d as Sporrf- 
do Sitting-dogs.to {pring their Game, as alfo wita the 
® Glorious Hand, ( s ) an Invention whofe Virtue and 


Si hominis figuram habueris, 
cum hircino capite loco fxi, fcias va- 
lere ad acquirendam djvitias. Trinum 
Magicum, pp. 287. 

Cervi vel birci figura in Chalcedonio 
yeperta Sculpta, virtutem dat augendi 
‘divuias, fi in capfula pecuniaria re- 
fervetur. Id. p. 
baybati babentis longum vultum, 
curvata fupercilia, fedentis /uper 
ivatrum inter duos tauros, figuram 
fi Sculptam in aliquo lap'de invenerib, 
ad Plantationes G ad omnem culiuram 
valet ad in veniendos thefauros & bel- 
dondum, convertet inimicos in amicos, 
in maltis infiemitaiibws valet; & fi 
gus eam portaverit, fugicnt Serpentes 
“#hacie gus. Id. p. 273,278. 
Cardan is the Rublifher of this 
/Tidiculous Secret, to difcover whither 
- aTreafure be hid in the Place where 
‘one dios for it. “Tis to be provided 
with a- great Candle made of Mans’ 
Greafe, enclos’d in a piece of Hafle- 
wood, in this manner <*, And if 
the Candle when lighted fn a fubter- 
raneous Place, makes a great Noife, 
Ka its bright Sparkles, ?tis a figa that 
there is in that Place a Treafure: | 
And the nearer the Searchers ap- 
proach that Place, the more the 
‘Candle will fparkle, and-ar laft go 
mf when they are very near the 
Place. The folid Treafure of Little 
Albert, p.737- 

(ry The German Troopers when 
they went into Country Towns and 
Villages, carry’d with them a fort of 
divining Cocks, who difeovered where 
their Landlord’s Money was hid. De 
Concerning the fuperftitious 
Ule of what is call’d the Glorious Hand, 
or Hand’ of Glory, by Houfebreakers 
‘in their Roberies we’ have the follow- 
ing Account. ‘The pretended Ufe of 
‘this Glorious Hand is to {tupity,or ttun, 
“all thofe who are .prefent, and render 


perfedtly infenfible, This Gloriow Hand 


| 


Powe 


is the Hand of a-hang’d Criminal, 
Prepared ‘in the following manner, 
‘Tis wrapt up in a bit of Wihding-. 
Sheet, very tights to force out the 
{mall remainder of Blood, then put 
into’ an Barthen Veflel, with Zimats 
Saltpeter, Sait and Long- pepper, all 
well pulverifh’d; after which ‘tis lef 
16 Days in that Por, then taken out 


er 


and expos’d to the hotteft Sun of the: 


Dog-days, ‘till 1« becomes very dry 5 
and if the Sun be not hot enough, the 

dry it ao Oven heated with Fern iad 
Vervein ; then they make a fort of 


Candle of the Greafe of the hang’d 


Man, Virgin-wax, and Lapland Sefa- 
mum, and they make ufe of this Gio- 
rious Hand as a Candleftick to hold 
this Candle when lizhted; and in al 
Places where-ever they come with 
this fatal Inftrument, every Body they 
find there becomes immovabé.° We 
are alfo told, That ’tis to nopurpofe 
for Thieves to make ufe of this Glo- 
riow Hand; if the Threfhold of the 
Doo", or the other Places by which 


they may enter, be cubb‘d over wal 


an Unguent, compos’d of the Gallo 
a Black Cat, the Fat. of a White Hen, 
and the Elooi of an Owl, and that 
this Compofition be made in the 

Solid Treafure of Little Alpert, 


84. 

To thts purpofe, Delvio relatés the 
following Story of the Glorious Hand 
in his Magical Dif quifitions; 350. 


Two Magicians, fays he. comiagto _.. 
lodge in an Inn, with a defign to rob. 
it, defired leave to lie by the Kitchin-: 
Fire, which was allow’d: »But.the 


Maid of ‘the Houfe, who miftrofted 
them, every Body in the Houfe beo 
ing gone to Bed, peepd thro'a Hole 
of the Door, to fee what thefe two 
Men-did. She faw them pull out of 
a Bag, a dead Mans Hand, anointing 
its Fingers, and then light them all 
except one, which would not. light, 
do whatever they 
Qa 


could, becanfe, 
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“er cannot be enough admired: Qr with a Bar (¢) pre: 
** ferv’d according to Arr,and interrogated by him who would h 
make ule of it; or by certain Pancakes baked arg 
** ‘certain time which thefe Authors have exactly noted. Here f 
~ S* are you fee many ways of becoming vaftly Rich,. and iM ic 
“© you were as well acquainted as [ am withrhe Particulars th 
of thefe Operations, and the Practice of thefe Means, you di 
would, as Ido, admire the#Addre{s and Abiliry of thofe v 


"Twill, reply’d Sanfugue, (who was ravifh'd to find his 


ther fteering his Courfe, whether:he wiih’d to lead him ; thar 
1s, to give him an Opportunity of-enquiring into the particu- th 
lar Circumftances of thefe marvellous Secrets) be a very grear 9 /0 


Pleafure to me, to be thoroughly informed ot what you know he 
on this Subject; for I am perfuaded that thefe Authors have gi 
not neglected the proving of the Poffibiliry of the Effeds 
which they promife. Nothing more, reply’d Mr. Oufle, ‘is 
\ neceflary tothe belief of the Efficacy of thefe Secrets, thanto Hy tt 
read their judicious Conftruction. I will impart them to you ne 
in Writing, for your better Information, and to gratifie your 
Curiofiry. The Contents of what he wrote were only wha fe { 
we find in the Notes o. p.g. 7.5. annex’d to this Chap. to 


Sanfugue, tread this repertory of Secrets, with all the Ar Hy o! 
tention, which his greedy defire of acquiring immenfe Riches, ir 
exacted of him. He endeavour’d to believe that thefe Secrets Ct 


might produce their defign’d Effect. I fay, he endeavour'd ; W 
becaafe to do him Juftice, we muft fairly own, that he was pi 


not by far fo credulous, and fuperftitious as his Father. Bur cl 

| however, he was refolved to try thefe Experiments, bur pri- fe 

left he fhould be laughed ar, if he did nox fucceed; 
. which plainly hinted that he did not much depend on them. . 


fhe believed, that there was ro Body | of Silver, they put it into a Hole, 
awake in the Houfe but her felf; for | which they ftop up clofe, keep.tt 


Be the other Fingers being lighted up, | there three Months, and at the end th 
@ to caft into a profound Slecp, thofe | of that Time ask of it what they nc 
| who, were already alleep; fhe imme- | would have. Superftitions of Monfiextr HM py, 
diately went to wake her Matter, but | Thiers, tom, 1. p. 270. fe 

could not ftir either him, or any of} (uu) That you may not want the & 

__ therreft, till the had extinguifh’d the | whole Year, make thin Pancakes with dc 

‘ lighted Fingers, whilft the Thieves Eggs, Water and Meal in the time.of gr 
were gone into a Chamber to le¢gin | the Celebration of the Mafs, on the C 


their Kobbery, oc. Feaft of the Purification , fo that they - re 


__, -( t) Some People believe that they be ready by that the Mafs is done. 


~~ fhall'abound in Riches, if after ha- Superflition of Monfieur Thiers, 
ving cut off a Bat’s Head with a picce p. 376,377. 
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Monfieur 233 
He began then, with informing himfelf of the Moment of 
his Birch, in order to-difcover whither he had then the Feli-- 
city, to be blefs’d with thofe benign, happy and favourable 
Infuences, mentioned by Mr. Oufle, and which were noted 
in his Paper, as the time was alfo {pecified, when they fall on. 
thofe who come into the World; but he found them very 
ditant from his Nativity, and therefore refolved at all Ad--. 
ventures, to make ufe of rhefe.admirable Secrets. But fear- 
ing thac I fhould cire the Reader, if I fhould relate che partt- 
cular Succefs of thefe Experiments, I fhall content my felf - 
with telling him, That no one of them fucceeded: But on 
the contrary, whilft he was employed in this foolith Trade, he 
lot a very confiderable Caufe, which, like all other Pleaders, 
he thought could not have gone wrong, without doing the 
greate(t and moft crying piece of Injuftice in the World. How 
many thoufand Fools did he call himfelf, for having given 
into thefe Follies! Of which he was fo very much afhamd, 
that he threw his Father’s Paper into the Fire, tHat ic might 
never put him in mind that he had been fo filly, foolith and 
extravagantly Ridiculous, as to expect to become Rich by 
fuch wretched poor Methods. But what he afterwards fell 
to, was certainly a more {ure and efficacious way- He began 
then to pufh at being a Cafhier ( x) to a confiderable Farm 
of the Revenue ; and by that Place, getting into the Manage- 
ment of other Peoples Money, he grew rich enough, to be- 
cone Farmer himfelf. He then got into feveral Pofts, in 
which his bare Appearance maintained his Kitchin and Equi- 
pages: For as foonas he found his Gains confiderably advan- 
cing, he fet up for Houfe-keeping, and like thofe of his Pro- 
feffion, affumed the Airs of a great Man; ran into Magnifi- 
cence, and beught a great number of Superfluities. He would 
not certainly ever have done fo much with all his Fathers fue 
perftitious Practices. 
CHAP. 


(x) "Tis a pleafant faying, that) is. in that like them they do their 
there isno Cath fo incontiderable, as | Bufinefs Py and never call for 
hot to contain the Philofophers Stone : | any Witnefles; but their Fare is ve 
But is yet grounded on Truth ; for we | different, for the Rich impoveri 
tarce ever fee any who get the Dire- | themfelves by turning Chymiits, and 
Gior and Difpofition of Cafh, who j the Poor enrich thenifelves by becom- 
don't by their Mapagement at lalt If thisdoes not always 
grow rich enough to put their own | hold true, it does at leaft very often. 
Cafhinto the Hands of others. They | La Lamgue, t, 2. p,165« 
semble Chymifts -in on¢ thing, that 


(a) Whine 
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HISTORY 


Refledtions on Magicians, Conjurers, C harms, Spell 
and Conjiigtions, 


> 


‘Onfidering to what degree Oufle was poffefed 

with his Norion of the PoWers of Devi/s, as appzars by 

the Difcourfe which he compos in Conjunction. with the Ab. 
bot Doudou ; and by the Diahelical Apparitions, with which 
he aver’d he was continually {@frounded ; we may then in- 
fer, that he believed withour the Hefitation all the Stories 
which were told him of Magicians, Ganjurers, Charms, Speils, 
Sorceries, the Black Book of Consurations,-and of the Sabbath, & 
Before I relate what he thought, faid and did, with regagdee 
*shefe firange Subjects, I would with the Reades would pléfe 
gogive me leave to impart to him my own Sentiments on 
Sghofe fHigads, yconform to what more Icarned Men than my 
felf fave thougat.:.1 hope then, that he will nor flight my 
Reflections, when 1 affure him thar they thal! be well fup. 
rted by the Evidences of the Learned, as will appear inthe 

ores, and I may withour Prefumption fay, fridtly conform 


to reafon and good Senie. | 


The REFLECT#EON, 
“Prom all Artiquity, that is, ever fince there has been any 
Notice of Magicians and Sorcerers, the Diftinction of two fort 
OF Magic has always been allow’d, that is to fay the Wate 
and Black Magic. By the White Magic (a ) 1S meant the mat 
vellous Performances of Angels, or of fome Men who by:heit 
Dexterity have feemed to do Wonders above the extent dl 
fumane Power. By a Black Magic, or the Black Art, (+) 
which is that treated of here, we are to underftand, ‘whatever 
Wien, perform by Diabolical Affifiance, after their engaging 
-@ Compact with the Devils, in order to. obtain their Help. 
‘From/this fort. of Magic, is derived a particular Species 


le 
White Magic, is an Art, which whiclf teaches the Tnvocatio? 
. ' performs ics Effe&s by calling on good} Devils ia compliance with.@ Con 
Angels, or barély by Dexterity with-; them; and 
their Service, to’ perfOrm™ fupernat? 


@it.an invocation, Tyevoux Dittio- 


>) Black Magic is an abominable! 
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led Necromancy, (¢ ) which Authors gnake to confift in the 
Invocation of the Dead. 
IJ]. To attempt to deny that there ever were either Magici~ 


ns and Sorcerers; would be to cdntradicét anO pinionwhich 
has kept its Ground for fo njamy Ages, that ‘tis not be reject- 
ed, without the Imputation of Rathnefs, fince ’tis pretended 
that Ham (d ) was the Magic ; that Solomon 
was a skilfal Proficient init ; “that Numa wrote Books. (f) on 
that Arc ; that there have beemSchools (g ) which publickly 
profeffed to teach the Practice of it in Spain ;_that even a cer- 
ain Pope himfelf is fatd’ to-be the Author of a Book (hb) 


(c) Necromancy is a Divination by | of Magic as high as Solomom. It con 
dead Bodies, which is pertorm’d by ] fifted, according to him, in the pods 
themieht of fomething on a Corpfe. | a certain Root fet in a Seal, and he 
‘Tis gall’d the Blagk-Magic, or Art, | under the Nofe of the poffeft Patient. — 
from the Latin Word Niger, Black; | Thefe Exorcifers alfo prénounc'd Solo- 
but comes from the Greek »éxpG~, | mon’s Name, with the’ Conjurations 
which fignifies dead. world bewuch'd, | which he hadintroduc’d, and then the 
11.p,.40. Alonzo ef Arragon faid 
of himfelf, that he was a great Ne- | affirms, that God4garnt the King this 
cromancer , Decanfe continually } efhcacious Art of cafting out Devils, 
took Advice of the Dead, meanifigg | and that the latter wrote a Book on 
his Books. Div. Cur. 6.341. that Subje&t. World bewitch’d, 25 

(d) We are told, that God fent | p. 176. Niceras, 1. 4. Annal. in vita 


fa 


che Deluge to cleanfe the World from | Manuel Coma. mentions the GiPuiche 
the contaminated Filthof a Crowd of | la Sclomonis. Le Loyer, p. 317. 
Sorcerers and Conjurers {paring on Numa Pompil:us wrote feyen 
ly Noab, his three Sons, and their | Books in Latin and Greek, of the 
Wives; even one of ythe former of | Maxims of the Magical sArt; they. 
which, Ham, taught.this Sorcery and | were found ina Stone near his Tom 
Magic to his Son Adizraim 5; who,.by | and publickly burnt, ' Learned Incre- 
of his miraculous Performan. | dulity,- p. de. 
es, was nam’d Zoroefter, and who, If we will believe Ze Loyer and 
we are told, wrote on this Subject an | De/rio, the principal Authors who de- 
hundred thoufand Verfes ; and was at | fend all the fabulous Stories related 
lat carry'd away by the Devil in Gght | of Numa, are Plutarch, and Dionyhius 
his Difsiples, after which, as Sui- | Halicarnafieus; but when we tome 
dis fays, he wasnever.feen. De Lan- | to examin them, we find, on the con- 
(fe, p. aro. | trary, that they refute, overthrow 
We find in Bochart Geog. Sacr. /. 4.. | and detect them, and inform us, -that 
That fone have affirm’d, that Haim they never gave Credit to them, 
was the Inventor of Magic, and that | Naud. p? i8s. 
by magical Charms, with the ufe and (zg) There*were publick~Magical 
power of which he was well acquaint- | schools at.Zdledo, Sevil and Salamane 
ed, he rendred Noah impotent 5 re- | ca, held ina deep Cave, the Month 
fenting, as thefe Dreamers tell us, | of which was‘wall'd up by Q. I/abetia 
his Father-betraying a greater ten- | the Confort-of K. Ferdinand, Léare 
dcrnefs tor thofe of his‘Children bora | xed lucredulity, p. 45. 
after the Deluge,than for thofe which | ) Some pretend, that theChro- 


he had before, Thoufand Queftions, | nicle of France informs usithatCharles 


Fan. 68, 69, ae the Great received of a Pope a certain 
Fofepbus 1.8 ¢.'2. of bis Fcw- | little Book, compos'd only Of Figures 
if Antiquities, carries the ‘Antiquity | and myfterious “Words, which. sthat 
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Devil was fore’d tobe gone. Healfo 
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to feem to doubt of the genuine Authority of which would be 


so ftir up the whole Populace again{t one. God forbid that] 


Mould here deny that there are Magicians and Sorcerers,’ | 
believe there may be, and alfo chat there has been fuch ; byt 
nor by reafon of the Invention of that Art afcrib’d to Hay 


and the Books attributed to Solomon, Numa and others ; he: 


caufe I cannot find any thing to induce me to allow either 


him the Inventer of the one, og them, the Authors of the other: 
But on the contrary fhould wholly deny both, if I had no bet 
ter reafonto grant them. The fole Argument then, which in. 
duces me to believe that there may be Sorcerers, is that it may 
pleafe God to permit Devi/s to give Men an Opportunity of 
thoroughly confidering and knowing themfelves, their own 
Strength and Weaknels: Their Strength, that they mayb 
come ftronger by their own Refiftance ; and-their Weak 
that they may learn to diftruft themfelves, and to have re- 
caurle to him ; or elfe as fome have afferted, to convince In- 
fidels of the exiftence of Spirits, (7) and confequently of the 
Exiftence of God. This Notion of the Power of the Devils, 
with regard to Sorcerers and Magicians, {eems to me much 
more reafonable than that of an ancient Philofopher, who 
imagined that whenever the Soul is properly difpos'd, it can 
of its felf perforin whatever is called either a Charm or En- 
chantment. (4) I believe then (and the rather repeat it, be- 
caufe' I would not be charg’d with an Incredulity on this re 

sd, which many would very much blame) ‘I believe then, 


Pfay, that ‘tis poffible there may be Sorcerers and Magicians: 
But Tam far from believing my felf, or thinking that reafo- | 


nable Men are oblig‘d ro believe all the Tales which are told 
of them. Let us bur never fo little examin thefe Stories, and 
confider, that the Events which they relate, could not have 
happend without a particular Permiffion of the ao Pro: 
vidence, 


“Prince ufed with great Succef,on very | are neceffa-y, and Magicians allow'd 


many octafions ; ard that this {mall | by God, that the irreligious and 12° 
Piece was eutitled, Enchividion Leo- | credulous fhould be converted frem 
their Atheifm, by ‘cm 
that there are other Subftances, be- 


which is affirmed to cogbain feveral myfterious Secrets, barely 


» (4), According to the Opinion of 


~ fome Schoolmen, Magicians are per- 


mitted by Ged, that thofe Libertines 


who will not‘believe any other God 


than Nature, fhould be forc’d to own 


that there are immatécial Subftances, 


L. 4. Re p.316. ; 
Vafque% lays, that Magical Books 


fides thofe which thcy can judge of by 
their Fingers end and their 
Naud. spol. p.38t.- 

Avicen, to prove. that there 
are Charms, affirms, thatall 
rial Subftances are fubjeét to the Hu 
‘man Soul, properly di{pofed and 


alted above Matter, DiG, cur. p.144- 
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yidence, by reafon they don’t follow the natural and ordinary 
Courfe of thing; and we fhall find in them fo many things 
unworthy of the Divine Wifdom and Majefty, that ‘tis bur 
eafonable to fear, that barely admitting them to be true, 
would affront both. The following Chaprers will clearly di- 
(over this impious Indignity. I defire then that the Reader 
would pleafe to remember, that whatever I fhall hereafter fay 
concerning Sorcerers, Magicians, Charms and Spells, is only 
i expofe the ridicuious Extravagance of an infinite number 
of Tales on this Subject ; which have no other Foundation, 
the Impofture of thoie who forgd them, and the too eafie 
Credulity of thofe who believe them, as I have already ob- 
frv'd with regard to other Fables and Errors. fn), 

3. How impertinent is it, for inftance, either to affirm or 
believe licverally, that at the Birth of a Man deftind for a 

pjurer, there comes with him into the World an Animal, 
(!) that ever after continually accompanies him. If we are 
apable of believing what is fo ridiculous, withour the leaft 
fadow of Reafon, what fhall we not believeafter thar? What 
Evidence is there of the Birth of this Animal ? Whar is the 
Caufe of ics Birth ? From whence is it produc'd ? Where is 
it? Whence comes it ? Do we fee it? Do we hear it? What 
Shape has it? Or to what ufe does it ferve ? But tho’ Monf. 
Oufle, and thofe like him, cannor give any reafonable Anfwer 
to thefe Queftions, they yet believe ir. But why ? Becaufe 
they have either read, or heard it reported, We are not co 
expect any other Reafons of their Credulity. Will unreafo- 
nble People ever be dnclind to fearch afcer juft Arguments, 
ot yield to them when produc’d P 

4. There are alfo other prevalent Encouragements to the 
Credulity of che Oxfles. This Man, who is accus’d of Sor-— 
cry, has, fay they, a Mark on his Body: (m) He did not 


CFF, 


(!) The Pythagoreans believ’d,that { then interrogated; if he deniesit, he . 
whea thofe Men who were deltin’d tor | is put to the Torture twice or thrice, 
‘ore rers came into the World, acer- | and if he owas it, he pronounces his 
tia Animal was born with them,cal, |. own Sentence It has long pais?d for 
kd the many-beaded Beaft, fometimes | a Mark: of Convidion, that th: ace 
Difcord, and at orhers Inconffance and | cus’d Wretch, ‘when in the Handsof 


Mutability, De Lancre,p.18. _Juitice, canoot crys which Proof wee 
(m) Behold the manner of Pro- | meet with in the Trial of a Parifie. © 


“edings in the Examination of thofe | Prieft who was burnt at Lowduas 
«cus’'d of Sorcery, efpecially in Ger- | where the Sxorcilt fays to him. Pre= . 
many: A bare Report that the Per- | cipio tibi ur, fi fis innocens, effurdw 
loa is a Sorcerer, is enouzh; he is | /achrymas ; JI command thee to fhed — 
Mnediately on that mprifoa’d, aad Tears, if thou art innocent ; whichhe 
not 
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jurer. 


iftence 


Another, fay they, was found in a long black Robe, hold 
-ing in his Hand a Rod, with which he made feveral Circles: 
(7) he went backwards, utter’d certain unufual Words which 


The HISTORY of 
ery, or but three Tears fell from his right Eye: (m) He ¢q. 
led the Devil Barabbas ; (0) or was not able to do any Mi. 
chief to the Officers of Juttice. 
What a wretched Confequence is this! Is it poffible 
that wife, learned, juft and fagacious Magiftrates, can take 
any, even the leaft notice of fuch weak, equivocal and py. 
fling Evidence, with regard to infiuencing their Sentences? 
Is not the offering fuch Teftimonies as thefe to prove tha 
there are Sorcerers, {ufficient to make us doubt their real fy. 


Cp) Therefore he is a Cop. 


no body underftood (and we may add, which he did not hin. 


felf underftand ). 


or a 


not doing, it was alledg’d as a Proof 


_ of his Crime, that no Tears fell from | 


his Eyes, neither whillt he endur’d 
“the Torture, nor afterward., even 
when he was exorcis’d with the Exor- 
deftin’d again{t Magicians. But 
caufe tis thought that the Devil is 
willing to ferve his Subjects and 
‘Friends with his utmoft Ad refs and 
“Ability, these Examiners take extra- 
ordinary care, that nothing at all be 
left on him, left fome hidden Charm 
fhould remdin there, by which they 
might fet chemlelves at liberty: To 
this end they pul! off all their Cloaths, 
and at the fame time fcarch them, to 
difcover whether they have any Dia- 
bolical Marks on their Bodies. Thus 
Men atid Women are firi’’d ftark na- 
ked, and all the Hair of their Bodies 
fhorn off. This way of :xaminarion 
was practis’d on the Prieft of Loudun; 
and that he might not ho-e for any 
Affiftance from the Devils, a Capucin 
‘Friar exoreis’d the Air, the Earth, 
nd the other Ble vents, the Mallets, 
Wedges, and other Inftruments of 
Torwre: They pull’d off his Cloaths 
‘and pur him on others; he was thorn 
all over, and fearch’d for “arks of 
the Devil on his Body. of the | 


He carry d about with him feveral Bats, 
and feveral forts of Owls, therefore he was a Magician. Bu 
for my part, I take him to be a Fool who deluded himfelf 
Quacking Knave who defign'd to cheat others. Wha 
can thefe Mummeries contribute to the working of Miracles: 


Devils of Loud.p. 201, 207, , 2084136, 


on hi: Hand a Glove made of Vig at 


Parchm:nt. Cir. 


Has 


(n) Witches cannot thed one Teat 
what Pain foever they are put to; 
which pafles alfo amoneft the German 
Judges tor a very ttrong Prefumptos 
that the Woman is a Witch. Bodin,p. 
271. The fame Author fays. p. 263 
That ’tis not pofhble for Conjarers to 


fhed‘any more than three Tears, ant 
thole from the rigi t Eye. 

(o) When Witches are in the hand 
of fuftice, and feem to abhor the De N 
vil, they call him Barabbas, De Lave 
cre, p. 142. | fi 

(p) Sorcerers have not the powtm 
of hurting the Officers of Jultice, ay. 8 
Bodin, p. 270. 

(¢) He had on his Head a 
made of Vervain, a Bat half 
ned to his Robe on the fide next bis . 
Heart, a Collar zbour his Neck, 


with feven different precious 
each of which bare the Sigaature 4 by 
the Planet which govern’d 't; he had é 
in his left Hand a triangular val, ; Pe 
foll of Dew, and in his right a greeny wi 
Elder Switch He went backwards pr 
fhelrer him{elf under an old Oak mat ‘ 
3 Circles one within another, ané” 
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Monfieay OUFLE. 229 
Has the Devil any want of them? Thefe Circles, Bats, 
Night-Owls and Owls ; this Rod, and this black Robe, are — 
they endu’d with the Power of doing the Wonders ateribured 
rothem ? Why don’t we laugh ar all thefe Extravagancies, 
Gnce the famous Agrippa, after having treated more ferioufly 
of Magick, in his Occult Philofophy, has yet in his Book of — 
the Vanity of Sciences, own'd (r_) that we are not to give 
any Credit (5) to any thing which he had faid in favour 
of all thefe fuperftirious Practices 3 and that after having ex- 
haufted the Subject, by the affiftance of the moft profound 
Erudition, and rhe moft curious Enguiries which any learn- 
ed Man could be capable of ? oy | in 

V. What makes me fufpect moft of the Relations which 
we meet with in Books, concerning Sorcerers and Magicians, 
is, that I find them daily recounting Stories of Charms and 
Diabolical Practices, eyen when there bas been ne fuch things 
as Spells or Conjurations ; but only there happen’d fome ex- 
traordinary Event, which every body did not comprehend: 
(t) Lec but a Hurricane deftroy the Fruits of the Earth, fim- 


(r) Agrippa’s Book of the Vanity ES the feeming Appearance of Phane 
of Sciences, brought him into great | * toms, whichfeen vanift. - alk fat 
Troubles, and created him many Ene- | as thcfe, I fay, with Jaunes, Mamie 
mits, Naud, Apol, p. 306. ‘ bres, and Simon Magus, will De eter 
_ (Ss) Agrippa {peaking of himfelf, | * nally condemn?d to Hell Eire, ~~ 
his Tract of the Vanity of Sciences, (tj) Molt Men att-ibure to Magick 
chap. 48. hasthefe Words. ‘ I con- | whatever they look on as extraordi- 
‘ fels, that when young I wrote three | nary, and of which they cannot com- 
‘ large Books of Magic, which! enti- | prehend thr Caufe: So that if we will 
‘tled of Occult Philofopby: A\l the | believe the Vulgar, there are fearce 
‘ Mifchief that I may have done by | any vai{t Piles of Building, which were 
‘which, prompted either Ly Curio- | not cre@ed in a moment.by Dema@gs. 
‘fityy or youthful Fire, I am very | That of Prevence has formerly been 
‘ willing to attone for here, by this | faid to fupport the Bridge of Avigaon, 
' Retractation, For indeed I have for- | of which Baromius himfelf makes a 
_merly {pent much time in thofe Va- | real Miracie. And the Neapolitans 

nities; by which yet I have at leaft | are perfuaded that the Mountain Po- 
‘ gain’d Experience enough to qualify | flippo was excavated by the Magical 
my felf to diflwade others fiom fiu- | Conjerations of Virgil ; tho” tis plain 
. dyingthem, {fay then, that who- } that feveral Authors as ancient,. or 
_foever pretends to.Divination, not | yet older than that Poet, and Strabo 
by he Power, and according to the | amongtt oth:rs, who liv’d in the reign 
Truth of God; but by Diabolical | of 4uguftus cs wel] as he, have mén- 
Falihood, and the Operations of | tion’d this Road as cut through many 
wicked Spirits : That thofe who | Years beforethey wrote. Baromimss 
_ Pretend to do Miracles by Magical | Anuals for the Year 1177. Naudech. 
Vanities, Exorcifns, Charms, Phil- | 21. 4.L.V ¢. 1. p. 3165317. | 

tres, and other Diabolical Artifices ; If a fudden Storm happen to arife, 

_ aad to tiat end make ufe of cheat- | and we bappen to have a little Spleen 

, 108 Llolatrous Prattices, and blind | againft a Ferfon who is fufpected to be 

"Mens Eyes, and delude them with | a’ Co ijurer, we are fare to yoo 
| im 
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as  TTHRISTORY f 
ple People immediately recollect the Tales which have been 


_ told of Magicians, witb relation to fuch Difafters; and on 


that they begin to fufpect, and think they find the Marks of 
magical Charms. For inftance: In a Tempeft, a Peafan 
has been feen in the Fields uttering fome Words, and expref 
fing himfelf by fome Geftures, which fhew’d thar he was 
there on fome ill defign; when, in reality, this poor Man 
- only lamented the damage this ill Weather did to others and 
—himfelf. The Populace gather and diffect Hail ftones, in 
which they find fome Hair; on which they burft out into 
frefh Exclamations, which exprefs their affurance, that what 
has happen’d has been done by Conjurers. And yet is it not 
very natural, that Hair flying in the Air fhould mix with the 
Meteors which pa(s and fall thro’ it? How many Stories do 
we daily hear of Spells made ufe of to procure Love: whilf 
wife and judicious Men, who earneftly apply to a thoro’ Ex. 
amination of the Caules of Events, hive always known, that 
a proper Addrefs, Conftancy, ftudying the Foible of thol 
whofe Hearts the Lovers aim at, anda fedulous application 
to gain them by that weak place,were all the Magical Charms 
which were made ufe of to render them amiable, or caule 
them to be belov'd. Do you but fucceed in your Profeffion 
by an uncommon and unexpected way? (u) Do you in 
creafe your Eftate confiderably, (x) withour any bodies 
knowing what means you usd? Do you, bya tae 


‘him with the Harricane. © If any one} once publickly declar’d in the Schools, 


*. 


‘gives a little Cake, a Sugar-plumb, | 
an Apple, or any other Fruit, to a 
Child, who foon after falls into a tedi 

languifhing Ilnefs: he who made 
‘that Prefent is immediatly fulpeéted 
“vo have bewitch’d the Child, and all 
the ofval Methods againft Sorcerers 
are try’d to difcover the Truth of this 
Suppofi-ion ; fo that ifthe Child grows 
weil foon after this Proof, they unde- 

piably conclude that ?.was bewitci’d. 

World bewitch’d, t. 1. p. 327. 

Galen was {ufpecte of Magic at 
Rome, having diverted a Defluxion 
in kefs than two days by Phlebotomy. 


Naud Apol. a4. 


L. Lamy, an ancient Doftor of ' hy- 


in Letter bef re his Ana- 


-tomical Difcoucfes, Printed at Roven 
1975. of Mr, Blondel, a Pa- 
‘Tiftan Vhyiician, that a S:udent in Phy- 


‘fick averr’d to him, that Dr. Blonde! 


that thofe who-us’d Qxinquina wete 
guilty of a mortal Sin,, and entred into 
an implicit Contraét with the Devil; 
and to prove that the Cure by this 
Remedy is Magical, he alledg’d, that 
it wrought On ali Conftitutions; 
that after a certain time the Difeale 
returo’d ; Which have been Marks 
which have been acknowledg’d by al 
thofe who have written againlt Magl- 
cians, fuffiicient to fix the true Chara 
Ger of a Diabolical Cure. 
(x) The Roman Peafant Fur 
Crefinius, being a cus’d to his 
‘tremea of Sorcery, becayfe that his 
{mall {pot of Ground yielded @ moc 
better Crop than much larget rem: 
jnftify’4d bimfe'f by barely produc™ 


his Inftrurent of Tillage. Naud 
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which is very natural, but yer unknown to others, foretel 
(y) what comes to pals? Do you fhew a Performance; (z) 


the like to which has nor before been feen, and in which ap- 


pear fome Motions, of which the Sprirgs are unknown? Do 
you but publifh a Difcovery (a2) in the Sciences, which is 
fuch as looks like a Secret, and incomprebenfible, without 
knowing the Principles and Rules which led you to the dif- 
covery? In all thefe Cafes take care you be not pointed 
and exclaim’d at as a Sorcerer, or Conjurer; and if either 
Envy, Revenge, Malice, (6) or Power fall in with Igno- 
rance, that they don’t prove very mifchievous to you. There 
are bur too many Inftances of thofe, who have in this. parti» 


cular been the Victims to thefe Paffions; confequently, rhefe 


Examples are really fo many Reafons, which fhoyld prevent | 


our believing too rafhly all the Srories which we meer with 

of Charms and Magical Operations. hie SIGE 
VI. How many are there who fancy themfelves Conjurers! 
How many who imagin themfelves to be bewitch’d, and yet 
are neither bewirch’d, (c) nor Sorcerers, (d) any 
| than 


(y) I have been told, that a cer- Adverfary , “with depriving him of 


tain Norman Gentleman obferving 
from the Barometer. that it would 
not be Jong before it rain’d, got his 
Hay mow’d whilft the fine W<acher 
lafted ; which made the Country- 
Peovle all about him report, that he 
hel! a Corref;ondence with the Devil. 
Crit, Did. 2.2. p 

(%) The People of the new World, 
at firft fight took Shifs and Sails to be 
Magical Operations, and the Sponi- 
ards for Devils, who came to deliroy 
them with the Thunder and Lightn'ng 
of their Muskets and Piftols. Nand. 
Apol. p. 52. 
' (4) We have feen the Sieur de I’a- 
fan, 1a the Year 16rr. a little betore 
his Difgrace, accus’d of Magic at Pa 
"és, for Printing his € ommentary on 
the Tenth Book of Exclid’s Elements; 
which fo frightned one Gent, to 
whom he had entrufted the Correétion 
of the Prefs, that be not only fled, 
but foon after dy‘d, 
| 
(6) Curio, a Roma» Orator, ma- 
ing a Speech in a full Senate, fays, 
Cicero de clar. Orator. and breaking 
off very abrupt! , becauie his Memo- 
ry fail'd him, “chare’d Titinnia, his 


and Memory by Charmsand 
c) Avicenna believ'd, that no En- 
chantments have Power to change the 
Health and found Conftitution of Man; 
and that thofe who b:licve themfelves 
bewitch’d, bewitch themfelves by their 
own {trong Imagination only. tHe al~ 
fo affirms, that he never met with 

any Patient who pretended to be be- 


wasfo. Le Loyer 152. 

There is another fort of Ma-- 
gic, which Men practice on themlelves. 
It confilts in anointing themfelves with 


and Bealts: Which done, the Imagi- 


Acofta obferves, 1. 5. ch. 26. of tke 
Biff, of the Weft-Indies, That. there 
were Prieits in the of 


with their Gods ; before which, they 
always rub’d their Bodies over witha 


certain abominable 


Giatmenct, which 


he 


; 


-witch’d, whom he d d rot cute by tid- 
ding his Read of the Notion thatke | 


nation goes to work, aud the Pat’ent 
believes himfelf a Wolf, a Bear, & 
Cat, &c. World bem, t. 3. p. 368- 


who boatted of frequent Conferences” 


a Magical Unguent ; fo cali’d, becanle 


compos'’d of Ingredients which natu<" 
rally tend to difturbthe Brain of 


Fg 
n 
» 
n 
‘ 
0 
stall 
3 
‘ 
> ae 
| 
| 
bad 
> a 
we 
| 
| 
i| 
of 
Se. 
Bye 
e 
e 
| 
? 


‘ban purely by imagination. Thofe Unguents which Trtpo 


enough believe, that they will convey them ro thé Sab. 
kath, and transform them into firange Shapes: Thofé Oint. 
‘oe  moears, I fay, are generally compos'd of fuch Drugs as naty: 
rally difturb and ftupifie the Brain ; and at rhe fame time, 
= fugegelt co thefe miferable Wretches a fort of vifionary Dreams, 
which they take for Realities, tho they are indeed nothing 
bur the confusd Praductions of a difiracted Imagination; and 
thefe deluded Wretches thould rather be treated like Madmen, 
(¢) and whimfical Fools, than Conjurers and Magicians ; and 
then *twould appear, that Medicinal Applications better {uit 
rheir Cafe, than the fo much boafted Methods commonl 
made ufe of to clear them of thefe pretended Diabolical Pot 
feffions. They are, in this regard, more ignorant than wick- 
ed, and rather weak than criminal; or if they are wicked and 
criminal, *tis much more from the ill difpofition of their 
Mind, than any Diabolical Stratagems, which are nothing 

‘near fo frequently practisd, as related and defcribd. __ 
VII. If fome fimple Wretches have believ’d trhemfelves 
» Sorcerers, there have been alfo fome great Men, who have 
affected that Character. They did nor indeed call themfelves 
Es _ Sorcerers and Magicians, for thofe Names were too odious 
for them to Venture on: But what is almoft rhe fame thing; 
they endeavour to perfuade the World, that they held 4 
great Correfpoadence (f ) with Spirits; that they 


Stors have invented, and imparted to thole who ate wesk 


of a he. deforibes, and which was {0 infecti- yon of which I was capable ; and am 
that even Eealis themfelves fied | not apt to tye up my Judgment by 
from it. It depriv'd them of all Fear, | Prepoffeffion ; but on my Confciente, 

¥endred them very cruc}, and proba- | after all, thould rather have order 
ly gave them: Vilions ot theig falfe |] her Hellebore than Hemlock.» 


= 


4300S, | Yes magis mentibwus quam confce 
(@) Some Years fince, fays Mon- | leralis fimilis vifa. Tit. Liv. 6) » 


P. 374, Lwenttbro’| .€f) Livy feems co give 
a ae Territories of a Sovereign Prince ; | fome Light towards the Dilcovery 0 
Who «o obige me, and mmove my | the firft Caufe, why great Men have 
oe... wineredulity, corertain'd me with the been-fufpecied of Magic, tho’ none 
Of tenor twelve Prifoners of this} em ever practis’d it, by that Pallas 
Diabolical Aicicners;} of. bis Hiltory, lib, Dees where 
“amonatt the reft an old Woman,{ be datur bac venia 
acddeformity atrue Witch mifcendo wumana, divinis primordia 
Wedeed, who was yery famous for her | urbinm anguftiora faciat,. Prom whence 


Abilsties ja that Profefijon. 1 } we may conjeure, that the 
law bot Proofs and free Conteifioos,| til and politick very th 
aod | know not what infentible Mark | know, thar the moft. efedtaa! way 
tis old Wonian; I examio’d | {evring and maintajniag an th 
wich her as much as 1 plea-} over. their People, . was t0 periwee 
ang that with the ugmoit attenti- em,’ that they were only the 
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Monfieer O UF 
feveral Inftructions from them ; were acquainted with fiirure 
Events by their means; and that by their Affiftance they” - 
were enabled to fucceed infallibly in their Defigns. The Go- 
vernment found its account in this Artifice: Even Religion Ye 
it felf receiv’d fome Advantage by it; and, in fhort, nothing  « & 
better fuited their Interefts ; fince the People being prepol- 
fet by this pretended Correfpondence, and firmly believing 
it, look’d on them with Veneration, cbey'd them without any 
Refiftance; and the mere willingly feconded their Enterpri- 
zes, becaufe believing them to be fo well backd, they 
thought nothing able to ftand againft them. Thus, by awell 
concerted Addrefsy wife Men draw great Advantages from 
weak, credulous and paffionate Minds, which turn to the 
promotion of extraordinary Defigns. | 
VIII. In all that is attributed to Conjurers, by the Srories PS 
told of them, I find rhefe Relators allowing them Powers, = 
which to me feem very fufpicious ; for, in fhort, they, ina 
fort, fubject the Elements to their arbitrary difpofal, (4) 


t 


Words, 
ments of fome fupreme Deity, who] ~ Letter our Fate they by their Magick . 
pleas’d to favcur them with his Afi-| know <i 
tance, and receive ’em into his Pro-| Tham ev’n the Gods, by whem tis or-- 
tection ; made a very pertinent ufe of der’d, do. 
thele fititious Deities, {uppofititious| Their Powers unknown the Univerfe 
Conferences, falfe Apparitions ; and affright, | 
ina word, of this Magic of the Anci- | And tate above the Clouds a daring 
ents, the berter to difguife their Am- Flight. ea . 
bition, and lay the more ftable Foun- | Them Nature hears, and their dread 


dation of their defign’d Empires : Pur- 
foant to which we find, that Trifine- 
giflus gave out, that he receiv?d his 
Laws of Mercury; Zamalxis of Vefta ; 
Charondas of Saturn; Minos of Fu 


piter; Draco and Solon of Minerva ; | 


Numa of the Nymph Egeria; and 
Mabomer of the who 
itequently whifper’d in his Ear in the 
Shape of a Pidgeon; doubtlefs as well 
_ taught for that purpofe as Pythago 
tas%s Eagle, and Sertorius’s Hind. Naud. 
Apol..p. 6,5 37. ok 
(g) The Ancient Sages allow'd of 
Sorcerers, to accommodate themfelves 
tothe Laws, Religion, and Political 
lntereft of their Country. Cir. 


(b) afferted, that Magicians 


€xeroife a fort of Command over the 
#nons whom they invoke, and that 
‘hey are able to. force the whole 
arfe of Nature to obey them. To 


Purpols Lucan, 6. 9. 499, 


And Frofts, in Summer, 


Such Infelence can 


Cal obeys ; 
By them tbe Sun laments bis dying 
Rays. 


‘Unbidden by the God that rules the 


StY, 
Heav'n arms, and fiery Bolts and 
Flafo:s fly. 
Winter, by them, puts on a florid 
Face ; | 
nip the rie 
fing Grafs 
The ddoon forfakes ber Throne, by 
them compeld, 
And fheds ber flimy Poifons on ibe 


Field, 
deathlefs Beings 


bear ? | 
What muft their Trouble be, and 
wh at ibeir Care ? 


fee the worfi of M ortals a@. their, 


Parts ; 
And Heav'aly Powr)s: fofpend, by 
Hellifo Arts. 
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and.enable them, as it were, to invert the ordinary Courfe 
of Nature. Is it fine Weather, on their pronouncing a few 


Words, (i) and practifing a few ridiculous, impertinent, 


and wholly infignificant Ceremonies, immediately, if we be.. 
lieve thefe Hiftorians, the Heavens grow black, the Clouds 


thicken, the Lightning Flafhes, Thunder-claps intermix with 
Hail and Rain, and all this purely to terrifie the Spectators, 
beat down Houles, dettroy the Crop, ravage the Fields, and 


featrer Defolation every where. Would not one hence infer, 


that thele Magicians command the Devils (on whom “tis yer 


fsid, that they depend ) and force them to execute their cruel 


Defigns, acd affift them in all! the mifcbievous Pranks which 


they uncertake, either out of Revenge, or for Diverfion? 


The more | confider this extravagant Power, the more I am 
inducd to fufpect, to the lait degree, whatever is cold of 
Conjurers and Wizzards. How can J, without any thoro’ 
xamination, blindly run into a Belief of the poffibility of 
the Facts which are reported on this Subject: Shall IJ, for 
inftance, believe that a wretched-old Woman, who paffes for 
a Witch amongft all her Neighbotirrs, and who, as well thro 
Folly, as the weight of old Age, is become fenfelefs ; who 
has {carce wherewithal to cover her Nakednefs.; who does 
not only want the Conveniencies of Life, but can fcarce get 
Bread to eat: Can I think, I fay, norwithftanding all this, 
that fuch an old Woman, by fitting down in her Chimney- 
corner, and muttering I know not what Words, can difturb 
_ the Air, kindle the Fire of Heaven, raife Storms on the Seas, 
eradicate the largeft Tiees, and that becaule ’tis her pleafure: 
(k) That becaufe the is pleas’d to do it, the Devil alfo = 


(3) I don’t believe that the 24 Let- | of the Grimoire, or Black-Book, and 
ters of the Alphabet, conceal in them | clap a Broom betwixt her Legs, that 


the occult Malignity of fuch an imme- | Satan fhould be oblig’d to traafport 


diate’ Poifon.;, nor that opening ones | her thro? the Chimney whither fhe 
‘Mouth, clofing ones Teeth, and reft- | pleafes? That God, whofe Ommipo- 
ing the Tongue in fuch, or {uch a man- | tence but very rarely tranfeends the 
~ mer on the Palate, is fufficient to in- | Laws of Nature ; yet allows chis Ene« 
fet Sheep with the Mitrrain, or to | my of his Glory to violate them Con- 
core them. when tainted. If this te tinually: Ana that be fhould fuffer a 
afcrib’d to the Diabolical Contra&. 1 | Devil to work the fame Miracle for a 
am ata lofs to find the time «hen the | wretched Sorcerer, which we read Wt 
Devil ever contracted with Mankind, | admiration in the Hiftory of che great 
that whenever they thouid utter cer- | eft Prophets, when they were taken 
tain Words, he fhould kiil and detiroy, | up into Heaven by Angels, and which 
Cie - Herodotus himfelf, 4. raillies the 
What probability is theres that | Peron of sharis, whom the Heathes 
fren asa filly od Woman is plea- | Credulity repgefented flying che 
4 ied to mutter two or three Words out } Air, mounted, not on Pegafm, but "4 
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plies with her$ and alfo. that.God:permirs both the Devil, 
and this miferable old Woman? ..QO my God, teach me, I 
befeech you, how to reconcile this Permiffion, with che Great. 
nefs of your Majefty; and the Wifdom:;of your Providence, 
Thou, O Lord,. loveft Mankind,’ and doft not defire their 
Deftruction : Thou wilt not have them acknowledge any 
other befides thy felf for the Sovereign Ruler of Nature. Re- 
veal to me then, I pray, if thou giveft fo much Power'to the 
Devil and this old: Woman, in what particular this Power 
can conduce to exprefs to Mankind the tender. Attection which 
thou beareft them, rhe defire which thou haft to render them 
eternally happy, and the Obligation under which they lie of 
acknowledging thy infinite Power ? 

IX. We are told that moft of thofe accusd of Sorcery, 
have at laft confefs’d themfelves Guilty.: Are we then, there- 


fore oblig’d to believe them? Perhaps they really thought 


themfelves fo: But the Difference is. frequently very wide, 


betwixt believing a thing, and being certain that ‘cis true. 


Are not thefe People generally thoughtlels, ftupid, ignorant 
Wretches, and'being fuch, may they not eafily miutake their. 
Whimfies for Truths P (/) And if  chey are not ftapid, is ie 


impoffible for them:to invent Lies to this Purpofe, (m) either 
our of a miftaken Wanity to diftinguifh themfelves, or a mali-_ 


c1ous 


an Artow, which he prefemed to P¥, J] Supernatural, he ouelrt no farther to 


thagoras, if we believe Famblichws, c.| be believed, than juftified by a Supers 


19. de vita Pyth, M. L.V.t. 1.p.320.] natural Confirmation. This Privilege 

(1) Who are they, who tell us | which it has pleas’d God to beliow om 
thefe Tales of Conjurers? A Peafant, | fome of our Witnefles ought not to 
an ignorant Wretch, a poor old Wo- | be vilified and lightiy communicat-d. 
Man ; poor to; want of Money, and | My Bars are ftunn'd with athovfand 
asold, her Reafun is feeble, and the. | fuch Tales. Three Men were on fich 
given to Tatliog; ber Sight is very} a Day in the Eaff Country, and od 


weak ; fhe mi(takes a Hare fora Cat, | fu¢h an Hour of the next Day, chey 


Ase has intimidated Ker, and fhe] were in{fuch a Place in the Wef?, and 


thinks fhe fees tifty inftead of ong. | fodreit. Cer-ainly | fhall not believe 
Ci, | my felf. How much more natura), 


_(m) Yet even in this particolars | and probable is it that«wo “en fhould 
tis faid that we ought not alway: to | lye, than that a Maa in twelve hours 
believe thefe Conjurers On their own 


found hem accsfe themfelves of kil- | much more Natural is it, that our 
log Pecfons then alive, aod in perfect | Underftanding fhauld be diflodg’d’ by 
Heath, In other Accufations I will | the Volubility of our deprav’d imagi- 
‘eadily that a Man of any Cha-]| narion, than thar one of ws thould 


tater whatfocver inay be believed in} carry’d ona Broom, up the Chigineyy 
what he charges himfelf with, con- } wich our Fleth and Bones by a firange 
“civing or acting within the ‘Compafs 
of honan Power; bur as to what is| 


Spirit 2 Montagne, Po 273y 374+) 


time thould as {wift- as the Winds, | 
Conftfion; for we have fometimes | flye from the Eaf? to the weft? How - 
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gious Defign to caufe themfelves to be fear'd ? If when in the 
a Hands of Juftice, they own the Sorceries of which they are 
= _—accus'd, this Confeffion is perhaps extorted from them by the 
Violence of the Torture, to free themfelves from it ; or be- 
caufe they have not Skill enough to defend themfelves 3 o¢ 
becaufe that leading a very miferable Life, as they generally 
do, (n.) they defire nothing fo much as to be deliver'd ont 
of ir. Frequently thefe Wretches are very much puzzled what 
Courfe to rake: If they defend themfelves ill, they are fure 
to be convicted ; if they talk betrer than their Judges expeg 
from fuch ignorant People, I behold another Argument for 
their Conviction, becaufe irc may be imagin’d thar the Devil 
has infiructed them. And as for the Devos], whence comes it, 
that he abandons them always when they are taken? (0) 
Since he would find his Account better by delivering them ; 
for they being at liberry would continually be doing of Mif- 
- chief; and committing of Crimes, whilft on the other fide 
‘remaining in Prifon, they generally come to themfelves, and 
abandon, deteft and renounce his Service; retract their Pro- 
mife, and at laft draw themfelves out of his Hands. Why 
does this Wicked Spirit almoft always addrefs himfelf to ig- 
‘morant Wrerches and Beggars. If he made ule of fubtile, 
dextrous, ingenious and learned Men, their Example would 
_ draw others over to him, and their Addrefs would augment 
== his Empire. If they were rich, they would much eafier cor- - 
> gupr others by their Riches, by their magnificent Figure 3 the E 
ees ‘Luftre which furrounded them, and the Pleafures which they 
Were: feen to wallow in. All thefe Advantages would prove 
q 


on) 


»(n) Erault the Civilian, confider- | this Conjurer ioto a Fly, to deliver 

that there are none but mifera- f him out of the Hands of ‘Jultic, ]; 
ble poor Wretches, who prevend tof fince he before turn’d him into 
.. Divinations and Charms, concludes} Cat? Bur, ’tis alledg’d, that 
mes . thatthis Trade is a0 longer tollowed | rers have no~ Power, when in the 
by any but poor and ignorant Rafcals. Hfands of Juftice.- But how unreafont- 
Philofopborum, fed rufii- | ble is it ? Shall a Judge, if a wicked 
Idiotarum, § Rer. Jodic. Man, derive a Power over the De 
Ste Conjurers are Beggars: What vils, from his Poft which he has 
pe ' do they get then by ferving the De- bought, perhaps with {ftoll’n Money - 
vil 2 How to want every thing, fterve,} At leaft the Devil thould have remov 

‘and bein continual Fears of be:ng § this Wretch, his Servant, out of the 
broil’d alive, and yet, If the De. | way before he was taken. For who 
gil would give them a great deal of | will ferve him for the future; f be 


«honey; to buy great Polts, they thus abandons his Retainers ? For 
gnight shen be able to do fubtil Spirit, he commits 

Co) Why does not the Devil change pr 


(p) 
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as it were fo many Allurements, againft which 4 great many 
could ona be able to defend themfelves; and ‘certainly the 


Number of Conjurers and Sorcerers, would then be much _ 
more confiderable than ‘tis at prefent (p)s 

'Tis by the force of thefe and fack like Rice 4x 
we may arm our {elves again{t’ a too eafie belief of all chofe 
Stories, which we hear or read on this Subject: Tales whicls. 
are indeed very properly call'd the Fool's Garette, or the Creed 
of thofe who believe too much. © 

But we have long fince loft fight of Monfieur Oufle return 
we now him; his Extravagancies will not a little contri- 
bute to reinforce our’ Reflections, .and will alfo give us Op- 
portunity of enlarging them, and making frethoones, to dif> 
cover, and difplay: the and of 


ous Practices. 


demn’d to Death, their Par- 
dons, on Condition that they fhovld 


‘Accomplices, faid, that 


(?) Weare lig'd to 
that in the Reign’ Charles TX. there 
were above 36000 Magicians in Paris, 
becaufe fome-have written,’ that one 
who pafled. for their ‘Chief, declar’d 


there ¢ above 1400900 ia” “their 
Countri Bodin. 
In fuch Countries’ as where 


it. If this was trug, they would be!) 


‘alto? as frequent as other 
according as this Evil -encreafes, and. | 
we daily grow more corrupt. Fournal | 
of M. LV. p. 321. 

A Neapolitax Conjurer, cal- 


| the Lords of the Matinors “éonfiftate’ 
the Body and Goods of thofé who are. 
condenan’d for Sorcery, are found the 
number of Conjurers and 
itches, there beingialmoft asmany™ 


led the Confervatos, and another born 


there, asiaall Exrope befides. 


at Maas, whofe Name was Trois: | 


V. t. I. 317. 318. 
Echelles, havjng, ey were con- ' 


ax 


In which we fae how apt ‘Monf jeur Oufle was to fas 
[pect every Body who came near him for Conju- 
rers the Frights which thefe Su[picions 


in: the Extravagancies which thefe Terrors ram 


him into, and feveral very curtous 


of 


this: Subjed. 
NEver Man beliew’ d Monfeenr alll 
Stories of Wirches, Conjurers, Magicians, and whatever! — | 
‘telates ‘to and "Enchantments. He doubted nothing 


wenence it was, rhat was long:and incef- 
R | fansly 
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 fantlyalarm’d by Difturbances, ‘which did not allow hini 4 


‘Moments for he fancy’d chat ‘twas impoffible he might 
3 be-continually bewitch’d. He had read fo many Stories of of 
Be prodigious. number of Means, which Sorcerers make ufe of MT! 
‘to Enchant, Bewitch and Torment thofe whom they pleafe'to wi 
treat fo, did not think himfelf at all fafe in this re. an 


gard. His ‘beft Friends difturb’d him ;_ thofe. Perfons_ whom 
he had not been usd to fee, and whofe Figure was any thing 
uncommon, or difcover'd any ftrange Deformity ; threw him 
into fuch great Jealoufies, that he kept on his Guard, with 
as much Circumfpection, as if he had been oblig’d:to a vio. 
lent Engagement againft hismoft cruel Enemies. If any Bo- 

_ dy chanced torun againft him, or give him a clap on the 
~ Shoulder, he inftantly recurn'd it, without any regard to good 

_ Manners. If any Body look’d earneftly on him, he ran away 
__ as falt, as if Darts muft unavoidably iffue from the Eyes, 
Which were fixd on him. Unhappy were chey. who look'd 
| .* awry onhims; for they rifqu’d being as feverely treated as 
» though’ they ‘had had a dejign on his Life. To make him 

_ amy Prefent'was to render him uneafie, fo much he feared it 
‘was accompany’d with fome Charm. In fhort, having read 


of a vaft many ways ef Figure-flinging, practifing Charms, 


» . and fcatrering of Spells, whatever bare any refemblance or | 
"elation to thele Ways, were fulpected by him; they fill'd Ba 
him wich Jealoufies, affrighted him, and threw bim into ri- 
. -diculous Keflections, which were follow'd by very extrava- the 
» ** gant Actions; and ‘tis the particular of thefe Sufpicions, fan 
|. ‘Frights, Reflections.and Actions, which-I propofe to give here; of | 
doubting bur ic will divert my Readers. But I fear they. De 
will {carce be able to perfuade themielves tbat this poor Man 
Be © carry'd his Extravagancies to fo great an Excefs. But will tio 
they perfift in doubting them, when they remember what I die 
haveio often faid of his Paffion for extraordinary Things, me 
_._hiseafineis co believe them, his tenacious Prepoffeffion, when. Bo 
. ie had once believed them, and in fhort his continual reading 
Wath a prejudiced Mind, confequently attended by all thofe 
Companions, which effectually contributed to fortifie his 
=~. \ Prevention ? I frankly own that what they are going to read, it 
appear very ftrange bur I entreat them to allow with by 
Wi 
La 
( 
he, me 
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Monfieur 
4s I have thofe of Monfieur Oxfe, they would not 
appear lefs ridiculous than his. I have feen Women tear out 
of their Childrens Hands, Fruit, Confects, and other fweer 
Things, for fear that they were bewitchd by thofe, from 
whom they had them. I have feen others very uneafie ar 
an unknown Perfons looking very fteddily on them: Thefe —. 
Things, ‘tis true move our Pity ; but neverthelefs all this is ; 
as Idon't think ic neceffary to convince the Readers, 
to afure them that I have feen them ; for they will doubrlefs _— 
have feen them as well as my felf; or if they have nor feen 
the very fame Pranks plaid, they will yet have been Witnef- — 
fes to feveral others, not lefs extravagant: Can they with any — 
Juftice call in queftion all thefe, whilft they daily obferve fo 
many popular Errors to be hugg’d, follow’d and practis’d, 
without any other reafon than that they who embrace, fol- 
low and practife them, have feen the fame done by others ? 
Tis thus, that Superftition, introduces, communicates, per= — 
petuates, and alfo ftrengthens it felf by 1 know nothow ma-  — | 
ny Augmentations, with which every one improves it, as led aa 
by his Fancy, or the turns which he thinks of giving to his 
Imagination. This will very clearly appeat in the Conduct 
of Monfieur Oufiz, which I proceed todifplay. © 

He had read, for inftance, that a Witch had bewicchda 
Baker’s whole Batch of Bread (@) which he fet into the 
Oven; on which a Whimzy took him in the Pate, that ali 
the Bread which was not very White, might be liable to the 
fame Inconvenience ; for, faid he, Black ss the favourite Colour 
f Conjurers ; Magicians always appear in Black Robes, and the 
Devils are always reprefented Black. 

Ifhe ever heard any Body fay, Strike, firike, his Imagina- © 
tion {nggefted to him, that in a Moment, fome Perfon fhould _ 
die a violent Death, or that fome tragical Accident would im- 
mediately happen, and rhat becaufe he had learnt from his — 
Books (6) that Apollonius Tyanaeus {aid fomething like it x 


_(4) ABaker of Limoges, defiga-: 


ng his ufual Batch of White Bread, 
his Dow was fo bewitch’d and infected 
yaa Infufion poured on it by a 


Witch, that it turn’d fo black and in- 


lipid, that it affrighted him. De 
ancre, p. 197. | 

(>) °Tisftory’d, that at the mo- 
ment when the. Emperor Domitian 


was kill’d at Rome by Stephanus, Apel- 


Hilt. Meditat. t. 1. Lege 


lonixs Tyaneus, reading his publick 

Ephefus, pavs’d, and whol- 
ly (topp’d for fome time, without ut-— 
tering one Word; after which on-a 
fudden, ke cried out, take Courage 
Stephanus; ftrike the wicked Wretchs 
thou baft Airoke, thou baft wounded, 
thou baft killed bim. Camerarius’s 
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the Momenr, when Domitian was ftabb'd at Rome; though 
was then’ at.a vaft diftance from thar City, . 
A certain Wax-Chandler in his IN eighbourhood ‘being 


 Genately beloy’d by a charming: Lady, much younger shay 


him, and of one.of the moft confiderable Families of the whgle 
Country: . When be beard the News of -it, he infallibly cop. 


cluded, that this Artificer made ufe of Magic, to artra& her 
-Love. The Note (c ) will difcover the Reafon of .this'ri. 


In his Man’s Chamber he found feveral Curtain-Rings, de- 
fign'd to be fix’d to a Curtain, on which our Vifionary be. 
lieved, that Mornand kept them for a very different Ufe 5 he 


all che Difficulry-in the World 
Flute was in his Opin 
A 


 tonde Fanafts p. 79, €xprefling him- 
Self tho» ayer: thew'd me Books of 
_ ‘Magic; two Feet hich, ‘compos’d by 
 “himfelf; he made me Grink in an 
in which:he; made.a little 
“Maa of the Sprouts; 
“fay. ‘d me Wax Ima eS, ‘ 
 “Miftrefs’s Heart's ‘abd thofe Which he 
forii’dof. a tittle Arrow, the. 
a Prince at the. dilfance’ of 
_an hundred Leagues 
“ay The Rings of the Tyrant 
 cefiusy by the Noileqwhith they made, 
4 —advertis'd him.-what. te? had 10°do.. 
Clem, Alex. 1. 
»  warifiorle cells’ as Exceftus , 
“Pyrat of the wore 
‘Riggs on his Fingers; by Col- 
Jifion, and their Sound, eitver predict- 
 edfuture Events, or advis’d him what 
But yet was: traiteraully. 
tho’ -his-enchantei Rings’ 
had foretold his Fate. Loyer. p.319. 
)<Scboking in little Latin 
eotitoled, Fabyla Hgmelenfis, 
Wierus and Ericbiw, has thefe 
Words; there happen'd an aftonifh- | 
Event. at Hamelen on the 
id the Lower Saxony, the Sto- 


Reafons (d) for this Opinions and his Friends had 


celebrated Story ( ¢) very fertoufly told in feveral Pla 


to alter his Sentiment. 

ion, areal magical Inftrument, 

ces, 


| The Inhabitants of that City being 
inthe year 1284. afflifted with fich 
vait mpltitudes of Rats and Mice, as 
did not leaye any of their Corn n0- 
damaged ; feveral of. them being 
bufied-in contriying ways to rid them- 
felves of this Plague, all on a fudden 
there appear’d a {trange Man ofa ve- 
ry €xtraordinary and terrible Bulk, 
‘who for a Sum of Mcney, which the 
sagreed to, undertook to drive thefe 
Vermin immediately out of theCity ; 
fo faid,; fo'done. This)Mawmafter be 
ving contracted with them, took out 


j of his Pouch by his fide a Flute,.a’ 


foon’ as he egan to play on which, 
all’ the’ Rafts and Mice in all. the Cot- 
‘mersvof the Hovfes, undeethe Tiles, 
in. the Penrhoufes and Fidors,, 
out in Bands, in the middle’ of the 
Day, and follow'’d this ‘Fluter to the 
Wefer, where {trivping himfelf, he 
‘weotinto the River, ‘and they follov- | 
ing his Example drawn’d’ themfelves. 
Having: thus perform'd his Promile, 
“he came to demand the ftipulafed Sun 
of Monhey but foudd the Inhabitants 
‘nawilling to pay hiar. On theit Retv- 
fal; he “threatned ‘to make them pay 
much dearer for’t, if brake 
Word with him, Toey at 
both him and’ his ‘Threats: aid 
the wext Da ‘appearing to them with 
a terrible Afpedt, in: che shape ofa 


which is at follows. 


Hontlman, with a purple Capombs 
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tad rais’d in him fuch a. great Hoeror, that as foon.as ever 


he heard it plaid 


on, he was as much difturbd, as tho he 


was in danger of being {natch’d from the Place where he was 
1o be carry d a thoufand Leagues from thence, and forced 19 | 


“yanith intirely. 


If a Man wore a Scarf, at the vert Gight of it, he concluded, | 
that ‘twas with a defign to pafs the Seas with it inftead.of a 


diferent fort from the former, on 


a 


4 


Wh ze 


Head, he wag on another Flute, of a} Poff duo CC. mille pop oftuaginta 
| 


quaterque 


which all the Children of the Town, | anus bic ef ‘ille, quo languet, fexws 


from 4 to 12 Years of Age, immedi- 
ately follow’d him 3 and he led them 
‘toa Cave under a Mountain without 
the Town, after which, not one of 
them was ever feen, nor could the 
People ever hear what became of 
them, Ever fince this 
vent, the Townfimen vfually reckon 


their Years from the time of the De- 


parture of their Children, in Memory 
of thofe who were loft in this manner. 
The Annals of Tranfylvania menticn 
the arrival of fome Children intheir 
Country about this time, whodid not 
underftand their Language, and that 
thefe Children fettling there, alfo per- 
petuated their Mother-Tongue to that. 
degree, that even at preftnt tio other 
Language is fpoken in thae Place than 
the German Saxon, © =~ 
The firlt Proof of this Story isthe 
Glafs-window of a Church ‘in this 
Town, of which ‘tis pamted, with 
fome Letters, which time has not yet 
effac’d ; the fecond’Proof fs The Port 
call’d Newgate, tho’ it has been under 
Foot above an hundred. Years accord- 


ing to Erich, where are’ to be'| he them ? How could 
fecn thefe Verfes. under ground, 
get Tranfjlvania ? Whence is 
Cntum terdenos cum Magus ab urbe that none yet *has ever been able to 
puellas, [find out this‘ Cover’d-way If the Des 
Duxerat ame annos CCLXXII. comdi- | vil carry"d them ‘thro’ the Air, how 
taportafuit, ie that no Body faw them 


That is: "This Gate «was Built 272 
Years after we were robb'd of 130 
Children by the Delufion of @ Magi- 


| Et Pauli charos Hamelemfes, mem 


Orbantis pueros centmm’ Foban~ 


damn. 
| Fatur ad omnis, cos viuos Caluaria forp- 


gnibus obftte 
That issn the Year 1284, onSts 
Fobn's, 1s faid St. PausDayy 
the Int 
fwallow'd op By Mount Koppenbarg. 
Lord preferve thy Servants: from 
don’t prove this 
Story ‘bet only that ‘twas 
No-Hiftorian of that. 
‘time tty tho’ feveral wrote 

at that “time near that Country. 
How cameshele Fathers to fufter‘their 
ge thus? If they were 
affraid of why did notthey 
give Maney, rather than thus 
hilzard Children, fince. 


‘fibly fome very credulous People may 
‘have made of thisDate; but that 
‘is not enough to render it Cuftomary~« 
World bewitch'dy te Ps 361, 
Benjamin the Jew; iahis Or~ 
erital Voyages, mentions a Ma- 
gictian, nam'd David Alruy, who ren- 


the third Proof depends on thitfol- 
owing Verfes : 


invitble, and yet ipoke. 


Chrifte, tuere 20085 Ne tam mala ves 


Haycine thew 
136 in Number, whowere 
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The HISTORY of 
When any “Body thew’d him in Books of Travels) any 
‘of ‘Savages with Bows and Arrows, he fmiled, hug. 
. ging himfelf for his happy Thought ; for, inftead of obfe. 
Ving ‘that orhers thought thefe Arrows were made ule of 
- hunt wild Beafts, or to fight with Men ; he by a refined No. 
| -.. tion, produced by his reading, conjectur'd that the Ufe cof 
thefe Arrows was, to carry them up into the Air; and 
convey them whither they pleas’d, or to difpatch Mifchiek 
_ their Enemies, (4) or to raife up Rivers, (7) when they 
“are in danger of being furpriz’d or conquer'd.. 
.\ He «would never futter any Painter to draw him, .for fea 
his Picture thould be made ule of to torment and murther the 


™ Nothing can be miore ridiculous than the Fright which 
|  .. feiz*d im one day, on his meeting in the Street a Man, who 

. Bap as wide as his Mouth (which happen’d to be very 
wide) couldibe ttretch’d. I cannot determin, whether this 
wide gaping Procecded from his being fatigu'd, his defireof 


and d Sea Scarf, to | alfocarry‘d to the fame end certain 


elcape thofe who purfadh magical Torches, which in gailler 
Suidas fays; they. calid fanttified Torches, wht 
the | they extinguifh’d at the place.to which 
Ss@pewhich He flew. fromm they went, by turning the lighted 
| Ends downwards, uttering: withal, | 
know not what Conjuring Words, 
which the Sorcerers had taught them. 
But none of thefe Praétifes ever did 
this Monarch any hurt, and. we may 


magical 
Enemies, ani by conclod: that thefe, Things are not of 
- them Difeales ange themfelves of any force; but that 
World *bew:tch'd, 1. they ‘may have very great Power on 
{2). A | thofe who fear them. cAnfwer to the 
Bow, and String ao | Oveffions of a Country Gentleman,,t. 
ood, 2. Ps 94,. | 


Arrow made ot a 4.9 
and inftanrly caus'd The Profeevtion of Enguerrand de 


= 


@8.wide as the di/- | Marigny, was chiefly grounded on the 
quit, mag. p 121. | conjur’d Waxen Images, by the ma- 
We read in the of | gical Ufe of which, he was sccus’d with 
> Henry ill. ot France, that at Paris a defign of killing the King. Bodius 
(«there were abundinceof Waxen Ima- | Demonomania, p. 16. 
which were by the Pritt: } _ efor Boethiws -in his Hiftory of 
‘fix'd oo the Altar, ‘dby them Scot/and. tells us, that King 
 at every one of the Forty Mafles} waltei by flow degrees, by the 
which they caus'dto be fiid inring the | bol cal Pradtices of a Witch, who ba- 
. Forty Hours jo fevecal Parihh:s of | ving that Prince's Figure in Wa%s mel 
© Paris andat the th<y prick- | cedut by li tle and 
Amage ac. thé viace of the | » One Zobn, a Conjurer, kill'd Simeon 
 H€ast, at, each pricking mutcering | of Bulgaria, by breaking oft the Head 
magical..Words, aim’d at the | of his Statue. Cedrenw, 
Kibg’s Lite. Inthe Proceflions, they} 
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Monfear Ourve. 


his Hiftory, having left me at a lofs in this particular: 
However it was, Monfieur Ouffle flew back three or four 
Paces, at the fight of this ftrange Gaper, whom he took for. 
, Conjurer, juft ready to {wallow him whole at once. Ler 
not the Reader be furpriz’d at this Whimfie; for I am indeed, 
oblig’d to alledge, in juftification of this weak Man, that ic 
was founded on Precedents (/), of which he was perfedly 
well inform’d. So that if the Readers laugh ar his ridiculous. 
Credulity, in which they will be in the mghr, tet them alfo 
laugh at the Authors who occafion‘d it, by broaching fuch ri- 
diculous Stuff. 


But I thall never forgive him another piece of Credulity, Fas > 


tho’ alfo founded ona Srory taken our of his Books: ’Tis, 
that on the fame day, after this Fright, meeting in the Streerc 


aS$mith, with a long Iron Curtain Rod in his Hand, which 
he was going to fix up in a Houfe, to hang a Curtain on it 5 
he publickly fell into dancing (m) feveral Dances, and cur 
a thoufand Capers, fo that a vaft croud of roguifh Boys got 


about him, and taking him for a mad Man, hollowd him 


home to his Houfe in tuch manner as prov'd extremely mor- 


ifying to his Family ; for-his Wife and’ Children on hearing 


a difmal Noife, immediately Windows and 
became Spectators of his Maadam Ouffe, full 


of Grief and Confufion, ask’d to think o 

skipping and dancing in the Streers; himfelf the 
Diverfion of all the Rabble of the Gigyaee™* If you-had been 

“in my place, anfwer’d he, seen. impofiible 
“ for you to have done lefs than J didiS@¥iaseic in my. Power 
“to refift a devil of a Conjurer, WHOiiad in his Hand an 
** en- 


. 25 3 , 


Sleep, or was defign'd ; the Memorials from which I took. 


(!) Wenceflaus, Son of the Em. | 


peror, Charles 1V. celebrating his 
Nuptials with Sophia, Daughter to 


the Duke of Bavaria ; his Father-in- | 


law knowinz how fond‘he was of ridi- 


Culous Sights and Entertainments’, | 


procur’d from Prague a whole Coach 
ull of Conjurers, Wenceflaus’s Own 
Conjurer, nam’d Zito, pretending: to 
get into the Croud. to fee.as well as 
others, appear’d with his Mouth flit 
from Ear to Ear; it being thus wide 
he open’d it, and fwallow’d whole, 
one of the Dukes Retinue with ail his 
Cloaths, except his Shooes, becaufe 
they were very dirty, and he 
them at a gveat Diffance from him. 


being able to digelt this Mor- 
fel, he great Tob fall of 
Water, and there voided the Fellow 


Fob:: Trithemins tells us of a Fewifh 
Phyfician, nam’d Zedehiab, whofeem- 
ed tofwallow,Men, and a Wagon la- 


gen with Hay; cut off Meas Heads, 


and fix them on as well as before. 

Delrio Difquifit. Magica, p.33. 
(m).A young Witch who liv’d at 

Geneva, made all Perfons whom fhe 


touch'd with an Iron Rod (which the 


Devil gave*her to: dance. “and skip 


about. Boditis Démonamtanta, p. 17>. 


(2) 


it. Camerarius Hift. 
Meditat. 1.4. ¢. 
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quainted with thele Things, thar you have nor any Noti- 
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_ “© get me to participate of that Feaft ; I did nor then tell you 


“© that I have always taken this Man for a Magician, and 


them, that immediately with- 
as fhe ee from the Table, they | found himfelf with his next Neigh- 


The HISTORY of 

“enchanted Rad, made on purpofe to fer thofe to dancing’ 
** whom he fhould meet ? Ah Wife, if you knew as well x 
“I, the Power of Magicians, certainly you would change 


“€* your Note ; this fort of People need only refolve, and the 


? 


*€ Devil immediately comes to their Affiftance, to enable 
“© them to execute infallibly whatever they pleafe. You 


- know, added he, that Tirtave fome Days paft invited me 


“© toa great Entertainment which he gave to his Friends, [| 
** would not go, whatever prefling Inftances he made, to 


¢¢ ‘the reafon which hindred me, but will now. Kaow then 


“© have feveral Proofs which would convince you that he is 
** fo, if I was at prefent fufficiently composd to recolled 


“them. But that Ill do ar another time. Take it for 


“* granted then, that when he invited me, he certainly in- 
** tended me fome ill turn, and in fhort, and in one Word, 
“if I had gone, I fhould have ran the rifque of returning 
“* without a Nofe. (2) Wouldft thou, my Dear, have been 


Rc we to have feen thy Husband without a Nofe? I can’ 


ap} 


on 


| rifque of lofing bis Life. All having 
promis’d {tri€ Obedience, all at once 
Fauftws by his Charms fo enchatted 
the Rye and Imaginations of thele 
‘Guefts, who were drunk, that they 
feem’d to fee a very beautiful Vine, 
‘charg’d with as many large Bunches of 
Grapes as there were Perfons at the 
Table. They greedy of thefe fine 
large Grapes, touk vp their Koes, 
waiting Faujfius’s Command to ot 
agreed to ask tofce a Vine, laden with | them. He diverted himfelf with keep- 
ripe Grapes ready to gather. They | ingthem fome time in this Poltore, 


thought, that beiagin the Month of f and then made the Vine and Grapes 


December, he could not pofhibly do it. | vanifh, and each of thefe drunken 
He granted their Requelt, and pro- Sparks thinking he had a Bunch of 
Grapes in his Hand ready to ¢vt, 
Id fce fuch a Vine as they defir’d ; | bour’s Nofe inone Hand, anda Knife 

ut on Condition that they !hould | ready tocut it off in the other. 50 
keepin their Places, and wait for his | thac if they had cut the Grapes with- 


Opder to cut or any of the } one ftaying for Fauftus’s Order; they | 
Graces’; alluring t 


em, that whoever be cut off one anothers Nofes. ¢# 


difobey'd this Order would run the | merarins, 1.1. 1. 4. 
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Ourvt. 
« pn of them, and not to comprehend a thing, “Fs with you 
« 4 {ufficient reafon to believe ‘ic impoffible. You a tv 
“this, believe what you pleafe, for I thall nor be Fool 
« enough to hazatd the lofsyof my Nofe to convince you. 
« Such a Complaifance for you, and for truth, would be too 
“ violent and coo unreafonable. I could have wih’d with al! 
“ my Heart that it had fall’n in your way to Day to have 
“ mer this devilith Conjurer with the Rod, of which I com- 
« plain ; and-you had certainly danc’d whither you would 
“orno, and would not you now have blam’d me for fo do- 
“ing. What Pleafare fhould I have had to have feen you 
“ dance ? For every ftep you made would have beena Proof 
“ of the great force of magical Powers, which you pretend 
“to disbelieve. Poor Madam Owffe heard her Husband with 
Confufion, fuch Pity did his wretched Arguments raife in her, 
She would not engage them, but too well knowing his Weak- ~~ 
nels and Prepoffeffion, to hope ever to reduce him to rea- 
fon: She then contented herlelf, with cafting down her Eyes, 
fhrugging up her Shoulders, and tho’ the Ridiculoufnefs and 
Impertinence of his Difcourfe really afforded matter of 
Laughter, fhe withdrew, more ready to crythan laugh. 
Tis well known that there are, and doubrlefs the Reader - 
muft at fome time or other have met with Peoplewhoin © 
peaking, {putter in the Faces of thofe whom they talk ro, 
and always get as near them as they Can. ‘Tis one of the 
moft difagreeable and fhocking rude Flabits in the World, 
Monfieur Ouffe to the urmoft of his Power avoided thefe flo- 
venly ill bred Fellows; bur much lefS out°of a difguft ac 
their nafty Cuftom, and Averfion to their Importunity, than 
becaufe he thought himfelf advertis’d by his Reading, that 
they might be Conjurers and Witches, and thofe of a fort fo i 
much the more dangerous, becaufe ‘twastobe feard, ashe 
thought, that they might kill their Auditors by fputtering ag 
thusintheir Faces. (0) This Notion, tho indeed one of the” 
moft impertinent, is nor in my Opinion the moft blameable ; 
for if it fhould pafs for true, and well grounded, thefefilthy - 
Sputterers for fear of paffing for Conjurers, would perhaps 
icave off {pitting in Peoples Faces in thisrude manner, = 
Monfieur Qufle going one Evening with his Daughter 


(0) Paapis in the Ifle of Thule, or | Peoples Faces, kill’d them in theday-. a 
Tikmarky if we believe Anthony Ho- | time, and reltor'’d them to Lifeinthe | 
genes, cited by Photius in his Biblotbe- | Night. 
0,166. by {pitting publickly in 
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him to do, would not by any means enter this Artificer’ 


_ . Work-room, becaufe there was a lighted Lamp there, By 


‘went away, withour fo much as {peaking one Word to the 
Weaver of what be came for ; and when his Daughter ask’ 


_himche reafon of his fo fudden and precipirate Retreat ; he 


paffionately anfwerd, Daughter, would you willingly appem 
before this Man as naked as you came out of your Mother’s Wom): 
Lhe poor Girl, who was far from any fuch Thoughts, de. 
fit’d him to explain this Riddle. ‘Tx noe fit for you to kn 
more, replied he, Modefty forbids it, do you make ufe of the 
fame Virtue, to keep yours clofe alfo. On this the was more 
puzzled than before, and I believe the Reader not lefs per. 


plex’d ; bucthe Nore ( will clear that Difficulty, 


Folly above all Follies! and Extravagance beyond all Ex- 
travagancies! He was building a Summer-houle atthe end 


- of his Garden, and a Carman having broughr. him fome 
Stones for that Work, he fent for him, and ask’d him how 


much he muft have for them, and thinking chart they mut 
coft more than the Carman defir’d, he began to fancy that he 
fold them fo cheap, becaufe he could change thofe which he 


_ had remaining into Bread, (4) and confequently could par 


with thefe ara lower Price. He carry’d this Extravagance 


fo far, asto fear, that if he did not pay this Man very large- 


ly, he might afterwards change the Stones which he had 
boughr, into Loaves, and that when it happen’d to Rain, his 
Building might be turn’d to Portage. [| firmly expect tha 
what I relate of a Folly which feems wholly improbable, 
fhould be thought ftrange, fo hard is ic to perfuade ones felt, 
that fuch a Thought could ever come into the Mind of any 
thing that is call*’d Man. I own chat I long deliberated be- 
fore I related it; butin fhorr, a Hiftorian muft be fincere ; 


and befides has not what went before, made way for this 


laft Story, and what is to follow it? But befides the Sincet!- 
ty Which I am oblig’d to profefs and practice here, anothet 
reafon engages me to hide nothing ; and that is, that. the 


‘particularizing of fo many Extravagances may ferve to thole 
_ ‘who read them, for a prefervative againft fo many Tales 
and falfe Storfes, which they meet with in Books, and hit: 
- © der their imprudently believing them, or fetting any Valu¢ 


on 


Poy. =f (p) A Conjurer bya lighted Lamp, (4 ) Glycas fays part 2, that Si. 
made all the Women in a Room {trip mon Magus chang’d Stones into Bread. 


} ar) 


mele co a Weaver, to befpeak fome Work which he defen’ 
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who read thefe Stories, commonly refulting from that of 
thofe who wrote "em ; how earneftly is it to be wifh’d, that 
Authors would not believe any thing withour a thorough Ex- 


amination, and withouc taking Byidence for rheir.Guide,. 


fince they have reafon to expect that others fhould believe as 
they do, and thac their Writings may be referr’d to withouc 
Appeal! Amongft the Dzmonographers and thofe who treat 


of fuperftitious Practices, there are fome, ] own, honeft Men, 
who fimply depended on what they, were told, and could not 


believe that others would deceive them, becaufe they were 


not themfelves Deceivers ; and who are the more apt to pub-' 


lih extraordinary Events for Truths, becaufe they are fond 


of having them fo. This being granied, are we chen oblig’d 
todepend on what we read in thefe Authors, without any” 
farther Information, particularly in Subjects of this Narure,- 
which are prodigious, and commit. Violence, if I may fo fay, 
on Nature, and don’t follow its Courfe, in fhore which, con- 


adit Reafon, and the Mind cannot comprehend? If 
amonegft all thefe Authors there happento be {ome who are 


ignorant, tho’ honeft, yet how many. are there who tell falfe, — 
Stories defignedly, and on purpole either to divert. themfelvyes,. 
in hopes of diverting their Readers ( for they are not ignd- 
rant, that many are fond of nothing, except what. is prodigi-: 
ous or miraculous ), or to make theiur.Books go off the, betser, 
inorder to gratifie a felf-interefted. Defire, which, excited 
them towFrite them? Are we then, I ask, abfolurely oblig’d- 


to give Credit to thefe laft ? But I plunge my felf infenfibly 


into a Subject which willcarry me too far; for, . when the’ 
Queftion turns on the Diffidence with which one ought to 
read, there is a large Field before uss Return we to Mon- 


fieur Oufile. 


A Man with very wide Sleeves, coming to confulc him on , 


an important Affair, which had for feveral Days made a great 
Noife, was oblig’d to go away, without being able to. ob-= 


tain a reafonable Anfwer to the Queftions which He propos'd 3. 
The reafon of which was, that our Vifionary fpake very lit... 
Ue, and what he faid was nat at all to the purpofe ; and 


that becaufe he was in a continual Diftraction during the 
Whole time of the Converfation. His Eyes were inceffantly 
fixed on this Man’s Sleeves, to watch whither no Fire iffued 


out of them, and carefully obfetve whither he could not hear. 


on the Examples which they alledge. The Credulity of moft. 
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Th HISTORY f 
Thunder inthem (7). But notwithftanding allthis, no: 
thing iffued out of thefe Sleeves, befides two naked, and ve. 


ry flefhy Arms, which moved in compliance with the Em. 
phafis of the Client's Difcourfe. But what follows is a more 


whimfical piece of Extravagance. 

A Dog with a great Bone in his Mouth, paffing by Mon- 
fiewit Oufle’s Door when he was going out, he looked upon, 
and follow’d him, walking as faft as he could, and fome- 
tithes running, that he might not lofe Sight of him. The 
Dog finding himfelf thus purfu’d, by times turn’d back and 
{fiarl’d, as he would have done if another Dog had offer’d to 
bereave him of his Prey, or at leaft part of ir. When the 
Dog ftop’d, Monfieur Ouffe did fo too, and the former at 
every ftep fquinted at his Perfecutor, in expectation of fome 
Trick: In thort, he went home to his Matter ; and our 
Spark, after having waited above an Hour at the Door, to 
watch whither he would come our again, concluded that he 
belong d to fome body at that Houfe. The Reader is doubt- 
lefs very curious to know the reafon of all this; as I judge 
by my felf, for when I read this part of the whimfical Ex- 
ttavagancies of this extraordinary Man, I was very earneft 
to know the Conclufion: But notwithftanding my eagernefs, 

Dfpent fome time in endeavouring co guefs at ic ; but nothing 
fatisfactery occur’d to my Thoughts, I had recourfe to the 
Everit, which inform’d me of what follows. 

After Monfieur Onfle had ftaid fo long as I have faid, and 
the Dog did not come our, he learnt of the Neighbourhood 
tc whom he belong’d, that his Mafter was a Schollar who 

_ a back Garret four Stories high, had publifh'd fee 
veral Books, and that almoft every Day this Animal took 
his Progrefs into the Town, and generally return’d with 


fome Bones, or Morfelson which he fed ; for added they, in 


-mialicious Raillery, this Learned Man, by his Science and 
fablime Knowledge, has found out an Art of keeping a Dog 
withont giving him any thing to eat. At this Monfieur 
Oufle hook his Head, by that hinting, rhar he knew of ano- 
ther Sectete To be fhort, he took this Schollar for a Mag'- 
Cian, and concluded that he made ufe of the Bones wig . 


Ar) ’Tis reported, that Gregory VII. the made Fire come out of his Sleeves 
was fo well inftruéted in Magic by | and Thunder rattle in it. Naude. pe 


Theophilatt and Laurentiws, Difciples 400, 
to Sylvefter, that by thaking bis Arm 


~ 
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Dog brought him, to ferve him to pafs the Seas on them © | 
(s). Iam perfuaded that the Reader will charge me with 
broaching a world of wretched Notions; to which I an- 

{wer, that I fhould not relate them, if Monfieur Osfle had 

not given the occafion, and that Monfieur Ovfle had not even 

iven occafion, if feveral Authors had not publifh'd fuch ca 
wretched Stuff. This poor Man expos d himfelf by his Fol- 

lies ; and Ionly reprefent him as he is, that others may nor 

by reading become the fame Extravagants that he is. To 

fhew the Ridiculoufnefs of falfe Notions, feems. to me, no 
improper way of refuting them: For my part, when the 
Queftion turns on Conjurers, the bare recital of the Tales | 
told of them, and of their Words and Actions, is enough to Pee. 
prevent my believing them, {o little appearance of Truth do 

find in them. | 


~ 


‘How can I, for inftance, believe thar a Conjurer led about ~.. 


with him whither he pleas'd, the Corps (t ) of a young Vir- 
gin: That ‘twas impoffible to touch certain enchanted gol- 
den Apples, placed cn the Towers of a Palace (4): That. 
People have been confin'd feveral Years in Caves .( x ); . by 


(s) Ollerus, by the help of an en- 
chanted Bone, pafs’d over vatt Seas, 
as tho? he had been in a Ship, De/rio 
Difquifit. Mag. 124, 

(t) 4A Magician led about with 


him wherever he pleas'd, the Corps 


_ ofa Woman, famous for playing on 
_ the Harp at Boulogne, by Virtue of a 
Charm fix’d under the Armpits of the 


faid Corps, and made it play on the | 


Harp, as tho’ it had been alive and 
animateg. Another Conjurer took a- 
way the Charm, and the Corps im- 
mediately fell down, and remain’d 
immovable, Paucer, p, 11. De Thiers 
of Superflitions, t. 1. p. 130. 

Leo Africanus fays, that on 
the top of the Turrets of Morocco, 
are thrée golden Apples of an inelti- 
mable Value, which are fo fecurély 
Buarded by Fnchantments, that the 
Kings of Fez have never been able to 

touch them, maugre ail their At- 
tempts. 

Olaws Magnus fays, chap. 19. 
that in the Eaft Gettia is a great 
Lake of freth Water, call’d Veten, in 


. 


“mercilefs. 


and fpacious Ifland, which has two 


Churches, under one of which is a 


Cave, which has no other Entrance 
but thro? a-long, low, and winding 
Alley of an incredible Depth, Thofe 
who enter it are forc’d to make ufe 


of a lighted Lanthorn and aClue, to_ 


enable them to find their way back 


again ; and repair thither to fee one 


Gilbert aConjurer, who had the all 
Fortune to be many Yéars magically 
detain’d there, by’Carpllus his Precep- 
tor, who inflicted that Punifbment on 
him for attempting to rebel againft 
him, and fer up for himfelt. This 
Conjuration was perform’d by a little 
Stick, on which were cut feveral Ruf. 
fian and Gothic Letters: ‘This Stick 
his Matter threw at him 3 he took it 
up, and inftantly became immovable, 
fo that he could not rid himfelf of the 
Stick, but remain’d falt glu’d toit. 
No Perfon dar’d come near him, by 
reafon of the malignant Vapours of 
the Cave; and yet feveral. Perfons 
‘quently go thither, and the Tale 4s 
kept up, without eny Bodies haying 


Se middie of which is avery pleafant | 


ever feen 
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f_-__mercilefs Magicians, as tho’ thefe wretched Conjurers -had 
the fupreme difpofal of Mankind in their Power : That when 


the Devil, to enrol himfelf 


in his Service ( Tempefts 


‘fhould be rais’d, all the Air in Motion, the whole Sphere of 


Fire. in Agitation, and all the Seas difturb’d, and throw up 
their Waves; as tho’ the Elements were inclined to exprefs 


their: Share at the Will of this Racal: 


‘That Rivers veil. 


their Bonnets, or to {peak more properly, pay their Comple+ 


ments toa Conjurer, co reftifie their Refpect and Veneration, 


and at the fame time that this Sorcerer receives this Homage; 


he is athoufand Leagues diftant from the Place, where by 


an Arbtrary Power, he ftops the Flight of all Eagles who 
dare prefume to fly over his Head ( 7)}3 that by Virtue of I 
know not what Stone, or by fwallowing certain written 
Tickers, Men are infallibly fecur’d againft the Danger of be- 


ing wounded, beheaded, or burnt (a2)3 that when any oné 


Palengenivs teltifies, that ge- 


nérally a terrible Storm arifes, which 
‘deftroys all the Vineyards and Corn, 
when Magicians lift themfelves in the 
Service of the Devil; confccrate a. 
Book. or feize any hidden .Treafure. 


2ppear’d with a golden Thigh at the, 
Olympic Games, that he oblig’d the 
River Neffus to complement him ; 


thac he ttepp’d the Flight of-an Eagle, 


that he tam’d a Bear, co that degree 


that he made him kill a snake; that 


bya few Words only, he chas’d away 
insOx, »which trod down a- Bean- 
acid ;. that-he appear’d on the fame 
Day and Hour at the Cities of Crotone 


and Merapontwm, and that he. fo po- 


fitively predi@ed future Events, that 
many have held that he was nam’d 
Pythagoras, beecaufe he gave as cer- 
tain and true Anfwers, as thofe of 
the Pythian. Apollo, Naude, p. 157. 
Porpryr. in-ejws. vita, Thofe Authors 
who have treated Pythagoras as an 
Enchanter, have not given us their 


owa Opinion of him, but osly amafs’d { 


the falle Reports {pread amongit the 
People by Timon the Phliafian, and 
his-ocber Enemies. Naude, p 160. . 
(a) Marcw Paulus Venetius. aflarcs 
vs, ¢.2. “that ’cwas ampofhble 
for the Zartars ever to behead eighr. 


of the ighaBitants of the Ifland Zipan- | 


reads 


becaufe. they wore betwixt the 
Skin and Flefh of their right Arms, 


‘monly 
Odvardo Barfeffa fays, that the fa-. 
habitants of the Hlecali’d the greater 


renders thofe who. wear. it invulnera- 


they frequently {pend feven or eight 
Years in finilhing a fet of this Armour, 
in waiting the Hour of a favourable. 
Conftellation to work on it, or the 
ppy Choice of a proper Moment to 
it. 

A Voyage to Lybia tells @s in its 

17th Chapter, that the Marabouts of, 


tle Billsy which they call Grifgris,, and 
whichcontain feveral 4rabic Words, 
by Virtue of which, they pretend to 
be fo fecur’d againft all Inconventen- 
cies,-and efpecially again(t their 
 gayes, for which reafon, they make 
their Horfes wear them. 

A Volume of the Mercure Framcoy 
| mentions the Enchantment of a Guards 


could never burn down. | 

Sennertus tells.us, that arm’d Sole 
diers have hung little Images about 
their Necks, to’'render them invulatr- 


able. Others have fwallowed Ww 


— 


honfe at which the Swedes 


§§ a Beggar, a worthlefs Wretch enters into a Contract’ with. 


an enchanted Stone, fo that they were ' 
forc’d to kill them as Oxen are com- 


Fava, forge enchanted Armour, which 


ble ; and this they do foartfully, that 


Senega, give the Negroes certain lit: 
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Monfiear Gury 


not 


reads the Grimoire or Black-book, and other’ Books of Con# —— 


jarations, the Devil appears, and ftifles or ftrangles thofe who » 
raisd him, if they dont give him fomething for his Trouble 
(b); but yer is fo complaifanr, fay they, that if you give 
him but an old Shooe or a Nut, he does no Mifchiefy but: 
recurns very well contented. What wretched Follies and Im- 
pertinencies are thefeP And yer not only Monfieur Onfle, but: 
alfo an infinite number befides, believe all thefe Tales ; and» 
onthem, ground I know nor how many Stories, which they. 
as pofitively affirm, as if they had been Eye-witnefles: Tho’ 
all thefe Story-tellers have feen nothing of what they rélate ; 
but have only read ir, or heard it faid ; fo that, if by this 
means we could trace the Story backwards, from Relator.to. 
Relator, to difcover its Source, we fhould find thar:the:-firft: 
was either a Deceiver, or was himfelf deceivd. 8s 
Charms, ‘if I may fo fay, are difh’d up all manner of ways. 
Ifwe believe the Demonographers, nothing is ever wanting ; 
but we do whatever we pleafe, provided we have a Con- 
jurer at our Dilpofal ; provided that we are acquainted with 
the force of magical Powers, and will make ufe of them. If 
a Footman runs away from, after robbing his Mafter; Ma-. 
gic will raife up Lions, Dragons and Seas to ftop his career’ 
(c), and force him to return home: | ee 
Would you underftand the Chatter of the Birds (¢), when: 
they warble out their Notes ? Magic, if you believe irs Pro-’ 


teo Notese World bewitch’d, tom. 4. \ his Book, De moritus Yurcarnm, that 
355. when a Slave runs away, his Patron 
(6) The Devil breaks the Necks | writes on a piece of !archment or 
afthofe, who on reading the Grimoire, | Payer the Slave’s Name, fixes it in 
or Black-books, raife him, and give his Chamber, and then with Conjura- 
hin nothing; but is content with | tions threatens him with the lofs of. 
venan old Shooe, a Hair Or a Straw. | his Life if he does not return. On 
Cir, | which the Fugitive fancies he 
' Delrio fays, 1. 2. queft. 19s that | Lions and Dragons in his way; or that 
Cornelins Agrippa being at Louvain, | the Sea fwallows him up, fo that he 
when a Devil fad ftrangled a Perfon | is forc?d to come home again. © 
who lodg’d with him, on his reading |. (d) affirm’d, ‘hat Leurentius 
a Book of Charms; commanded the | an Archbifhop exrlain’d the chattermg 
Devil. to enter into his Lodger’s Bo- of Birds, ag inltance of which he gave 
dy, and make him walk feven or eight | at Rome, before feveral t relates, on 
Days in the public Place, betore he | accidenrally feeing a little Sparrow, by 
left it, that he might nor be fufpetted | his Chatter, advertifing others of hrs: 
to be the Author of his Death, and/ species, that there was a Wagon load 
that all the People might conclude it |} of Corn over-turn’d at the Porte Ma- 
to be fudden and jore, of which they migot mske a ve- 


Bartholomy Giorgevitz, who had | ry advantageous ule, Nandé Apel 
been long in Turhifh Slavery, faysin | 


(e) Fer- 
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mifes, will thorotghly inform you, of all their Defigns, Pro, 
zects and Intention. 
Would a Lady when fhe looks in her Glafs, inform her 
felf of fomething elfe befides her Shape ? She will meet with 
Conjurers, who will prepare a Mirror for her (e), which 
will difcover to her whither any Body has been falfe to her; 
whirkher any Body thinks her fo fine as the believes her felf; 
what is faid of her Shape, and what is thought of her Shooes 


and Drefs. 


If any one would revenge himfelf, {catter a great many 
Evils,or occafion great Mifchiefs; Magic provides a thou- 
fand ways to compals his Ends fhe’ll teach him him how to | 
break ro pieces all the brittle Ware in a Potter’s Shop (f), 
an earthen Ware-bakers, or a Glafs-houfe ; the will give him 
Powders to produce Infects (g ), which fhall revenge all the 
produce of the Earth ; fhe will teath him Words, Poifons and 
Charms to deftroy the Corn .(4), and do other Mifchiefs; 

4 as 


~€@) Ferneliws fays, 1. 1. c. 1. de | this venomous Unguent as much as 
abditis rerum caufis, that he faw a | they can on the Corn and Fruits of 
Man, who by the force of magical | the Barth; on which as foon asit falls, 
Words and Charms, causd Spectres] it produces a fmall black Cloud, 
and Images to appear in a Glafs, that | which turns into a moift Milt. De Lan 
by his order, exprefs’d in it either by | cre. p. 171. | 
Writing or Figures, whatever he * 
fir'd to know. Carmine lefo ceres fterilem va- 
(f.) Nicera {peaks of a Magician] | nefcit in berbam, Ovid, 
whofe Name was Michael Sicidites, : 
who in the Frefence of acertainEm-{| A Conjurer did great Mifchief, by 
peror, in a Potter’s Ware-houfe, | uttering thefe unintelligible Words, 
raisd up a great Snake with ared | Vach, Vech, Steft, Sty, Stu. DeLan- 
Comb, or Head, which fo weund it | cre. p. 507. | 
felfabout his Pots, that he inarage | Eumapius feems very much in the 
brake them all, andon thatthe Ser-|right, io blaming Conftantine the 
ent vanith d. Great, for having on fuch light 


-- (g) Remy fays, thatthe Magicians | Grounds believ’d a Charge againtt 


and by that means produce vaft num- 


after having received from the Dea- | Sopater the Philofopher ( one of his 
mons a very light Doft, difperfe ir, intimate Friends) that in a great Fa- 
d by mine, he had by magical Arts bound 
bers of Infecis, that deftrov the Pro j upthe Winds. Le Loyer. p. 160 
duttions of the Earth. Delrio Dif] Ina Treatife written by emg 
guifit,. Mag, p. 141, | RBitbop of Lion, in the’ Year 833. ! 
_ Kiwaffeau reports the\ Conjurers metwith a Paflage fo pertinent tomy 
Powders to be prepar'd from a flaid purpofe, that I cannot help mention- 
Cat, 2 Toad, a Liza:d and an Adder, | ing it, fays the Author of the feveral 
all reduc’d to Alhes on glowing Coals. | Thoughtson the Comet, crc. tom. I. 
De Lancre. p. 139. aay p-290. This learned Prelate com- 
The Conjurers prepare a liquid Poi- pos’d his Book to difabufe a great 
fon, which they put intoa little ear- | many People, who falfely imagio’e 
then Pog with feveral Holes at the | that there were at that time fevera! 
end, like thofe of ‘a Watering-pot for | Bachanters, whofe Power extended to 


Gardens, thro? which they {prinkle | the caufing of Thunder, a 
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«ound it to be only Coals or Dung. 
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as bewitching one by his Hat (i); another by his Shoes. 
and another by the Latch of his Door (k)3 turning this 


Hail, and Storms whenever thefe E- 
vil Spirits fhoald be inclin’d to ruia the 
produce of the Barth, and chat they 


Inhabitants Of a certain Country cal- 
led Magonit, who came to them eve- 
sy Year in Ships which fail’d thro’ 
the middle region of the Air, to load 
with allthe Corn which the Tempefts 
had deftroy’d, for which they paid 
thefe Enchaoters. This Notion had 
gotten fuch Footing in the Minds of 
the People, that this Bifhop would 
not without all the difficulty in the 
World, fave three Men and a Woman 
from being fton’d to Beath by the 
Mob, who fancy’d them to have fall’n 
from thofe $hips. 

(i) A little Boy performing the 
Ceremony of giving the Peace in the 
Church of Meudiondo in Labourt, his 
Hat fell off his Head, and a Witch 
took it up on pretence of doing him 
Service : Butthe Child fell very ill at. 
the very Moment he put it on his’ 
Head, and died in a few Days after. 
De Laxcre. p. 138. : 

(k) A poor Youth having put off 
his Wooden fhooes, to go upa Lad- 


made a Trade of this Art, with the | 


Ship 


| be very good Money; but fome Days 


afcer it turn’d to pieces of Horn. 
Learned Incredulity. p. 113. 

(m) Pietro della Valle in his 16th 
Letter, mentions certain Conjurers, 
who barely by looking on, eat the 
Hearts 
infides of Cucumbers. 

(2) In Germany there are Cone 
jurers, who at Pleafure ihrink in, and 
thruft out their Privities. Bedins Dee 
monon. P. 1296 
(0) One Gefarius Maltefiys chang- 
ed the Faces of the Cards in the Hands 
of the Gametiers. Delrio’s Difquifit. 


Maz. p. 34. 

(p) Tis reported of a certain Ro- 
man,whofe Curtizan baving hung Vir- 
gil out of a Turret in a Basket, half 
way to the Ground ; :o revenge him- 
fe]f, he extinguifh’d all the Fires in 
in fuch manner, that ’twasime- 
poflible to kindle them again, unlefs 
applied to the Privities of this banter- 
ing Coquet; and it being impofhble 
for one to light his Fire by another, 
every body was forc’d to come to her. 
Naude. p. 447. 
The Devils inftrua& Conjurers. 


der, a Witch fo poifon’d them, that 
he went Jame the whole remainder of 
his Life. Ibid. 3 

The Conjurers greafe the Latches 
of Doors to kill People; which hap- 
pen’d at Geneva in 1563. Jbid. 

(/) A Man having receiv’d Money 
ofthe Devil, when hecame to teil it, 


Difquifit, Magic. pag. 149, 
| 

Faufias and Agrippa travelling, 
Pald their Hofts with what {eem’d to 


> 4 


to place under the Threfholds - of 
Sheep-coats, which they would de- 
ftroy, a lock of Hair, or a Toad, 
with three Execrations, to make all 
the Sheep daily walle and confume, 
who pafs over it. Cir. 

(r) Treis-Echelles chang’da Parith 
Priefi’s Breviary intoa Pack of Cards, 


Bodin. 266. 


(5s) Lewis Gaufredy reading a Mae 
gical Book, we are told, that the De- 
vil appear'd to, aad enter’d mto Con- 


verfation with him. A ba:gain was 
$4 ttruck 


Man’s Money into Coals, Dang, or pieces of Horn (/); and 
devouring that Man’s Heart (m); caufing thofe Parts of — 
Men to vanifh, which diftinguifh their Sex (); making 
thofe lofe the Game, who have it in their Hands (0); gi- 
ving cruel uneafinefs, and inflicting burning Pains on Wo- 
men who have deceiv'd them (p) 3; fcattering Defolation 
amongit a Flock of Sheep (7); making thofe to feem Hy- 
pocritess who are not fo (r)3 rendring themfelves amiable 


to, and feducing Women (5); infecting the Provifion of a 


Men, and fometimes the 
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have done i, fay they. 


be refolv’d on't, and then they do what they pleafe ; and ina 
few Words, thar the Supreme Being has given them both 
Permiffion and Power to act whatever Criminal and Tragical ° 
We have fpoken of what Evils they may 
do; (1-mean according to their Hiftorians ), Let's then at 
prefent fay fomething of the Joys, Diverfions and Pleafures 
which they may, and have given ( according to the fame 


Parts they pleafe. 


Writers 


_Is any thing more pleafanr, than to fee a Witch dance, and 
take a leap from the Top of a Mountain to a Placetwo 
Leagues diftant from thence (x) ? We meet with thofe who 
If you are hunting, you fhall ftop 
the Courfe of the fierceft Beafts, and kill them at Difcrerion, 
if you call in to your Affiltance fome Charm at leaft 


e64 The HISTORY of 

Ship (#); killing Men, and blafting Trees ay 
- If any are inclin’d to thew any Tricks by flight of Hand: 
Hocus Pocus, or Jugling in Publick, to divert the People? 
The Devils, if we believe the D.emonographers, are always 
teady at Hand to provide, them with a whole Budget full of 
merry Tricks ; fo that thefe Authors feem to affirm, that 
thefe wretched Spirits are equally difpos'd to divert and tor- 
ment; that they have Power to do both ; that they need only 


they tell us fo ; for God forbid that 1 fhould be Security for 


~ the‘Succefs of this way of Hunting. 


What an excellent Contrivance was it of a Devil, who 


ftrack up betwixt them, by which the 


Prieft gave himfelf to the Devil, on 
Condition he might delude as smany 
marry?J Women and Virgins as he 
barely blowing into their 
Noltrils. De Lancre. p. 177. 
There was in the train of the Em- 
peror Manne/, a Magician, nam?d Se- 
thus, who intlantly rendred a Virgin 
with him to Diftraction, by 
putting a Peach into her Bofom, Ni- 
getas, Hiffor. 
Witches fix themfelves on the 
top of Malts of Ships, and from thence 


alt poylonous Powders which infed 

whatever the Sailors fet out to dry, ac 

) Pliny Hiffor. lib. 7. that 


De Lancre. 64, 


there are in Africa, Clans of Men who 
blatt Trees; bill Childyen, Uorles and 


| 


feeing a Conjurer puzzl’d how to get into a Place, turn’d 
himfelf into a Moufe, or fome other Animal as little, enter- 


ed 


Herds of Cattle, by poifoning them. 

Aulus Gelliws Vays in his Notes 
Attica, that in Africa are fome Fa 
milies who bewitch by the Tongue, 
and by praifing, blaf{t Trees and iil 
brute Annimals and Children. © 

(x) A Witch leap’d from 
tain, to a place two Leagues diftante * | 
from it. De Lancre. 210. 

(y) Pbiloftratws fays, that the 
ZEgyptians make Dragons walk, that 


| they charm them by certain Words; 


in order to cut off their Heads < | 
more fecurely, and that frequently 


_they make ule of fome Stones which 


render them, like Gyges, invifible. : 
Wierw afiures vs, that he faw 2 | 
Man {top wild Beafts with a Sword, 

till he had feiz’d theme > 


(2) 
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Monfear 265 
edthro’ the Hole (z) ; and then open’d the Door within fide — 
his Friend? But how came he to hit on this Metamor- 
hofis, fince having the Power to affume that Shape, pro- 
bably he might alfo without, have enterd thro’ the Key- 
hole, and apen’d the Door at Pleafure? But in cafe of Dia- 
bolical Practices, Spells and Charms, we are nor to put fo 
many Queftions, for they will too much puzzle the Enchan- 
ers, Sorcerers and Devils, 

Has any body a large Crop of Corn, bending under the 
Weight of its Ears, and ready for the Scythe ? He need not 
run after Reapers, a Conjurer will {pare him that Trouble 
and Charges. Let him only buy a Scythe, and the Sorcerer 
will make chat of ic felf, cuc down as much as the beft Rea- 
per can. He will have the Pleafure of feeing it fly from 
one end of the Field to the other, wirhout the Affiftance of 
any Hand, and in fhore all his Corn reapd. At leaft he is 
made to ‘hope fo, and an inftance of this fort is produ- 
ced (a) but let him confider whither it be to be depend- 
edon. 

How would you be furpriz’d at the Noon of the fineft 
and brighreft Summers Day, to fee the Sun at once whole 
ly darken’d, and Darknefs ore-fpread the Face of the Earth ? 
But fay the Demonographers, “tis inthe Power of a Conjurer 
to fuch a fight ( 4). 

That the Sculls of the Dead which you meet with in 
Church-yards may appear lefs horrible.co you, learn of the 
Demonographers, that ‘tis in your Power to make them utter | 
Oracles (c), and give true Anfwers to all Queftions which 
may be put.. Thus, as you fee, Magic makes ufe of every 
thing, and here is nothing but contributes to it.. 

| 


-(%) Ha Conjurer defires to enter ' 
yery narrow Places, the: Devil 
appears in the fhape of a Weefel ora 
Moufe, and privately opens the Door 
iorhim, Learned Incredulity, p. 96+ 
(4) Simon Magus commanded a 
Scythe to reap of it felf, and it ac- 
cordingly cut down.as much Cornmas 
was pothble for the moft able Reaper 
have done. Learned Jncredulity. 
40, 
(6) Marcus Paulus the Venetian 
lays In bis Voyage to Afta, that the 
caufe Darknely whenever they 
cafe, 


/ 


(c) Francis Picns of Mirandula, 
fays, lib. 7. cap.to. de pra. rer, that 
in his Time there was a famous Ma- © 
giclan in Jtaly, who had a dead Per- 
fons Scull, in which the Dzmons 
gave Anfwers to Queitions, when he 
held it up againft the Sun, Le Loyer. 
412. 

Melchior Flavia, a Francifcax Monk 
of Touloufe, fays in his State of Souls 
after Death, that he knew a Con- 
jurer at Rome, who caus’d the De- 
vil to fpeak in a dead Man’s Scull, 


ld. 413, 414. 


(d) The 
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The HISTORY 
If you are afraid of Serpents, it renders them fo harmlefs 


and docile, that you may both divert your felf with them 
and make them dance (d)- And would not fuch a dance 


be very pleafant ? Ah! what an agreeable Ball would ir be, 


which fhould be compos'd of 4 or 500 Snakes, dancing Mi- 
nuits, Country-dances, and Sarabands on their Tails, keep- 
ing Time and cutting fine Capers. sr 
But behold a more wonderful Sight than the Dance of 
Snakes. Imagine then a Man on a Stage, who throws up 
another into the Air, tears and pulls him to pieces ; that he 
cuts a Child in two in the Middle, chart then he cuts off the 
Head of athird; this is indeed a-horrible Spectacle, but 
don’t tremble, dont fear, bur that the Conjurer will fet the 
Man and the Child together again, and fix the Head which 
‘was cut off in its Place ; and thefe People thus torn and cut 
in pieces fhall be as whole and found as they were before this 
difmal Operation (¢). If you will not believe me inform 
your felves by the Hiftorians of Sorcerers, and they will fur- 
nith you with Examples: But to fay truth, I had rather you 
fhould infure the Performance of rhis, than I. 
Would you have a magnificent Entertainment prepar'd by 
Charms? Ihe Demonographers will oblige you with one; 


therefore prepare your felf for fome very ftrange Sights. To 
| this 


(a) The Inhabitants of the Coafts | his Entreatiesy he obftinately perfilt- 


_ Of Coromandel, and fome others of | ed in obftructing him , he immedi 


the Cingelois and Malabars,can charm | ately caus'd a Lilly to fprout upon 
Serpents to that degree, that by fing- | the Table, and cutting off its Head, 
ing to them, they make them dance. | his Enemy fell headlefs to the Ground, 


. they believe be kas fworntrue; but 
if he is flung they believe him per- 


them any hure, Baldiw Pirara. 


pieces, and then reftor’d him to his 


Head be 


When they put any Perfon to his 
Oath, they make him put his Hand 
into a Pot, in which is a Serpent; 
and if he receives no Damage by it, 


jur’d. They Conjure the biggeft and 
leaft Serpents, to prevent their doing 


- (e) One Zedekiab a Few, threwa 
Man up into the Air, cut him to 


former Condition, Delrio. Difquifit, 

A cut off a Foot-man?s 

ore feveral Perfons, to di- 

vert them, and with an Intention to 

fix it on again; but at the inftant 

that he made ready to refix this Head, 


and then he fee on the Foot-man’s 
Head again, and fled away. ¢. Ger 
man. 3. de Lamys, c.3. 190 

Simon Magus offer’d to have his 
Head cut off, promifing to rife again 
in three Days. ‘The Emperor took 
him at his Word, and order’d it to 
be done ; but by his magical Tricks he 
fet a Sheep’s Head in the Place of his 
own, and three Days afterwards thew’d 


cognit. & in Hift. S. Petri. 

“The Drumiffal, a certain’ fort-of 
Tur kifo Monks, Vagabood Conjurets 
and Magicians, cut in two pieces 10 
the middle, Children of feven o 
eight years of Age, and then join’d 
them together again without Jeaviog 
any vifible Scar or Mark. DeLa 


he faw another Conjurer hindring him, 
and finding that notwith{tanding all 


Cré- p. 342, 


himfelf in Publick, Clemens, 1. 2, te 
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Monfieur 267 
his end, and thar the whole may be prodigious ; imagine 
his Feaft to be made in a Field, at the bottom of feveral 
Rocks, water’d with a River paffing thro’ it, and that feveral 
Cows and Bulls are feeding init. But it being pofflible thar 
this River, thefe Bulls and Cows may fomewhat incommode 
the Guefts 3 the Magician will therefore turn the River into 
another Channel (f) ; force the Cowsto be gone, (g) and 
even the Bulls to quit that Pafture, how made foever they 
may be (4). ‘Then the Coaft being cleard, he will in a 
Moment raife up a Garden, furrounded with Trees, laden 
with Fruir, with Birds fitting on their Branches to divert 
you by their melodious Symphony (7). He will condenfe 
the Air, and turn it into a Wall ( &) to furround you, fo 
that you fhall be fufficiently fecur’d againft the gazing of any 


Table cover’d with the greareft Delicacies fhall prefent it felf 
toyour View (/). And all thall be done in as fumptuous a 
manner as you defire. For if we will believe what Hifto- 
ties (ays of Magicians, they fo abfolurely difpofe of all crea- 
ted Beings, that they pnt them to what Ufe they pleafe, Pro- 


fo, and there will fall as much Snow ('m ) as you defite, to 
gratifie your nice Taftee But who fhall wait on you ? Who 
hall rince your Glaffes? Who thall change your Plates > 

Who 


pear a Garden full of Trees, Herbs, 

Flowers, and Singing-birds, Delrio, 
| San 

Flumins hac rapidi vertit iter. (2) Necham fays, that Virgil fur- 

Tibullus Eleg. 2. | rounded his Dwelling-houfe and Gar- 

den, on which it never rain’d, with 
(g) Pythagoras one Day feeing an} unmoveable Air; which ferv'd as a 

Ox brouzing in a Bean-field at Zaren- | Wall to it. Naude. p. 446. 

tun, whifper’d fome Words in his} (1) We read of one Paffetes an im- 

tar, which made him for ever after | poftor, whocaus’da fumptuous Ban- 


({) A Witch the Courfe of a Ri- 
ver did turn, : 


who happen to gothat way. After all this Precaution, a 


bably you. would drink your Wine cool; you need but fay - 


lorbear eating of Beans. From this 
time this Ox was alwavs call’d the 
Confecrated Ox, and in his old Days 
he ted only on what thofe who pafs'd 
by tothe Temple of fano (near which 
ttood) gavehim, Porphyr. in ejus 
Cb) Grilland tells us, that in the 
ime Of Adrian VI. a Conjurer by his 
Charms rendred a mad Bull as gentle 
Sheep, 


(4) Zedekiah, a Fewifh Phyfician, 


the midit of Winer, caus'd to ap- 


quet to appear, and afterwards made 
it vanifh as foon as the Guelts were 
feated at the Table. -dgrippa of the 
Vanity of Sciences. Ce 40. 

(m) A Witch difipated the Clouds, 
to procure a clear Sky, and produc’d 
Snow in Summer time. 


Cum liter, bac triffi’ depellit nubila 
Cum liber, aftivo provocat Orbe nives. 


(n) The 
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fe The HISTORY of 
Who fhall give the Glafs to drink when you call fore? # 


yourdefire not to fee thofe who perform thefe Functions, the: 


Conjurer will call up invifible Spirits (»); but if you 
would fee them, two or three Broomfticks fhall trot abou 
go andcome (0), and immediately prefent you with urmoft 
exactnefs, with every thing neceflary. During the Repaft, to 


divert your Sight, the Magician will fer the abovemention’d 


Rocks (p) to dancing, and make them caper as nimbly-as 
tho’ they were turnd into Puppets. If you, for whofe Ep. 
tertainment I fuppofe this Feaft to be made, are never fo little 
inclind to divert your felf with the Guefts, and play them 
any Trick, you need only impart your defire to your Magi- 
cian, and he will change their Hands into Ox’s Feet ( q), at 
the very inftant when they are ready to put them intg the 
Dithes, to help themfelves to fomething to eat ; or he will 


give you Power to attract to you, their Plates, Spoons, Glaf- 


fes, (ry) and other Ucenfils of the Table, at the very mo- 
ment they are going to ufe them. In fhort, whenever you 
pleafe to defire it, all fhall vanifh,-and if you happen tobe 
far: from home, never give your felf rhe trouble of hunting 
after any other Convenience to carry you, the fame Broom- 
Rick (s ) which was your Cup-bearer, fhall ferve you in- 
ftead of a Horfe, and carry you very eafily, and without any 
shanner of trouble wherever you pleafe. om 

Another wonder is the nece/fary Shift ( t); a charming 
commodious Inventidn : For ‘tis pretended, thar the Perfon 


‘who wears it, is preferv’d from many Evils, What an ex 


( * ) The Magicians fometimes caufe 
the Great Cham of Tartary to be fer- 


ved at his Table by invifibie Spirits. 


Le Loycr.. $34. 
.(0):Pancrates, ia Egypt clapp’d a 


4 Cap ona Staff or Broomltick, which 


he drefs’d up like a Man; and after 
having mutter’d fome Words to it, 
this Broomftick trot-ed about the 
Houfe, and did what was to be done, 


when all was done, turn’d it 


into its priftine Shape. Learnd In- 
credulity. p | 
Monmouth, 1.5. ¢.5. 
reprefents the @Bance of Giants, or 
reat Rocks and Stones, which Mer- 
in traniported into England, to erect 
a, Trophy near Naud. 
21 


(7) Zito the Bohemian fometimes 


at Fea{ts, chang'd the Hands of the 
Guelts into Ox’s Feet, to difenable 


them from helping: themfelves at Ta- 
ible. Delrio, p.112- 


Cr) Cafariows Maltefiw, by mo- 
ving a bit of Glafs, drew to him the 
Spoons, Plates, and other Vellels 
which were at the other end of the 

(s) Monftrelet mentions one An- 
dolin, a Doétor of Divinity, who t? 
enjoy his Pleafures, gave himlelt to 
the Devil, did homage to him, and 


rode to meet him on a Stick. 


(1) The Germans wear the Shift 
of Neceffity, or Neceffary Shift, made 
atter a deteltable maaner, and fulle 
Crofles all ‘over, to preferve them 


from all Evils, 


With 
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ed it afterwards out of Curiofity , 


threw ic into the Fire, where it | 


‘ellent Commodity is this for a Semptrefs, and what a vaft 
rany muft fhe fell of them ? But whence is it thar we dont 
fe any of them worn? Such a ufeful thing fhould, methink, 
be very common ; but yet no body fays'a word of it, and all 
ie Notion we have of it is from a few Books. Alas! the 
Reafon is, that probably the Traders would not find their — 
People daily complain of the Scarcity of Money, that they, 
jon'¢ know where to get any, and that there is none ftirring 


lin Trade. How comes it that the Magicians don’t remedy 


fych a great want P Why don’t they produce in the Countries 
where they live, abundance of the precious Mettal; they, 
who do 1c fo eafily? They need only; as Authors would 
make us believe, pull.off fome of the Nap or Wool (x) of 
heir Cloaths, and it will turn into fo many’pieces of cure 
rent Money ; fo that an Ellof Stuff might enrich feveral of 
thofe, who daily run into fo many complaining Exclamations 
about the hardnefs of the times 5 “twould be enough for them, 
for thefe Magicians to give them only certain Papers; (x) 
which they need only fhake, to make Piftoles fall out of 
them. Is ir not becaufe thefe Rafcals of Sorcerers, wholly 
carelefs of every thing but their own Profit, content them= 
elves with carrying about with them fome Louyfd’ors, and 
other Pieces, with which they buy what is neceffary to live 
a their Eafe, and that afterwards by a perpetual Circylation, 
hefe Pieces return intro their own Pockets again (y)? But 
yet can hardly bring my felf to pafs this Judgment on them ; 
becaufe they are generally fuch miferable Wretches as even 
Wemlelves want every thing. ‘ec 


_(«) When a certain young Woman y was half an Hour, but would not burn. — 
nthe Marquifate of Brandenburg, (y) A Conjurer when he bought 
puli'd off cheap of any bodies cloaths, | any thing, and paid for it in good Mo- 
he Wool inftantly turo’d into pieces | ney, cry’d out, Refuga pecunia ; and 


jot current Money of the Country. | the Money which he had given out, 


‘. Melancthon in one of his Epittles. immediately return’?d to him, De 
(x) We read in the 8th Book of | Lancre. p. 194. . 

the Mifcellany Relations of Gilbert} Pafetes, a famous Magician, bought 

Coufin of Nazareth, that a Paper was | every thing very cheap ; for by the 


hvén by an unknown Perfon to a] Artifice of the Devil, Money al- 

Youth of fifteen Years of Age, from | ways return’d into thegirle. Guilt 
ence us'd to iffue as many picces of | elmus Parifientis. 

Gold as he defir’d, provided that he Several Witches and’Conjurers have 


didnot open it, for it was folded up. | depos’d that the Devil gave them er- 
some Crowns dropt from it ; he open- | tain Money, which vanith’d in their 
Purfes, ifnot{oentia 24 Hours. De 
Lancre. 356. 


Oud in i¢ feveral horrible Figures, 
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a League haltward of Toledo; and a- 


fearch’d this Hall, at the daniy,” 
which 


To force Souls from the Places of ‘their refidence afedi 
‘Death (¢)3 to make them ftalk before them in the Shape ofl ° 
Ghofts, (2) like fo many Ruffians to clear the way for thei t 
Conjurer; are things not at all ftrange in: Magic ; but feem 
only a Diverfion, and flight [ryal of its Powers. Should no 
one in confidering thefe pretended magical Powers, be apr 
alledge, that the Souls of the Dead have no certain and fx'j : 
place in the other World 3 fince a wretched Conjurer can fetch of 
them from the places of their Refidence, and make them comely 
whether he pleafes ? If Sorcerers have fo much power over + 
the Affairs of the other World, are we to be furpriz’d at thal x 
which is afcrib’d to them in this? As for inftance, of produ- hn 
cing Clouds and raifing Hurricanes, (b_) whenever they pleale; 
of building of Palaces, ftrange Towers, filling them withl« 
wonderful Things, and making them vanifh (c). To bem “! 
(2) Acelebrated Author fays, that bove the Level of the Gronnd, wasa 
the Emperor Heliogabutus was fo pro- | very deep Cave, divided into. four 
foundly skill’d in Magic, that by veral Vaults, acrofs a very anartow he 
Charms and Spells, he forc’d out of | Aperture, cut in the Rock, and fhut Mi j... 
_HelltheSouls of Severus and Commo- | by an Iron Door, which is faid tp have 
dus, with whom she» talk’d, to learn | been feour’d by athoufand Locks, andi 
future Events. Dion. Xipbilin. as many Balts. On this Deor were fe Da 
A Witch open’d the Earth by her | veral Greek Characters, which bare {c-y .; 
Singing, and tetch’d the anes out of | veral Siguifications, but the prevail- 
the Graves. | ing Opinion was that they containd a 
Prediétion of the Misfortune of him 
Hee cantu finditgue folum, Manefque | who fhould open that Door. Rodrigues 
Sepulchres elicit. caus‘d feveral Flambeaux to be made 
Tibull. Eleg. 2, |-which the Air of the Cave could not May 
extinguifh ; and having fore’d open ( 
(4) Mneftafius of Nice fays, that | rhe Door, enter’d himfelf, follow'd by 
Simon Magus caus'd feveral Ghofts to | feveral Perfons. He had fCarce gone Toa 
march before him, which he faid}a few fteps, before he found yi 
were the’Souls of dead Men ‘in a very fice Hall, -eorich’d wih 
(>) Roger Bacon promifed to pro- | Sculptures,:in the middle of which was BM 
duce artificial Clouds, make the Thun- ja brazen Statue, reprefenting Time 
der roar, raife Lightning in them, and | fet-on a Pedeftal of three Feet highs HME ing 
then to melt them intoRain. Gaf-}and holding in his right Hand a Ja- 
farel, p. 365. The People believe at  velin, which he ftruck againlt the F, 
feaft as much as this of Magicians. Ground continually, and his Blows & Ba ins 
(c) Don Rodriguez, who vfarp’d | choing in the Cave, made a terrible Man, 
the Kingdom of Spain, wanting Mo- | Noife. Rodriguez, very fat frombe- HA the 
ney to raife an Army with Expedition | ing affrighted, aflur’dthis 
oppofe ig Enemics, refolv'd to | that he did not come rcomake gay Dr 
» open a Place ‘call< the Enchanted | fturbance in his Habitation, and pro- love 
Tower, near Toledo, in which was re- | mis’d him to go ont agaimas foona HM he , 
ported to be contain’d a Treafure, | he had feen al) the Wonders of that BAM his | 
which none had ever yet dar’d to | Place; on which the Statue own 
fearch after. This Tower was {ituated | {triking. The King encouraging 
betwixt two fharp Rocks, about | Followers by his Example be ¢ 
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Monfieur 
tow on Women infuperable Charms, to fubject the Hearts 

TE Men, even of the greateft Princes, and make them follow 
hem every where (4); to caufe both living Animals (¢), and 
theic 


¢ 


which was a round Cave, from whence refs’d her Corps; as he us’d to do her 
out a fort of Water-fall, which. | Perfon, when living. Archbifhop Tur- 
nade a hideous Noife. On the Breaft | pix being inform?d of the Continuance 
HEME of this Statue was written in 4rabic, | of this horrid Paffion, went one Day 
Idomy Duty; and on the Back, to my | when that Prince was abfent, into the 
Afifiance. On the left fide Tues: Chamber, where the Corps lay, in 
the Wall were the Words, @zfortu- | order to fearch it, to fee if he could 
uate Prince, thy evil Deftiny has | not find fome Charm about it, which 
bought thee bither ; andon the Right, | might occafion this prepofterous Incli- 
Thou foalt be by Nati- | nation. Accordingly he found under 
ons, and thy Subjects foal be punifbed her Tongue, a Rung. which he took 
EME cs well as thee for all their Crimes. Ra- | with him. On the fame Day, Charles 
driguez having fatisfied his Curiofity, | the Great returning to his Palace, was 
went out, and hardly had he turfted | very much furpriz’d to find fuch a 
WES his Back before the Statue began to cm putrid Carcafs, and recovering 
frike again: This Prince caus’d the | himfelf out of his profound Stupidity, | 


Door to be fhut again, and iy up | he caus’d it to be immediately buried = 
Rim the Place with Barth, that no ody | But grew full as fond of the Archbi- 
CIE might enter for the future. But on | fhop as he had been of the dead Body, 
Wie tc fame Night, at that Place were | follow’d him wherever he went, and 
heard great Cries, which pteceded a {| remain’d infe parable from him. This 
ORES terrible clap, fomething like a great | Prelare on difcerning this Diftractions 
nd dap of Thunder ; and on the next | threw the Ne into a Lake, that no 
Day the Tower was vanifh’d, and | body for the future might ever make 
1 nfiga of it left, which could render | ufe of it. On which Charles the Great 
: this Placeremarkable. Abuleacim Ta- | grew fo paffionately fond of that Place, 
40M tifaventarig, in his Hiftory of the | that he never went out of the City of 


Be Conquelt of Spain by the Moors, late- | dix, He built there both a Palace 
yttranflated into Freach. Seethe |and a Monaftry, where he ended his 
* Bie torical Voyages of Europe by Dor- | Days, and refolv’d to be bury’d there, 
CE dan, ! and isfaid to have order’d in his Will, 


(d) A Witch to make a young /|that the Undtion of all the Roman 
Y BE Man love her, plac’d under his Beda | Emperors fhould be firft celebrated 
"if Toad in a Pot, with its Eyes fhut,|there. Pafquiers Recherches, 1.5. co 
which wrought fo on him, that he|31. The Criminal Juftice of France 
quitted his ‘Wife and Children, with- | fignaliz’d by the moft remarkable In- 
wt fo much as —— them. | {tances, from the Bftablithment of that 
aS Ge His Wife found the Charm, burnt it, | Monarchy to this time ( 1622.) By 
ind her Husband return’d home, Del- | Laxrence Bouchel, Advocate in the 
422. Court of Parliament, Tit.15. chap.7« 
Francis Petrarch, in an Epiftle fpeak- | p. 553,554. 
his Journey to France and Ger-| (e ) Paul’ Grilland, 1. de Sortilege 
many, fays, that a Prieft cold him | Se@. 7. Num. 24. tells us, that he 


. the following Story at 4ix. Charles | {aw one Frances dé Sienna, a Witch 
the Great, alter having feve- burnt at Rome, who middea Dog {peak 
a tl Countries, fell fo paflionately in _be‘ore a great concaur{é of People. 


love with a filly mean Woman, that] Cedrenus relates, "On, the. Credit of 
he neglected not only the Affairs of | certain fuppoficitiows Adts of St. Peter, 
s Kingdom, but even all care of bis | which pats’d for gendine in his Time, 


. own Perfon, This Woman dying, his | that Simon Magus had a great Maltif, 
ly ation was not extin@t with her, but! that difcours’d all thofe whom his Ma- 


® continu’d fond of, courted and ca- | fier would not allow to enter; that 
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The HISTORY of 
their Shapes; to {peak aud difcourfe equally ; (fF). toxill 


People by maiming Statues ; (zg) privately to preferve fevers] 
favageM onfters, in the Waters,under Edifices ; (4): ro-rende; 
Men victorious in all kind of controverfial Difputes ; (7) to 
get all the Snakes of a Country together in one place ; (4) tq 
turn one felf into a Butterfly, when purfud ; (2). to-beltow 
the Talent of fucceeding in Poetry; (m) to prevent'a Man’s 


commanded this Dog to declare to his 
Maller, with a human Voice, that 


Péter the Servant of God, would {peak 


with him: That the Dog deliver’d 
this Meflage, to the great furprize of 
thofe who were with Simon; but that 
Simon, to fhew that he was not lefs 
skilful than St, Peter, order'd the Dog 
to invite him in; which he immedi- 
ately did. | | 
~(f) The four golden Birds, which 
tht Babylonifo Magicians call the 
Tongues of the Gods, made accurate 
Speeches, to perfuade the People to 
the Loyalty and Affection which they 
ow’d to their Prince. Learn, Incrcd. 
59,28. 

(g) Theophilus, a Greck Emperor, 
being oblig’d to reduce to reafon one 


_ of his Nations, that had revo!ted un- 


der the Command of three Captains, 
confulted the Patriarch Jobn, a great 
Magician, Who advis’d bim to get 
made three creat Iron Hammers, and 


place them in the Hands of three 


itrong Men ; which being done, the 
Patriarch conducted thefe three Men 
to a brazen Statue with three Heads 
im @ Canal, where they {trook off two 
of thefe Heads with their Hammers, 
apd only bent the Neck of the third ; 
after which a Pattle was fought be- 
twixt beophilw’s Lieutenants, and 
the Kebels ; two Captains were kill’d, 
and the third wounded, and difabled 
for the future. Zonara t. 3. of bis 
Annals, | 


impofhible, than the Event which gave 


Merlin an opportunity of uttering his. 
Prophecies; namely, that K. Vertiger 


was advis’d by bis Magi ians to build 
van impregnable Tower in fome part 
of his Kingdom, where he might fe- 
eure himfelt againit the Sazcns whom 


be had invited from. Germany; and 


St. Peter wanting to {peak with Simon 


q 


ever 


that beginning to build it, the Foun: 
dation was fcarce laid, before it was 
fwallow'd in one Nights time, On 
which the Conjurers perfuaded hm, 
that to render the Foundation firm 
and ftable, it ought to be mixt with 
the Blood of an Infant, born without 
a Mother, fuch an one as Merlin was: 
Who, after a tedious fearch, being 
brought to the King, firft of all argu’d 
againit his Magicians, and inform’d 
them, that. under the Foundation of 
that Tower there was a great Lake; 
and that below that Lake,  therewere 
two large and voracious Dragons, the 
one red, which notify’d the People of 
Britain or England ; and. the other 


white, which reprefented the Saxons; 


which were no fooner difcover’d, than 
they engag’d in a furious Confli@, on 
the fuccefs of which the Prophet Mer- 
lin began to weep like a Woman, and 
chaunt out his Predictions concerning 
the future State of England. Naude’s 
Apol, 320, 321. 

(i) Theodore Tronchin, Profeflor.of 
Divinity at Geneva, teils us, that Cayet 
contracted with Satan,under the Name: 
of Terrier, Prince of the Subterranean 
Spirits, to render him fuccelsful in 
his controverfial Difputes again{t the 
Proteftants, aod a complete Scholar. 


(Crit. Did, t, 2. p. 713. 


(k) A Conjurer, after,-Having by 
his Charms forc'd a great number of 
Snakes into a Ditch, was at lalt-kill’d 
by one of them, of a prodigious Bulk. 
(1) A Witch turn’d. her into a 
Butrerfly, to efcape thofe who pur 
fu’d her. De Lancte, p. 3 


(m) Some Children give themifelves 
tothe Devil, that they may: de 
bled to make good Verfes 5 and they 
accord ngly fucceed in'theit Contratt 
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(y) to attract to One the 


The Thebeian Conjurers kill 
Men with their Breath ; and cannot 
fink inthe Water, Le Loyer p. 326. 

The Devils being once entred the 
Bodies of Conjurers, render it impof_ 
fible to drown them,De Lancre, p. 41. 

(0) King Eréc tranfportéd himfelf in 

¢ Air, to whatever place he aim’d 
at, * turning his Cap Delrio p. 175. 

(?) A Woman who was bewitch'd 

grew fo monftrous fat. that her Belly 
~eover’"d her Face, Befides which, in 
_ itwere heard the natural Noifes made 
by Chickens, Cocks ,Ducks, Dogs,Sheep, 

Oxen, Hogs and Horfes. Delrid p. 193. 

ierus Vays, lib, de Prafligiis, 

t be 


that his Wife taking hold of his 
the Maid alfo in like mianner follow'd 
her Miftref$, and that they hung thus 
for a long tithe in the Ait. Bodin. p. 
431,432. 
the Reiga of the Bmpetor Clux- 
Ws at Rome, Simon th:: famotis Ma- 
Blan, furnam’d Mages, of the Cit 
Gyttd, was feen to t:anf. ort himflf 
1a Chariot of Fite, and fly thio’ 
the Air like 4 Bitd. 
added, that St. Peter by 
iS Prayers, made him fall down aod 
break his Legs. S. Clement. 6. con- 
Rit. ch, 9. Arnob,adver [.Gentes, Id.41- 
Tefpefien#a. Gymnofopbift Prince, 
‘0 thew thar he ¢ould charm Trees, 


Learn. Incred. 


Ou 
ever inking inthe Water ; (») tho’ he-can’c {wim, to enabi® 
him to travel whither he pleafes, (») by barely turning his 
Hat rowards the Place.to which he would go, and that in- 
ftancly; to extend the Bulk of any Perfon in.a frightfal man- — 
ner, at pleafure, and turn his Belly,into a Court-yard; (p) | 
to Ay in the Air; and tran{fport ons felf in a fiery Charriot 5 | 
(g) to force Trees to falute and make Compliments when we ~~ if 
pals by them; (r) to make Children iffue out of a Spring 
without ever baving put them into it, or their going into it 

themfelves ; (s) to produce Momntains and Rivers by throw- 
ing Stones and Water behind one ; (+) to render one felfin- 

vifible; (u) to appear with two Faces; (x) to force the Fi- ——— ~ 
gures out of a piece of Tapiftry, arid fer them to fighting ; | 
rn, Milk ot Trees of ones Neigh- 


faw in Germany a Ju. ling 
Conjurer, who aftended into the Air 
| aaa day tire, béfore all the People; 


Legs was alfo rais’d up with him, and 


him, and then rétura’d into their 


by throwing Water over their Shoul- 


473; 2. 


te 
L E 


ae" 


bours, 


cOommaiijed a large Elm to comple- =a 
ment Apollonius. which it.did;. | 
‘n a thrill and effeminate Tone. Lear- 
nd Incted. 995. 7 
(3) FZamblickus one day bathiag 
felt in the Syrian Baths, by firiking: 
the Water with his Rands, and pri- 
vately muttering fome Words, rais’d 
out of the two Springs two young 
Children, who came afd embrac’d — 


(t} Conjuters by throwing Stones 
behind ‘thei, raile Mountains; and 


dets, produce Rivers: Le Loyer 

(u) Gyges’s ‘Ring render’d him in- 
vifible, when he turn’d the signet :to- 
watds his Hand, and vifible: again | 
when hé turn’d it outwards. -Heroda- * 
1, Cit. tl. 4. Offic. “St. Greg. de 
Naz, Hym,. 11. Thierf..t.-t. p. 360. 

Simok M agw render’d himfelf invi- 
fible whenever he pleasd. S. Clem. re 
cognit. |, 2. Conflit. Apoftol, Tis. 
allo reported, that he form’d Men of 
Air ia a moment; that he made'Bra- 
zen and marble-Statues move; thet 
he went thro’ the Flames without 
ing burnt, and that he flew thro’ the 
Air. Learn. Incred. 40. 

(x) Simson appear’d fome- 
times with two Faces. Jd.ib.Del.pi124 

(¥) A Magician caus'd to iflue out 
of a Tapéftry nine Co nbatants, and 
fet them to fighting, Le Loyer, Ps . 


Me 


{ 
a 
| 
c 
: 
| 
€ 
| 
4 | 
| 
| 
| 
| 4 
Fay) 
q 
Pa 
% 
< 
E be 
at. 


Ro. . 


ie 


& 
at 


ved; ‘and this is a Conjaration 


ge 


3 


bours Corn into their*Granaries, Txr- 

nebus, Delrio p 

A “Witch made the Devil milk. al 

7 Cows, and bring the 
ik toher. Id, 

A Heretick of the Sef of the Paex- 


matomachians at Chizicko; fays <na- 
Stahusiot Nice, Queftionibus.de Sacr 
Script. forc’d.an —live-Tree out. of his 
Neighbour’s Field to his own Houfe, 
to thade his Window, that his $cho- 


Sun. 


their Guriofity, immediately fix'd a. 


| their’Heads, to 
them in again. Delriog.112,,. 
» (b) & King of Egypt for fome 
time, by Pefcination réndged impo-' 

tent. As.wasalio Eula- 

dius by, his, Goneubines. Greg. 

Brunichiide by. Charms. 

-hindréd the, Confummation, the 
‘Marriage of the izfanta of .Spa:mwith 

| King ‘Theodoric,. Aimoniws 94. 
-& Jew made ‘a Separation between Pe- 
ser of Caffile and his Queen, 
detic Sandius Hiftor, part. 4. 


the Chronicle. of Alber-' 


 bours; (2). to caufe'terrible Horns to fproat’ ont of a Man's 
immediately 5 (2) to rorment new marry’d People with 
> . the moft dangerous Fatcination, (6) and to caufe it to hail (c) 
at the inftane that the Effect of this cruel ‘Operation is remo. 
ved; , againft which, even. Magic: ir 

felf, and’ the reft of the fuperftirious Practices,’ teach us Pre. 
fervatives and Remedies, (d) whilft indeed the moft effetual 
‘way‘would be, the curing of deprav'd Imaginations (e) 


“ie lars might ogt be incommoded by the 
| | ddololatria Magica. Differtat, Joan, 
_(@) Zito the Bybemian, feeing Peo-| Alefaci Theologi Parifienfts. — 

“at ple very earnefily looking out at their ' 3 

Windows, iat a Sight. which, gratified | ting Charms with which you are al- 


large pair of Stags:horns to; each of] 


‘ 


I appeal 


Magicians draw their Néigh- | . (c) ’Tisa current Tradition, that 


it hails when ever any faftinating 
Charm is remov’d.  Bayle’s Anfwer 
a Country Gentleman’s Quefti 
1. p. 297. 
(d) To prevent Fafcination, wear a 
Riog, in which ts fet a Weefel’s right 
Eye. Solid Treaf. of little Albert, 
P. 14. 
‘Si quis dic aliquo, cum radiofus fefe 
{uperat ex mari, ter pronunciet To- 
mon, res maritalis prius maleficio fu- 
merata, revivefcit. ( Autor ridet) De 


Eat Hemlock to diffolve all fafcina- 
flicted, Thiers. tet. 

To free thofe who are fafcinated, 
and break the Charm, the Husbaad 


| muft pifs acrofs the Wedding-Ring; 


or his Wife muft vo'd her Excrements 
in his Shoe, and if he fmell them{ftink, 
he wii recover of his Infirmity. 70/. 
1. againft Appian Alex, Cardan. |. 
16. de rerum venerate C. 89. 
To cure Fafcinarion let the Woman 
make water thro’a Ring. Aafw, te 
Gountry Gentleman's Qucft.t. 1.p.297- 
The Ancients fang certain Verfes in 
the Celebration of the Naptial So- 
lemnities, to prevent Fafcination. 


| Verfus cancbaniurim Nuptié, fa- 


putabantuy arcert, Feftus. 


tus Argentinenfis, that Margaret, who | Pliny 1 28. ¢.19. That if the 
of Bohemia, hav-| Threthoid and Pofls_ of ‘the Door be 
with three Years, with-’ (mear'd with Wolves-greafe, when th 
out his bejng able to.confummate the |new tmarry’d Couple ga to Bed, 
Martidge, they were divorced. ‘| Chari can affect thems" 
The Law. cf Charlestbe Great fays,{ (ec) A véry noble Earl ( fays Bdon- 
conjunxerunt, in ma-'| tague 1. 2. 105, 105.) with whom 
trémoniums. poftea dixerit muligy.de'| was. very intimate, _marryio a ne 
poffe nubre cumeo,, fi po. | Lady, who had been courted y ano- 
il probare quod werum fit, accipiat'| ther Gentleman, Who was prefent 
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- J.appeal to the Reader, whether, after this Train of Par- 


iculars, “tis not natural to conclude, that Magic pregends' to. 
I ftop here;* for 


more than we are obligd to believe? 
fhould never have done, if I fhould Continue the Catalogue 
of Examples, ‘and {well it to as @reat a Bulk, as the Books 
written by the Demonographers : If I would, I fay; {peak of 


certain 
invoking Devils ; the Cuftom of weighing Men to difcover 
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Words (f), to which are atrribured the Power of . 


with me, made me this extraordinary’ 
_Prefent, which I at this time thought 


Manner, take from me the Night 


on as he had follow’d my Prefcri- 
Ptioa ; which was, that after we were 


whether they are Conjurers ; (g) what is requifite to a Con- 
jurer to Fernove the Charm whith ‘he has fix'd; (+) thee 


in great pain, and efpecially an ald 
Lady, his Relation ( who gave the 
Entertainment at her’ own Hoole) for 
feir of Fafcination; which the gave 
me to underltand.’ 1 intreated her to 
depend on me in this Cafe. Ihapncd 
to have in my Cheft'a little flat piece 
of Gold, on'which were graven fome 
Celeftial Figures, defign’d againft the 
heat of the Sun, and to cure the pain 
of the Head,\by applying it to the Su- 
ture of the Head; and to keep it fait,. 
twas few’d to a Riban to tie under 
the Chin, An Extravagance very near 
of kin to that of which we are {peak- 
ing. James Pelletier, when he liv’d 


ofmaking fome ufe of ; and told the. 
Count, that perhaps he might be in 
danger as well as others, there being: 
fome Perfons there who might play; 
him that Trick ; but tbat he: thould’ 
boldly go to Bed; and I would deal, 
with him like a Friend ; and, if oc- 
cafion requit?d; would not {pare work- 
Joga Miracle which I had in my pow- 
tr, toferve him, provided that on his 
Honour he would promife to keep it 
very fecret: Only, that when they 
came to bring him the Sack-poffet, if 
itwent ill, he fhould make a Sign to 
me; which he accordinglydid, both 
his Mind and Ears being fill’d with the 
fancy that he was fafcinated. I the 

whifper’d him’ in the Ear, that 
thou'd rife, ion pretence’ of driving us 
out of the Chamber, and, ina jetting 


Gown which’ I had on (we being both 
about the fame fize) and put it on, as 


‘cal Words w 


weigh only Strangers. 
I. Pp. 319, 320. 


gone he fhould retire to make Water, 
dhould three tintes pronounce fush 
Words, ¢c. that at each of .thele 3 
times he fhould wind the Riban, which 
I gave him io his Hand, Ths 
done, having at the third time flrain- 


.ed the. Riban very tight, and ty’d it 


well, that it might neither flip nor un- 
tie, he fhould boldly and, fecurely 
turnto bed, Ge. Thefe apilh Tricks 
have tke greateft effect ; it en~ 
ter into ovr Thoughts, thet, fuch 
ftrange means as thefe don’t refule 
from fome abftrufe. Science... 1a thort, 
‘tis certain that my «Characters, by 


the effect, were found.to be rather 


Venereal than Solar. 
(f ) fays, that,the Magi- 
ich thofe who enter: int 
a Compa with the Devil make ule 
of to invoke him, and to fucceed in 
their Undertakings, are, Dies,, Mies, 


Trevoux Diét.... . 


what. tis fuppos’d they ought to 


weigh ) put in the other Scale, pafs 


for Gonjurers. There is, no fettled 
weight; but thofe who, weigh them, 


‘proportion the weight only to their 


Bulk and Appearance. . This is pra- 
&tis'd inthe City of Oudewater. The 


(b) Conjurers ia removinga Che'm 
are forc’d to fend it to fome more con- 
fiderable Obje& , than, that from 

whence they take it, or elfe *ewill re- 
dound on themfelves. Bodiam. p. 25! 


255. wer 
id aba 
T 


World bewi 


Fefqnet, Benedo, Efet, DouvemaEni-. 
‘temaus, 

(g) Holland they weigh thofe ac- 
‘cus’d of Witthcraft, and thofe who 
- weigh lefs than the weight ( which is ‘ 


a 
‘ 
P 
4 
| 
; 
«, 
x 
rg 
= 
: 
if 
¥ 
2 
| 
| | 
>. 
ie 
| 
& 
ora 
re 
' 


= 


296 jj Th HISTORY of | 
produc'd by the bare fufpicion of a Spell; (7) of 

cumffances, with regard to Conjurers, when they are in the 
Hands of Joftice; (/) of Days in which they cannor conjure: 
€m) of their whimfical Imaginations abour the Nails ; (») of 
Agrippa’s Dogs; (0) and of Conjurers Dreams (p). fay 


—_ teat Bd 


ffone. 


(i) "Twas the ancient practice of 

_ Witehes and. Poifoners , to mutter 

_ fore Words over theif Poifons. The. 
Effect of the Venom was more certain, 
when the Patient fulpetted fome 
Charm. Anfe. to the Queftions of a 


‘Country Gent, t.1. p. 74. 


(42 The Witches are generally found 
flor’d with Toads, which they feed, 
-abd drefs up in Liveries, and call them 
the Country of Valois, Mirmilots. 
Bodin, 223. 
What hapned in September, 1610. 
_ about a League from the City of Ba- 
208, isveryremarkable. Asa Gen- 
‘tleman was walking in the Fields, he 
fawa Dog fcratching and barking about 
a Hole, as if a Hare had rap into it. 
On this he refolv’d to fee why the 
Dog {cratch’d and bark’d at that rate. 
_ Accordingly he open’d the Hole, and 
found in it two great Pots, ty’d 
gether Mouth to Mouth, and ffop’d 
_ wp; bur the not being quict at 
(his, he open’d them, and found them 
~ fill’d with Bran, in which was a great 
“Toad: drefs'd up in green Taffata. A 
Man that was by faid, that he had put 
it there, with ao intention, when the; 
“Toad fhould be dead, to take out of 
his Head the Stene call’d the Toad- 
But the green Taffata gives 
~~ geafon'to think, that he had another 
De Lancre p- 1335134. 
(1) Spranger the ot ferves. 


‘that a Witch, tho’ in cultody, may 


gneline the Judges to pity if fhe can 
caft her Eyes on them firft. Bodin. 


thoughe, that a Conjurer can- 
~~. not remove the Charm which he has 


(m) Fortue-tellers, and Conjurers, 
© and foch other forte of People, cannot 


; 
‘ 
3 


fix d, whilft he is in the Hands of Ju- 
Thiers. t, 1. p. 273. 


. foretel any thing on a Friday or Sun- 
Nor does the Devil fo common- 
ly celebrate bis Feltivals, or hold 


Affemblies on thofe, as on the other 
Days of the Week. Le Lancre pir 

n) Pythagoras, who fome will have 
to have been a Magician, conceal’da 
fort of Conjuration, or Secret, ia the 
Nails, by that Precept, Presegming 


and Pliny fays, that the parings of the 
Nails of the Hands incor- 
porated in Wax, Magicians make a 
certain Remedy and Charm againt 
Fevers. He adds. that they prefcribe 
the laying the parinzs of Nails at the 
Mouths of the Holes of Pifmires, and 
that the firft of them which can be ta- 
ken comicg out, bung about the Neck, 
will cure the Fever. De Lanere, 301. 
The Devil forbid a Sorcerer ever 
pariog the Nails of his left Thumb. 
ld. Po 2632. 
M. P. pretends, that if one ‘pair 
ones Nails on the Day of the Weck 
which bas an R in it, little trouble- 
{ome bits of Skin, call'd Reduvie, will 
growatthe Rootofthem. 

(0) fays, in his 
‘gies, that Agrippa dy’d very poor a 
Cranes body, in the City 
ZLyen; and that touch’d with re- 
morfe, he turn’d away a black Dog 
which had follow’d him all his Life; 
taking off his Collar, which was full 
of Images and Magical Figures, 104 
rages; Abi, perdita beftia, que m 
tomum perdidifii. ‘After which, the 
Dog ran and threw himlelf into the 


heard of. Naude p. 305. 


whi.h is reprefenced to us wih mo 

Eloquence than Truth by Paulus 7+ 

Venalis cui pleura fuit, cui glor is 
Flocci. | 


‘he kept feveral Dogs which helov'ds 


id his Buce- 
as Alexander the Great did bi phla 


‘ 
bi 
: 


unguium criniumque me Commingito? | 


Saone, and was never afier feen of 


As for thi ippa’s 
s for this Story of Agripp ita 
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again, I thould never have done, if I pretended to carry this 


Argument as far as my reading would furnifh Matter. But J 
conclude, that what I have {aid is fufficient to give a clear 


Jdea of what we term Charms or Spells, and hint ro the Rea- | 
der what Judgment he is to form, with regard to them: Bue 
let’s now return. to Monfieur Ouffe ; for what he's going to do, 
and what will f{peedily happen to him, very well deferves. 


our Attention. 


phalus ; the 

rot; Nere, a Starling ; Vérgil, a But- 
terfly ; Commodus, an Ape; Honorius, 
a Hen, and He/togabalus a Sparrow. 
Agrippa {peaks ot his Dogs, Ep. 72, 
74, 76) 77. Wierus, who had been 
his Servant, yet fays that he had bat 
two, who were continually with him 


in his Stady; one of which he call'd | 


ufius, a Par-.| 


| Manfexr, and the other Mademoi- 
felle. Id. p. 309. 

(p) @ehave ften Witches at Bay- 
onne, who, afteg haviag flumber'd 
whilit under the Torture, as tho’ they 
had been in fome delicious Trance 
affirm’d they came from Paradifé, and 
had f{poken with their Mafter. De 


Lancre, Pp. 
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4 Of the great uneafine/s which Monfieur Oufle gave ii 
“his Wife and Children, on account of a very 
Yoandalous Adugnture that happen’a to him, on 
bis that a Woman had bewttch'd one of 
“Horfes, the Deafares he took to remove th 
“ Charm, and fecure himfelf. : 
BE have feen how thoronghly.Monfieur Ouffe was con- 
vinc'd of the Power of Conjurers, and in what con- 7 p 
tinual fear of them he livd. And now we fhall find 
that that Perfuafion and Fear drew him into a very melan- 
» holy Adventure ; in which we fhall doubrlefs be more than i 
_€ver furpriz’d ar this poor Man's ridiculous Prepoffeffion ; de- th 
plore his great Weaknefs, and the prevalent Difpofition obler- 
vable in him, to render bimfelf, by his Creduliry, the fq 
wretched Victim to fo many extravagant Fancies. I have ¢ 

_ Veral times faid, and cannot be weary of repeating ir, fo ad- 
vantageous, | am perfuaded tharmy Repetitions are in ths 
regard, to thofe who fhall read this Hiftory: I then, I fay, jn 
once more affirm, that we cannot be too liberal of our Ad- 
~ Vice, to thofe who give themfelves up to the reading of Books i p 
which treat of wonderful Events, extraordinary things, fu- 
 perftitions Practices; and give us know not how many 
Tales of what they call Sorcerers, Magicians, Conjurers, 
wanton Spirits, Fortune-teilers, and the like, which {pred 


fpread themfelves in all Parts as inconteftable Truths ; which 
i. weak People are extremely fond of believing, and which 
 .»Menof-tculy found Senfe, jufily reject, when back’d by 10 
| +“ other ‘Attthority than the bare Relation of them. *Tis indeed 
Be 2. _ true, that there are very few who dare openly reject chein; 
fuch great Apprehenfions have they, that their refufal to 
ceive them fhould pafs for fuch a blameable Incredulity, * 


might render them univerfally odious. I fay univerfally, 
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caufe the number of rthofe addifted cto {wallow any Errors 
fly, is much larger than that of thofe who are able to diftin=' 
guith Truth from Falficy, and have refolution enough to 
the Conftancy and Courage which is neceffary to reject thefe- 
Errors. We daily fee thar Learned Men dare nor {peak ‘with- 
| out fear and rrembling, if I may fo exprefs my felf: when’ 
they engage the,Scories, which certain Women, who have- 
an intereft in-managing then, relate of Charms and’ Appari-’ 
ye tions; becaufe expect,” that thefe Women will ‘not fail. 
to fay, or at leaft conclude rhemfelves, ,thar the learned Mén 
don’t believe ahat there is a God, when they doubt rhe Truth’ 
of a wanton, Spirits: playing like a Chidd ; chat a Sorcerér has 
caus’d it to hail, thunder and lighten. at his pleafure 3. ot, 
laftly, that the, Devils have as abfolute a Power of difpofing 
of the Elements, as the {upreme Being who created thems 
Nothing 1s more common than this Sentence, which the Ip- 
norant pafs on thofe, who being fully xefolv’d nor to believé 
without knowledge, are not, fo credulons, as, like them,’ to 
believe every thing blindly which rhey either hear°orread._ 
Perhaps it may be alledg’d, thar my Preamble’ is too long, 
and raifes the Reader’s Expectation of the following Adven- 
ture too high: But.I conclude it, however defirous ‘am’ to 
inlarge it; and affure the Reader, that I end ir only in hopes: 
that he, by his Reflections, will {upply what I fhould“have © 
faid farther for kis Edification.; I mean, co weigh vulgar Opi- 
nion by Reafon Evidence,” The Advyenrure “was as 
Monfieur Oufle had one of the fineft Saddle-hotfes, not 
only of that Country , bur of the whole Kingdom.'~’ He 
was very, ftrong, fpritely, fleet, and extraordinary finely 
turn'ds ‘His beautiful Shape fo charm’d feveral famous 
Painters, thar they earneftly defir’'d leave to. draw his Pi- 
ture, which was. fold very dear. .We are alfo affur’d, thar. 
this Horfe coft..cwo hundred Piftoles ; 2nd that Monfieur 
Oufle might have had a much greater Price for him, if he 
Our fuperftitious Vifionary riding this extraordinary Horfe 
one Morning abour a League out of Town, to take the 
Ait, or perhaps, to fhow how well he was mounted, rerur- 

/ ted home ro Dinner; when be obféry-d a Lady ftanding 
at her Door ; apd’ what made him take notice of her, was, 
that fhe kept ‘her, Eyes continually fixd on his ‘Horfe, 
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oo could fee him. She was avery big Woman, a. 


little.old, rather ugly than handfom, and drefs‘d in an old 
; black Night-gown, with her Sleves coming over her Hands, 


_—s as“ Widows or profeft Devotces generally are, and ‘tis re 


fe pores that fhe was both. This difmal Drefs, Age, Ug: 
_ dimefs, long Shape, and fix’d and ftedfaft Looks, all joyn‘d 
| to perplex Monfieur Oujffe, and occafion his making {ome 
2™ Reflections, which were not wry much in favour of the 
Lady, and made him fear, in general, tbat the had fome 
ill Defign on him; I {ay in general, becaufe at that time 
he had not in his Thoughts hit on any particular. He rode 
on till.he came home. After Dinner, his Son Sanfugue 
mounted the fame Horfe ( unknown to his Father, and with 
all poffible cautien to keep him from the knowledge of it) 
_ang;rode.to the Counrry-houfe of one of his Friends, who 
“Was to gi 


| 1VE:an Entertainment to fome Ladies, and who 
\bad invited him in the moft preffing manner to partake of 
-$r. The whole went off as well ‘as the Gueits of borh Sex. 
es could with: But I! forbear particularizing on this Feat, 
_  Becaufe *cwould be ufelefs, with regard to the Adventure of 
 whichI am tofpeak. Bur it is ftill neceffary to our com: 
prehending it, t0 add, that Sanfupue return’d home at night, 
'~« * mounted double on the fame Horfe; that is, with a young 
Lady who paisa for his Miftrefs, and who, as well as he, 
_ ‘vas more in hafte to return home than the reft of the Compa- 
- my. This double weighr, and violent hard riding him, to 
ger home at their defir'd time, threw the Horfe into fuch a 
_. Condition, that on the next day he could fcarce go, Maer 
sand, who was in the Secret with Sanfuguc, inform’d him of 
it; and they agreed together to fay nothing at all of this un 
_ happy Adventure, but only to give. Monfieur’ Ofife notice, 
how ill the poor Beaft was. Mornand undertook to be the 
Meffenger of this ‘ill News; of which he made no diffical- 
ry, becaufe he well knew that his’ Mafter would nor charge 
him with any thing on this account. He was not miftaken; 
| for as. foon as Monfieur Oufle had heard this, and feen his 
—Hhorfe,. very far from, fulpecting either Sanfugne, or Mornand, 
-* *. of having any thare in the caufe of it, he immediately calld 
to mind, che tall, ugly, old Lady in black, whom he had 
- Jook’d on as earneftly the day before, as the on him, In 4 


freddy looking on his Horfe the had bewitch'd him ; conclu 
_ ding, chat *cwas impoffible chat the thort ride which he rook, 
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word, he rook her fora Witch; “and believ’d, that by het 
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Monfieur OurLE 
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could ever reduce the Horfe to this extremity ; and that this. 


[Unefs could no otherwife be produc’d, than by a moft expe-. 
diious'and violent Charm. On this conclufon, he immedj- 
ately refolves to difcover the Truth, by a very violent Me- 
thod ; of which the Note hereunder (4) will inform us. But, 
on fecond Thoughts he came. to be of 
better to go firft to the Lady, and engage her by Reafon, 
gentle means, and Entreaties ; or if they fail’d, by Threats to. 
diffolve this pretended Charm. - This Method he refolv’d ons 
but did not go about it, till-after he had-arm’d himfelf, ac- 


cording to what he had met with in his reading, againft the 


Opinion, that ’rwas. 


4 
= 


danger of being bewitch’d himfelf. He did not content him- | 


felf with one Prefervative, but provided himfelf with all thofe 
with which his Library would furnith him. Thefe Preferva- 
tives will appear ‘truly wretched to the judicious Readers¢ 
But fuch Readers would appear as contemptible to Monfieur 
Oufle, if they fhould hinc- to him, that they had‘no Opinion 
of them. Thus Men efteem and defpife, aceording to the 
turns which they give to their Fancy, when they hit on fuch 
as Monfieur Oufle, who believe without Ratiocination or 
Reafon, for no other end, than to maintain and defend what 
they believe without Reafon. 
Proceed we to thefe Prefervatives: He put into his Pocker 
Salt, (6) and Onions; (c) he {pit on his Urine, (d) and after- 
wards wahhd his Hands and Feet with it; (¢) he alfo {pit on 


atthe common Door, but 


(a) In Germany, when they would 
find out the Witch who has ‘maim’d 
or bewitch’d a Horfe; they get the 
Guts of a dead Horfe, and draw them 
to fome Houfe. which they eater, not 
y the Cel- 
Jar, or under ground, and burn the 
Guts: Atwhich, the Witch who has 
laid ou the Charm, will be feiz'd with 
Colic Pains in her Guts and will make 
diretly to the Houle to get a Coal of 
Firey when the Pain will ceafe; but 
if they will noe open the Door to her, 
the Houfe will be darkned, and fuch 


terrible Thunder will arife in it, as 


will threaten its deftruction, if thofe 
within perfift mm refufing her entrance. 


les. 


(4) Some oarry in their Pockets 
Salt, or a Date-ftone poltlh?d, to drive 
away evil Spirits, iers. 172. 

(Cc) The Lady Chantocorena having 


thrown’ Powders on a Garden, and on — 
a Meadow; infeéted 
caule the 


them, except the Onions, 
Ancients took them to be great Dei- 
De Lancre p. 340. 

(ad) According to Pliny, to fecure 
one from Enchantments, one is to [pit 
on recent Urine, or on the right shoe. 
Le Loyer 830. 

(e) Offanes the Magician prefcrib’d 


the dipping of our Feet, in the Morn- — 


ing, in human Urine, asa preferyae 
tive againft Charms. Ibid, 
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che Shot of right Foot; (f) on his Hairs (g) and-thtes. 


timesin in his Breaft; (4) he broke ‘a Looking-gla{s on: pur. 
Sto lay feveral bits of ic on his Shoulders; (7) he joywd 
rwo Cains together'to ‘make them ‘one,’*but in fuch Manner, 


that they might contain Quickfilver betwixt them, (4): with: 
out any danger of its running our; he greas’d his Shoes him- 
felf with Hogs-greafe’ he fentto buy a little Broom 


to’ cafry to the Lady's Lodging, and made ule of it, as dire- 
dted by his reading ; he alfo carry’d wich him a fort of Cake, 
to pive the firlt poor Body whom he fhould meer in his ‘way. 
(n)' Thefe are very whimfical Prefervatives: I don’t think thar 
the’ Reader has here difcover'd any fort of relation berwixt 
their’ Properties, and the pretended Charms which they: un- 
dé?tdke to engage,. at leaft I can fay for my felf, thar 1 can- 


not find any fach thing. But indeed Superftition will never 


béarclofe Reafoning, it being always ground by 
it. What did I fay, clofe Reafoning ? We ought not tor: 


« 


fleét-Gn it at+all, with an intention to find any reafon in it, 


OF? 


% 3: 


“wath the Handle in Urine in the 


, Morning, to divert Charms, or ren- 


dér them itieffe@ual.” “Twas for this 
reafou that the Judge Pafchafius cau- 
fed Sr. Lucy to be wetted with Urine ; 
+ he imagin’d that fhe was a 
Witch, and that by that means the 
might elude the Torments which he 
was preparing for her. A4pzd Surium 
Spit on thé Shoe of your right 
Foot ,..to fecuré your. felf againit 
s. Ihiers. t 
eo(ig ) Spit three times on the Hair 
which comes off, combing your Head 
béfore; you throw it tothe Ground, 
to preferve your againft Charms. 
Id. p.171. | 
oh), Spit onceyor three times io your 
Rolom, to prevent being charm’d. Jd. 


Defpuit in Motless & fibi guify; finns. 


~ 


(1) Certain feperititions Women 


faften to their Childrens Shoulders 


pieces of broken Looking-glafles, or 
pisses of Sheep of Fox Skins, to guard 


ments, 


Bleg, 2. |. 


them .againft the poifonons Looks of 
Conjurers. Afartin de Arles Taft. 
de Superfi:t, Lbiers.t.1. 266, 367. 
( & ) Who can perfuade himfelf that 
Quickfilver ,  inclos’d betwixt 
Caneés,can hinder all maaner of Charms 
ani Spelis. Learn. Incred. 96. 
Tis faid, that Quickfilver placid 
betwixt two Canes hiunders Enchant- 
(1) Bodin fays, 1. 4, ¢. 4. thatthe 
Magiltrates, or Judges ia Germany, 
caufe young Children to put on new 
Shoes, greas’d with Hogs greafe, and 


fend.them to Church thus {bod ; which 


is of fuch efficacy, tha: if there.be afy 
Witches in the Church, they ¢agnot 
ever go out, without the confent 0 
thofe who have :hefe Shoes on. |. 

(m) To prevent a Conjurer’s golig 
out of the Houle where he is, fet 4 
Broom atth: Door, Thiers. t. 
359. . 
(x) To break the Charm fet on 2 
Perion bewitch’d , we are taught tv 
make a. triangular Cake, like 
of St. Lupus, and give it as Alm§ 10 
the firlt beggar we meet. Cir, 
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283 
for that will be to lofe both time and pains. Is it-becaufe on 
this Subject Men will not fuffer themfelyes to be led by. any 


thing but judicious Reflection ; that they find themfelves un- 
ty) der a neceflaty of firuggling againft thefe ridiculous Precauti- 
ME ons, made ufe of againft Charms? No certainly, there 
* B® would then»be no need of them, fince they would not allow 
) Charms to be fo effectual and formidable, as they are repre> 


fented to be by thofe who relate them; and confequently de- 
nying their Power, they would have no reafon to fear or aim 
themfelves againft them. Monfieur Oufle knew yet fome other 
Prefervatives ; but being in haft he could not make ufe of 
them, becaufe they were not eafie to be gotten: They were 
the following. The Bones of ones Relations; (0) a bit of Skin 
torn from the Forehead ofa Hyena; (p) certain Excrements 
(q) not eafie to be gorren when one will; a white Saphire, 
sraven (r). Talifmanically, and a certain Flower call’d 
Pleughman's Spikenard. (s) 
~, Laden with all the foremention’d extraordinary Anti-ma- 
gical Ammunition, he fets our, with the myfterious Cane ‘in 
his Hand. He gave his triangular Cake to the firft Beggar 
which he met. Being come to the Lady's Heufe, he fet his 
litle Broom without the outer Gare, without being feen by 
any body, and afterwards boldly went into the Room Whete 


(r) Pliny fays, 1. 37. ¢.9. that 2 


(0) The Caraibes, to fecure them- 
felves. againft Charms and Spells, put 
into a Calebafb, or Gourd, the Hairs 
or fome Bones of their dead Relati- 
ons, faying, that the Spirit of the 
Dead fpeaks in them, and warosthem 
of the defigns of their Enemies. De 
la Borde, World bewitch’d t. 1. p. 128 
_ (p) According to Pliny, /. 22. ¢, 3. 
’twas cultomary to tear the ‘kin off 
the Forehead of a Hyena, and wear 
it about one againft Enchantments. 

(7) Some daub the out and infides 
of their Ships with the Excrements of 
pure Virgins, to preferve them from 
vil Spirits; according'to Dam‘anws a 
Goes, the Portugucze, de Lappiorum 
Origine, 
The menftruous Blood of a Woman 


flack on the Polls of the Doors of the 


pate, ‘dilfolves Clarins, Le Loyer, 


1 which Virgi 


white Saphire, on which the Sun and 
the Moon is ingraven, hung about the 
Neck, with the Hair of Cynocephali, 
is an efficacious Remedy againft 
Charms, and beftows the Favour of 
Kings. But we mult firlt find the Cy- 
nocephalt, which never yet were in 
being. Bodin. Demonom. p. 282. 

(s) Some amongtt the Ancients. wore 
on their Forheads, made up like a 
Crown, the Flower ¢all’d P/oughmans 
Spikenard, in Latin Bacebarw, for 
fear of being charm’d by aa ill Tongue, 


thus exprefics 


Bacchare frontem,:. 


Gingite, ne vati nocent:mala lingua 
Le Loy-r, py 256 
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The HISTORY of 

fhe was. She rofe from Table, and wath’d her Hands: The 
firft Thought which occurr’d to him was, to drink the Water 
in which the had wah’d, for the reafon which the Note (;} 
will explain to you. Bur he forbore, and did not puth his 

, Extravagance to an excefs fo thacking, fordid and nafty. 
‘When he came in, the had with her a young Girl who fery'4 
her ; and he began his Compliment with defiring to {peak 
with her in private, on which the fent away her Maid into 
the next Chamber. She, in gojng out, left the Door berwix, 
the two Chambers open, out of curiofity, to try to fee wha 
this Man would have with her Miftrefs. He was fome tine 
without {peaking ; and thar becanfe looking earneftly on this 
Woman, who had a great many red Pimples on her Face, and 
he then remembred to bave read in fome one of his’ Authors: 
(u) that a Sign that the could nor raife' the Devil, rior 
have any Correfpondence with him. Bur ‘yer fanéying thy 
he might noc remember the Text of his Author aright, tha 
did not hinder the execution of ‘his’ Defign ‘in this Vifit. | 
fhall not recite all the Circumfances of this Converfation ; ‘tit 
enough to acquaint the Reader,” that “twas Yery warm on both 
fides ; which is eafie to be believ’d, ince it turn'd'on a very 
foul and unjuft Accufation. Their paffionare Expreffions 
‘were reciprocal; and, in fhort, the whole ended in an Action 
very {fcandalous to Monfieur Oufle.. “Twas in it felf indeed 
{candalous ; but we muft be fo juft to this poor, Man, as to 
own, that his intention was not fo wicked, but only imper- 
tinent and ridiculous. Head read, thar to fteal fomething 
(x) from People fufpected of Sorcery, would guard one 
againft their Charms. This was the Reafon which induc’ 
him, as he was going out, privately to fteal into his Pocketa 
very rich Watch which lay on the Table: Bur yer this Theft 
was not fo fecretly committed, bur that the Girl faw it thro’ 
the Door which was open betwixt the two Chambers ; 


( ‘Themanner of wahhi ng Witch-,; (u) M fay, that thofe who 


‘es*Hands, practis’d at Labours, 's | have red Pimples on their Faces, cat 
as covey who is fuf- | not Devils, tho’ they call them 
petted to have bewitch’d any one, is} up. Le Loyer, p. 830. eas 
fent for; and after the been]. (x) Botrow of, or fteal 
made wath her Hands in a Bafin, | fomerbing from a Conjurer , or 
the Perfon bewitch’d is made :o drink | in order to fecure your eB 
the foul Water. De Lancre, p. 357. 4Charims, Thiers. t.1.7,17% 
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Monfiear Ourrr. 
had indeed feen and heard all thac paft. As foon as he was 
one, fhe told her Miftrefs of it; who immediarely ran after 
Fn burt did not overtake him, rill the Moment when he ene 
tred his Houfe. She went tp the Steps crying ftop Thief, 
and made a moft difmal Noife in the Houfe: Madarh Onfle, 
hér Sons and Daughters, and Mornand, ran to bear what was 
the Matter. The Lady demanded Juftice ; charg’d Moufieur 
Oufle with ftealing ber Watch, and flew at him in order to 
fearch him: Madam Oufle and her Children fell upon her ; 
and began to thrafh her very briskly, whet: out Thief puta 
ftop to all rhefe Violences, by pronouncing, in an oraculae 
Tone, and very loudly, the following Words : Have patience 
my dear WVife; bave patience Children ; Morhand ; 
and you, Madam, who accufe me, pleafe to be patient. This fa 
frequent repetition of the Word, put an effectual ftop to the 
Engagement. He then pull’d the Watch out of his Pocker, 
and atthe fame time fetch’d a Book our of his Stitdy, in 
which he fhew'd the excellent Paffage which ingagd him to 
commit this piece of Theft, The Lady firft feiz’d on the 
Watch, and then allowd him to fay what he pleas'd. He 
then, before his whole Family, defcrib‘d his fufpicion of that - 
Lady, and the Converfation he had with her: The effect of 
all which Narration was, that all the Company allowd 
Monfieur Ouffe to be the moft fuperftitious Madman that they 


had ever feen. The Lady confidering what had paft at her 


Houfe, and where fhe now was, did this poor Wretch ju- 
fice, in declaring, that fhe did nor believe that he was a 
Thief, but really a Madman. “Madam Ouffe and her Chil- 
dren exprefsd all poffible uneafincfs, for the rude and vio- 
Jent Entertainment they bad given her:: She receiv d their 
Acknowledgments perfectly well; and affur'd chem, that fhe ~ 
would banifh all Refenrment againft ; and thar fhe was ra- 
ther inclin'd to pity them, confidering the uneafinefs which — 
this Man muft give them, by his extravagant Whimfies. 
Sanfugue, who obferv'd that his Father fufpected her of 
Witchcraft, to remove that ridiculous Notion, frankly own’d 
the Tour he made, with all its Circumftances ; and thereby 
dilcover'd tobim, that he was the only Magician who had. 
bewitch’d his Horfe. Monfieur Oxffe, like all rhofe of his 
Character, who will never own themfelves in the wrorg 
ln any thing which they have,. fhew'd, that he beliewd 
nothing thar his Son faid. Buc yer internally — to 
believe 
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286 
“pelieve it, and was afterwards .intirely. convine’d: of. its 
for his Family gave him fo many. Evidences, of. shis W. 
ducky part of that Days Pleafure, which had. he rH 
Honfe into that Condizion, that.ic was. impofli him 
‘to .doubr of ite The Lady wenr away very pia 
hhaying engagd in a ftrict Friendthip with Madam 
cand in this Converfation fhe fhew’d, that the was not in 

any, thing like a Witch. The Horfe, after fome days refi, 
secoverd his former Strengch ; and. Monfieur 
‘nucd as whimfical and | 
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XTE have feen how firmly Monfieur Ouffe was perfuae 
ded of the reality of the Power which is afcribd to 
Sorcerers.; how. eafily he believ’d all the. Stories 


which he read, or heard told, and the Fears they rgis'd. in 


him. By which Fears, ; Credulity, and firm Perfuafion, we 
may reafonably conclude, that he did nor doubr of the Truck 


of any of the Tales of their Affemblies, which they call their 
Sabbath, In. fhorc,,he bad thorowly ftudy’d this Subject 


was perfectly well acquainced, with whar Authors had faid.ag 
it; nor was he ignorant. of; any the Jeaft Circumftances to 
this purpofe; and, being taughr by. his reading that every 
thing was furprizing,. prodigious, and aftonifhing in thefe Di- 
abolical Affemblies, -he defired nothing more than to. be.pre- 
fent at one of them, but as.a Spectator, and nor as an Actor; 
for, how fuperftitigus foever he was, he was nor willing t 

give himfelf to the. Devil, enter into Compact with him, 
or become a Conjurer: He only defird to fee the Sabbath 
once, to difcover. whether all that he had read or heard of ae 
was true, He and she Abbot Doudou had for fome time amu- 


fed themfelves with, collecting whateyer, the Demonogra hers 


have faid concerning ,it;, and confequentlyy were perfectly 
well acquainted with.every thing which there ; and _tis 
from this Collection thar I have drawn up the following De- 
{cription; from which.we. fhall fee, whether this whimfical 


Wretch had from heece any reafon to be fa-credulous as he 


pofibility.in, them, . that. I fhould be afham’d of,my felf, if 


was. For my part, 1 own, there is fo little probabiliry 1 
hhouid give ear to fuch Impertinencies, and leave the Reader 


0 judge, whether my Shame would be well or ill grownded. _ 


Aa 
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A Defeription, of the Affembly of the 
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held ; -how the Members of that Society come co the know- h 


A Defiription of the Sabbath} 

to a juft De(cription of the Sabbath, fuch an one: 

I mean, asyo take in methodically all its Circumftances ; ‘tis f 
neceflary to defcribe the Place and Time, where and when'tis B , 


ledge of the time ; how they tranfport themfelves thither ; in i ¢ 
what Shapes the Devil appears ; how he behaves himfelf; and H 
‘bow the Conjurers and Witches, who affift at this Solemnity,@ 
employ themfelves. Let's then particularly, and with all th 


pofhible exactnefs, examin this pretended Diabolical Affem- ,,, 


bly: ‘Iwill indeed make a difmal appearance, but the ridi- F 


culous Follies which will attend it, may render ic diverting & y 


thofe who don‘ apply their ferious Thoughts to ir, as oy 
fieur Oufle, and thofe like him, do. | | 


_ Let’s then fay fomething of the Original and. Name of this D 
Sabbath. Le Loyer fuftains, in his 4th Book of Spectres, bu 


‘Chap. 3.. That Orpheus inftivuted the Fraternity of the Orpher 


teleftes, in which Bacchus anciently fupply’d the fame place, 
which the Devil does at prefent, in this our modern Meeting pe 
of Conjurers and Witches, who have borrow‘d all their fuper-M 
ftitious Ways and Practices from thefe Orpheoteleftces. Theil th. 
fame Le Loyer obferves, shat the Sabor, evobe, which was fungi 


at the Orgia, or Bacchanals, agrees with the Acclamations of 


; ‘thefe Affembties of onjurers, | becaufe they generally meet 


‘the Conjurers and Witches, Har Sabat, Sabae ; and that Bac 


chus, who was only a Devil in difguife, was nam'd Sabafw, | 
from the Sabbath of the Bacchanals ; the accuftomed Form off bel 
their initiation into which Society was exprefs'd in thele 


Words, I have drank.of the Drum, and eat of the Cymbal, anl fan 
am become a Proficient.. Which Le Loyer fays isto be explain 
ed in the following manner: By the Cymbal is meant them 5° 
Caldron and Bafin, made ufe of by the modern Conjurers 0% are 

_. oil thofe Infants in which they eat ; and by the Drum, te™ Xiv 
Goarts-skin blow’d up, from whence they extract irs Moiftur,m 
boil it up fic to drink, and by that means are admitted to pate the: 

gicipate of the Ceremonies of Bacchuse See Naude Apol. 
“Tis alfo alledg’d, that the Name Sabbath is given 
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when the Devil is determin'd to hold a Sabbath, .he gene-. 


tally pitches on a Crofs-way (2), or fome Place neara 


Lake or Pond ; the Crofs-way might probably be chofen. for. 


the more convenient Accefs of thofe who are to come to this — 


DiabolicalAffembly, and that they need not be oblig‘d to travel 
thro’ tedious winding Roads ro ger thither. But yet this rea- 
fon may not be fo very juft, if we confider fome of the Ways 
of their tranfporting themfelves, which we fhall meet with. 


hereafter. But if this Conjecture fhould not be the moft reas: 


fonable, that ought not to feem very ftrange to us; fince all. 


thar thall fay of this Meeting will not be more fo than thar. 


As for the Pond or Lake, we are affur’d by the Conjurers; 


that che reafom which engages them to. this Choice, is their: 
beating the Water, by which they raife terrible (5) Storms. 


For the Devil and his Difciples think of nothing but doing 
Mifchief, or ac leaft, of ftriking Terror: | Norhing, fay they; 
ever grows on the Place where the Sabbath (¢). is kept - 
Which is not hard ro believe; for being trodden by fo many 
Devils, whofe Feet are extremely ‘hor; ‘ic muft neceffarily be 
burnt up, and confequently very barrens 

Thefe Damonical Bacchanals are generally celebrated in the 


Night, and’befides, we are told that every night is ndt pro- 


per for them, but only thofe from Wednefdays to Thurfdaysj 
or from Friday to Saturday ( d). Some will have us believe 
that the Hour of 12 at Noon is not ( ¢) exempted frony thefe 


Meetings: 


(4) The Sabbaths are generally 4 rers and Witches dance, is fo accurs’d, 
held in Crofs-ways,. fays Jfaac Quey | that no. Grafs, nor any thing elfe cant 
ran, or in Church-yafds before the | grow there. Strozzi, an Italian Au- 
Churches, or in fome’ ‘wild and de- | 
fart Place. De Lanere, p.68 69. | gli inCanti: That himfelf faw in’ 

(6) In the Sabbath, rhe adorat'=| tield at Caffelnuovo, néar Vice.z4, a. 
oo of the Devil being over, the Chil-| Circle around a Chefnut-trec, aleve 
dren who have béen prefented to him, | the Witches and Conjurers us’d to” 
are led to others along the fide of a | dance on their Sabbath; fo troddeng 
Rivulet ; for the Sabbath is fcarce | that no Grais could ever grow onit. 
ever kept in any Place where there is | Jd. 209, | : 


hot a Lake, a Rivulet, or a Pond, that} ( d) The ordinary Days; Or rathet 


they may beat the Water, to caufe | Nights of the Sabbath, are thofe be- 
Hail and.saife:Storms; and there |twixt weduefday and: Fhufdayy and 


thor fays, /.4. c.q. Det Palagio 


they give them a.White Rod, and | betwixt Friday and Satursay, 66. 


Toads to keep ; .but.after having con- |’ . (¢). Catherine de Naguille, 2f the. 
tiou'd fome Years inthis Eftate, they | Parith of Uftar:ts, aged Years; 


are advanc'd a degree higher; and ad | and her Company, afiirm?d, that they 


mitted fate the Dance. De Lancre. 
P+755 76. 
(¢): The Place where the Conju- | 


me been at the Sabbath at Noow- 
ay. 
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‘Meetings.. Thefe conjuring Rafcals are very impudenrto | 
meer thus, and perpetrate fuch. terrible and horrid Impieties 
Noon-day: Doubrle(s they muf then meet. only in. the 
~ moft folixary and difmal Deferts ; or elfe the Devil muft.cop. 
denfe the Air to the urmoft Degree, to conceal them ; and 
a when the Air {ubtilizes in one Place, is it not 
e a Sabbath has beenkept, which took away parr of ix} 
Bur if feveral of thefe Affemblies fhould be held in: this man 
ner at the fame time, we fhould at laft be indanger of lofing 
our Refpiration.- Some may fay I railly.; alas! does not the 
Subject deferve ic? But I thortly have lefs 
ily. and laugh, when I hall {peak of thofe abominable and 
execrable Crimes which are pretended to be committed there, 
and which Ifhall endeavour to wrap up as clean as I can$ 
for God forbid that I fhould follow the Example of feveral 
Demonegrapbers, aad not have more regard than they to 
Conjurers and Witches never over-fleep the appointed 
of the Sabbath, becanferhey have a Mark purposely 
.- intended to keep them. awake at that time ; and yet weate 
told by orhers, that ‘tis proper ro fleep at that Moment, or at 
leaft keep one Eye thut How can, we reconcile 
Contradictions > Which would furnifh Matter for: a Differta- 
thofe who are fond of writing on. this Subjecd.. But 
for gay-patt thall nor be at that Trouble, being willing, 
_ ‘t@epetecur’d of the Truth of the Fact ; and even then I am 
~~ not fure that I fhould think ic worth while to fpend my 
time that way. How much Time and Labour might be 
{par’d>if Men would employ themfelves folely on fuch Syb- 
‘jects as are true, folid and ufeful ? -The number of Authors 
would be much leffen’d, and confequently there might be 
_ . fewer readers of Trifles: And yet it muft be awn'd, that 
_  thefe very Trifles which I defpife, are frequently the beft re- 
 @givd, and pleafe the moft. Let any. body publifh che molt 
judicious Treatife of Morality, or a Book which engages 4 


‘ 


Some'tell us, that the Ioten- | A Witch faid, that the never 
. tion of the Mark fee om Witches and], went tothe Sabbath without fleep 
 Conjurers by the Devil, is thatthey |. and that ‘twas’ enough to ‘thot om 
may -tever ‘over-fleep, or lofe the Bye, on which the was inftantly tran” 
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We have by an‘infinire num- others ren 


man Conduct, and even inconteftable Proofs to demonftrate 


of fuch Books are generally very tirefom to. Readers, and 
remain. in QObfcurity in the Bookfeller’s Shop, as many 


Years, as the Authors have fpent Days in writing “em; whilft 
onthe other fide, others, fraught with pleafant Inventions, 


and fit for nothing but to.amufe and diverr, will draw fo many 


‘Cuftomers frem ‘all fides, who will fo greedily croud to buy 
‘em, that the Book(feller be forc’d to fell “em ftitch’d, for - 
want of time to bind “em. Our Age has been fertile in Inftan- 


ces of this kind, in which many have fucceeded, withoar 
any affiftance of the Devil ; I fay without the Devil’s having 
any fhare in it ; becaufe there have been fome, in which to 
fay truth, the Deyil has in fome Senfe had a part; and thefe 


have their Merit, from which wicked and malignant as ‘he 


is, he has.noc yet reap’d any Honour ; for thofe who have 


him f{peak, have done’ more «in it than he himfelf. And 


as much an Angel as he is (I mean a wicked Angel ) could 
he have talk’d fo judicioufly and wifely? Bur ! infenfibl; 
rove from my Subject, and forget the Sabbath; to ‘which | 


_ According to the Diemonographers, ‘when the Hour of the 


Sabbath is:come, there appears: a fort of Sheep inthe Air 
(4) to affemble the Conjarers and Witches.’ What reafon can 
be affign’d for. an Apparition fo ro the Subject Pean- 
not gue(s it ; *tis the Devil’s Bufane(s.co inform.as. 
haps he himfelf would be vety-miach pur to ic; perhaps alfo he 


never thought of any fuch Apparition, much léefs defign’d to ex- 
ecute it, if what is faid of him be true, that he never ap- 


pears in the Shape of a Sheep or’Lamt; . I am very apt to 
_ However, the Place being fix'd on, the Hour come, and 
the Warnings ‘fuch as they are, given $ all the Members of 


this Society make hafte to their Rendevonz ; for they nor 
only incur a Penalty (é). if they are not 


_(b) Sometimes’ the Devil caufes}, ber of Witches and’ Witnefits, been 


the-Appearainnce’ of a fort of Sheep in § told, that they pay, as a Forieitute 
ice call Conjurers to the Sab} for not going to che Sibbathy fome- 
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popular Error, gives wife and prudenc Inftruétions for Hu- 


what we onghr to believe and practice ; the ferious Gravity 
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. 262 ‘The HISTORY of 
bur alfo if they don’t produce thofé whom they have pro: 
to bring thither (4). The Devil will not difpence 
a with their breaking their Word with him, tho’ he never {cry. 
a ples to break his with them; of which we meer with an inf- 
5 _ nite number of Inftances in the Hiftories of Conjurers and 
"+  Wiehes. They inform us that this wicked Spiric ‘continual- 
|y cheats his Votaries, either by. Equivocations, delufion ef 
the Eyes, or I know not how wiiy Ticks, familiar ro him, 
_and which he takes Pleafure in practifing. This wretched 
_Spirie is. very fubtile in doing Mifchief, and would if he 
could do more than he does. How deplorable would our 
Cafe be, if his Power were as greatashisWil?2 
«he Bufinefs being now to tranfport your felf to the Sab- 
Apath;. no Conveniencies of Carriage are wanting ; the De- 
“vii will provide you with all forts. Some he furnifhes with 
a Broom, or a Goat, an Afs or a Horfe (1). He fuffers others 
zo anoint themfelves with a certain Unguenr, andpronounce 
certain Words during that Unction (m ). Bur yet thefe Words 
are not always neceffary ; for the Perfon who has fo anointed 
humfelf, without them has come to the Sabbath, as well 


If @ ‘Wich has promis’d: to { Devil at 12 years of Age ‘He wasa 

_ “bring to the Sabbath a neighbouring : tall black Man in black Cloaths ; that 

_ Beggar's Boy, if the'cannot do it, fome | from that time he had carnal Copula- 
time is allow’d her ; after which fhe | tion with her, ttil- the came to be 

‘muft prefent- her own Son, or } about 50, when fhe was taken; that 
fome other; as valuable, other- | the Devil appear’d to her when.he 
wife fhe will bs very ill treated. | would, booted and fpurr’d, with a 
$word by his fide, and Jeft his Horfe 
-(1) The Devil tranfports them to jat the Door ; that no body faw him 
‘the Sabbath, mounted on Sticks, or but fhe; and that. he alfo lay with 
Brooms, or elfe in the Shape of a | her and her Husband without his per- . 
Goat, an Afs, a Horfe, or fome other | ceiving it. Bodin’s Preface, 
‘Acimal, Thelé Sticks are anointed| When Witches anoint. them- 
“with a greafy Unguent,' compos’d of | felves, they fay and repeat the Words: 
the Fat of a Child, whom they have | Emen Hetan, Emen Hetan, that is 

m@order’?d. = ‘| bere and there, bere and there. Dé 
The’ Conjurers: and Lancre. p.392. 

France, fays Bodin believe that by | (#) A Collier being inform’d that 

| | clapping a Broom(tick betwixt their | his Wife went to the Sabbath, watch’d 
Legs, and muttering fome Words, | her; and one Night, feigning a pro- 
they thall be tranfported withour any | found Sleep, fhe arofe, rubb'd her 
_Gréafing of Unftion. But on the | felf over with a certain Compofition, 

thofe of Ztaly have always | and vanifi’d. He afterwards did the 
‘a Goat at their Door, which attens | fame, and was convey’d thro’ the 
to carry em. 7d, 113_ Chimney, to the Cave. of a certain 
Harvillier, a native of Verbu- | Earl, who was a very. confiderable 

near Compiegne, a Witch, faid | Man in his Country, where he found. 

her Mother prefented her to the }his Wile; who as foon as 


| 


— 


| 


-above twenty or thirty 


202° 


as thofe who have mutter’d them over. Others perform thi$ 


-Touer without Unction, or going up the Chimnies (0). ([° 


muft be obferv’d thar Chimnies do’ wonders in Sorcery, by 
reafon of their Blacknefs). Buc I know not what fort of Car-— 
riage they make ufe of ; nor have I met with any account of 
ir. Becaufe, probably my Teachers knew no more of ic than 
my felf ; ‘or if they did know ir, is ic becanfe they would 
not inform us? No, thefe Authors are too fond of publith- 
ing extraordinary Things, to conceal the leaft particular of 
that Nature which falls under their Gognizance. Wherefore 
ler’s leave this faft kind of Conjurers and Witches, to go 
which way they pleafe 5 ‘tis the Devil's Bufinefs to take care 
of them, as well as thofe who are fhur up in Prifons ; for we 
are told, how clofely foever they are lock’d up, and charm’d, 
they go to the Sabbath, as well as thofe who are at liberty; 
(p) and that they carry wich them, thofe who are willing 
Tcan’t help making the following Reflection, in which I 
believe the Reader will join with me. How comes it, if 
thefe miferable Wretches have Liberty to get out of Prifon, | 


thar they afe fuch Fools as ro return, and expofe themfelves” 


to the’ almoft inevitable danger of fuffering the Torments’ 
with which thofe of their Profeffion-are - punith’d ? If it be 
faid that the Devil forces them to it, I defire to know how 
he forces them: Does he abfolurely deprive them ‘of the Li- 
berry of doing what they pleafe? How comes he by’this’ 
Power ? Has he it .of himfelf, or from’God ? I don’*c think 
that any one will dare venture to affirm that he has of bim= 
felf, the Power of forcing Men to do whatever he plealesy 
without their being able to avoid obeying him. If. *cis pre~ 
tended that he holds this Power of God, what Proof is there 
of it? Whatever Arguments tay be form'd to prove this,’ 
it pofably fuit‘with the Wifdom, Goodnefs and 


him, made a fign, on which the Col- | any thing whatfoever; and that they 
ier was left alone in the, Cave, where | are notoblig’d to pals thro’ the Chimn- 
being. feiz’d.as a Thief, he declar?d | ney. any more than,any other Plate. 
all that had happen’d to him, and | De Lancre. peligs 
what, he had feen.\Delrio. p. 177+ | Tho’, Witches are imprifon’d, 
. (0), We are fatisfied by the: Depor they yet convey to the Sabbath the 

Vit- | Children of both Sexes, whom they 


at Age, that feveral Conju- | have bewirch’d or 
erty, 


nefles a 
réersand Witches go to the Sabbaths | astho’ they were at 
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and. what he does there. 
one .knows, that the Devil paffes there the Ses 
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of God > Is.there’any bering shit great 
er being lodgdin a wicked Creature, an@: the Love of God 
to Men, join'd with his Knowledge. of »their Weaknefsy and. 
. confequeotly how eafily they are furpriz’d aud feduc'd?. 
Would it be a way to withdraw them from the gf 
the Devil, togive them fo much Power over them. . 
Becaule i it may happen that a Perfon cannot leave bis or her. 
Houle to go the. Sabbath ; for if they fhould abfent rhemfelves. 
at fome inconvenient Time it might ‘be of . ill Confequence to 
them ; ;. For Inftance, if a Husband miffes his Wife ; a Mother. 
ther. Daughter, another ber Son, a Matter his Servant. It’s faid | 
the Devil, very vigilant againft any fuch Milchiefs,takes care to. 
form.a Figure inthe Shape of his Perfon, co ftay at home, 
while he or fhe is ar the Sabbath (¢ ). But we are nor told 
whither this Figure {peaks, walks or acts as the Perfon would 
do, whom it. reprefents. But we ought yet to believe it for 
the Honour of the Invention ; and I am indeed furpriz’d thar. 
the D.monegraphers have forgotten to infert it, fince ‘twould 
Rave. coft never the more. 
Amagine. we then next, that all chs Conjurers, Magicians. | 
_ apd Witches are met, and that the Sabbarh thus begins. Con- 
fider we then firft of all who prefides there, the Shapes which 


vertien bord-s...’ris. by his Onder, and particularly by bim,. 
cade Feftaval is celebrated; he commands there with an 
abfolure Authority hac dare refift him ; bis Empire 
there: is; intirely delposick, and thofe. who affitt at is, are. 
 wuholigsdeveted to him. The principal Shape -which he 
re his Favourite, Figure, and that. of whieh. he is fond- 
eft; -is a great Hce-Goar, with three. or four, Horns 
r ‘with.a long Tail, under which appears, the. of, a \ 
(s this gracioas and agrega ble 


a Girl from her- Mosher, caufes| fromthe ‘middle one- iffues 


bya Witch,'| Light, which thi 


Mother’ PAlp leafu De | 


th; the Devilyae- br in the thape of & Heigoat; 


appears: in the‘ | Tail, and a black Fact 
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“Fanws is painted. DeLancre. 72. 


bles Fanus (a); with this difference, rhat the two Faces of 
this Mafter-Devil have not the fame, Situation as thofe of the 


But the bare Appearance of a He-goat, frighrful only by 


his Shape and Bulk, having nothing in it {ufficiently furpriz-_ 


ing ; fomething more aftonifhing and ftupendious was want- 
ing; which D.emoncgraphers were aware of, and have accord. 
ly made due Provifion of that kind ;. to which end, they 
make him iffue out of a Pot appearing very little (x), an 

afterwards encreafe to the before-mention’d enormous Bulk, 
And becaufe they would not know where to beftow him, if 
after the Ceremony, he fhould continue in the fame Shape 
and Bulk, he re-enters his Pot to prevent giving them any 
farther Trouble. ‘Thofe who are not. very credulous, will 
be fure to fay that one oughr to be as infenfible as the Por, 
to write and believe fuch ftrange ftuff; for my part I have 
nothing to fay in anfwer to them, but leave that Talk tp 
thofe who. wrice and believe fuch furprizing Things, and 


with for their Credit that they may anfwer fort than 


can. 


The principal. Shape affam’d by the Devil, the Sovercign 


and great Majlter of the Sabbath, is as I have juft beentel- 
ling you, thar of amonftrous great He-goats his 
principal Shape, becaufe he does not fo cofifine him felf Toit, 


not fometimes to appear in others, according as the. 


takes him, or his Defigns require. . He fometimes. transforms: 


himfelf into a large black Grey-hound, or an Ox(7) ae 


_(t) At the Poftetiors of the great » Years, ad feveral others, depos’d 
‘Matter is a bumin Face, which is 
that which is kifs'd and not his Funda- 
ment, Id. 76. Others add, chat the 
evil prefents every one of thofe who 
kifs his Pofteriors , with a filver 
Lous. AMonftrelet, t 3. Of his Chro- 
nicle, fol.84. the Pari Bdition, 1572. 
in foho, -Antwer to. the Country Geo- 
tleman’s Queltions, by Mr: Bayle, +. 
eannette d’ Abidie of Siboro 
aged 16 Years, fays, that the ‘Devil 
has one Face on. the fore, and ano- 
.ther on the hind part ef the Head, as 


there gress Pot in the middle, 
out of which the Dev:l iflues in) the 


tible, and that'when the Sabbath is 


Pe7t. 

nal Court of Paris calPd the Toxrnelle, 
in which the Devil was reprefented to 

have appear’d at the Sabbach imene 


og the Grovnd, or @ mataral 


Mary Aguirre, aged 13 J Yétting himtelf, “Wai 72.00 


is plac’d there On purpofe to be kiffed (+): He then: refem- 


f 


ended, he into his Pots “Td, 


| 
that ac the Sabbatical *Afleniblies, 


fhape of a Goat ; that being gotout, 
he becomes fo big. as to be very’ ter- 
ha 


Dheded a thie Crimi-> 


(Bape oF a tall Black Grey-hotsd, 
formetimes in that-of 4 brazen‘Ox ty- 
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bird, like (2) a Crow, but as big'as a Goole, or into litte 


Worms, (6) which turn and wind every way, or intoa, 


White He-goat, orinto Fire, or laftly into Athes, (¢) fay our 


Dzmonographers, which thofe of the Affembly ‘carefully ee 


ther, becaufe they are of admirable efficacy in Charms.. 


Of all thefe Shapes, the moft common, that which gives 


him the moft magifterial Air, and commanding Authority, is 
the firft ; ‘that is, char of the great Goat with three Horns 
and rwo Faces, ‘Tis inthis Shape, or in that of a Man, that. 
he appears feated on a Throne (d) of diabolical Structure, 


large Horns, or rhe Trunk of a Tree, (7) Blagks 


and conléequently in this Drefs 
Figure. 


he makes the moft formidable 


Sometimes the Devil is pleas'd to affociate another with 


him in his Empire (¢) which is very furprizing in a Devil.! 


Fhe Gr time that Mary dela 


Rulde went to the Sabbath, the faw 


the Devil in the thape’or’ the Trunk 


of a Tree, without Feet, feeming to 
fit in a Chair, with a very fwarrhy 
human Face; atte: wards fhe fre- 
“quently faw him in the fhape of a Men, 
fometimes Red, and fometimes Black : 


She- often faw him thruft a red hot 
Fron elofe to the Children which were 


prefented to him, but doves not know 
‘whither’ he mark’d them with it or 
‘not. Id. 126. 


. Others fay, that the Devil appears | 
“at the Sabbath in the fhape of a dark 


colour’d trunk of a Tree, without ei- 

ther Arms or Feet, feated on a Chair. 
having, yet fomething like the Face of 
sae large Man, and very terrible. 

_ The Devil fometimes appears 
at the Sabbath ia the fhape of a black 
Bird, as big as a Goole. Id. p. 160. 


Witch reported ta have feen. 
the grand Mafter of the Sabbath turn 


himfelfinto little Worms. 2d. 135. 
Tis, well. attelted by the Con- 
Witches, that the Devil at 


othieyGabbath. appears.to chem in the’ 
of Snow: white Goat, and 


-anediately turns himfelf into Fire, and: 
reduc’d.to Athes, Which done, the 


commands the Conjerers and 
 Witches to gather thofe Alkés, to ufe 


in bewitchiog, ani killing both Men 


and Beaits. Le Loyer. 401, 
The Devil at Sabbath'1s 
feated on a black Chaic, with a Crown 
of black Horns, two Horns at his 
Neck, another at his Forehead, with 
‘which he lights the Affembly ; bis 
Haic cooing, an end, his Face pale 
and diliurb’d, his Eyes round and 
large, gogling, enflam’d and hideous, 
a Goat's Beard, the fhape of the Neck, 
and all the reft of the Body very de- 
form’d, partly refembling a Man, and 

artly a Goat: His Hands and Feet 
ike thofe of .a Man, except thatthe 
Fingers were all of an equal length, 


and fharp-poiated at the end, being — 


arm? with Nails, his Hands bent like 
the Claws of a Bird of Prey, and hi 


| Feet like thofe of a Goofe,’ his Tai 


as long as that of an Afs, with which 
he cover’dhis Privy parts. He hada 
difmal hoarfe Voice, aflum’d an Alt 
of Gravity. and Pride, -and look’d me- 


Two Devils of note prefide id 
the Sabbath, the great Negroec,’ who 
is call’d, Mafter Leoward, and a little 


Devil, who Mafter Leonard {ome- 


times fubititutes in his Places his 
Name is Mafter Mellin. 1d: 


lancholly and difcontented. De Lan- 
1 Ccré.. Pp. 339. | 
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| Mouth ; and chufes thefe Places that | De Laacae, p, 184. 


andthe more deferves our Admiration, becaufe the evil Spi- 
rts’ in general fell by Pride, and thewing that. they would 
not onany account fubmitto-any Being. 
| fhould never have thought that there was a Mafter of the. 
Ceremonies jn the Sabbath; becaufe I-always*conceiv’d that 
Meeting to be all Confufion and Diforder, as indeed it is, as. 
we fhall hereafter fee : But yet we are affur'd, that there is 
fach an-Officer there, (f)' who holds in his Hand a guile 


Staff We muft believe it, if we are difpos'd to: believe all. 


that Authors fay. 


_ The Devil begins his Sabbatical Exercife, with fearchin ; | 


allthe Company, to fee whither they all belong to bim, I 
mean, whither they-have certain Marks. by which they were 


— enroll’d in his Service, He impreffés thefe Marks on thofe 
who have them not ; for their appearing at that Place, is an 
Evidence of their defiga to devore themfelves to him. He 
marks them either on the Eye-lids, the Palate of the Mouth, — 


or the Buttocks (g), on the Fundamenr, on ‘the Shoulder, 
on the Lips, on the Thigh, inthe Arm‘pits, on the Privities, 
(b)y or on the left Eye (i). Thefe Marks reprefent either 
a Hare, a Toad’s Foor, a Cat (), ora little black Dog, 


(1); and are fo infenfibly ftampr, that with what Inftru- 


» 
mene 


(f) At Uftarits, the Court of (b) Sobcerers are: matk’d 


tice of Labour, in the Tryal of Perer | their Lips, or on the Bye-lid, ac- 
Daiguette, aged 73 Years, and after-, cording to Danew, on the Funda- 
wards executed for @ notorious Sor-| ment, or on the right Shoulder; the 
ceret ; two Witnefles depos’d againft | Women on the Thighs, in the Arm- 


him, that he was the Malter of the] pits, or in their Privities, according | 


Ceremonies, and Governor of rhe Sab: : to Bodin, p.164. 
bath ; that the Devil put ito his} (7) Thefirft time that 
Hand, a Staff guilt all’ over, with} and Girls come to the Sabbath, t 

which like a General Officer. he} Devil haviag made ’em renounce God, 
tang’d and difpos’d the Perfons and} the Blefled Virgin, the Saints, &c. 
every thing elfe atthe Sabbath, and | marks them with one of his Horas in 
that that being done, he reftor’d the | the Left-Eye. De Lancre. p. 143. 
Staffto the great Mafter of the Aflem-| (&) The Devil marks the Sorcerers 
bly. De Lancre, p. 125. in a place which he renders infénh- 


Danaus fays, in his little Tra&| ble ; and this Mark is fometimes the 
de Sortiavits, that the Devil to fecure Figure.of a Hare, in othersof a Toad’s 


himfelf of the Perfon of a Witih or| Foot, or a black Cat. Delrio. p. 
Conjurer, imprints a Mark on him,| 199. Cir, | 
either under his Eye lid, betwixt his | (2) A Conjurer had on his Back = 
Buttocks, or on the Palate of his | mark refembling 


it may not be feen. (Tis for this 
reafon that Witches and Conrjurers are 


), 


little black Dog.’ 


(ma) We 
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The HISTORY of 


ment they ate made, the Party fuffers no mariner‘of 

The Demonozrapbers alfo afcribe ‘to them another 
‘vilege, which is, that whilft the Witches and Sorcerers have 

them about hint, they have ic not im their Power to reveal 

thing’ which the Judges ask of ‘them for -which 

reafoh they entreat the Judges to out their ‘that 

thevimdy be able to confefs. | 

""Befides thefe Marks which the Devil on 

whith ‘be lifts in tis Setvice, he alfo of a 
feign’'d Name ro diftinguith them (n). 

‘Thus we fee all: the Sabbatical Guefts mark’d und | 
What will they do'now ? Why they'll fing (0) to expre(s 
«theif Joy, if any new Companions enter. Thefe renounce 
. Géd, in ofder co give to the Devils (p) ina 

manner, which is as impious as extravagant, 
They eat a Paft (7), or hold their left Foot ro the Devil, 
for to fuck the Biood of it-(r) ; toprevent their reveal 
|. Wig ay thing which he commands them co keep fecret. Some 


We have feen Witches | When they renounce God to vir 
a oho have entceated the Judges, to | themfelves to Satan, they are tochule hac 
a | caule. the Marks which they wore | new Sureties, in imitation of their pat 
ee bout them to be rafed out, telling | Godfathers and Godmothers at Bap- Sat 
them hac; without that was done: } tifm. De Lancre. Wi 
be ampofh_tJe to extort trom} (q) To prevent ever telling Tales Poj 
ae them. any Truth or Secret of their f out of this School, there is a Palt Ho 
Trak. dd, 184... | made at. the Sabbath, of black Millet, De 
Fhe. Devil gives every Sor- and the Powder. of the Liver of fome 
a Name. B din, 165. anbaptiz’d Child, which is dried § then ty’ 
Wheat new comes | mingling this Powder with the above: dey 
‘to.the. the mention‘d Palt, it has the of ove 
of Joy:. Taciturnity to that Perfection, that fay 
whoever eats of it, will never, confefs an 
wAlegremouos Ce | Id. 130. as 
nue va tenemos |. (r) The Devil. at the: Sabbath facks the 
DeLancre. Pe 356. the Blood of the lest Root of Sorcerers or 
ampere obftinare, and Ap 
refolute: in retyfing to difcover any aac 
da; o!. Ha 
Witch aid; that the the lin 
Devil pierce the left Foot, of Ar 
;cerers with a Punch, draw out t wi 
a as- -it,, wer Blood at the little Toe and fuck tt dd, 
ck. Water, into.) to:prevent their confefling any 
“which, he Believe he will | _velat'ng to their Conjuration, bis 


4 a > 
= £ us 
he 
af 
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Monfieur 
with Poifon (s), which is diftribured to them, whenthey — 
hveno more lefeof what was before given them. Others: 
enploy themfelves in {troaking Childrenon the Face»(¢) to: 
ender them fo. fenfelefs and ftupid, as to be able co fee all, 
hee horrible Sights without any fear or difturbance. Orhers: 
after having kill’d unbaptized Children, make of their Flefh. 
sn Oiatment (a), which they ufe in their Journies and 
-Ler’s now fee how the little Devils without Arms ( x ), 
throw Witches into a great Fire, and after fome time, take 
‘em out again, without their having felt any Pain, or been” 
inthe leaft hurt 3 and that co make them believe that they; 
have no reafon to fear Hell-fire, becaufe, as the Devils pers: 
(ade they are not more forcible than _thofe of the Sabbath. 
We fee feveral others there giving an exact Account of alb 
the Mifchiefs which they bave done (y).; and the more 


wicked they have been; the more they are prais’d, valu’d and 


applauded, = 


(s) A Witch declar'd, that fhe | dren, perfuading them that without, 
hadan hundred times feen Poifon pre- | ’tis impofbie tor them to convey 
par'd, which was dillributed on the | themfelvesto the Sabbath: and 
Sabbath amongft the celebrated | have'it compo:"d of the Flefhofum- si‘ ™ 
Witches, as are alfo Powders; this} baptiz’d Children, that thefe Tnnos, 

Poifon is never made at private | cents being depriv’d of their Lives by. 
Houfes, but only at the Sabbath. | thele wicked: Witches, their poor lite 
De Lancre, p. 94, 95+ tle Souls nay be depriv’d-of the Glo- 

(t) All the Children who arecar- | ries of Paradife. dd. tt2e 
tyd to the Sabbath by the Witthes,{ (x) A Witch declar’d to havefee 
dcpofe only that they ftroak'd them:| at the Sabbath, feveral little Devils. 
over the Face and. Head; but don’t | without Arms, light a greac Fre, ~ 
fy that thefe Witches Hands were | throw the Witches mto it, and take. 
anointed or greas'd; tho” fa they, them out again without hurting "em... 
as foon as they have thus ftroak'd] 
them are diflurb’d and. {tupify’d, in cee Sabbath, the Devil infinuates 
or elfe when they have given them'an |] to the Conjurers and Witches that 
Apple, or abit of black Millet Bread ; | ‘the fear of Hell with which theyfo. - 

that the Night following, thefe’] much themftlves, 1s. ground-. 
Hags infallibly Come to their Dwel! | lefs, aad that the eternal Torments.. — 
lings and ferchrthem away, tho’imthe } will not give them miore upeafines 
Arms of their Fathers or Mothers; | than. a certain artificial Fire, kindled 
without theirever being able toawake. | with a fraudulent Defign, that certaim® 
ld. ; | Perfons Miould pafS and repals thro? 

(@) Satan could very well perform | it, without receiving any Milehicis- = 
his Tranfpartations without Ointment; 7.127, = 
but headds this fuperfluous piece ‘of (y) At the Sabbath, the Come 
Wickednefs to farnith the Conjerers | jorers and Witches are obligd togiwe 
and’ Witches with both Iaclination‘| an Accoont of ‘all the’ Milehiéfs which 
Aad'Means to kill a great many Chil- ' they have done, and if theyhavé not 


ay 
q 


a 
= 
? 
| 
4 
> 
= 
% 
» 
4 
¥ 
¢ 
> 
. 
‘ 
2 
2 . 
<x 
‘ 
FEY 
‘ 
ah 
a? 
~ 
Bs 
= 
+2) 
, 
4. 
Pa 
5 
4 
3: 
: 


< 
be 
‘ 


De Lancre, 2.75.76... vile Some Witches have told us, that 


«Si HISTORY OF 
What a fine'thing ‘tis to fee a dance of Toads? Andthi 
they always fee'(z) at the Sabbath. Buc what’ 
eharming:and admirable is that thefe Toads {peak, 


who is nor like him, lifted in the Der 
the Sabbath, he affumes his Shape (4 };> to the end that 

there thould afterwards be Witnetles 

feem him there, thar by thefe means he may pats ‘for'a Sor 


+; 


plain of thofe who have neglected to feed and fatten’ them 


well. Thefe: Animals make a very confiderable Figure in 


Magic; the Children are charg’d with the keeping thet (4); 
and oblig’d to lead chem to Pafture. «What a Flock'is this? 


But let's proceed forward, for one ought to bea Conjiirery to. 


take Pleafure in dwelling long on fuch nafty Reprils. 
» Isa Conjurer inclin‘d to do any milchief ro any Petfon, 
vil’s Army? When at 


enough to affirm’ to have 


cerer, and be punith’d as fuch. Thus, according the 
Power afcribd to Sorcerers, they may deftroy the honeftet 


“Men im the World. Is it pofftble that God fhould “pet: 


Feaft follows: . But what Feaft? The Dithes fervd 
UP». are fixter for Dogs than Men { ) Dogs did | fay? 


They 


apy Villanies, or their | _€b) Thofe,Conjurers and Witches 
who. have a malicious. Delign againt 
any Body, when they are at: their 
NoAurnal Sabbath, have: power to 
reprefent, the Perfon whom they 


gure does not fhir. being produe’d aod 


P-392. Pecfon may be accus’d of Sorcery. 
The Adoration of the Devil | 7d 


‘bela perfor inthe Sabbath, the |, ¢c.) ,At the Sabbath, the Compa 


Childretwhich are pre‘ented tobim, | ny fit.dowa at Table according ro their 


_ condncicd to Other ¢bildren, who | refpe@ive Ranks, each of them 

were before polted ; River | ving his.or her Devil “feated- next 
( for che place of; che 

ever'without fome uear.acjoyn- | The Grace which they ‘fay is an Invo- 

wig’ Lake, River Or,Poad, in order | cation of Bee/zebub, When they have 

“to Dear the Water, to. produce Hail, caren, each Devi! takes bis 


Sabbath is | them,and etimés oppofite:to them: 


aod faile Storms). Then they have} by the Hand, and dances with her. 
piven them a whit€ Wand, and feve-}) sometimes they take. chem by 
rgi Toads are entrufted to their keep- 

ing; aad after having continu'd fome 


in.the oiher, with which shey-proceed 


Sears in this Condition, according to | to..adore.the Devil, and-after:that, 


their Age, they are advanced to a: every one of the Witches fings Very 


higher egree, and admitted into the lacivious Songs in honour of her De - 


would injure. But this Shape orFr. 


form’d by the Devil, at the foltance 
of.thefe Witches or Conjurér sy: that the 


‘one Hund, holding lighted Candia 
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They would even be ftruck with horror at them ? ° The 


meto tell ( d) of what they are made. 


form them of their Duty. Butalas! how éxecrable and abo- 
minable is this Duty, which chiefly confifts in paying Hom- 
age:'ro the moft deteftible of all Creatures; in worfhipping 
hin with I know ngt pw many various and odious Gefticu- 
lations (f)3; ptefenting Offerings to him (g ); to fprinkling 
(b) and figning themfelves in honour of him (7) § and in 
fort imitating (4) to his Glory, whatever is by others ap- 
ply’d- to that of our God, Permit me, O God! to done 


their Tables at the Sabbath are very J op the’ Devil, to infteugt them what 
well furnith'd with all forts of good | they aretodoe De Lancre. p. 505. 
Chear, Bread, Salt, and. Wine, and]  (f)° Sometimes the Company at 


that their Table-Cloath feems to be | Sabbath worfhip: the Devil with their 


guilt, But generally the: moft intelli- | Backs towards him ; fometimes with 
gent of them fay, that nothing is} their Feet againft him, having light- 
ferv’d up but Toads, the Fleth of f ed up a Candle of very black Pitch, 
hang’d Criminals, dead Carkafles trefh | at the middle Horny and them the 

bury’d, taken out of Church-yards, | kifs him either before or behind. 

Fleth of unbapriz’d Infants, or Bealts }.7 
which dy’d of themfelves; and that 


iso: black Millet. Jd. p. 104,105. | amd-made. ufe of in the Proceedings 


A Witch declar’d to have {een at the | of the Sorcerers againft thofé who ‘ 


Sabbath feveral Tables fer out with} profecute them, inorder to condemn 
great quantities of Provifion but} them ro the Flames. 


when the Guelis endeavom’d tohelp| Ac the Sabbath theDevil pitt 


themfelves with any part of it, th-y | fes firlt.in a, Hole, and {prioklesiron 
found nothing in their Hands ;) except 
at fuch times when either baptiz’d or 


feen ferv’d up and eaten. Id, 135. | ing the following Words, 2 nomine 


(d) A Peafant being one Night at } pasica aragueacu petrica, agora, 
ra, Valentia, jouando goure gaits 


a Sabbath, where there was a Fealt, | , | 
a Cup way prefented him to ¢drick, | goufia, The meaning of which amxt 
he threw out what was in it, andran | Jargon of Latin, Spanifh and Bifcay- 


away with the Cup, which no body | aa is; Jn the Name of Patrick, Be~ 
could difcover what it was made of, | trick of Arragon, at this Moment, 


tor had ever ‘feen, the like ‘Colour ; | this Moment, Valentia, all our Mif- 
Itwas prefented to one of che Henry?s,’| chief. is over. Wd. 497664525" 

King of Trinum Magicium,| the Sabbath, Toads 

P+ 37538... 

fe At ‘the Sabbath the Guelts cry | Velvet, with a Bell at their Neck, and 
Out Tyrant, Tyrant Beelzebub, vo sail | another at each of their. Feet: the 


Dithes, Plates, Cups:and other Vefféls us’d at thar Table, 
are of fuch an extraordinary Matter, that ‘tis impoffible for 


After the Feaft, the Guefts apply to feveral Exercifes, and 
when they are at a lofs what ro do, they need only pronounce . 
certain Words (e ), and the Devil immediately comes to in- 


> 


they nevereat with Salt. Their Bread | made, which are faid to be defignid, — 


all the Company, ps 457. andiZry 
(i) At the Sabbath, the Members 
utbaptiz’d Infants were brought thi- | of that Aflembly, make the Signok 

‘ther ; both which, fhe has frequently | the Crof with the Left-hand. utter-— 


| baptis’d, and drefs’d in Red Or Black’ 


Male 
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her fach Impieties.and Abominations could ever be com. 
‘Power to, perform them. 
After the Impieries, follow Obfcenities, the filthy 
_braces. (1), Protticrutions, Incefts, (m_) the moft. diffoluce and 
@xtravagant Dances, (7) to Tunes and Inftruments, (0) even 
On their Heads (p,), In thort, in thefe Affemblies 1s practis‘ 
“whatever can be thought of, the moft ridiculous, the mof 
moft infamous, and impious; or at leaf 
ae We muft judge fo, according to the Relations of ‘them 
«which ate publifh’'d. Burthe Queftiop is, whither we fhould 


i A a “Male: Surety for them holds sheit 
“Head, and Female their Feet. Id. 

Woman nam’d Sanfinena, fre- 
de org! faid Mafs at the Sabbath. ll. | 


Joan de. Horsilapits, aged 14 
ears, an inhabitent of being 
whither the had worthipp’d the 
Deval, and in that Adoration kifs’d 
his Pofteriors ? faid no, but that the 
Devikhad kifs’d all their Pofteriors---- 
Phat.the grown People kifs’d him be- 
* Bind, and that he the contrary 
‘kifs'd the all little Chil- 
mm). At she Sabbath the Wife 
her felf kefore ber Husband, 
4 without any danger of his Jealoufy, another on each Hand, like a 
ftom he. is far, that be tre-* Bird ; che three laft not cloath’d, but 
es ly. procures for her - ‘The Fa- j io their natural Condition. 4. 210. 
. Sor debauches his Daughter without | The great Witches are generally ~ 
the lealt Shame, Mother is | affilted by fome Devil, who is always 
‘pen sfraid to force her’ Son to lye | on their left Shoulder, in the Shape 
[© * withber beforelie touches any other | of a Toad; but invifible to any but 
Women ; andthe Brother deflourshis | Witches or Conjurers; and the faid 
2d. 137. Toad has two little” Horns off bis 
(2): The Witches of Loguyintheir | Head, 130, . 


having a great Cat faften’d to. the 
Tai} of their Shifts ; then they dancd 
around, When Matter af- 
fuming the Shape of a black For, 
mhutter’d an inarticular Sound, after 
which the whole was fileat. 
De Lancre, p. 126. 
The Witches dance at the Sabbat 
‘fometimes naked, fometimes in their 
Shifts, with a great Tail faften'd to 
the Tails of them. /d, 204. | 
Feannette d? Abadie, declar’d to 
have feen the Lady Martia B 
rena, dance at the Sabbath with four 
Toads, one drefs’d in black Velie 
‘with Bells at its Feet, which the had 
on her Jeft Shoulder, and another 
without Bells on her right Shoulder, 


> 


é 


éry'd outs Devil, | (0) A witch declar’d to have beard 
lea bere, leap , _an hundred times at the Sabbath, the 
heres there, aod ‘other cry'd ‘little blind one of Siboro, found @ 


Sabbath, lifting up their 
Brooms in them, Id,'| Id. 94, 

Bodin. p.278. Cp) A Mitch the Devil 
The Company at the Sabbath, wor- kept his. Sabbaths in-Honfes, whither 
gtand Malter, and-after | ia the Shape of an ‘He- -goat, ‘he 
“4 hifs’d his Pofteriors, about | brought alame Woman, samd 
em danc’d without their | netee Bifcar, who afterwards hee 

to each of them Head before ‘him: be 


3 

of 


and play oa the Flote, 


 Monfear 302 
their urmoft endeavours to ftudy the Creatures and the Crea- 
tor; the Crearures, with regard to what they. can do of 
themfelves ; and the Creator, confider'd with regard to. the 
Power, proper for him to. allow rhem. We fhould, methinks, 
always. regulate our {elves by this Confideration, when the 
Queftion turns on Conjurers, Witches, Spectres, Divinati- 
ons, and! whatever elfe are cerm’d {uperftirious Practices,- 
Wich this. Reflection. think fic to end the Defcription of 
the Sabbath. But yer that I may conclude conformable ro 
what the D.emonographers teach us ; inform you that the 
Cock has.crow’d ; for according to them, crowing 

difperfes this Affembly, and caufes it 


(7) As foon as, the Crowing of the; taught the Comjurers and Witches to 
Cock isheard at the Sabbath, alidif> | rub his Head aad Front'with Oyl, or 
pear, De Lancre, p. 154.60. elfe, .as Pliny Lays, 29? c. 5.. to 
That the Cock may not Crow, in | make him a Collar of Vine-branehess 
the tue of the Sabbath, Satamhas "Jd. p.167, = 
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IUYU talely. pub i[b dy and Sold by Johi 


AN Account of Switzerland, and the Grifons: As alfo of the 
—&* Valefians, Geneva, the Foreft-Towns, and their other Al- 
fies. Containing the Geographical, and prefent Political 
Eftare of all thofe Places.- By Signior Vendramino Bianchi, 2 

-, Noble Venetian, who refided in thofe Countries on the part of 

 the-moft Serene’Republick of Venice. “Made Englifh from the 
Italian Original, Printed at Venice, in 1798. Price 2s. 6d. 


» A View.of the Coafts, Countries and Ifands, within the 
limits of the South-Sea-Company. Containing an Accotint of the 
Difcoveries, Settlements, Progrefs, and prefent Stare, with 
the Bays, Ports, Harbours, Rivers, &c. The varievs Winds 
-and Soundings; the Produé&, People, ManufaGtures, Trade and 

_ Riches of the feveral Places, viz. from the River Aranoca to 
» Serradel Fuego, and from thence thro’ the South-Sea to the 
_. . fattheft Bounds of the late Act of Parliament: To which is 
_/ added, .an Account of former Projects in England for a Settle- 


Mage at ment, and the Accomplifhment of the laft, in the eftablithing 


_* the New Company, with fome ufefal Obfervations on the 
_ Several Voyages that have been hitherto publifh’d. The 


© whole collected from the beft Authors, 2s well Manufcript as 


“the moft important Places. By Herman Moll, Geographer, in 


An Effay rowards the Life of Lawrence, Earl of Rocheftér, 


Lord Prefident of Her Majefty's moft Honourable Privy 


Council Fidmbly infctib'd to Henry, Earl of Rochefter. 


AA View ooo thee Saree of the Empire, on the Death of tht 
‘Tate Bmperor Fofeph ; wherein the Pretenfions of K, Charles 


“the Thitd, the Rights of the Electors, the Government in the 


and the Intereft of the Empire are confiderd: 


‘Bowwhich are added, ‘the. Golden Bull, the Imperial Conftiw 
@ons, and the Ferm of Electing an Emperor. Price 1 % 
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* Morphew, wear Stationers-hall. 


AN Account of Switzerland, and the Grifons : As alfo of the 
Valefians, Geneva, the and their other Al- 
a? . fies. Containing the Geographical, and prefent Political 
i aa Eftare of all thofe Places.- By Signior Vendramino Bianchi, a 
Pt Noble Venetian, who refided in thofe Countries on the part of 
 the-moft Serene’Republick of Venice. “Made Englifb from the 
Italian Original, Printed at Venice, in 1798. Price 2s. 6 de 


» A View.of.the Coafts, Countries and Ifands, within the 
limits of the South-Sea-Company. Containing an Accotint of the 
Difcoveries, Settlements, Progrefs, and prefent Stare, with 
the Bays, Ports, Harbours, Rivers, &c. The varievs Winds 
and Soundings; the Produit, People, Manufadtures, Trade and 

_ © Riches of the feveral Places, viz. from the River Aranoca to 

»  Terradel Fuego, and from thence thro’ the South-Sea to the 

_  “fartheft Bounds of the late Act of Parliament: To which is 

added, .an Account of former Projects in England for a Setrle- 
"~~ ment, and the Accomplifhment of the laft, in the eftablifhing 

the New Company, with fome ufefal Obfervations on the 
 feveral Voyages that have been hitherto publifh’d. The 

. © whole collected from the beft Authors, 2s well Manufcript as 
«Printed ; with~a generalMap, and particular Draughts of 
) “the moft important Places. By Herman Moll, Geographer, in 


> 


2 OG avo. Price 3 6 d. 
An Effay towards the Life of Lawrence, Earl of Rocheftér, 
~~ “Wate Lord Prefident of Her Majefty’s moft Honourable Privy 


Council: Hambly infcrib'd to Henry, Earl of Rochefter. 


ff thee Startle off the Empire, on the Death of the 
Mate Emperor Fofeph ; wherein the Pretenfions of K. Charles 
Third, the Rights of the Electors, the Government in the 
and the Intereft of .the Empire are confiderd: 
owhich are added, ‘the Golden Bull, the Imperial Confticu 
» tions, and the of Electingan Emperor. Price 1% 
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